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This  volume  of  Proceedings,  the  largest  thus  far  published  by 
the  League^  is  a  fair  reflex  of  its  expanding  activities.  By  an 
examination  of  its  contents  can  be  seen  at  a  glance  how  varied 
are  its  interests,  how  practical  its  methods,  how  useful  its 
ccmelusjons. 

The  papers  on  the  now  always  timely  question  of  municipaJ 
ownership  and  operation  of  public  utilities  are  particularly  valu- 
able in  that  they  are  the  utterances  of  men  who  have  had  actual 
experience  in  dealing  with  the  questions  they  discuss,  either  as 
inayors  or  superintendents  of  the  plants.  The  one  academic  paper 
ifi  from  the  pen  of  a  long-time  student  who  has  given  personal 
attentiorL  to  both  American  and  foreign  experiments. 

The  papers  on  the  subject  of  municipal  accounting  are  equally 
practical  and  will  be  found  to  supplement  the  series  on  municipal 
utilities  and  those  on  municipal  experiences. 

The  electoral  reform  papers  are  especially  pertinent  at  the 
present  time  in  view  of  the  very  general  discussion  of  electoral 
methods  throughout  the  country.  There  is  no  important  com- 
muttity  in  the  United  States  where  the  questions  of  nominations, 
of  the  registration  of  voters,  of  the  ballot,  of  election  expenses, 
of  the  referendum  and  the  initiative,  in  some  one  form  or  an- 
other, arc  not  up  for  discussion  and  determination.  These  pap- 
ers, based  as  tliey  ate  on  a  wide  experience  and  observation  by 
trained  men  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  movement  for  muni- 
cipai  and  political  regeneration,  are  a  storehouse  of  information 
and  suggestion  for  municipal  and  political  workers  everywhere. 

The  same  may  il>e  said  of  the  series  detailing  municipal 
exjjeriences.  These  have  always  proved  to  be  an  interest- 
ing and  valuable  feature  of  previous  volumes,  and  the  present 
«et  is  fully  up  to,  if  it  does  not  exceed  the  high  standard  of  its 
predecessors.    The  description  of  the  instrtictive  and   striking 
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Galveston  experiment  by  one  who  has  been  identified  with  it 
from  the  start  and  the  graphic  accounts  of  the  striking  work 
done  by  the  Philadelphia  Committee  of  Seventy  and  the  New 
York  City  Club  constitute  notable  contributions  to  the  literature 
of  municipal  advancement. 

The  Round  Table  Conferences  have  been  reported  in  their 
entirety  because  of  the  vital  interest  and  timeliness  of  the  topics 
discussed.  There  were  no  more  helpful  features  of  the  Atlantic 
City  meetings  than  these  Conferences.  The  interchange  of  views 
as  to  ways  and  means  and  as  to  the  apj^lication  of  general  prin- 
ciples by  active  workers  is  always  interesting,  and  is  doubly  so 
in  this  connection  because  of  the  standing,  experience  and  public 
spirit  of  the  particij)ants. 

The  meetings  of  the  League  are  never  largely  attended;  but 
the  delegates  who  do  attend  are  present  because  of  their  deep 
and  abiding  interest  in  its  work.  They  are  the  leaders  of  the 
movement  in  their  respective  localities.  They  come  full  of  the 
subject,  full  of  a  keen  desire  to  help  and  to  be  helped.  Conse- 
quently the  discussions  are  of  a  high  order.  There  is  no  spread- 
eagleism,  no  self-glorification,  but  always  a  sincere  desire  to  know 
the  truth  and  follow  it. 

In  addition  to  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  formal  papers,  the 
Round  Table  Conferences,  inaugurated  at  Chicago  in  1904,  con- 
tinued at  New  York  in  1905,  and  amplified  at  Atlantic  City  in 
190C),  afforded  opportunities  for  free  "  heart-to-heart "  talks 
touching  matters  of  pressing  importance. 

This  volume  is  sent  out  with  the  hope  that  it  will  prove  help- 
ful to  every  lover  of  his  countr)-  who  desires  to  raise  the  muni- 
cipal standards  of  his  own  locality  and  is  seeking  for  guidance 
and  light. 
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TWELFTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 
NATIONAL   MUNICIPAL  LEAGUE 

AND 

FOURTEENTH  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  FOR 
GOOD  CITY  GOVERNMENT 

HELD  AT 
ATLANTIC  CITV,  NEW  JERSEY, 

April  24,  as,  26  and  27,  1906. 


The  first  session  was  called  to  order  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  ihe  Hotel 
Chalfonte^  on  Tuesday,  April  24th,  by  Horace  E,  Deming,  Esq,,  Chairman 
i>f  the  Executive  Committee,  in  the  Chair, 

TiiK  CiiAiBMAN :  In  the  absence  of  our  Vice* President,  Prof.  Albert 
Bashfidl  Hart*  who  was  to  have  presided  at  this  meeting,  I,  as  Chairman 
€ii  the  Executive  Committee,  will  call  the  meeting  to  order. 

The  League  is  present  as  the  guest  of  the  Hotel  Chalfonte*  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Atlantic  City,  of  the  Hotelkecpers'  Associarion  of  Atlantic  City, 
and  of  the  city  of  Atlantic  City,  and  we  shall  now  have  the  g:rcat  pleasure 
of  ttstening^  to  the  Hon.  Franklin  P.  Stoy,  the  Mayor  of  Atlantic  City. 

Mavo*  Stcv:  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  am  not  per- 
fectly familiar  with  the  work  of  this  organization,  but  it  is  not  tieccssary 
that  1  should  be  in  order  to  perform  my  part  to-day,  which  15  to  bid  you 
4  irery  hearty  welcome  to  Atlantic  City.     (Applause.) 

A  great  many  think  that  there  should  be  some  one  from  the  city  to  say 

sk  ¥fOr^  at  the  opening  of  a  convention  such  as  this,  and  the  Mayor  being 

the  handiest  person,  he  is  supposed  to  take  that  part.    I 

AJJTPIl  of  always  like,  on  occasions  like  this,  not  onty  at  home,  but 

WlIooStA.  in  other  places,  to  listen  to  some  one  else  white  I  am 

with  the  party. 

My  mission  to-day  is  to  hid  you  wekome,  Mr.  President,  to  our  city  and 
W  listen  to  an  account  of  some  of  the  good  work  that  you  arc  doing  in 
this  noble  body.  We  arc  here  to-day  to  listen  to  remarks  from  some  of 
those  who  are  tried  in  tliis  tine,  who  have  seen  the  strides  that  have  becfl 
iRa4e  in  the  upbuilding  of  city  government.  We  hope  to  listen  to  a  num- 
Wr  of  addresses  during  this  conference  stating  how  a  city  government 
Oumid  be  run«  and  t  want  to  say  to  you  that  yoit  have  never  selected  a 
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g^  place  during  your  life  as  an  institution  that  h  more  in  need  of  good  advice 
*rtan  this  city,     I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  my  remarks  short,  so 
'•'us  to  give  lis  a  chance  to  benefit  by  Hstening  to  something  good  in  the  way 
of  advice  on  "  How  to  Run  a  Gty  Government" 

Some  one  wrote  me  in  reference  to  the  remarks  that  I  should  make  be- 
fore this  League  to-day.  and  directly  following  (t  more  inqii tries  were  made 
as  to  what  I  would  sa3^  Thts  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  newspaper  men,  who 
always  want  to  know  exactly  what  I  say  before  1  say  it.  My  answer  to 
them  in  thJs  case  was  that  I  should  be  a  Hstener  and  hoped  to  profit  by 
having  this  organization  in  Atlantic  City* 

Lei  me  say  to  you^  gentlemen,  that  with  this  welcome  we  extend  to  you 
the  freedom  of  the  cit^-.  If  1  do  not  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  all  who 
attend  this  gathering,  that  same  welcome  and  that  same  freedom  is  ex- 
tended to  all  who  take  part  in  this  convention.  Let  me  thank  you  for  giv- 
ing me  this  privilege  of  being  with  you  to-dayn  I  will  not  detain  you  fur- 
ther than  again  to  extend  to  you  a  hearty  welcome,  and  to  express  the  hope 
that  all  who  are  here  to  listen  to  these  words  of  advice  will  be  protited; 
and  we  hope  that  you  will  remember  in  selecting  your  meeting-place  for 
future  conventions  that  we  always  have  room  for  an  institution  of  this 
kindt  and  we  assure  you  a  hearty  welcome  at  all  times.     (Applause.) 

Thk  Chaixman:  In  the  absence,  because  of  illness,  of  Mr  Leeds,  the 
President  of  the  City  Council,  we  shall  listen  to  his  associate  on  behalf  of 
the  City  Council,  Mr.  William  B.  Bell. 

Mn.  Beu.;  Unfortunately.  President  Leeds  of  the  City  Council,  whom 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  occasion,  is  threatened  with  an  attack 
of  grip,  mid  in  his  absence  I  can  only  express  bis  sincere  regret  at  bis  in* 
ability  to  be  present  and  to  tell  you  what  he  would  have  said  had  he  been 
here. 

r  am  informed  that  tbere  arc  still  some  people  who  beheve  that  the 
National  Municipal  Leagiie  is  made  up  largely  of  talkers— good  talkers  it 
is  truCi  but  talkers,  who  talk  without  very  much  result  sometimes — and  I 
want  to  present  to  you  some  facts  that  have  occurred  here  in  Atlantic  City, 
and  which  seem  to  me  to  furnish  a  very  interesting  and  strengthening  con- 
tradiction of  this  belief. 

On  January  17th  of  this  year  it  was  rumored  that  the  National  Mtinic- 
ipal  League  would  meet  in  Atlantic  City  this  year,  and  on  the  day  follow- 
ing one  of  our  leading  councilmen  resigned.  (Laughter)  No  explana- 
tion was  made.  Councilmen,  by  the  way,  in  Atlantic  City  occupy  a  very 
much  more  important  position  than  they  do  in  many 
Influence  of  large  cities.    On  January  23d  this  nimor  of  the  League's 

the  Xeagtie.  meeting  in  Atlantic  Ci^  was  confirmed^  and  on  the  fol- 

lowing day  another  Jcading  councilman  resigned,  On 
January  27th  of  this  year  it  was'  reported  Uiat  Hon.  Charles  J.  Bonaparte, 
President  of  the  League  and  ihe  Secretary' of  the  Navy,  would  make  one 
of  the  lead mg  addresses — and"  another  prominent  official  of  Atlantic  City 


FOR  GOOD  CITY  GOVERNMENT  3 

resigned.  (Laughter.)  On  April  5th^  a  very  short  time  ago^  as  you  ScCt 
wc  were  again  reminded  by  the  papers  that  the  League  would  meet  in 
Atlantic  City  in  barely  more  than  two  weeks,  and  his  Honor  Mayor  Stoy, 
10  whom  you  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  listening,  went  out  and  raided 
thirteen  slot  machines,  and  cleaned  up  the  town  generally.  (Laughter) 
So  that  you  can  see  this  furnishes  a  very  interesting  and  satisfactory  con- 
tradiction of  any  such  belief. 

Many  of  the  good  citizens  of  the  town  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  restill  of 
thcs«  three  days  of  conference,  and  possibly  by  the  time  you  leave  our 
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dtilmD  of  the  United  States,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  has  certainly  swung  m  Lne 
tight  direction  a  great  distance  during  the  !ast  few  years,  and  there  seem 
to  be  some  signs  that  the  heretofore  inevitable  reverse  swing  is  about  to 
Mt  in  and  that  it  is  highly  important  that  we  should  get  all  the  results 
which  QSM  fK)ssibly  be  obtained  from  the  tremendous  moral  movement 
which  has  occurred  during  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

I  think  that  there  is  a  principle  in  psychology  that  the  man  who 
having  had  a  good  impulse  has  failed  to  reg:ister  that  impulse  by  some 
good  deed,  some  corresponding  deed,  is  in  a  deeper  and  worse  moral  con- 
dition than  if  he  had  never  had  the  impulse.  We  want  to  take  advantage 
*>f  (his  impulse  which  certainly  has  spread  throughout  all  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  register  it  some  w^y  even  beyond  what  it  has  already  been 
register  ed. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  League  is  paramountly  a  body  that  can 
assist  us  in  doing  work  of  that  kiml  I  have  been  very  mi^ch  interestedj 
in  looking  into  the  records  of  the  League,  in  coming  across  certain  very 
practical  suggestions  about  municipal  accounting.  I  know  of  nothing  that 
would  help  more  in  the  economical  administration  of  municipal  govern- 
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,^  place  during  your  life  as  an  institution  that  is  more  in  need  of  good  advice 
Vhan  this  dty.    I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  my  remarks  short,  so 
•  *as  to  give  w  a  chance  to  benefit  by  listening  to  something  good  in  the  way 
O*  •  '  How  to  Run  a  Gty  Government/' 

^fote  me  in  reference  to  the  remarks  that  I  should  make  be- 
lie to-day,  and  directly  following  it  more  inquirkii  were  made 
I  liTQuId  say.    This  h  a  pecultarity  of  the  newspaper  men,  who 

|p  know  exactly  what  t  ssy  before  I  ss^  it.     My  answer  to 
base  was  Ui^it  I  khould  be  n  listener  juui  hoped  utjifOi 
)gani7.ation  in  Atlantic  Qty.. 


^.w  oua  ^>ume  people  who  believe  that  the 
^>auonai  Municipal  League  is  made  up  largely  of  talkers — good  talkers  it 
is  true,  but  talkers,  who  talk  without  very  much  result  sometimes — ^and  I 
want  to  present  to  you  some  facts  that  have  occurred  here  in  Atlantic  City, 
and  which  seem,  to  me  to  furnish  a  very  interesting  and  strengthening  con- 
tradiction of  this  belief. 

On  January  17th  of  this  year  it  was  rumored  that  the  National  Munic- 
ipal League  would  meet  in  Atlantic  City  this  year,  and  on  the  day  follow- 
ing one  of  our  leading  councilmen  resigned.  (Laughter.)  No  explana- 
tion was  made.  Councilmen,  by  the  way,  in  Atlantic  City  occupy  a  very 
much  more  important  position  than  they  do  in  many 
Inflnenoe.of  large  cities.    On  January  23d  this  rumor  of  the  League's 

the  Leajg^e.  meeting  in  Atlatitjc  City  was  confirmed,  and  on  the  fol- 

lowing day  another'  leading  councilman  resigned.  On 
January  27th  of  this  year  it  was  reported  that  Hbn.  Charles  J.  Bonaparte, 
President  of  the  League  and  ih'e  Secretary* of  the  Navy,  would  make  one 
of  the  leading  "ad3resWs~and^1u\otfieVpV6hiihehto^^^^     of  Atlantic  City 
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resigned.  (Laughter.)  On  April  5th,  a  very  short  time  ago.  as  you  sec. 
we  were  again  reminded  by  the  papers  that  the  league  would  meet  in 
Atlantic  City  in  barely  more  than  two  weeks,  and  his  Honor  Mayor  Stoy, 
to  whom  you  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  listening,  went  out  and  raided 
thirteen  slot  machines,  and  cleaned  up  the  town  generally.  (laughter.) 
So  that  you  can  see  this  furnishes  a  vcr>'  interesting  and  s<itisfactory  con- 
tradiction of  any  such  belief. 

?.!iny  of  the  good  citizens  of  the  town  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  result  of 
thc-^i  '-'.'ti  'lays  of  conference,  and  possibly  by  the  time  you  leave  our 
r-i-rirLT  r:i-::i?.'il  problem  of  how  to  pave  Atlantic  Avenue  may  have 

;  :■  :::''.'>•.  "Mt  the  chief  object  of  this  League  is  to  get  good  men  inter- 
tr.v:  -.1  irjir.r::  on  the  right  side,  and  certainly  during  the  last  few  years 
L  r*-.u-  'Jci-.  r.Lt  been  accomplished  in  that  direction.  I  suppose  it  would 
-..*  .■■'  v-.  ■..r.':c:;it  to  attribute  to  any  one  man  or  any  one  body  the  credit 
..  ■  -  -_-jt  :cr  the  results  which  have  been  accomplished  in  this  diri'c 
!  r.  -'-  . ;  t!  i  believe  that  to  no  inconsiderable  extent  the  result  has  been 
r.jLt  :---:.:•"  to  this  League  and  pan3y  to  the  men  who  have  derived  inspira 
::-.r.  f-  :r.  the  League. 

Ar.  i  :  t-t  there  is  anotVitr  pj:r/.  .  iu±  is  of  very  vital  importance,  and 
tl-it  :•   »  -tn  thcist  po.-v  si>«r^.  L«r..i:>:  sntrested.  to  so  direct  their  f.ffnrii, 
i\<.'.  UitiT  ui.rr*r^-   zsp  have  resu!t>.  and  certainly  in 
Iniereitof  «  '-•':  Ui-.  =::-.  v  .v-iciii:  City,  on*  of  the  ^Jiialkr  <.iti«'.it 

Good  Hen.  « ^  '■''--  -Jia-    .   -..t^rArwJ  with  New  York  and  Phila 

•r:  ■.■■-..  uii-    .;—  c>r  rno,  v.'rA'ih  tr^ny  <A  vou  g'rntln- 
:-.vi:  cmK.  1:  I     r:  ■--;:;;       -:--     -'  latri.  :-tx;^ritnct^  ii 'w*:  if*:,  lo 
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tncnt  than  the  system  of  uniform  accounting  which  you  have  largely  sug- 
gested and  which  you  have  worked  out  so  that  people  can  get  practical 
ideas  of  it. 

Now,  I  venture  to  say  that  in  many  council  committees — committees  of 
finance  in  the  smaller  cities — these  practical  results  and  suggestions  which 
you  fiave  reached  are  almost  unknown,  and  it  seems  to 
Aoooonting  mo  that  if  some  means  and  methods  could  be  devised 

Method!  and  of  bringing  the  iinance  committees  and  councilmen  gen- 

the  Smaller  orally  in  the   smaller  cities  in  touch  with  the  results 

Conununitiea  which  you  have  prvxlucod  that  it  would  be  a  most  happy 
event  for  such  cities.  However,  that  is  a  question  which 
it  seems  to  me  the  League  is  preomineiuly  qualified  to  handle.  In  my 
desire  to  brinjj  the  smaller  communities  into  closer  touch  with  the  League 
I  tiAve  ovorUvkod  for  the  moment  the  main  object  oi  my  remarks,  and 
that  is  to  >ocvMul  the  words  of  wcKvnie  which  Mayor  Stoy  has  just  uttered. 
\  assure  you  that  Mr.  Leeds  joins  in  them  most  heartily.  A  good  many 
visitorv,  nt  of  cvnirse  you  know,  come  hero  simi^Iy  for  pleasure  and  relaxa- 
tion, and  it  is  jurticularly  uratifyinj;  to  welcome  an  association  of  men  who 
vviuc  bore  ami  ba\e  the  interest  oi  our  city  at  heart. 

v'^n  bcb.alf  of  Mr,  Leeds  and  of  the  City  Council  of  Atlantic  Gty.  I  toke 
tbo  );toalest  p'oasure  in  >cco;u!in)i  the  Mayor's  worvis  of  welcome  to  At- 
Untio  vity  to  the  N,\tion.;l  Muniviv^al  Leagv.e.  and  to  its  members  and  to 
the  tnot^N  of  its  mcmlvrs. 

Tur  v'u  viRM  vN  :  It  is  COT  ;.;ir.iy  n*.ost  cncvur.i»::r.i:.  Mr.  Ma>-or  and  Mr. 
Co«uv;*Tran.  to  the  Lc,;^i:o  to  bavo  tb.is  cv^rv!:^!  we'.c^rrr.e,  to  know  that 
tboro  Atv  st-.Il  :\\o  sui\!\rv*i  -'^"d  bc,\*;hy  o.V.ci^'.s  o:  :r.;?  :o.vs  who  grant  us 
thx*  t\\v»;o:n  ot  ;be  cit> 

I  vN;n\xot  >iit  fvH-^'.  r.*o<x'.;  :*•  ;t  the  sii^c^^v-iiv^ns  :V.i:  h.iv^  ^-een  rsade  by  the 
lik*t  >iN\;VvM.  if  CAVTUNi  ov.;  ;n  A;!.'in:'.o  Cit>  h>  >:n  ,-ri  by  the  Mayor,  will 
r.uKo  r^n  ovAnv.vc  to  t'-.-  n:v.a"  ci::c<  o:  the  c-.x-.-ty— \h:ch  the  other 
v«^A*'.  v'.:-;*  V  ^tvvo  \rx*,  o;*»  :hc  r-^  v^-  •^-  *..c,Vj:~c  I  c.:~r::<:r.i  :o  the  finaxi- 
v>A*  o^-x-.'N  of  Vrro'.;v  v'tt.>  v\v.v;;:'  >:;;v->  ot  :he  <yj:cr:i  of  munidpal 
«v\N^  .r.;-.i:  hV.;vV  '  :,s  »sv;'.  >xoTkov;  o;:;  ".  >  o;:r  N*,"i;:or-iI  ?-!cr::c;pa:  League 
xVtvrv.Tvv  \  o.':».  >;.>  to  ;?-v-  XU^o;  AVvl  :o  the  Cour.ci'..  ar.i  i:*  the  a^ksent 
oJ'v-^'.N  o;  :Vo  c  Lx  t!\;;  xw*  ^'  ,'.1'  r.^:  or  v  A-r-evr-itc.  he:  ve  shill  do  oar 
K~vv  to  o-A  o>  ;*%-  r\NN.o:i-i  o:  :'"c  0  .>  /.w.^:  o;:?  short  s:i>. 
Wo  ^*''..;  .  .^t  '-^ix-^  A  :vvv;  vv*^*  .*.:'  Ssvrc:.'^.  C»r.>r.  R:>?ers  Wo'^-ni- 

V'  V  Sv^'R^•.v«^  >  :  O?  ■:—.-:•.,  '.  h.'^  c  ^.-v-  ,-  r<rr,*rL  uh:ch  if  I  read 
^J  :^  •:v  c-'c:;vix  x»v.;:\\  o^^v;:'\  A  '.^  ,:v  ,v::v  *  o:  :;— c  :hi-  i:  wc«=M  be 
t'.vvv  to-,  t:'o  :o  .\v:  x  '^  -  -^  V-j:v>  .=;  :,'  the  fir:  O-^i  there 
bAvo  Nvr.  ,';■:• -.c  S*"  voi*  s>'  -^ ,  .x  x'xcrrs  o:  >.vvi'  s-.^.-SctTv»  And  ian- 
rs*»-;s»vv  ro  txnv  v.  "ho  r-^o<:  :^?:  '  vj.r.  Kvv  ro  o.>  ;r.  :he  rir»e  ilio^ed 
n^  Tr>e  ;x  ^'  -Axo.  >N%-!^  ot  ;V  '  .>:  a;;x'c  x'\:-iors  --ccr  the  3*a?er  to  iridi- 
oiitr  t>v  c\?^rt  ^M  ;>Nf  r':^o:vA",  fro>j:rf<s  c^t  rhe  >^xr. 
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Mr.  Woodmff  then  read  extracts  from  his  report  (For  fiirthet  refer- 
ence to  the  address  see  the  Table  of  Contents.) 

The  Cumrmak:  We  shall  now  have  a  report  from  the  Treasurer^ 
which  Mr  Pendletoru  of  Cincinnati,  will  read. 

The  following  report  was  read  by  the  Treasurer: 

GlO,   BuiNHAUf  Jt*   THEASUilEE,   IN   ACCOUNT   WITH    NATIONAL   MDNia:PAl. 

League, 
Balance  April  i.  IQOS - $1^1.93 

RECEIPTS, 

D«es. ......................... . . . $4,700,00 

Contributions.. .  - * * , . . . .  3,785-SO 

Saks  of  Proceedings.. . . . . , , . , . . . , . .     4^,86 

8,955.36 


l9. 137.29 

^XPEKDITI/RES, 

Printing  and  stationery. $1^3.03 

Postage  and  addressing. , 1,509.15 

Salaries- ........ ...........*..,,.».......... 3,000.00 

Clerioil  work. ....... ,....,,....., 687.94 

cuppings. .............*....,....,      119.35 

Traveling  expenses 425.85 

General  expenses  ..,..,,,....♦ ....-,.      372-50 

New  York  Committee's  expenses.  * . . . . 690.00 

General  Committees  expenses. ,..,.,,.,. ,...-.       76,85 

Proceedings. .*..,....      977.60 

8,862.17 

Balance  April  i,  IQ06. .....,,.   $275'* 

The  SEoerrARy:  Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that  the  report  he  referred  as 
usual  to  an  Auditing  Committee  of  two,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair, 

Mk.  Pendleton:    I  second  the  motion. 

The  Ctf  aikmak  :   If  there  be  no  objection  it  will  be  so  referred. 

Mr.  Deming,  as  Chairman,  made  the  foUowing  oral  statement  for  the 
Executive  Committee : 

The  Executive  Committee  has  been  pretty  actively  at  work  through  the 
year.  I  shall  give  you  simply  an  informal  outline  of  some  of  the  work 
done  by  the  committee,  more  lo  give  you  an  idea  of 
EtpOltof  the  varied  kinds  of  thing?  that  come  to  its  attention 

bitOllttTt  than  with  any  thought  of  giving  you  a  complete  report 

{^maittee.  A  complete  report  would  oecupy  an  entire  session  at 

least 
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The  membership  of  the  National  Municipal  League  grew  in  the  ta.a|  year 
from  Sgz  to  1,149,  an  increase  of  257,  of  which  New  York  contributes  13a 
Massachusetts,  Missouri,  and  Pennsylvania  14  cach^  and  New  Jersey  10: 
the  rest  of  the  increase  is  distributed  pretty  evenly  throughout  the  coun- 
try.  Perhaps  the  Executive  Committee  can  give  you  a  better  idea,  or 
rather  a  better  picture,  of  the  growth  of  the  league  by  telling  you  that  u|> 
to  May,  1896,  which  was  substantially  two  years  frorn  the  date  when  the 
League  was  founded,  the  total  receipts  of  the  League  were  $i,i7S;  while 
in  the  year  ending  April  iqoSp  the  receipts  from  dues  were  $jt,S00t  and  m 
the  year  ending  April  rst,  1906,  the  receipts  from  dues  were  $4,700,  We 
are  making  progress,  and  pretty  good  progress.  Sometimes  we  of  the 
Executive  Committee  feel  that  it  gives  us  a  bit  of  encouragement  when  we 
do  not  seem  to  be  making  much  of  an  advance  to  look  back,  and  we  find 
that  after  all  momentum  is  putting  in  its  work. 

During  the  Jast  year  the  Executive  Committee  has  been  endeavoring  to 
establish  additional  committees  to  assist  in  the  general  work  of  the  League, 
It  was  felt  that  the  general  interest  in  municipal  bctter- 
Additlonal  ment  had  spread  so   widely  that  the   Executive  Com- 

Commlttees.  mittce  could  not  unaided  do  even  such  portion  of  the 

work  as  the  N^ttionat  Municipal  League  undertakes  to 
do.  And  so  we  have  been  endeavoring  to  form  an  Advisory  Committee, 
consisting  of  a  picked  membership  of  residents  in  tlic  different  states,  our 
hope  and  intention  lieing  in  this  way  to  establish  in  every  state  in  the 
Union  a  center  of  influence  and  energy  for^the  improvement  of  city  gov- 
ernment  We  hope  also,  through  the  establishment  of  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee, to  receive  more  suggestions,  fresher  news  and  a  stronger  impulse 
from  our  members  in  the  different  states,  and  we  hope  through  our  cen- 
tral office  to  b  eabk  to  impart  the  information  received  from  one  city  to 
all  the  other  cities.  Our  Advisory  Committee  is  about  completed.  At  a 
later  session  of  the  League  a  formal  announcement  of  its  membership  will 
be  made.  We  have  as  members  of  the  Advisory  Committee  representa- 
tives from  all  professions  and  classes,  men  in  public  life  and  men  in  private 
life,  a  fine  collection  of  the  best  tjpes  of  American  citizenship,  and  we 
have  them  from  every  New  England  and  Middle  state,  from  everj-  state  of 
the  Central  West  and  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  and  we  arc  beginning  to  get  a 
very  good  representation  indeed  in  the  South. 

There  is  another  matter  in  which  I  think  you  may  be  interested.  We 
have  established  a  clipping  sheet  service.  That  means  that  once  a  month, 
we  send  out  to  every  member  of  the  League  and  to  several  hundred  dif- 
ferent newspapers  a  little  sheet  made  up  of  fresh  news 
Publicity.  in   regard  to  municipal  progress  in  different  parts  of 

the  country,  of  short  articles  and  extracts  from  articles 
on  municipal  questions,  most  of  them  prepared  for  us,  and  some  of  them 
selected  by  us.  These  supply  an  immense  amount  of  news  that  is  printed 
throughout  the  country,  giving  information   to   every  one   interested   in 


municipat  matters;  they  also  form  the  basis  of  a  g^reat  many  editorials, 
and  our  Secretary's  office  is  very  often  tmcrestcd  to  reco^ize  familiar 
writings  in  the  editorial  columns  of  many  widely  separated  newspapers. 
Jfi  this  way  sound  municipal  doctrine  and  fresh  municipal  betterment  news 
arc  disseminated  through  every  part  of  the  country. 

I  think,  too,  that  you  may  perhaps  get  some  idea  of  the  variety,  as  welJ 
as  the  cxteiit  of  the  infiuence  in  one  way  and  another  of  the  National 
League,  if  I  tetl  you  that  in  the  last  year  there  have  been  four  large  con- 
ferences, notable  conference^;,  to  the  success  of  which  the  League  has  con- 
tributed. Last  August  and  Sejjtember  at  Portland,  Ore.,  there  was  a 
Mnnidpal  Week  in  connection  with  the  Lewis  &  Clark  Exposition.  This 
last  January  there  was  a  conference  in  Chicago  of  the  militant  forces  for 
munictpal  betterment  held  by  the  invitation  of  the  Municipal  Voters' 
League  of  Chicago.  In  February  there  w^as  a  meeting 
Cmo  Weelca.  in  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  public  accounting,  and  more  recently  in  March 
there  was  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  ballot  and  primary  reform  and 
election  reform  generally,  in  New  York  City,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation.  You  see  these  conferences  have  stretched  from 
the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic. 

When  the  managers  of  the  Lewis  &  Clark  Exposition  decided  to  have 
a»  a  part  of  that  exposition  a  Municipal  Week  to  consider  questions  of 
mtttiicipal  betterment  and  various  municipal  problems,  the  National  Munic- 
ipal League  was  called  upon  to  give  its  aid  and  cooperation  to  make  that 
meeting  a  success.  We  were  the  organisation  that  was  immediately  ap- 
pealed to  to  assist-  We  did  assist.  Wc  did  cooperate.  It  was  a  wonder- 
folly  successful  week,  and  a  great  deal  of  sound  municipal  doctrine  was 
taught  during  that  week  on  the  Pacific  Slope*  I  think,  almost  without  ex* 
ception,  every  speaker  was  a  member  of  the  National  Municipal  League 
residing  in  some  part  or  other  of  the  United  States,  This  will  give  you 
wme  hint  of  the  amount  and  the  extent  of  quiet,  unselfish  work  being  done 
hy  members  of  this  League  when  called  upon. 

We  shall  hear  more  about  the  meeting  in  Chicago  in  a  paper  shortly  to 
he  given.      But  what  interested  me  in  that  meeting  was  that  when  the 
3pmmg  mititatit.  municipal  reformers  who  got  together  in  Chicago  to  ex- 
change their  different  experiences  and  to  help  one  an- 
Coafereitcftt,  other  by  this  exchange  of  information  came  to  formu- 

late a  platform  of  principles  on  which  the  militant  forces 
could  unite*  they  agreed  upon  a  platform  which  might  have  been  written  at 
the  original  meeting  of  the  founders  of  the  National  Munictpal  League. 
It  i*  certainly  a  cause  for  congratulation  that  the  soundness  and  pfactica- 
hJlity  of  our  principles  are  becoming  generally  rccoEniied, 

The  Washington  Accounting  Conference  was  attended  by  public  account- 
antt  and  by  public  officials  interested  in  methods  of  public  accounting  who 
<Mxm  from  many  different  and  widely  separated  parts  of  the  country.    The 
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KiBiid&eBE  and  practxability  of  the  priodples  of  accounting  advocated  bf 
dbe  League  met  wttii  outspoken  aipproval  at  this  conference. 

The  ElectoraJ  Reform  Conference  in  New  York  City  included  the  wbole 
«jb}ect  of  ♦rlfcctoral  methods,  and  was  attended  by  electoral  reformers 
fithertrd  iTfjm  a  score  of  different  states.  ^lany  members  of  the  League 
paitidp^ted,  and  the  views  and  recommendations  of  its  committee  on 
munidpal  nomination  reform  were  presented  to  the  conference.  It  was  an 
excejrtionaliy  fine  opportunity  for  educative  discussion. 

j^M^i  ^^  ^^*^  °^^  ^^^  **  report  from  the  Committee  on 

^^rvmlTL  Nominations  presented  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Bell,  of  Atlantic  City. 

*'»»*>*•  ^ir.  Bell  presented  the  following  report : 

To  THE  NATiOJfAJL  Muwiap>x  Leaoue; 

The  undersigned  Committee  on  Nominations  respectfully  presents  the 
following  nomiriations  for  officers  and  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  the  ensuing  year ; 

For  President :   Charles  J.  Bonaparte,  Baltimore. 

For  Hrst  Vice-President:    Charles  Richardson,  Philadelphia. 

For  Second  Vice-President:  Thomas  N.  Strong,  Portland,  Ore. 

For  Third  Vice-President:   H.  Dickson  Bruns,  New  Orleans. 

For  Fourth  Vice-President :   Edmund  J.  James,  University  of  Illinois. 

For  Fifth  Vice-President :   Albert  P^ushnell  Hart,  Harvard  University. 

For  Treasurer:   George  Burnham,  Jr.,  Philadelphia. 

For  Secretary:   Qinton  Rogers  Woodruff,  Philadelphia. 

For  members  of  the  Executive  Committee:  Horace  E.  Deming,  Chair- 
man, New  York;  Harvey  Stuart  Chase,  Boston;  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
Jr.,  Boston;  Dudley  Tibbets,  'Iroy;  Robert  W.  DeForest,  New  York; 
George  Haven  Putnam,  New  York;  George  B.  Hatch,  New  York;  Win- 
fred  T.  Denison,  New  York;  William  G.  Low,  Brooklyn;  Harry  A.  Gar- 
field, Princeton;  Harry  B.  French,  Philadelphia;  Clarence  L.  Harper, 
Philadelphia;  J.  Horace  McFarland,  Harrisburg;  Vance  C.  McCormick, 
Harrisburg;  George  W.  Guthrie,  Pittsburg;  Oliver  McClintock,  Pittsburg; 
H.  D.  W.  English,  Pittsburg;  William  P.  Bancroft,  Wilmington;  Henry 
B-  F.  Macfarland,  Washington,  D.  C;  W.  H.  Buckler,  Baltimore;  Elliott 
Htmt  Pendleton,  Cincinnati ;  L.  E.  Holden,  Cleveland ;  Frederick  C.  Howe, 
Qeveland;  Lessing  Rosenthal,  Chicago;  J.  L.  Hudson,  Detroit;  John  A. 
Butler,  Milwaukee ;  David  P.  Jones,  Minneapolis ;  Henry  L.  McCune,  Kan- 
sas City;  Frank  N.  Hartwell,  Louisville;  W.  S.  Parkerson,  New  Orleans; 
Ernest  C.  Kontz,  Atlanta;  James  H.  Causey,  Denver;  Frank  J.  Symmes, 
San  Frandsco. 

Respectfully  submitted,  George  McAneny, 

Fred.  S.  Hall, 
Henry  W.  Leeds, 

Committee. 
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Tk£  Chaieuan:  You  have  hutitd  the  nominations,  are  there  any  other 
nominations  or  sug^gestions ?    Arc  there  any  remarks? 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee  was  adopted  and 
the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  cast  a  unanimous  ballot  for  those  nomi- 
nated, which  he  did.  and  the  gentlemen  named  were  declared  duly  elected 

The  Chaikman:  The  next  in  order  is  a  paper  on  the  "United  Cities 
Plarform,"  which  will  be  read  by  Mr.  Charles  Richardson,  of  Philadelphia. 
First  Vice-President  of  our  League. 

M*.  RiCHARifSON:  This  paper  is  presented  because,  in  connection  with 
the  review  of  the  events  of  the  past  year,  it  was  thought  that  the  action  to 
which  it  relates  should  be  noted  and  endorsed  by  tlie  National  Municipal 
League  by  a  special  paper  for  the  purpose. 

For  further  reference  to  Mr.  Richardson's  paper  see  the  Table  of  Con- 
tents, 

The  Cuai&man:  Wc  will  now  listen  to  a  paper  on  ''Work  among  Col- 
lege Men/*  which  will  be  read  to  us  by  Mr.  William  S.  Moorhead,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Yale  City  Government  Club,  and  also  President  of  the  Inter- 
collegiate League  of  Civic  Clubs. 

Mit  Moohhe-xd:  I  am  very  sorry  that  1  shall  not  be  able  to  read  a  paper 
to  you.  J  wrote  one  out,  but  as  t  was  coming  down  on  the  train  I  looked 
for  it  and  found  I  had  five  pages  in  the  middle.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  quite 
apropos  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  speak  thus  early  in  the  de libera* 
tions  of  this  convention.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Chairman  must  have  a 
truly  dramatic  sense  of  climax,  is  imbued  with  the  force 
Work  among  of  Spencer's  inductive  theory,  or  perhaps  Darwinian 
CoUe^  Men,  evolutionism.     1  believe  it  is  the  first  step  in  considering 

social  questions  to  get  at  the  basal  man.  In  him  arc 
10  t»c  observed  the  promptings,  the  tendencies  and  the  desires  of  nature 
much  more  easily  than  in  one  who  has  been  changed  by  outside  inHiuence^ 
or  " Inflooence,"  as  I  believe  the  technical  term  is*  (Laughter*)  After  you 
have  observed  in  the  primitive  man  the  unconvertible  laws  of  human 
nature,  the  next  thing  is  to  catch  the  animal  when  he  is  young  and  develop 
the  good  trails  in  preponderance  to  the  bad  ones.  Now  there  are  manj 
places,  of  course,  where  young  men  may  be  caught,  A  college  is  one  place, 
and  a  good  and  favorable  place ;  perhaps  better  specimens  could  be  gotten 
in  the  outside  world,  hut  this  is  one  place  where  he  can  be  caught.  He 
must 'be  taught  all  the  tricks  of  parties.  Not  only  the  method  by  whicli 
tie  may  advance  his  own  proper  principles,  but  the  methods  of  the  unprin- 
cipled if  he  is  to  guard  against  them  effectively.  But  after  all  the  salva 
liotn  of  a  class  must  come  from  within^  and  this  is  true  of  a  college  com- 
muiuty  if  it  is  anywhere.  It  is  the  setf-imposed  tasks  taken  up  by  college 
undergraduates  that  are  carried  tlirough  with  most  enthusiasm  and  with 
greateit  skill.  Realizing  these  facts,  civic  clubs  have  been  established  ilt 
Tcry  many  of  the  universities  of  the  country.  As  these  clubs  arc  somewhat 
IKnrd.  il  jmy  interest  you  to  Ijcar  about  them— at  least  your  Secretary 
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ksi  Ud  mt  Ut  iiii»poM  ifaat  ii  would.  I  shall  describe  ihe  one  aI>out  vrhich 
I  kmow  fJi«  fiiosl.  and  froro  this  you  hi  ay  learn  the  general  idea  ol  these 
(|pb».  for  tbry  sre  ^ry  fitnilM. 

We  liate  maiir  courBcs  in  political  science  in  our  colleges,  biii  they  do 
WH  git  Mt  l!be  {practical  tide  of  the  question.  They  emphasise  principles, 
ImK  thef  do  not  take  up  the  shading  o^  that  is  necessary  when  it  comes  to 
$k€  pfBOieal  worktnf  out  of  thcnt.  Now  our  attention  has  been  directed 
MOttly  to  the  cities,  the  nmnicipalities.  Brjxe  justly  called  them  the  sore 
li  of  the  cr/untry,  ajid  they  consequently  require  more  attention.  Our 
object  i»  study;  study  of  muntdpal  questions,  and  also  state  and 
ones.  To  carry  out  this  object  we  generally  appoint  two  men  to 
look  up  a  jciven  city.  The  one  looks  up  the  structural  machinery  by  which 
ihe  government  is  run,  the  other  takes  up  the  abuses  to  which  this  machin- 
nf  h«»  l?ccn  put  Tins  is  generally  ix  report  upon  the  *  machines.**  After 
ffiii  report  has  Iwcn  made  there  is  an  infonnat  discussion  by  tlic  different 
rtietnber*  of  the  club— of  course  of  a  very  primary  nature^  but  it  is  a  step 
n  Um  rfgbt  direction  I  believe. 

Aootlicf  metliod  by  which  wc  carry  on  the  study  of  political  problems 
If  by  lectirifig  men  who  arc  practical  workers  in  poliiica  to  come  to 
"imokcrs"  of  the  club  to  give  informal  talks,  and  after 
Tate  City  Gov-  these  t&lks  the  members  of  the  club  ask  such  questions 
imiiieat  Club.  a^^  occur  to  them>  In  this  capacity  wc  ha%'e  had  such 
tncn  speak  as  the  President  of  the  National  Municipal 
League;  and  its  Sccrctarj';  also  Judge  Jerome^  Honorable  Herbert  Parsons, 
and  Mr,  Billy  Kent,  of  Chicago.  Wc  have  endeavored^  with  more  or  less 
•acctfaiv  to  cooperate  with  the  political  science  department  ot  the  college, 
T^  men  whom  we  have  up  arc  often  very  interesting  speakers  for  a  course 
in  "American  Social  Conditions/'  and  the  men  who  lecture  in  that  course 
are  alto  very  interesting  to  be  heard  at  our  '*  smokers,"  Lincoln  StefTcns 
wc  iecured  in  this  way.  As  you  will  see,  the  work  is  largely  academic. 
It  cannot  well  be  otherwise.  The  membership  of  the  Gub  is  non-partisan. 
The  members  themselves  frequently  arc  very  strong  partisan*  We  do  not 
attempt,  at  least  at  present,  to  attain  the  absolute.  We  cannot,  of  course, 
form  a  party— I  don't  suppose  we  want  to.  If  we  can  induce  men  to  stand 
for  good  politics,  no  matter  with  what  party  they  become  affiliated  with, 
wc  think  that  we  have  accomplished  our  main  object.  The  tendency  among 
college  men  is  to  join  a  party. 

At  a  recent  trip  to  Washington  one  of  the  members  of  our  club,  who 
was  going  straight  into  Tammany  as  soon  as  be  graduated,  told  President 
RoosevcU  this  and  asked  his  opinion,  and  he  said  that  he  thought  it  would 
lie  a  good  thing;  if  he  went  into  Tammany  with  the  idea  of  raising  it  50%, 
and  actually  did  raiie  it  20^.,  he  would  accomplish  a  great  good,  and  that 
is  the  feeling  among  college  undergraduates.  Of  course  the  difficulty  is  to 
raise  it  20%.     (Applause.) 

We  do  undertake  practical  work  when  possiblcL     It  is  not  very  often 
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possible.  For  instance,  we  sent  down  eighty  watchers  to  the  elections  in 
New  York  for  Jerome,  The  mere  danger  of  the  thing,  I  think4  attracted  a 
great  many  of  them.  They  were  not  alt  members  of  our  cUib,  because  our 
club  numbers  only  forty-five.  It  is  a  rather  small  membership,  but  that  is 
because  we  purposely  limit  it.  We  have  a  rather  larje 
Frsctical  Work,  vvaiting  list  to  get  in,  but  it  would  be  impossibte  to 
conduct  the  informal  tallcs  and  the  "smoker**  with 
a  very  much  larger  number  of  members.  Of  course  there  are  always 
two  ways  to  improve  a  class;  one  to  educate  every  one  a  little  bit  and  one 
to  educate  the  leaders  especially.  Now  the  members  of  the  Yale  City  Gov- 
ernment Club  do  not  hold  theinselve,'^  up  as  leaders,  because  they  are  not 
Imt  they  are  the  men  who  are  most  in  earnest  aixiut  this  matter.  The  gen- 
eral idea  of  a  college  man  1  believe  is  that  he  is  rather  frivolous  and  not 
in  earnest,  and  that  is  certainly  true  to  a  large  extent  in  the  Freshman 
and  Sophomore  ye;irs,  but  when  it  comes  along  to  the  Junior  and  Senior 
years  he  becomes  more  serious,  and  our  members  are  entirely  from  the 
Junior  and  Senior  classes.  We  also  do  the  best  we  can  to  give  the  benefit 
of  our  work  to  the  college  in  general  and  to  the  people  in  New  Haven. 
One  of  our  main  objects  is  to  stir  up  interest  in  politics,  and  whencier 
possible  we  induce  the  speakers  whom  we  have  at  our  "smokers"  to  give  a 
ptiblic  address  before  they  talk  at  the  "smoker,'*  and  to  this  arc  invited  all 
the  university  as  a  whole  and  the  people  of  New  Haven.  I  suppose  a  col- 
lege audience  is  the  most  lectured  audience  you  could  possibly  find,  they 
are  lectured  on  almost  everything,  and  yoit  have  to  have  a  man  who  is  well 
known  3nd  has  a  great  deal  of  force  to  draw  s.  good  audience.  It  is  very 
hard  to  draw  some  of  the  academic  people  away  from  their  books  and  from 
their  athletics,  and  it  is  also  very  discouraging  at  times  to  find  that  you 
have  a  lecture  on  municipal  ownership  by  Hon.  Bird  S.  Coler  scheduled 
for  the  same  night  as  a  lecture  on  "  The  Responsibilities  of  Citizenship  " 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  is  very  hard  to  gel  these  prominent  speakers ; 
they  are  very  busy,  and  we  realize  it.  The  end  in  view  is  not  to  be  seen 
very  clearly.  The  idea  expressed  in  '*  I  shot  an  arrow  into  siir.  it  felt  to 
eaith,  I  knew  not  where,**  is  not  a  very  attractive  diversion  to  a  man  busy 
in  public  service,  but  it  is  a  noble  and  effective  kind  of  tnissionary  work, 
and  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  appeal  to  the  National  Municipal 
League  to  aid  us  in  securing  speakers  and  getting  aid  in  this  way, 

I  have  been  asked  to  speak  a  few  words  concerning  the  Intercollegiate 
League  of  Civic  Clubs  which  was  formed  last  month  in  New  York.  It  was. 
no  doubt,  the  rallying  of  patriotic  citizens  throughout  the  land  to  the  sup- 
port of  honesty  and  competency  in  public  service  and  to  the  attack  of  such 
method*  as  are  the  antitheses  of  these  that  caused  this  movement  of  the 
colleges.  The  success  of  the  City  Government  Club  at  Yale  induced  some 
of  its  members  to  think  about  establishit»g  similar  clubs  at  other  colleges. 
Onr  motives  were  not  altogether  altruistic  in  this  phase  of  the  question* 
because  we  expected  to  gain  help  from  the  cooperation  and  experience  of 
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the  other  dubs.  Of  course  the  same  old  problem  of  the  apathy  of  the 
people  was  to  be  overcome,  and  we  started  out  to  overcome  it  by  sendtiis 
out  letters  as  feelers  to  aboat  ten  of  the  larger  universities  in  the  countiyi. 
_  11     •  i        ^'^  ^^  *  *' smoker"  about  that  time  and  one  of  Qor 

DltenSdll^gmte  speakers  was  Mr,  Giarle^  M,  Jessup,  of  New  York,  who 
jLeagTlie  01  signified  his  wiUingness  to  aid  us  in  this  matter,  and  he 

approached  a  great  number  of  men  prominent  in  public 
service  and  in  the  world's  work  to  get  an  expression  of  their  opinion  as  to 
the  practicability  of  this  scheme.  Many  of  them  wrote  letters  advocating 
the  plan,  and  from  these  we  took  excerpts  and  with  that  material  and 
other  material  we  made  up  a  pamphlet,  which  we  sent  around  to  about  250 
universities,  together  with  a  circular  letter,  proposing  to  cooperate  mitk 
the  men  in  the  different  universities  in  forming  clubs,  and  in  fonning  con- 
federations of  those  clubs  and  in  having  an  annual  meeting  of  the  delegates. 
The  replies  came  in  very  slowly,  and  we  decided  to  send  out  another  batch 
of  letters,  and  with  this  idea  in  view  induced  Hon.  Herbert  Parsons  to 
request  the  President  to  write  .1  short  letter  advocating  our  plan.  The 
President's  reply  to  his  request  was  an  invitation  to  come  to  Washington. 
The  delegates  of  the  City  Government  Club  and  delegates  of  such  clubs  as 
had  been  formed  in  different  colleges  were  invited  At  tliis  time  we  were 
in  communication  with  about  25  universities.  The  number  of  course  was 
small  but  the  colleges  represented  were  the  best.  They  were  the  largest 
universities  in  the  New  England  states  and  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  states, 
the  Southern  states  and  in  the  Middle  Western  slates.  This,  of  course, 
was  an  excellent  chance  to  bring  the  delegates  of  these  different  clubs  to- 
gether, and  we  immediately  transmitted  this  invitation  of  ihe  President  to 
the  different  clubs,  also  calling  for  a  convention  in  New  York  at  the  Qty 
Club  the  night  before  we  left  for  "Washington.  The  result  was  that  thir- 
teen colleges  sent  delegates,  the  others  expressing  thiiir  approval  of  the 
movement,  but  their  regrets  that  they  could  not  send  delegates  on  account 
of  the  distance.  The  colleges  which  were  represented  w*ere  Amherst, 
Brown,  Cornell,  Columl^ia,  Chicago,  Dartmouth,  Harvard,  Michigan,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Princeton,  Williams  and  Yale.  At  this  convention  the 
Intercollegiate  League  of  Civic  Clubs  was  formed,  a  constitution— pro- 
visional constitutjon — was  adopted,  which  provided  mainly  for  an  annual 
convention.  The  trip  itself  was,  of  course,  of  great  benefit  to  every  one, 
but  the  feeling  was,  after  every  person  left,  what  we  were  going  to  do 
next  Now  that  we  had  all  agreed  that  the  Intercollegiate  League  of  Civic 
Clubs  was  a  good  thing,  what  were  we  going  to  do  about  it?  Were  we 
merely  to  go  back  to  our  different  colleges  with  that  feeling  of  relief  that  a 
man  has  when  he  has  figured  up  his  debts  but  paid  none  of  them? 
(Laughter.)  Or  were  we  to  pursue  the  point  which  we  had  set  before  us 
ictjvely?  The  outcome  of  all  this  will,  of  course,  depend  upon  the  genera- 
tion which  will  neact  come  into  these  different  dubs.  But  the  convention 
will  no  doubt  be  a  great  force,  and  if  its  possibilities  are  realized,  success 


will  be  a*^surcd.  There  is  needed  a  tie  that  will  bind  tlie  American  wniver- 
sities  as  the  English  universities  are  bound.  In  a  letter  from  the  German 
Ambassador  he  described  the  movement  for  an  organisation  among  German 
universities  not  very  dissimilar  to  the  one  we  are  proposing  now. 

The  great  pointi  I  think,  in  the  convention  will  be  having  men  meet  one 
unothet  who  will  settle  and  live  in  the  same  city  after  graduation,  and  they 
will  have  a  common  bond  of  interest  and  a  nucleus  to  Stan  the  work  for 
good  government-  Possibly  the  organization  may  result  in  something  sim- 
ilar to  the  College  Men's  Political  Association  of  New  York,  and  if  this 
results  there  will  be  a  continuoits  chain  of  work  for  good  government, 
starling  in  the  colleges  and  continued  after  graduation.  At  Icait  wc  hope 
that  one  step  has  been  taken  toward  making  the  college  graduate  a  better 
and  more  uscfu!  citizen  and  toward  realizing  the  raison  d'etre  of  the  uni* 
ver  sity .     (  A  ppl  ausc . ) 

Tbe  Chainman  :   That  closes  our  program  for  this  afternoon. 

The  Conference  then  ad|oiirncd  until  10.30  a.  m.,  April  25th, 


WBBHESDAT  MOENIK0  SESSION. 

The  second  session  of  the  Conference  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Chalfonte 
at  lo.ss  a.  m*    Fifth  Vice-President  Albert  Bushnell  Hart  in  the  Cliair* 

Tbc  Chairman:  The  meeting  thts  morning  is  to  be  a  kind  of  an  ex- 
pericnce  meeting.  We  are  to  learn  of  the  great  things  that  have  been  done 
by  the  Municipal  Leaguf.  or  in  some  cases  of  great  things  that  remain  to 
be  done  by  tbe  League*  for  the  work  of  this  organization  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted. There  are  still  spots  in  the  country  where  we  and  our  principles 
afc  needed,  and  I  shall  therefore  call  in  succession  upon  a  number  of  repre- 
sentatives of  organizations  affiliated  with  this  body  in  the  various  cities  to 
tell  of  the  difficuhies  and  of  the  triumphs — I  hope  wc  may  have  a  fair  share 
of  tJic  joys — ^tn  their  city.  Before  entering  upon  this  part  of  the  program 
I  will  ask  ihc  Secretary  to  make  some  further  announcements. 

The  Secretary:  i  desire  to  say  that  Mn  Lawrence  Veiller,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  City  Club  of  New  York,  is  not  to  read  a  paper,  but  his  very 
ilile  assistant,  Mr.  Fred  S.  Hall,  will  present  a  paper  which  he,  Mr.  Hall, 
IttS  prepared.  Mr.  Hall  is  very  anxious  tliat  I  should  make  it  very  clear 
iJiat  the  paper  is  his  and  not  Mr,  VeilJer*s,  because  he  does  not  want  to 
commit  Mr,  Veiller  to  his  position.  Personally,  I  think  we  want  to  real  ire 
liiat  it  is  Mr.  Hair*  paper  because  of  its  intrinsic  merits,  Mr.  Hall  is  one 
of  thotse  essentially  modest  men  who  are  making  great  headway  in  local 
fliatten,  but  arc  not  always  willing  to  take  full  credit  for  their  work. 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  saying  that  we  arc 
having  increasing  difficulty  in  getting  our  members  to 
TOe  Actifitjf  attend,  for  the  simple  reason  that  their  public  duties 

of  Ii^a^e  arc  so  pressing.    That  is  rather  a  healthy  and  encour- 

Mtmben,  aging  sign,  that  our  men  arc  so  actively  engaged  locally 

that  ihcy  are  not  entirely  masters  of  their  time.    That 
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is  particularly  true  of  men  like  Mr.  Guthrie,  who  has  been  elected  mayor  of 
Pittsburg,  who  is  making  every  eflfort  to  be  with  us,  but  who  may  be  at  the 
last  moment  detained,  not  through  any  private  engagement,  but  through  the 
exigencies  of  public  business.  The  same  is  true  of  Mayor  Cutler,  of 
Rochester,  who  up  to  yesterday  had  fully  expected  to  be  with  us,  and  stiH 
entertains  a  hope,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  has  almost  vanished,  because  of 
a  local  situation  calling  for  his  attention.  It  is  a  very  satisfactory  thing, 
however,  to  know  that  so  many  men  actively  identified  with  the  League 
are  in  such  positions  of  prominence. 

I  have  here  a  dozen  envelopes  containing  the  names  and  addresses  of 
the  do/en  men  who  competed  for  the  Baldwin  prize.  A  year  ago  one  of 
our  members  established  n  prize  of  $ioo  for  the  best  essay  on  a  municipa! 
topic.  Twelve  admirable  papers  have  been  presented  in  competition  for 
that  prize.  The  Board  of  Judges,  consisting  of  Judge  McCune,  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Kansas  City;  Professor  Brooks,  of  Swarth- 
more,  and  Dr.  Picrson,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  examined  these. 
They  were  unanimous,  first,  as  to  the  ineritoriousness  of  the  papers,  and 
second,  as  to  the  person  entitled  to  the  prize.  None  of  us  know  who  that 
person  is,  because  the  nomwe  de  Illumes  have  not  been  investigated,  but  I 
think  it  will  be  interesting  to  have  a  sub-committee  of  two  appointed  to 
open  these  envelopes  and  announce  at  a  later  session  of  the  Conference  the 
successful  winner  of  the  prize. 

The  Chairman:  Is  it  to  your  mind  that  such  a  committee  will  be  ap- 
pointed? Those  in  favor  will  say  aye.  Those  opposed,  no.  It  is  a  vote. 
1  learned  this  particular  law  in  Louisville,  (Laughter.)  The  Chair  ap- 
points Mr.  Stoli,  of  Louisville,  in  compliment  to  the  parliamentary  law. 
and  Mr.  Hall,  of  New  York,  to  open  and  announce  later  in  the  session. 

The  schoolmaster  is  the  only  per&on  who  h'AS  discr*vered  the  secret  of 
perpetual  youth,  for  he  always  fees  before  him  persons  of  the  same  age 
they  have  always  been,  and  in  a  gathering  like  this  he  very  frequently  de- 
tects some  people  who  have  sat  before  him,  before.  Not  so  many  months 
ago  I  woiUd  have  said  at  this  moment.  '*  Freiberg  will  recite."  Being  pre- 
cluded by  a  change  of  circumstances,  I  will  say  that  Mr.  A.  Julius  Freiberg, 
of  Cincinnati,  will  now  speak  to  us  as  a  member  of  the  Citizens*  Municipal 
Party  of  the  very  remarkable  change  that  has  come  in  the  city  in  which 
ht  and  his  friends  have  been  so  active  and  so  efficient.  Mr.  Freiberg. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Freiberg  then  read  a  paper  on  the  Cincinnati  situation,  for  far- 
ther reference  to  which  see  the  TabSe  of  Contents, 

The  Cbmhman  :  The  next  paper  that  we  have  on  the  program  was  pre- 
pared and  will  be  read  by  Mr,  F,  S.  Hall,  Secretary  of  the  City  Club  of 
New  York. 

Mr*  Hall:  Shall  we  Vi^ork  for  men  or  measures?  The  old  question 
presented  again  at  the  round-table  conference  lias  been  faced  by  the 
workers  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  decided  in  favor  of  both.     But  we 


have  decided  that  it  is  advisable  lo  work  for  those  two  things  by  meana 
of  separate  org-anizations.  1  represent  an  organization  that  takes  the  side 
of  measures — the  City  Chib  The  side  of  men  is  admirably  repre^jented  by 
the  Citizens*  Union^  and  that  phase  of  the  work  of  the  campaign  of  the 
season  which  has  just  ended  was  so  well  presented  last  night  that  I  think 
I  need  make  no  apology  for  coiifniing  my  paper  to  measures,  which  h  the 
natural  standpoint  of  one  representing  the  City  Club, 

Mr  Ilall  then  read  a  paper  on  the  New  York  situation,  for  further  refer- 
eace  to  which  see  the  Table  of  Contents, 

The  Cmairman:  The  next  paper  will  be  by  Thomas  Raeburn  White, 
Esq.,  of  Philadelphia*  the  counsel  of  the  Committee  of  Seventy*  and  one  of 
the  most  active  leaders  and  advisers  that  we  have  had  in  the  great  move- 
rncot  in  Philadelphia, 

Mr.  White  then  read  a  paper  on  the  Philadelphia  situation,  for  further 
reference  to  which  see  the  Table  of  Contents, 

The  CiiAtRMAK  :  The  following  committee  has  been  appointed  to  audit 
the  Treasurer's  accounts;  E.  B.  Sturges,  Scranton,  Pa.;  Dr.  E.  M.  Hart- 
wcH,  Boston. 

The  committee  on  announcement  of  the  prize  will  report  at  the  after- 
noon session,  and  will  be  expected  to  give  us  the  name  of  the  pri^e- winner 
and  also  the  next  contestant  as  honorable  mention. 

Jonathan  Edwards  nscd  to  preach  a  sermon  tn  which  he  announced  the 
f^riuciple  that  in  order  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  Heaven,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  blessed  should  be  able  to  look  into  Hell,  and  thereby  appreciate 
the  torments  of  those  less  favored.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  1  am  goitig: 
lO  call  upon  Mr,  Percy  N.  Booth,  of  Louisville,  to  give  us  a  little  back- 
nnd  to  the  civic  triumphs  of  Philadelphia.    Mr.  Booth. 

M».  Percy  N.  Booth  :  I  had  not  expected  to  say  anything  to-day.  How- 
ever, no  Southern  city  has  yet  been  heard  from<  1  came  to  this  meeting 
with  a  feeling  of  gloom.  Other  cities  have  come  here, 
Lonifrille  have  sent  their  delegates  here,  with  a  note  of  jubilation 

Condi tioni.  on  their  lips,  and  nearly  every  report  tliat  we  have  heard 

has  been  an  inspiring  one.  I  must  present  you  a  rather 
Kumihating  picture  from  Louisville.  There  have  been  municipal  organtza* 
tjons  in  Louisville,  organised  for  non-partisan  purposes  for  the  past  twenty 
jfcars.  The  hrst  one  which  I  remember  anytlnng  about  was  organised  by 
Xlr,  Hart  well,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  body. 
Despite  the  educational  intluences  of  those  organizations,  the  election 
which  was  held  in  the  fall  of  1905  in  Louisville  was,  on  the  whole,  the  most 
diigfaccful  election  that  has  ever  occurred  in  the  city.  This  also  occurred 
in  spite  of  ttie  fact  that  we  have  the  strongest  and  largest  City  Qub  organ* 
i^ed  on  non-partisan  lines  which  1  think  the  city  has  ever  had. 

The  situation  in  Philadelphia,  as  stated  by  Mr,  White,  impresses  me 
rery  strongly.  There  arc  a  great  many  things  in  that  situation  w*hich  are 
timilar  to  the  situation  as  it  now  exists  in  Louisville.     The  election  in 
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Louisville  on  November  7th  of  last  year  was,  in  many  respects,  a  riot 
cnder  the  leadership  of  the  policemen  of  the  city  and  the  imported  phonics, 
or  repeaters  as  we  call  them,  from  other  cities,  principally  from  Gindnnati, 
N2ih\ille  and  St.  Louis.  I  am  speaking^  now  from  the  record,  as  we  are 
now  contesting  in  e<;ait>'  the  election  which  was  held  on  November  7th  last 
Some  ij.cco  pa^es  of  testimony  have  been  taken,  which  has  been  printed 
in  ei^ht  large  volumes,  and  those  are  now  l)etore  the  two  Equity  DiWsions 
of  the  JefTerson  Circuit  Court.  The  points  of  similarity  which  I  noted  arc 
rather  interesting.  For  instance,  there  were  six  precincts  in  the  dty  of 
Louisville  which  were  moved  and  in  which  fake  elections  were  held  where 
alphabetical  voting  occurred  similar  to  the  house-to-house  voting  which 
occurred  in  Philadelphia..  For  instance,  throughout  the  whole  list  of  say 
350  name 5  the  f.rst  men  that  appear  to  have  voted  had  last  names  begin- 
ning with  A;  the  next,  la^t  names  beginnin,;  with  B;  the  next  with  C,  and 
so  on  thrc'jgh  the  list.  The  firal  voters  had  names  that  began  with  X,  Y 
and  Z.  They  all  ap^-car  to  have  vof-'d  between  3  and  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. (Laughter.)  In  two  instances  voters  appear  to  have  voted  during 
the  morning  from  A  to  Z  and  during  the  afterncK»n  from  Z  to  A.  Another 
rather  peculiar  circumstance  1 

Mr.  White  said  that  dogs,  cats  and  women  were  registered  in  Philadel- 
phia.   I  v/as  rather  impressed  by  his  illustration.    It  reminded  mc  of  the 
common  law  classing  women,  children  and  lunatics  in  the  same  category. 
We   had   men   all   over   the  dty   who  were   registered 
Illegal  Elec*  from  vacant  lots.    There  were  a  great  many  of  them, 

tion  Practices.  and  a  great  many  who  were  registered  under  the  names 
of  people  who  had  long  since  been  dead. 
The  difficulty  in  Louisville  is.  altliough  we  have  a  fairly  good  registra- 
tion law,  there  is  such  a  short  time  between  registration  and  election  that 
we  have  not  the  opportunity  to  cro-^s  o(r  the  phonies.  That  has  to  be  done 
by  proceedings  :n  court.  A  hi!l  was  sent  up  to  the  Legislature  during  the 
last  session  which  attcnii/tcd  to  put  the  registration  in  May  instead  of  in 
October,  and  it  was  shelved. 

The  bill  which  Mr.  White  spoke  of  introduces  a  remedy  for  thoi  most 
cr>'ing  evil  in  Louisville  in  regard  to  fair  elections.  As  I  understood  Mr. 
White,  that  bill  prohibits  policemen  from  going  to  the  polling  places  on 
election  day  except  to  make  an  arrest.  In  Louisville  the  election  of  1905 
v.as  under  the  active  control  in  every  detail  of  the  firemen  and  the  police. 
In  the  precinct  where  I  was,  for  instance,  the  old  men  from  the  little 
Sisters  of  the  Pfx>r,  a  home  for  aged  and  infirm,  who  had  not  been  voted  in 
the  city  of  Louisville  since  the  A.  P.  A.  fight  some  years  ago,  were  brought 
in  the  omnil/U-cs  of  the  L^-^uisville  Transfer  Company,  of  which  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Safety  was  manager,  and  were  actually  led  into  the 
polling-place  by  a  policeman,  where  they  were  openly  voted  by  the  Demo- 
cratic election  officials.  A  Democratic  officer  asked  them  whether  or  not 
they  wanted  to  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  and  every  one  of  them  openly 
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stated  th^t  he  did,  except  onc^  and  they  were  50  voted  openly,  and  thdr 
ballots  were  stamped  by  the  clerk  of  election  in  clear  violation  of  our 
secret  ballot  law.  We  were  powerless  to  prevent  it,  because  the  policemen 
were  very  pugnacious,  and  in  many  other  instances  arrested  citizens  and 
took  them  to  the  county  jail  for  "  undue  protest "  against  such  outrages. 
However,  ai  I  said,  the  matter  has  now  been  taken  to  the  courts.  The 
day  following:  the  election*  the  Citj-'  Club  which  had  fused  with  the  Repub- 
lican organization,  decided  to  contest  the  election,  and  at  the  first  meeting 
|;2Q,ooo  was  raised  with  little  diHiculty,  It  had  taken  several  months  to 
raise  the  same  amount  of  money  for  the  Rcpubhcan  campaign  fund,  Ihc 

Fusion  campaign  fund.  In  one  night  $20,000  were  sub- 
The  Conteatdd  scribed,  and  f  l;avc  no  doubt  wc  can  get  $50,000  if  we 
Mayoralty,  need  it     Mr.  StoU  can  tell  you  the  details  of  that,     He 

is  the  Cbairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
The  record  in  this  ca£e  has  taken  four  months  to  prepare,  and  we  see 
some  light  Things  are  very  dark  in  I.ouisviUe  now,  but  with  an  appeal 
to  the  civil  courts  under  our  very  fair  election  statute,  which  gives  a  court 
of  equity  on  petition  of  any  defeated  candidate  the  right  to  set  the  election 
aside  where  there  has  not  been  "  a  fair  election "  in  the  words  of  the 
statute*  we  feci  that  we  have  some  chance. 

The  discouraging  feature — perhaps  most  discouraging  of  all  about  the 
Mtuation  in  Louisville — is  that  the  appeal  to  the  Criminal  Court  has  been 
nbsolatety  valueless.  In  New  York,  for  instance,  as  I  understand  it^  after 
fhe  last  election,  where  there  were  a  great  many  election  outrages,  the  men 
were  quickly  arrested,  tried  and  found  guilty  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 
After  the  1903  election,  which  was  also  a  very  disgraceful  one  in  Louis- 
ville, we  went  before  nine  successive  grand  juries  with  the  best  men  in  the 
city,  who  themselves  witnessed  the  election  frauds,  such  as  seeing  through 
the  windows  with  their  own  eyes  election  officers  stuff  the  ballot-boxes— went 
hcforc  nine  successive  grand  juries  and  did  not  get  a  single  indictment. 
After  the  election  of  1905  we  went  before  the  Grand  Jury  and  got  between 
twenty  and  thirty  indictments,  but  every  one  of  them  tried  thus  far  has 

proved  of  no  vatue.  The  petit  juries  had  been  manip* 
Manipulate  ulated    instead   of   the    Grand   Jury,   and    wc    scctired 

Jiuifii.  absolutely  no  convictions.    Those  indictments  were,  for 

instance,  for  offences  such  as  this  one:  I  remember 
taking  the  evidence  of  a  little  fellow  named  Jones,  William  Jones;  he  was 
about  five  feel  six.  very  slightly  built,  had  light  hair  and  blue  eyes  and  pink 
ehecks,  and  he  was  an  election  officer  in  the  Twentieth  Precinct  of  the 
TirelitJ}  Ward.  After  the  ballots  had  been  put  in  the  box  he  was  count- 
mg  the  votes  when  a  dispute  arose  over  one  of  the  ballots*  He  and  one  of 
the  Democratic  officers  agreed  to  call  in  two  lawyers,  one  on  each  side. 
They  therefore  notified  the  policeman  to  that  effect  on  the  outside.  Re- 
tnmlllg  to  the  booth  they  waited  for  the  two  lawyers  to  appear,  and  in 
about  two  or  three  minutes  a  policeman  named  Lapdie  returned  with  a 
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gang  of  tQitgh$  and  commenced  to  haul  the  ballot-boxes  towards  lh£  door. 
They  entered  the  room  with  drawn  revolvers,  all  of  the  men.  Jones  went 
into  the  back  room — he  told  all  this  in  a  lisping,  diffideni  way,  and  it  was 
very  amusing^ went  into  the  back  room  and  got  a  brace  of  old  revolvers 
out  of  his  father's  bureau^hc  said  his  father  kept  them  there  for  protec- 
tion—came back  and  jumped  into  the  ballot-box,  held  his  brace  of  pistols 
at  the  policetiiati  and  tlie  toughs  and  said  that  the  first  man  who  touched 
that  ballot-box  again  he  would  kill.  A  very  unusual  tiling  happened,  the 
policeman  and  the  tlmgs  turning  tail  and  running.  About  ten  minutes 
after  that,  however,  a  patrol-wagon  drove  up  with  a  half  a  dozen  police- 
men in  it,  who  immediately  forced  their  way  in  the  door,  gathered  up  the 
Republican  sheriff  and  the  ballot-box,  loaded  them  on  the  patrol- wagon 
and  took  them  down  to  the  count>'^  jail.  When  the  returns  were  made  up* 
they  were  brought  in,  as  I  remember,  202  to  15,  although  the  clectiou  offi- 
cers had  already  counted  no  straight  Republican  ballots.  The  indictment 
against  Policeman  LapcUc  has  gone  the  same  way  as  the  rest  of  them. 

With  that  situation  staring  us  m  the  face  we  feel  that  our  attitude  must 
be,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  very  pessimistic  one,  although  there  is  hope.  As 
1  view  It,  with  the  men  who  are  now  behind  the  City  Club  and  behind 
these  contest  proceedings,  there  must  be  some  relief,  because  they  arc  men 
who  do  not  quit.  And  I  expect  that  has  been  the  reason  for  success  In 
otlier  cities, 

Mr.  Fbeibejic  :  Mr.  Booth,  may  I  ask  what  is  the  state  of  your  papers 
in  Louisville?    Does  the  " Courier-Journal  "  help  you  any? 

MsL  Booth  :  No,  I  cannot  say  that  it  docs. 

Ma.  FftiaBEHC :  The  other  papers  ? 

Mr,  Booth:  The  **  Herald  "  is  a  Republican  paper,  and  has  therefore 
been  in  sympathy  with  the  decent  nominees  because  tliey  fused  with  the 
Republican  ticket,  The  "Times"  is  a  Democratic  paper, 
The  LoidsTille  which  has  opposed  all  efforts  at  fair  elections.  The 
Papers.  "  Courier  ^*  has  taken  the  same  attitude,  and  the  **  Eve- 

ning Post  *'  has  been  the  only  independent  paper  which 
has  lent  us  any  very  vigorous  aid.  For  instance,  at  their  own  expense 
they  printed  the  registration  lists.  Now,  our  registration  lists  were  padded 
\^'ith  phonies  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  the  other,  and  the  publication  of 
those  registration  lists  has  done  more  to  clean  up  the  registration  than  alt 
other  agencies  put  together.  We  would  have  hundreds  of  men  come  in  and 
say,  "  I  sec  that  Thomas  Smith  lives  next  door  to  me.  There  isn't  any 
such  man."  And  we  got  thousands  of  responses  in  that  way  simply  by  the 
publication  of  those  lists.  I  have  been  proving  up  repeaters  during  the 
last  four  or  five  weeks  and  those  reports  have  been  the  basis  very  largely 
of  our  legal  proceedings  in  that  respecL 

Ma.  Deminc:  I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Booth  one  question.  What  is  the 
reason  that  the  Grand  Jury  would  not  find  indictments?  Is  the  law  under 
which  the  Grand  Jury  was  made  up  a  bad  law? 
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Mr.  Booth  :  No,  sir,  it  is  not, 

Mr.  Dkming:  Then  do  your  offidah  tamper  with  the  Grand  Jury  Ufit 
so  that  you  get  an  infected  list  to  pass  upon  election  claims? 

I^lit  Booth  :  That  is  it  exactly. 

Mr.  DtMiNG:  Is  there  no  way  of  reaching  those  officials? 

Mil  Booth  :  Our  juries  are  all  drawn  in  secret.  How  the  list  came  to 
be  made  up  with  such  unanimity  as  it  was  we  do  not  understand. 

Mm.  Demikg  :  But  you  know  the  names  of  persons  employed,  you  know 
the  names  of  the  ofHcials? 

Mm.  BootM  :  Wc  do.    They  are  drawn  by  the  judge  of  the  court 

Mm,  Deming:  By  the  judge  of  the  court? 

Mm.  Booth  :  Yes. 

Mb,  Demi  no:  By  just  one  person  yoti  mean? 

Mb,  Booth  :  Yes. 

Mr  Deming:  And  for  how  long  a  time  is  he  elected? 

MtL.  Booth  :  Six  years.  Of  course  the  lists  may  be  drawn  in  a  perfectly 
regular  and  fair  way  so  far  as  we  know- 

Mr.  Deming:  I  should  suggcsit  with  deference,  that  if  there  be  a  body 
of  men  of  substantial  means  in  Louisville  who  are  ready  to  back  up  their 
statements,  that  you  try  the  effect  of  advertising  a  few  libels  against  the 
officials  and  drawing  them. 

Mm,  Booth  :   We  have  had  some  libel  suits  in  Louisville. 

Mr.  Demixg:  Combined  action  to  bring  before  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  of  Louisville  the  degradation  and  the  infamous  conduct  of  public 
officials  of  that  sort^  and  keeping  a  standing  advertisement  before  them; 
ihe  comments  they  would  receive  from  the  public  throughout  the  country, 
the  fact  that  yon  are  perfectly  willing  to  go  into  court  to  try  it  out,  I  think 
perhaps  might  arouse  some  public  spirit  there  that  would  not  submit  to 
the  kind  of  frauds  you  have  had  in  igoj  and  1905,  It  seems  10  me  about 
time  the  men  of  Louisville  got  their  guns  and  held  a  fair  election. 

Mjl  Booth  :  I  would  like  to  slate  one  thing  in  that  respect.  One  of  the 
papers  has  attempted  to  expose  the  red-light  methods  of  one  of  the  polit- 
ical saloons.  It  did  that  by  a  series  of  articles  by  a  detective  who  was 
hired  to  come  there  from  Chicago.  Instead  of  clearing  the  atmosphere, 
the  editor  of  the  newspaper  himself  was  indicted  for  criminal  libel  by  a 
Grand  Jury  of  Jefferson  County,  tried  by  a  Petit  Jury  of  Jefferson  County* 
convicted  and  fined. 

Mk.  Sturces  :   Don't  you  have  a  list  of  jurors  made  out  ? 

Mfc.  Booth  :  Yes,  drawn  by  three  jury  commissioners,  and  that  list  has. 
as  Mr.  Deming  has  expressed  it,  been  an  infected  one. 

Mm.  Sturces  :   Was  that  made  annually  ? 

'  Ml.  Booth  :  Every  year. 

Me,  Stumces;   Why  not  look  after  your  jury  commissioners? 

Mm.  BofJTH :  The  jury  commissioners  have,  as  a  rule  I  think,  been  cnp- 
ibk  and  honest  men,  but  they  have  left  the  details  in  the  hands  of  the 
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and  H  was  our  juHcs  that  did  it.  It  immediately  put  new  life  and  energy 
into  every  prosecution  and  every  attempt  to  carry  out  our  law.  And  if 
Mn  Booth  will  go  home  and  let  his  organization  take  hold  of  that  jury 
business,  he  will  make  one  of  the  most  important  steps  possible  forward, 

I  want  to  mention  just  one  farther  instance  to  illustrate  it.  We  have 
had  another  strike  going:  on  for  nearly  a  month.  Mitchell  says  it  is  a  play 
5peit  and  not  a  strike,  but  it  is  a  strike,  and  all  around  they  are  beating 
and  shooting  men.  but  in  the  limits  of  the  county  of  Lackawanna  it  is  as 
orderly  to-day  as  it  is  in  this  room.  We  have  got,  for  instance,  the  only 
independent  anthracite  colliery  in  the  limits  of  the  city  working  just  as 
tnli  and  strong  and  producing  just  as  much  coal  as  it  ever  did,  and  its 
teamsters  arc  going  all  over  the  city  right  among  the  other  men  without 
the  slightest  trouble.  Why?  Because  they  know  that  we  have  got  a  court 
and  jury  of  men  that  will  convict  any  man  that  breaks  the  law. 

The  Chaisman:  Mr.  Sturgcs  failed  to  state  that  he  was  the  jury  com- 
missioner in  question.  I  think  nothing  can  better  illustrate  the  service  of 
the  National  Municipal  League  than  the  discussion  this  afternoon.  What 
one  man  hz^  learned  he  ct^mraunicatcs  to  another,  and  Mr.  Booth  has  not 
only  contributed  a  valuable  word  to  political  titeraliire,  "phonic,"  which 
will  certainly  make  its  way  into  the  language,  hut  he  has  also  given  us  a 
vejy  interesting  picture,  although  a  very  dark  picture. 

There  is  a  town  in  Massachusetts  which  at  one  time  was  celebrated  for 
lis  unruly  boy?,  A  stranger  coming  there  one  day  who  had  heard  about 
these  boys  saw  hardly  any  around  and  passed  up  to  tlie  hotel  where  he 
was  going  to  stay  without  being  molested.  He  said  to  the  landlord,  "  How 
is  it  that  this  town  has  such  a  name  for  bad  and  unruly  boys?  I  have  not 
seen  any  on  my  way  up  ?"  The  landlord  said,  *'  Oh,  those  boys  is  ojflf  ston- 
ing a  funeral,  and  when  they  get  back  and  find  you  here  it  will  be  alt 
right"     (Laughter.) 

It  appears  that  the  reason  for  Uic  success  of  the  reformers  in  Cincinnati 
wa*  that  the  repeaters  were  all  down  carrying  the  election  in  Louisville. 
While  they  were  off  stoning  the  funeral  Mr,  Pendleton  and  Mr.  Freiberg 

itnt  lit 

There  remains  but  one  more  address  for  tJic  morning  session*  and  be- 
fore I  call  ttpon  thai  gentleman  I  will  ask  the  Secretary  to  make  a  state* 
mem  in  regard  to  San  Francisco. 

Twfc  SfcRETAJtv :  Mr.  Fairfax  H.  Whelan  was  to  have  prepared  a  paper 
on  the  Sati  Francisco  situation.  I  might  say  I  was  particularly  anxious  to 
hare  lib  paper  because  Mr.  Whelan,  who.  by  the  way»  is  a  classmate  of 
jruurs  (referring  to  the  Chairman)  and  of  President  Roosevelt,  believes 
very  thoroughly  that  you  can  get  reform  within  the 
Sm  Flfm&ofaoOt  party^  and  has  had  a  very  intere:iting  experience  in  San 
Francisco  applying  that  principle.  Truth  compels  me  to 
iAf  thai  ihu*  far  it  has  not  been  wonderfully  successful,  although  they 
Ittve  gotten  hold  of  the  machinery  of  the  Republican  party  there.    The 
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Republican  party  did  not  prevail  at  the  election,  so  they  have  simply  re- 
formed what  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  minority  party.  The  Demo- 
cratic party  was  reformed  at  the  ^ame  time  and  is  also  a  minority  party. 
The  Republicans  and  Democrats  were  not  very  successful*  because  the 
Labor  party  polled  a  majority  of  the  votes  at  the  general  election.  Mr. 
Whclan's  telegram  stating  he  was  about  to  prepare  a  paper  reached  me  on 
the  very  morning  that  the  news  of  the  disaster  did.  Of  course  we  csnnot 
expect  to  hear  from  him  for  some  time  to  come.  Mr.  Andrew  M.  Davis, 
who  was  on  his  way  to  attend  this  meeting  as  a  representative  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Association  of  San  Francisco  and  got  as  far  as  New  York,  but 
has  written  that  he  had  to  return  at  once  to  San  Francisco.  Mr.  Davis  is 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Merchants'  Association  and  has 
been  prominent  in  the  good  work  that  that  Association  has  done. 

The  Chairman  :  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Stoll^  he  is  excused  from  ser- 
vice on  the  Baldwin  Prize  Committee,  and.  1  have  appointed  Mr.  Booth  in 
his  place. 

The  good  boss  looks  after  his  boys,  and  I  see  in  the  faces  before  me 
another  countenance  which  I  have  not  unfrequcntly  in  past  years  seen  over 
a  desk,  namely,  that  of  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  and  I  have  saved  him  as 
a  sort  of  bonne  bouche  because  he  has  something  pleasant  to  tell  us  about 
the  conditions  in  Boston,  particularly  relating  to  rapid  transit. 

Mr.  Paine:  I  realize  that  in  what  I  may  say  as  to  the  franchise  question 
in  Boston,  which  during  the  last  six  weeks  has  been  one  of  the  uppermost 
things  there,  you  do  not  care  for  the  details  but  merely  for  the  roughest 
outline.  We  thought  we  had  threshed  out  pretty  thoroughly  the  prin- 
ciples underlying  the  question  of  subways,  but  there  had  to  be  another  act 
this  year,  and  we  found  phraseology  in  it  which  largely  subverted  those 
principles,  Cambridge,  in  one  of  the  earlier  statutes^  bad  arranged  with 
the  Elevated  Railway  for  an  elevated  structure,  but  became  very  much  dis-^ 
gusted  at  the  prospect,  and  after  trying  for  a  number  of  years  to  substitute 
a  subway,  secured  a  law  last  year  providing  for  it,  but  the  Elevated  Rail- 
way would  not  accept  it^  so  Cambridge  applied  again  this  year  to  the 
Legislature, 

A  few  weeks  ago  there  was  a  hearing  before  the  Metropolitan  Affairs 
Committee  of  the  legislature  and  it  was  announced  that  a  plan  had  been 
arrived  at  by  agreement  between  the  Elevated  Railroad 
TrailiSit  Prob-  corporation  and  the  city  of  Cambridge  as  to  the  terms 
lemi  in  £ost€IL  on  which  the  Elevated  would  consent  to  have  a  sub- 
way instead  of  an  elevated  structure  in  Cambridge. 
The  hearing,  after  a  certain  amount  of  discussion,  was  about  to  close, 
when  it  was  developed  that  in  this  bill  thus  drawn  up  between  these  two 
interests  many  of  the  franchise  rights  of  Boston  were  impaired,  and  the 
Public  Franchise  League  demanded  that  the  hearings  be  reopened  and  the 
League  be  allowed  to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  public  interests.  The  com- 
mittee is  a  pretty  good  committee.  The  chainnan  is  certainly  a  fair  chair- 
man^  and  the  hearing  was  reopened. 


The  rental  for  the  portion  of  the  sub  way -to-be  In  Boston  itself  was  to  be 
redueed  from  the  existing  law  of  4j  per  cent  to  4J  per  cent,  affecting  mat** 
riaily  the  net  result  to  Boston.  The  terrns  of  the  lease  were  to  be  changed. 
A  limitation  was  put  upon  the  length  of  the  subway,  which  might  be  built 
to  connect  with  our  present  subway  at  Court  street,  and  in  place  of  a  por- 
tion of  it  a  longer  elevated  structure  was  authorized,  to  be  owned  by  the 
Elevated  and  held  under  permanent  tenure,  thus,  in  a  certain  sense,  bottling 
up  the  dty  of  Boston's  subway.  An  alternative  route  was  offered  running 
to  Park  street,  to  be  located  not  under  direction  of  the  Boston  Rapid  Tran- 
sit Commission*  but  at  the  sweet  will  of  the  corporation  itself,  and  without 
provision  for  the  protection  of  Boston  Common.  In  a  blind  provision 
rights  and  grants  previously  given  the  railway  were,  without  reference  to 
conditions  on  which  they  might  have  been  conditioned,  ratified  and  con- 
nmicd.  A  new  right  was  granted  for  the  extension  of  the  Elevated  Rail- 
road in  Boston  from  where  it  should  join  the  Cambridge  subway  around 
to  the  North  Station,  and  that  also  was  to  be  held  under  permanent  tenure. 

When  Uiesc  facts  were  presented  it  made  quite  a  stir,  and  it  then  de- 
veloped that  there  had  been  no  examination  of  this  law  by  any  public 
authority.  The  State  had  not  looked  into  it.  The  city  of  Boston  had  not 
looked  into  it.  That  is  an  illustration  of  a  defect  in  our  legislative  system. 
U  it  not  surprising  that  no  representative  of  the  people  was  under  the 
bounden  duty  to  scrutinize  the  law  to  safeguard  their  rights  and  interests? 
The  committee  then  said  practically  to  the  Elevated  and  to  the  city  of 
Cambridge,  "  You  get  together  with  the  repfesentativcs  of  the  Public 
Franchise  League  and  sec  what  you  can  decide  on  and  let  us  know.*' 
Well,  we  took  a  rather  uncompromisingly  ftrm  stand,  and  it  was  a  good 
deal  like  the  coon  who  came  down  when  the  man  threatened  to  shoot. 
After  several  attempts  at  bluffing,  they  agreed  to  strike  out  the  points  we 
objected  to. 

An  understanding  of  that  surrender  by  the  Railroad  and  of  that  attitude 
hy  the  Legislative  Committee  is  only  clear  in  the  light  of  the  past.  It  was 
because  the  League  has  been  for  half  a  do^en  or  more 
MUic  Fraa-  years  fighting  on  these  very  questions,  and  has  proved 
Mm  Lea^e«  that  it  can  scrutinize  these  franchise  grants  in  a  fair- 
minded  way  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  people  and  to 
be  iust  to  the  corporation,  and  by  agitation  and  education  has  aroused  the 
gox'ernors  of  the  Stale  and  the  mayors  of  the  city  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
problems,  and  has  helped  to  disclose  the  fact  that  the  people  are  intensely 
Interested  in  thcfc  franchise  questions  when  properly  presented. 

In  this  long  camp-iign  the  League,  in  a  certain  sense,  has  relied  as  its 
main  support  upon  the  referendum,  or  appeal  to  the  people.  And  that  has 
been  of  magical  efHcacy,  There  have  been  four  rcfercndnms  to  the  people 
Off  Bo>ston  on  these  transit  questions.  In  each  case  it  is  now  recognised 
tkit  the  people  were  right,  though  in  two  cases  the  acts  of  the  Legislature 
wcfte  fctoed. 
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Ja  1899  tbc  Elevated  Railway  tried  to  get  back  on  Tremotit  street  Ibe 
MfiMC  tfWida,  which  bj  otic  of  the  conditions  of  the  iS^  Subway  Act  had 
h9tm  rcaWTcd  irom  oat  most  busy  street,  to  its  vast  unprov^jnenL  The 
riiuliiiil  Railroad]  Company  had  won  over  both  parties  in  the  Legislature. 
Il  Iia4  fteciired  the  tympathy  and  suppon  of  both  machines  in  Boston,  tt 
Ittd  tilt  ti^ifiort  and  endorsement  of  the  big  and  self-styled  respectable 
PHWft  oi  fioston,  and  yet  in  the  election  it  was  beaten  by  the  people  two 
H^  cue.  Tlieai  in  1901  came  up  the  Washington  Street  Subway,  and  the 
eOfporatioa.  Itmiig  then  changed  its  mind  to  favor  a  subway,  insisted  that 
tlie  ocv  wdbmny  sboold  be  bui!t  and  owned  forever  by  itself.  There  was  m 
falntr  figtiL  Ftiiaily  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  for  it  to  be  built  by  the 
€3ty  and  I»ied  for  a  long  term  of  years  to  the  railway.  There  was  no 
fefcrendttm  ia  the  people.  Govemor  Crane  vetoed  it,  with  the  enthusiastic 
eiMk>riceient  of  the  state.  The  following  year,  Governor  Crane  having  in- 
titled  thai  there  should  be  a  referendum  to  the  people,  and  a  referendum 
hcsDg  inserted,  nearly  every  objectionable  point  was  thereupon  eliminated, 
as  they  kiiei»  ihey  could  not  carry  a  bad  law  when  it  called  for  a  reference 
to  the  people 

Out  ol  Boston's  long  struggle  two  general  principles  stand  forth;  That 
a  body  of  reformers  who  show  that  they  can  with  fairness  scrutinize  and 
aiiaJyze  and  expound  the  principles  and  applications  in  these  franchise 
grxnti,  from  the  points  of  view  of  safc?guarding  the  rights  of  the  people, 
out  be  a  dominant  power;  that  even  a  small  group  is  very  efficacious. 
Asd  second,  that  the  people  can  be  relied  upon  to  defend  their  own  rights 
and,  if  appealed  to,  prevent  corporation  franchise  abuses.  If  you  trust  the 
people,  if  jrou  appeal  to  them  in  a  broad-minded,  intelligent  way,  the  people 
will  prove  they  can  be  trusted,  1  am  not  sure  but  thai  is  the  lesson  of 
lilOft  of  these  other  cities.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  Louisville,  if  they  would 
raiie  d  question  by  w^hicli  the  people  would  be  aroused  the  people  would 
be  disgusted  with  and  stamp  out  those  practices  which  now  keep  in  office 
a  oiachiiie  which,  while  positively  a  disgusting  machine  in  itself,  yet  in  its 
Operation  on  the  people  may  not  be  of  very  serious  consequence  when  no 
questions  of  vital  moment  to  them  are  at  stake. 

ft  seems  to  me  that  the  lesson  wc  ought  to  have  learned  in  Boston  is 
that  the  people  are  the  main  reliance  for  the  progress  of  the  future^  and 
that  is  the  auspicious  rainbow  of  hope  for  the  ultimate  success  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  League.  If  you  believe  in  the  people  and  appeal  to  them, 
even  a  few  of  you,  if  really  in  earnest,  then  you  arc  going  to  win  in  the 
long  run  and  these  principles  of  good  government  are  going  to  be  adopted 
by  the  people  for  tbc  purpose  of  securing  that  good  government  which 
they  do  want  and  those  measures  which  may  prove  to  be  of  value  to  the 
civic  betterment  of  the  community.     (Applause.) 

The  Chaibman:  There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 
at  3.30  in  Room  510,    This  meeting  is  adjourned. 


I 


session 
was  called  to  order  ai  3  o' 
the  chair. 

The  CHAmMAK :  We  have  all  heard  a  great  deal  about  New  Jersey, 
&od  those  of  us  who  do  not  live  in  New  Jersey  (and  have  had  our  infor- 
madon  largely  from  the  newspapers  and  the  magazines)  will  now  have  an 
opportunity  of  having  infornialion  from  a  direct  and  reliable  source.  The 
first  speaker  is  the  Rev,  Adolph  Roeder,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey,  the 
President  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Civic  Federation^  who  will  speak  to  you 
on  the  work  of  that  body,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Dr. 
Roedcr,     ( App  I  ause , ) 

Mft,  RoaiEit;  Mr.  Chairman  and  Friends;  In  making  the  detailed  report 
of  Ihc  work  done  by  the  New  Jersey  State  Civic  Federation  I  beg  first  to 
iotrtMluce  papers  by  Frank  H.  Jamison  on  "Election  Reform"  and  by 
Thomas  A.  Davis  on  "The  Recall,"  and  also  to  make  apologies  for  the 
ibsence  of  Mrs.  Henry  P.  Baitey,  who  was  to  have  spoken  about  the 
Woman's  Club,  but  is  unavoidably  detained.* 

The  home  of  the  Woman's  Club  of  the  Oranges  is  to  be  more  than 
^Riply  a  home,  Without  serious  infringement  upon  the  privacy  and  the 
home  life  of  the  Woman's  Club  as  an  organization,  it  will  fittingly  reprc^ 
fciit  the  achievements  of  civic  workers  in  their  realisation  of  the  home 
life  of  the  community.  For  the  whole  is  not  only  equal 
ThM  WomAn'i  to  the  sum  of  all  its  parts,  but  it  is  also  by  nature 
Glnbof  tlt9  similar  to  the  nature  of  all  the  parts— hence  a  commun* 

OlUtgM.  ity.  a  municipality,  or  a  group  of  municipalities,  as  in 

the  case  of  the  Oranges,  h.is  a  distinctively  home  or 
lieiiscliold  side  in  which  and  through  which  the  women  of  that  aggregate 
abouJd,  can,  and  do  express  their  ability  and  competency  as  housekeepers. 
Housekeeping  is  not  a  man's  forte,  and  consequently  the  household  side  of 
a  municipality,  the  cleanliness  of  streets,  the  disposal  of  water,  the  regu- 
lation of  public  service,  which,  after  all,  is  but  an  aggregate  form  of 
domestic  ser^'icc,  is  not  as  satisfactory  without  the  help,  cooperation  and 

Ieutinsel  of  woman,  as  it  is  with  those  aids. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  note  that  among  the  various  features  which 
marked  ihe  use  of  the  new  Qub  House,  not  the  least  was  a  civic  dinner, 
ihc  immediate  success  of  which  was  due  to  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  that 
tirdcsfc  dvic  worker.  Aldeti  Freeman,  but  the  original  concept  of  which 
was  the  effort  to  secure  and  assure  the  ccMJpcraiion  of 
k  Civic  DiltlLer>     all  the  civic  organizations  of  the  Oranges^  hy  fourteen 
of  which  the  call  to  the  dinner  was  signed.    The  dinner 
i 
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niarked  two  distinct  rpochs.  First,  the  epoch  in  civic  life  contained  in  the 
sentence,  "  The  right  to  condemn  involves  the  privilege  to  commend  *' 
For  it  has  hcen  found  in  civic  work  that  judicious  commendations  of  the 
work  done  by  public  servants  and  officials  deserve  as  large  a  place  in  com- 
munal life  as  Ihe  judicial  criticism  of  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  the  same 
men,  or  men  in  the  same  line  of  work. 

The  various  influences  for  civic  betterment  represented  at  this  dinner 
stand  prominently  for  the  discreet  exercise  of  the  dual  power,  and  h^snce 
the  dinner  was  given  as  a  testimonial  to  two  retiring  councilmen  in  recog- 
nition for  the  efficient  services  rendered  by  them.  Secondly^  the  occasion 
stood  for  the  harmonious  cooperation  of  men  and  women  in  civic  work, 
since  the  organizations  signing  the  call  are  organizations  of  women  as 
well  as  of  men.  And  the  event  emphasiaies  in  a  marked  way  the  modifi- 
cation of  the  old  sentence,  "Men  and  women,  unequal  and  unlike,*'  into 
the  more  rational  idea,  **  Men  and  women,  equal  though  unlike,"  The  co- 
operation of  men  and  women  on  the  same  plan  of  civic  work  is  a  most 
desirable  feature  of  municipal  life,  and  if  the  new  building  will  occasionally 
lend  itself  to  the  purpose  of  such  cooperation,  it  wiU  have  achieved  a  novel 
and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  a  unique  success* 

And  now  in  reference  to  the  work  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Civic  Feder- 
ation : 

From  the  nature  of  the  work  before  these  meetings  I  confine  myself  to 
such  features  in  the  work  of  the  organization  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent as  refer  more  directly  to  the  life  and  welfare  of 
The  New  Jer-  municipalities^  omitting  the  larger  features  such  as  those 
wy  State  Civic  which  refer  to  the  question  of  riparian  rights,  the 
FederatiOlL  potable  water  supply  of  the  state  and  its  state  control, 

and  other  similar  topics. 

Permit  me,  how*ever,  to  premise  that  the  Federation  consists  of  various 
civic  bodies  in  different  dties  of  the  state  and  of  many  individual  members 
who  live  in  localities  where  there  are  as  yet  no  civic  bodies.  Also,  that 
one  part  of  the  work  of  the  President  of  the  Federation  is  to  make  reason- 
able efforts  in  the  way  of  establishing  such  organizations.  Four  new 
organbations  of  this  kind  have  by  this  means  been  added  to  the  member- 
ship list  of  the  Federation  during  the  year,  namelyt  Maplewood,  Morris- 
town,  Vineland  and  Vailsburg.  while  in  several  other  places  beginnings 
have  been  made,  as  Ht  Bemhardsville,  Kearney,  Arlington,  Cranford, 
Somerville,  Summit,  and  other  places. 

The  report  of  the  work  of  the  present  year  naturally  falls  under  three 
heads,  under  each  of  which  I  mny  be  permitted  to  call  attention  to  several 
features  of  interest.  In  the  first  place  the  Federation, 
Th6  Year's  through   its  local  organizations,   has   taken  up   strictly 

Work  local  questions  which  have  a  general  aspect,  that  is  to 

say,  propositions,  which  when  introduced  into  one 
muuicipahty  are  in  shape  to  be  used  by  other  municipalities.     Of  this 
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nature  is  the  putting  of  questions  to  candidal tes  for  election,  before  election. 
This  has  been  done  in  several  municipalities  for  the  past  tliree  years,  and 
the  results  have  warranted  all  anticipations.  In  many  instances  council- 
men  and  members  of  various  municipal  boards  have  been  strengthened  to 
resist  doubt  and  temptation^  by  either  themselves  recalling  these  ante- 
cleedon  pledges  or  by  having  them  more  or  less  vigorously  recalled  to 
than  by  their  constituents.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  form  of  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  communities  may  be  enlarged  and  become  more  common 
of  application.  The  question  of  avoiding  borrowing  money  in  anticipation 
of  taxes  has  developed  the  fact  that  this  practice,  common  in  all  municipal- 
ities of  New  Jersey  with  the  exception  of  its  two  largest  cities,  can  be 
readily  amended ;  and  the  Federation  has  followed  up  this  proposition,  with 
the  result  that  a  definite  and  perfectly  feasible  plan  is  now  in  preparation 
which  will  probably  be  in  shape  about  the  time  various  fiscal  years  open  in 
th«  fall.    The  plan  will  be  called  a  plan  for  "  funding  tax-arrearages." 

The  question  of  the  establishment  of  local  light  plants  to  be  owned 
and  operated  by  municipalities  grew  naturally  out  of  a  matter  of  finan- 
cial geometry.  The  large  corporation  which  controls 
Electric  the  electric  light  output  of  the  upper  section  of  the 

Lighting.  state  to  a  large  and  predominant  extent,  has  burdened 

itself  with  so  great  a  mass  of  obligation,  real  and  imag- 
inary i  that  it  has  to  charge  a  steep  price  (as  high  as  13  cents  per  kilo- watt 
hour  in  some  localities).  It  wa^  found  that  the  light  couM  be  produced 
and  sold  for  about  half  that,  if  the  producing  plant  was  not  so  loaded  with 
ill'adviscd  hnancial  geometry.  This  realization  brought  about  a  fiood  of 
btUs  to  the  Legislature  calling  for  the  enabling  of  municipalities  to  erect, 
maintain  and  run  light  plants*  Although  this  grist  of  bills  was  confused 
and  large,  and  although  the  methods  of  legislation  are  not  favorable  to  the 
avotdance  of  such  confusion,  yet  the  net  product  of  agitation  and  legisla- 
tive enactment  has  been  that  a  suf]^cient  number  of  these  bills  have  become 
laws,  whereby  municipalities  will  be  allowed  to  escape  from  tliis  undue 
pf ensure  brought  about  by  the  unwisdom  and  readiness  to  carry  undue 
loads  on  the  part  of  those  directly  in  the  business  of  producing  electric 
light  I  anticipate  that  at  least  six.  possibly  seven,  large  municipalities  will 
within  two  years  be  able  to  escape  the  burden  so  imposed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  municipal  electric  light  plants,  to  be  run  either  by  the  municipaJ- 
tties  or,  on  the  continental  plan,  established  by  the  municipalities  and  leased 
to  private  corporations  for  operating  purposes. 

To  this  first  group  of  subjects  submitted  for  your  kindly  consideration 
E  beg  to  add  a  second  group,  which  is  divided  into  two  sections:  a  first 
iectiim  of  things  attained,  and  a  second  of  things  to  be  further  agitated 
and  worked  for,  The  things  attained  and  the  things  still  to  be  worked  for 
both  fall  under  the  head  of  measures  of  a  general  nature  with  specific 
•pplications  to  municipalities. 

The  most  prominent  of  these  it  the  campaign  for  "  Limited  Franchises," 


28 


NEW  YORK  CONFERENCE 


In  this  the  Federation  has  done  it;^  share  of  work  and  it  has  attained.     So 
familiar  is  the  fl^ht  to  every  one  here^  m  all  probabtlJCyp 
Limited  that  it   ri^uires   no   further  elucidation.     Of  the  same 

Franclliflefl.  nature  and  coming  under  the  same  head  is  the  associate 

idea  **  Equal  Taxation/*  which  would  more  properly 
come  tinder  the  title  of  Railroad  Taxation,  because  that  is  virtually  the 
section  of  the  ori^nal  proposition  which  took  pronounced  shape  in  the 
Campaign  and  which  produced  the  results  thus  far  obtained.  This,  too,  is 
too  familiar  a  topic  to  require  furtfier  comment.  SulTice  it  to  say,  that  in 
both  propositions  it  is  the  municipality  which  is  the  ultimately  benefited 
factor.  The  third  item  in  this  group  is  the  "  Morns  Canal."  This  has  a 
municipal  bearing  in  this  feature,  name!y,  that  a  most  valuable  asset  of  this 
eaital  is  a  basin  in  Jersey  City  and  a  right  of  way  through  Newark,  both 
of  enormous  value.  This  the  agitation  of  the  Federation  has  thrown  into 
the  courts,  and  Messrs,  Joseph  H.  Choate,  former  Justice  Van  Syckel  and 
Chandler  W*  Rjker  have  been  asked  to  assist  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
state  to  bring  the  suit  ordered  under  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  to 
''determine  the  rights  of  the  state  in  the  basin  at  Jersey  City  which  forms 
the  terminal  of  the  Morris  Cannl**  The  outcome  of  this  litigation  will 
largely  determine  several  other  important  questions  as  to  water  supply, 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  railroads  and  so  forth  which  will  prove  of  in- 
tense interest 

Beside  this  group  of  things  attained,  let  me  ask  you  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  other  group  of  those  for  which  we  arc  working  for  next  year.  One 
is  the  recall,  which  Mr.  Thomas  A.  Davis»  of  Orange,  will  present  to  yoii 
in  detail  to-day.  The  other  is  a  radical  change  in  the  method  and  system 
of  election,  which  has  been  carefully  worked  out,  and  which  will  be  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Frank  H.  Jamison  to-day.  The  Latter 
Blectoiul  involves  the  method  of  voting  a  man  into  office;  the 

BieSinill.  former  a  method  of  voting  him  out  of  office  if  he  fails 

to  prove  competent  or  in  any  way  falls  short  of  the 
requirements  made  of  him  by  his  constituents.  That  these  two  refer 
directly  to  municipal  questions  js  evident.  It  is  equally  evident  that  the 
initiation  of  civil  service  reform  Js  of  the  same  nature.  In  this  we  have 
advanced  thus  far;  there  has  been  formed  an  association  to  represent  more 
distinctively  this  particular  reform;  a  bill  has  been  submitted  to  the  Legis- 
latttre  and  has  received  fair  consideration ;  and  we  have  been  promised  the 
creation  of  a  commission  to  look  into  it  in  detail  and  report  next  year. 

The  New  Jersey  State  Civic  Federation  is  now  in  Ihe  fourth  year  of  its 
existence,  I  feel  confident  that  the  results  obtained  thus  far  warrant  us  in 
feeling  that  it  has  done  fair  work  for  an  organisation  so  young  and 
bespeak  the  interest  of  all  those  in  the  state  who  are  laboring  for  civic 
righteousness  in  its  cflForts, 

Mr,  Booth:  On  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  yesterday  to  open 
the  envelopes  accompanying  the  essays  submitted  for  the  Baldwin  pri^e,  I 
beg  to  report  r 
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There  have  been  responses  from  six  colleges — the  University  of  Illinois, 
New  York  University,  Michigan  University,  Pennsylvania,  Harvard,  and 
the  University  of  Missouri,  From  these  the  largest  number  of  papers 
was  sent  from  New  York  University,  namely,  Ave.  Three  were  sent  from 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  a  total  of  twelve 
Baldwin  papers  in  all  were  received, 

Flite  Essay,  I  am  asked  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  judges* 

numbering  three,  and  consisting  of  Henry  L.  McCvme, 
judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Robert  C.  Brooks, 
professor  in  Swarihmore  College,  and  Ward  W,  Pierson,  instructor  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  arrived  at  their  conclusions  independently  and 
have  all  picked  out  the  same  paper  as  being  the  best.  That  paper  was 
written  by  a  Sophomore  in  the  University  of  Illinois,  who  lives  at  UrbaJia, 
ftlinois.  His  name  is  Arno  Woods,  He  wrote  under  the  nomme  d*  ptum& 
of  ^  Lord  Washington," 

I  ani  asked,  also,  to  state  that  another  paper  should  be  mentioned  honor- 
ably, which  was  written  by  Robert  B,  Brody,  who  is  a  student  at  New 
York  University,  AM  of  these  papers,  according  to  the  judges,  seem  to 
have  been  vatuablc.  I  will  read  one  or  two  comments  from  their  letters. 
For  instance.  Judge  McCune  says:  *'  Most  of  these  papers  are  very  valu- 
able and  should  be  printed  by  the  League."  Professor  Brooks,  of  Swarth- 
more,  says:  **  Four  or  li%*c  of  the  es?ays  arc  really  very  creditable.  Permit 
me  to  add  that  I  consider  myself  much  the  gainer  in  information  by  having 
read  the  manuscripts  submitted."  Dr.  Pierson,  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
Sytv&niat  says:  **A11  of  the  participants  are  to  be  commended  for  the  great 
expenditure  of  time  and  labor  which  has  been  required  in  the  preparation 
of  the  papers/* 

Ma  KiooiB:  What  is  the  title  of  the  paper? 

Mn.  BooTB  :  The  title  of  the  paper  which  won? 

Mil  Ki[ii>£R:  Yes. 

Mr.  Booth  :  All  of  the  papers,  I  understand,  were  written  on  the  same 
subject:  "The  Relation  of  the  Municipalily  to  the  Gas  and  Electric  Ught 
Service.^  I  think  probably  this  is  an  opportune  time  to  state  that  probably 
judge  McCune 's  suggestion  is  a  valuable  one  and  that  at  any  rate  some  of 
the  papers  should  be  printed  by  the  National  Municipal  league. 

The  Secretary:  I  might  add,  Mr  Chairman,  that  several  women  stu- 
dents competed  for  the  pri^e  and,  judging  from  the  report  of  the  judges, 
Side  very  creditable  representation.  The  successful  participant  wiil  re* 
edve  the  prize  of  $ioo  which  has  been  offered  by  one  of  our  rocmbers,  who 
kis  promised  to  renew  it  for  the  next  year- 
Professor  Rowe,  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Coordiua- 
tioa  of  instruction  in  Municipal  Government  suggests  that  the  title  for 
&ext  year  be  the  same  topic  as  that  the  instructors  will  work  along  next 
yeafp  najncly,  the  water  supply  of  cities.  This  year  the  subject  was  design 
by  the  Committee  on  Coordination  just  referred  to.    That  committee 
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is  composed  of  college  professors  and  instructors  who  are  actually  giving 
instruction  in  the  various  college  and  universities  of  the  countryj  so  thai 
this  prize  works  right  in  with  the  systematic  work  that  is  being  done. 

The  Chairman:  We  will  now  hear  from  Mr.  Farnham  Yardley,  of 
Orange^  New  Jersey,  on  "  Municipal  Farming.*' 

Mr,  Yarhlev;  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  have  b«en 
asked  to  say  something  this  afternoon  in  regard  to  an  experiment  thai 
has  been  tried  for  the  la!5t  two  j'ears  in  the  city  of  East  Orange.  As  a 
matter  of  record  I  would  like  to  state  that  I  have  the 
Municipal  honor   of  being   a   councilman    of   the   city    of   East 

Farming.  Orange  and  not  Orange^  New  Jersey,  as  is  stated  in 

the  program. 

We  have  four  municipalities,  the  dties  of  East  Orange,  Orange,  the 
township  of  South  Orange  and  the  township  of  West  Orange.  They  arc 
all  separate  and  distinct.  East  Orange  is  a  city  of  some  a6,000  inhabitants. 
That  is  in  the  county  of  Essex  and  is  about  eleven  miles  from  New  York, 
The  place  is  almost  entirely  a  residential  community.  That  is,  the  men 
arc  men  who  are  engaged  during  the  day  in  the  neighboring  cities,  in  the 
cities  of  Newark  and  New  York,  and  as  a  result  we  have  a  very  high 
dasSt  but  we  have  a  mass  of  apathy  in  regard  to  municipal  affairs  that  is 
very  hard  to  move,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  this  League  could  at  some  time 
suggest  some  feasible  and  practical  manner  of  creating  an  interest  in  civic 
affairs.  In  our  city  very  few  of  the  men  subscribe  to  the  local  paper,  and 
the  New  York  papers  have  little  or  nothing  in  regard  to  municipal  affairs, 
and  the  result  is  that  the  men  do  not  care  or  do  not  know  what  is  going 
on  in  our  city.  They  seem  to  be  reasonably  content  if  the  streets  are  kept 
clean  and  their  taxes  are  not  too  high;  if  they  have  the  conveniences  of 
an  ordinary  city  and  their  children  are  allowed  to  go  to  school.  Beyond 
that  they  do  not  seem  to  take  very  much  interest  in  civic  affairs. 

Some  three  years  ago  East  Orange  undertook  to  create  a  municipal 
water  plant,  and  took  as  a  source  of  supply  a  large  tract  of  land, 
some  650  acres,  that  is  located  in  the  Passaic  Valley 
The  Water  beyond  what  we  caU  the  Second  Mountain.    If  you  are 

Flaai  familiar  with  that  portion  of  New  Jersey  you  can  locate 

the  land  when  1  say  it  is  two  miles  to  the  north  and 
west  of  Short  Hills  and  Millburn,  and  about  the  same  distance  from 
Chatham.  In  this  tract  of  land  were  sunk  some  forty  wells.  The  wells 
were  from  85  to  about  250  feet  deep,  and  after  going  through  a  very  thick 
bed  of  blue  clay,  which  precludes  any  possibility  of  contamination,  they 
reached  a  supply  of  water  that  is  absolutely  perfect — as  near  perfect  as 
any  under-surfacc  water  can  be.  This  has  been  verified  by  anal3rtical  ex- 
aminations, both  bacterial  and  chemical  by  Stevens  Institute  and  the  State 
Board,  and  we  have  a  supply  that  is  unsurpassed  in  the  state.  These  wells 
are  all  connected  by  underground  communication,  underground  pipes,  and 
they  flow  into  a  large  suction  well 
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Tberc  the  large  pumps  (we  have  two  pumps,  each  with  a  capacity  of 
four  million  gallons  a  day)  take  the  water  and  force  it  up  to  the  top  of 
the  Second  Mountain,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  this  pumping  station^, 
and  then  the  water  runs  all  the  way  down  to  East  Orange  by  gravity. 
But  if  the  water  was  allowed  to  come  into  East  Orange  the  pressure 
would  be  so  great  that  the  plumbing  in  the  city  would  not  withstand  the 
force,  so  we  run  the  water  into  what  is  called  an  equalizing  reservoir, 
which  h  ijs  feet  above  the  main  tide  level,  and  the  water  runs  into  this 
reservoir  and  then  runs  out,  giving  ihe  water  in  East  Orange  the  pressure 
of  this  elevation,  which  allows  an  average  pressure  of  some  7J  pounds  to 
th€  square  inch  in  our  city.  In  some  places  it  is  as  high  as  95  pounds  to 
th«  square  inch,  which  you  ^ee  is  ample  for  all  fire  purposes,  and  as  a 
result  we  do  not  require  in  our  town  any  tire  engines.  All  fires  are  put 
out  by  the  use  of  hose  from  the  water  pressure. 

The  land  at  White  Oak  Ridge  (that  is  the  local  name  of  the  place),  of 
course,  was  not  used  for  any  purposes  except  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  under  surface  water.  The  land  was  farming  land  and  wooded  land. 
On  this  land  were  a  number  of  houses,  which  we  fitted  up  and  they  are 

now  occupied  by  the  various  employes  of  the  pumping 
Tbe  JCunicipal  station  and  the  water  plant.  One  of  the  first  things  we 
Firm.  did  when  we  acquired  this  land  was  to  put  a  caretaker 

on  the  property  and  to  put  up  signs  saying  that  it  was 
the  property  of  the  city  of  East  Orange  and  to  prevent  people  getting  in 
there  and  cutting  wood  or  doing  any  damage  to  the  property,  and  one  of 
the  first  things  that  we  asked  for  was  a  horse,  so  tliat  we  might  clean  up 
the  land  and  make  certain  improvements  and  take  things  back  and  forth 
from  the  railroad  station,  things  that  were  required  at  the  pumping  station. 
£  am  simply  telling  you  in  detail,  so  that  you  may  see  that  this  whole  thing 
was  the  evolution  of  an  idea,  although  it  is  a  phase  of  municipal  owncr- 
jibtp.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  municipal  ownership  in  general,  but  the  ideas 
that  J  give  arc  perhaps  ideas  that  can  be  u?»cd  in  other  p!accs  under  sim- 
ilar conditions.  Well,  w!ien  this  caretaker  made  the  request  for  a  horse 
we  had  just  been  talking  about  the  proper  means  of  disposing  of  two 
horaei  that  had  been  in  the  service  of  tht  fire  department  for  some  twelve 
or  fourteen  years,  horses  that  had  grown  too  heavy  and  grown  too  slow* 
and  wc  did  not  want  to  sell  them  because  we  thought  they  might  fall  into 
the  hands  of  some  people  who  would  not  care  for  them  properly,  and  so 
somebody  suggested  they  be  sent  to  the  farm*    So  they  were  sent  to  the 

farm,  and  as  we  had  a  lot  of  land  up  there  we  thought, 
Tht  E^olntion  "  Well,  now,  we  can  grow  hay  on  this  farm  for  the  feed- 
of  the  idea*  ing  of  the  horses  i"  and  then  somebody  said,  "  Well,  if 

you  can  feed  the  two  horses  up  there,  why  cannot  you 
feed  all  the  horses  that  are  used  in  the  Fire  Department  in  the  city,  all  the 
Irortei  o»ed  in  the  Road  Department  in  the  city  and  all  the  horses  that 
•ft  iiicd  in  the  various  other  departments?*'    So  wc  planted  a  great  oum- 
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bcr  of  acres  in  hay.  Well,  thetit  we  did  not  know  whether  we  should  bring 
the  hay  down  to  East  Orange  in  a  hay-wagon  or  bale  it  ttp  there.  So  we 
thought  the  business^Uke  way  would  be  to  gel  a  baling  tnachine»  and  we 
got  a  baling^  machine  and  baled  the  hay,  and  ever>^  week  the  hay  is  brought 
down  to  the  city  in  nice,  neat  and  orderly  form  and  the  manure  h  gathered 
up  from  the  various  fire  houses  and  taken  back  to  this  farm  and  put  on 
the  ground. 

Then  the  thought  occurred  to  us  that  we  had  a  lot  of  land  up  there 
that  was  not  available  for  water  purposes  and  we  could  start  a  nursery, 
so  that  the  Shade  Tree  Commission  that  we  have  in 
The  Tre«  our  place  could  be  supplied  with  young  trees  to  plant  on 

Nursery.  the  various  avenues  and  the  thoroughfares  of  our  town. 

And  that  led  up  to  the  question  of  why  not  turn  over 
to  the  State  Forestry  Board  the  woodland  so  that  they  could  cut  down 
such  trees  as  w^ere  not  desirable  and  could  plant  new  trees,  and  could  have 
the  place  as  a  park  and  a  place  of  illustration,  and  in  that  way  permit  the 
use  of  the  land  for  the  furthering  of  the  State  Forestry  idea.  But  we 
found  that  under  the  existing  laws  we  could  not  enter  into  a  contract  of 
that  sort  with  the  State  Forestry  Board*  So  at  the  present  session  of  the 
Legislature  a  bill  was  entered  in  the  Legislature,  which  was  drawn  up  by 
the  State  Forestry  Board,  that  permitted  us  to  enter  into  these  negotia- 
tions, and  the  bill  has  now  been  signed,  and  that  portion  of  the  land  that  is 
wooded  is  to  be  formally  put  into  the  hands  of  the  State  Forestry  Board. 
So  we  are  futihering  tluit  Idea. 

Then  on  the  land  we  had  a  pond*  This  pond  was  not  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  water  plant,  and  it  was  more  or  less  of  a  natural  pond,  so 
wc  sent  to  Washington  and  we  got  a  supply  of  trout  and  a  supply  of  bass, 
and  when  these  fish  grow  we  shall  have  a  chance  to  allow  the  citizens  of 
our  place  to  enjoy  some  good  fishing.     (Laughter.) 

Then  wc  permitted  each  one  of  the  seven  or  eight  employees  to  grow  a 
truck  garden,  and  they  can  keep  their  own  cows  and  can  keep  their  own 
chickens  and  own  liorses.  And  then  we  sort  of  stitn* 
Trnok  Gard^IU.  ulated  or  encouraged  them  in  laying  out  thetr  littJe 
tracts  of  land,  and  we  have  furnished  them  in  years 
past  with  seeds,  and  this  year  we  intend  to  offer  a  prize  to  the  fireman  ot 
engineer  who  has  the  neatest  and  the  nicest  and  the  most  orderly -looking 
door-yard  and  front  lawn  and  whose  wife  keeps  the  place,  in  the  way  of 
flowers,  looking  the  best.  In  that  way  wc  w*ant  to  cultivate  the  park-likc 
effect,  which  will  be  the  means  of  impressing  people  as  they  drive  through 
the  grounds. 

I  would  say  that  during  the  year  1905  we  planted  125  acres  in  grass. 
That  was  for  the  hay.  And  we  planted  35  acres  in  rye.  That  was  for  the 
straw.  Of  course  it  was  necessary  to  have  bedding  for  the  horses,  and 
we  had  our  own  straw,  and  haled  the  straw  just  the  same  as  we  did  the 
hay.    Then  wc  planted  15  acres  in  oats,  and  they  tell  me  that  oats  are  a 
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kind  of  an  uncertain  crop,  and  15  acres  won't  be  enough  to  supply  the 
demand  and  v.e  are  going  to  plant  a  great  many  more  acres  this  summer. 
Then  we  planted  lo  acres  in  corn  for  feed  and  an  acr«  and  a  half  in  car- 
rota  for  the  horses. 

Now  on  the  2d  day  of  June  we  are  going  to  have  what  we  know  as 
"  East  Orange  Day."  Water  bills  go  out  on  the  first  of  May  to  some  five 
thousand  householders.  We  have  five  thousand  people  in  East  Orange 
that  take  our  water,  and  we  are  going  to  invite  them 
£aft  Orange  and  their  families  and  all  their  friends  to  gfo  to  the 

Ssy,  water  plant  on  the  2d  of  June  and  watch  the  flag- raising 

on  the  flag-pole  for  the  first  time  and  watch  the  un- 
veiliiig  of  a  tablet,  and  we  trust  that  the  day  wiH  be  a  municipal  day  in 
which  the  glories  and  grandeur  of  East  Orange  can  be  lauded,  and  I  shall 
he  very  glad  if  you  will  ail  be  present,     (Applause.) 

Tme  Cuaibluak:  It  is  a  very  wonderful  story  of  the  gradual  evolution 
of  mnnkipal  ownership.  It  makes  mc  tliink  a  little  of  the  old  story  of  the 
man  who  got  a  new  door-n;at,  and  then  he  had  to  get  a  new  stair  carpets 
and  so  on  tmtil  he  had  to  furnish  his  house  completely  new,  and  then  get 
a  new  house. 

We  will'  now  hear  from  Mr.  Frederick  W.  KeJsey*  I  don't  know  which 
Orange  he  is  from.     In  the  paper  it  says  "  Orange,  New  Jersey," 

Mtt,  KetsEV :  Just  plain  Orange.  Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Getitlemen : 
1  here  arc  a  nimiber  of  Oranges  and  some  lemons  in  our  portion  of  Essex 
rottnty,  and  it  may  be  apropos  to  state  that  the  Orange  from  which  your 
present    speaker   comes   is    the    city   of   Orange.      The   adjoining   Orange 

C  which  has  taken  this  interesting  experiment  in  farming  which  Mr.  Yardley 
lias  so  well  outlined  is  an  adjacent  city.     But  while  we  have  several  munic- 
ipalities there  which  we  all  treat  as  the  Oranges,  we  are 
Tlte  Oraag^da*  really  ail  one,    Soeiaily  and  in  economic  questions,  at 

least,  we  are  one  community,  and  although  we  have 
jibout  60,000  population  there,  which  as  the  preceding  speaker  has  men- 
ticined  is  largely  of  a  residential  character,  the  community  after  all  cm- 
htaced  in  the  four  Oranges  is  almojit  a  suburb  of  Newark,  or  rather  a 
nsbarb  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Chairman,  as  one  of  the  members  of  this  League  who  pays  his  dues 
and  docs  not — or  has  not  heretofore— taken  an  active  interest  in  the  direct 
work  of  the  League,  I  have  felt  some  embarrassment  in  this  matter  of 
i|»eaking  this  afternoon,  and  when  I  was  urged  to  do  so  there  was  another 
eoaibarrassment,  because  the  subject  tjpon  which  I  wish  to  speak  is  not 
Hfictly  a  municipal  subject,  Another  embarrassment  arises  from  the  fact 
thftt  those  of  us  who  are  engaged  in  active  affairs  and  not  in  professional 
ntttetf  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  speak  extemporaneously  on  a  question 
of  litU  kind,  upon  any  important  question;  and  yet,  to  my  mind,  it  is  very 
^jectionable  to  read  a  paper,  I  much  prefer  the  other  style  of  prcscnt- 
and  yet  I  shall  have  to  ask  your  indulgence  if  1  read,  because  the 
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subject  which  I  present  I  deem  of  the  very  greatest  importance,  and  I 
want  to  be  as  brief  and  as  concise  as  passible. 

Mr.  Kclsey  then  read  an  interesting  paper  on  the  getieral  corporadon  lawi 
of  New  Jersey,     It  was  an  important  and  striking  contribution  to  that  paf- 
ticnlar  subject,  but  as  it  did  not  deal  with  their  rela^ 
Corporation  tions  to  municipalities,  nor  in   fact  any  phase  of  the 

Reform,  municipal  problem,  the  Editor  has  had  to  omit  it  from 

this  volume,  which  must,  under  the  necessities  of  the 
case  be  devoted  to  papers  bearing  on  municipal  topics. 

Mr.  Alden  Freeman,  of  Orange,  was  then  called  to  the  chair. 

The  Ck-'UKMan  :  I  have  been  asked  to  explain  to  you  that  the  Chair- 
man and  Secretary  have  been  called  to  a  meeting  of  ihc  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  the  former  has  asked  me  to  take  his  place  during  the  rest  of 
this  meeting.  We  will  now  have  a  paper  by  Mr.  E*  K.  Sumerwcll.  I 
might  explain  at  this  point  that  yon  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  hstening 
to  a  man  who  was  most  active  in  carrying  through  the  limited  franchise 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  if  Mr  Kclsey  pursues  with  the  same 
energy  the  correction  of  our  corporation  laws  that  he  showed  in  that 
matter  and  in  the  work  that  he  has  ttonc  in  the  Morris  Canal  matter,  I 
think  it  will  no  longer  be  the  shame  of  New  Jersey  that  she  is  the  birth- 
place of  get*rich  concerns  and  the  home  of  the  men  who  can  get  something 
for  nothing. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Mr.  Edward  K  Sumerwell,  who  is 
another  one  of  the  Orange  contingent,  a  reformer  who  led  the  Citizens' 
Union  campaign  in  1902  in  East  Orange.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  E.  K.  StJMEkWELL:  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  feel 
that  the  Jerseymen  are  having  their  innings  to-day  if  they  ever  did.  We 
certainly  feel  honored  by  having  set  aside  for  us  one  session  of  so  distin* 
guished  a  body  as  the  National  Municipal  League,  during  which  we  may 
teJl  something  of  the  work  we  have  been  endeavoring  to  do  in  the  state  of 
Xew  Jersey  a!ong  the  hne  of  civic  reform,  and  accordingly  my  remarks 
are  addressed  to  civic  reform,  with  special  attention  to  what  I  ma.y  term 
*'  The  Need  of  Sanity  in  Civic  Reform." 

For  further  reference  to  Mr.  Sumerweirs  paper  see  the  Table  of  Con- 
tents. 

The  Chapman:  It  is  now^  in  order  to  discuss  the  papers  that  you 
have  heard,  and  I  hope  that  many  of  those  present  will  have  something  to 
say  on  these  subjects.  Yoti  may  think^those  from  without  the  state — 
that  we  are  doing  considerable  muck-raking  in  New 
Muck-Raking'  Jersey,  but  as  Mr.  Nathan  said  to  us  the  other  night, 
in  New  Jersey,  if  there  were  no  nmck  there  would  be  no  need  of  the 
rake,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  StcflFens,  who  has  been  a  great 
aid  to  us  in  the  work  here,  told  me  not  long  ago  that  he  felt  that  his 
article  on  "New  Jersey  a  Traitor  State"  had  had  the  eflTect  he  desired. 
He  felt  he  must  sting  our  apathy  to  awaken  us,  and  since  those  articles 
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appeared  reform  movements  have  been  commenced  in  both  of  the  principal 
parts  of  New  Jersey,  and  I  think  before  long  you  will  see  that  Jerseymen 
will  prove  that  Jersey  is  no  traitor  state. 

Now  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  any  of  the  members  present 
II  no  one  has  any  comment  to  make  on  the  papers  that  have  been  read,  a 
motion  to  adjourn  until  tliis  evening  is  in  order. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned  until  8.30  p.  ni. 

WEDNESDAY  ETENING  SESSION. 

The  fourth  session  of  the  Conference  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Chalfonte  at 
8L30  p.  m„  with  First  Vice-President  Richardson  in  llie  chair. 

The  CiiAreMAi* :  Ladies  and  Gentlemen :  We  have  with  us  tO-night  a 
vtry  distinguished  mayor  of  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  cities,  one  who  has 
accepted  the  position  at  great  sacrifice  to  himself  and  one  who  has  done 
splendid  work;  but  before  ititroducing  him  to  the  audience  the  Secretary 
wishes  to  make  an  announcement. 

Th£  Secretary  ;  The  dinner  on  Friday  evening  will  be  in  conjunction 
with  a  dinner  which  the  New  Jersey  bankers  will  give  at  the  Hotel  Chelsea. 
There  was  a  time  when  it  looked  as  though  the  two  dinners  would  conflict 
with  each  other,  so  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  of  which  Mr.  H.  W. 
Leeds  is  chairman,  happily  suggested  that  it  would  be  very  interesting  to 
combine  forces.  The  dinner  on  Friday  evening  will  be  addressed  by  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navj'  Bonaparte,  our  own  President,  and  Secretary  of  War 
Taft,  to  whom  so  many  references  have  been  made  through  the  sessions 
smd  whose  attittide  on  civil  service  reform  is  so  well  known;  by  Governor 
Slokei  of  New  Jersey  and  by  Ignited  States  Senator  Dr>^dcn,  so  the  com- 
bination will  be  a  very  interesting  one. 

I  should  like  to  supplement  one  statement  that  onr  Chairman  made  in 
regard  to  Mayor  Dimmick  who  is  about  to  address  us,  and  that  is  that  he 
IS  one  of  the  National  Municipal  League  members  now  holding  office.  1 
am  glad  to  report  an  increased  number  of  members  in 
MemberB  office.    This  does  not  mean,  however,   that  everj'  one 

in  Office,  who  joins  our  forces  is  guaranteed  an  office,  but  the  day 

has  passed  when  tlie  officeholder  was  a  rara  avis.  I  am 
also  glad  to  say  that,  thanks  to  the  work  they  have  done  in  their  respective 
loeatilies,  many  of  the  active  men  of  the  League  have  been  given  an  oppor- 
Jtmity  to  put  their  ideas  concerning  men  and  affairs  into  force  and  effect. 

Mayor  Guthrie  has  written  me  in  tlie  last  day  or  two  expressing  his 
to  be  with  us,  but  he  has  a  critical  condition  of  affairs  to  face  in 
PiUfbarg  and  he  is  not  permitted  by  the  local  circumstances  to  promise 
tieftmtely  very  far  in  advance,  but  there  is  no  loss  of  interest  whatever  on 
hi*  part  In  fact,  I  think  he  is  more  of  a  Municipal  Leaguer  than  ever 
before,  and  the  hope  has  been  expressed  on  the  part  of  some  Pittsburg 
I>eople  that  the  next  League  meeting  should  be  held  in  thctr  city,  so  that 
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we  shaJl  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  just  how  a  Muntcipal  League 
mayor  docs  it 

I  am  also  to  iay  that  another  Municipal  League  mayor,  Mr.  Jones  of 
Mmneapolii;,  also  wishes  us  to  see  that  he  is  living  up  to  League  standards. 
And  there  has  been  an  intimation  from  Mr.  Sturgcs  that  he  wants  us  to  go 
to  Scranton  and  sec  how  it  is  done  there. 

Tke  Chairman  :  I  think  we  may  say  that  when  a  member  of  the  League 
has  obtained  an  office  it  has  been  a  case  of  the  office  seeking  the  man  and 
not  the  man  the  office.  I  take  pleasure  in  introducing  a  conspicuous  ilhi*i' 
tration  of  that  truih.  Mayor  Dimmick  of  Scranton. 

For  further  reference  to  Mayor  Dimmick's  address  see  the  Table  of 
Contents. 

The  Secretary:  I  have  Mr.  Cutler's  paper  here  on  "The  Municipal 
Control  of  Public  Service  Corporations,"  a  very  interesting  contribution  to 
the  subject,  but  as  it  is  a  little  more  germane  to  the  subject  nnder  discus- 
sion on  Friday,  I  suggest  that  its  reading  be  postponed  until  that  time. 
Mayor  Cutler  sent  a  letter  of  regret  at  his  inability  to  be  with  us.* 
He  had  expected  to  up  to  the  last  moment,  but  something  he  had  not 
forseen  prevented  him,  so  he  sent  this  copy  of  his  paper.  I  might  say  also 
that  Mr.  Cutler  is  a  member  of  the  League. 

The  Chairuan:  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  introducing  a  gentleman 
with  whom  I  am  sure  you  will  be  delighted.  Mr.  Horace  E.  Dcming,  of 
New  York,  has  long  been  a  leader  in  reform  matters.  Many  years  before 
tliere  was  the  interest  shown  in  municipal  reform  that  has  been  evinced 
of  late  years,  Mr.  Dcming  was  active  in  such  work.  I  now  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  introducing  Mr.  Dcming  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Dcming  then  read  a  paper  on  *'  Corrupt  Practices  and  Electoral 
Methods,"  for  further  reference  to  which  see  the  Tabic  of  Contents. 

The  Chairman  :  I  have  been  requested  to  announce  that  there  will  be 
a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  hatf-past  9  to-morrow  morning 
in  Mr,  Bell's  ofEce,  across  the  hall.  The  meeting  for  this  evening  is  ad- 
journed. 

THUBSDAY  MOEHIHG  SESSION. 

The  fifth  session  of  the  Conference  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Chalfonte  at 
10  a,  m.  on  Thursday,  with  First  Vice-President  Richardson  in  tlic  chair. 

The  Chairman:  The  first  paper  on  our  program  this  mormng  is  one 
on  "  Juvenile  Civic  Activity."  We  arc  a  little  disappointed  that  Mr,  Lang- 
don  is  not  here,  but  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Red  Cross  Association  in  New 
York,  he  is  of  couri^e  exceedingly  busy  with  the  San  Francisco  troubles, 
raising  the  money  and  getting  assistance  there,  so  that  he  has  not  oniy 
been  prevented  fronk  being  here,  but  has  been  prevented  from  preparing 
his  paper, 
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The  Secbetaky:  Mr.  Langdon  specially  asks  leave  to  prepare  his  paper 
after  the  San  Francisco  situation  is  relieved  and  have  it  published,  So  1 
move  that  he  be  given  that  privilege,  because  Mr.  Langdon  has  given  a 
great  deal  of  thought  to  the  subject. 

The  Chairman:  If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  be  considered  as 
all  owed. 

The  first  question  wc  will  take  up  this  morning  is  in  regard  to  the 
police  question,  I  don't  suppose  any  of  us  are  likely  to  come  in  contact 
with  the  police*  but  we  need  competent  police  to  protect  us  from  others. 
and  we  shall  be  verj-  glad  to  hear  from  Dr.  Edward  M,  Hart  well,  of  Bos- 
tjon»  on  the  general  subject  of  the  police.  T  take  pleasure  in  introducing 
Dr.  HartvbxU. 

For  further  reference  to  Dr.  Hartwell's  paper  see  the  Table  of  Contents. 

The  Chairman:  Our  next  paper  this  moniing  is  on  "The  Acceptance 
of  Municipal  Accounting  Reform/'  to  be  read  by  the  Hon.  L.  G.  Powers,  of 
the  Census  Bureau  of  Washington,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  introdncing 
Mr.  Powers. 

Mji.  Powers;  In  one  respect  I  should  begin  a  little  differently  from  Dr, 
Hart  well.  In  regard  to  the  situation,  his  general  description  brings  to  my 
mind  what  is  said  to  be  the  Scotch  answer  to  the  question,  **  How  do 
ymi  do?"  which  is  always.  "  T  am  no  worse.'*  In  the  matter  of  the  police 
that  seems  to  be  the  summing  up  of  Dr.  tlartwell.  In 
Uniform  the  matter  of  municipal  accountings  which  has  been  an 

AooOttntuag*  active  subject  of  discussion   in   these  conferences^  the 

answer  is  one  that  is  quite  different.  It  is  decidedly 
that  which  the  average  person  likes  to  give,  "  Very  well,  I  thank  you." 

Mr.  Powers  then  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Acceptance  of  Municipal  Ac* 
counting  Reform,*'  for  further  reference  to  which  see  the  Table  of  Con- 
tents. 

The  CtSAikMATt:  We  have  one  more  paper  on  the  subject  of  account- 
ing. You  notice  that  Mr.  Powers  in  his  very  interesting  paper  referred  to 
the  states  which  had  adopted  the  system  of  uniform  accounts,  and  espcc* 
ially  to  the  state  of  Ohio.  We  will  now  have  a  paper  on  "  Ohio's  Experi- 
ence with  Uniform  Accounting  and  Reporting."  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
mtroducing  Mr.  A.  B,  Fcckinpaugh,  of  the  Department  of  the  Auditor  of 
Slate,  Columbus,  Ohio* 

Mr.  Peckinpaugh  then  read  a  paper  on  "Ohio's  Experience  with  Uni- 
fonn  Accounting  and  Reporting/*  for  further  reference  to  which  see  the 

I  Table  of  Contents. 
Tbi  CnAtRMAN:  Mr.  Demtng  has  a  short  announcement  to  make^  and 
tfter  that  we  are  going  to  have  a  very  remarkable  paper.  1  say  remark - 
il>1c  for  several  reasons,  one  of  which  is  that  it  is  all  contained  in  two 
ihorU  typewritten  pages.  But  it  relates  to  a  very  live,  very  important  sub- 
ject, and  [  5haJl  be  glad  if  it  leads  to  an  active  debate.  Mr.  Deming. 
Ml.  DeminO"    Mr  Chairman,  the  Committee  on  Municipal  Nomination 
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Reform  of  our  League  has  been  gathering:,  as  you  know,  for  a  numher  of 
years  the  results  of  special  studies  of  primary  legislation  and  Us  operation^ 
that  is,  of  primary  elections  in  several  of  our  states.  Wisconsin  a  year 
ago  adopted  a  new  primary  law,  and  at  the  request  of  the  committee  that 
law  has  been  analyzed  and  its  actual  workings  in  the  recent  city  elections 
reported  upon  by  Mr,  Clarence  P,  Lester,  a  post-graduate  student  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  at  AlAdison,  who  has  done  his  work  under  the 
supervision  of  one  of  the  active  members  of  our  League,  Professor  Spar- 
ling. I  present  this  paper  as  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
League  on  this  subject.* 

The  Chairman  :   1  will  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  the  next  paper. 

The  Seceetaxy:  Mr.  Chairman,  before  doing  tliat  I  am  going  to  take 
the  liberty  of  reading  a  letter  just  received  from  an  Atlanta  member  of 
the  League,  which  contains  a  paragraph  of  so  much  interest  and  en- 
couragement that  1  feci  like  sharing  it  with  those  who  arc  present  atid 
with  others : 


"  I  have  for  a  tiumber  of  years  been  g:rcatly  attached  to  and  had  aa 
ever-increasing  appreciation  of  the  National  Munidpai  League.  I  have 
served  as  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Atlanta  and  as  member  of  the  City 
Council,  and  as  such  was  Chairman  of  the  Legislative  Committee,  and 
afterwards  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  not 
immodest  on  my  part,  and  but  justice  to  the  League,  to  say  that  through 
information  and  suggestions  derived  by  me  from  the  publications  of  the 
LeaguCf  Atlanta  is  richer  by  many  thousands  of  dollars,  and  none  can  now 
estimate  the  immensity  of  the  benefits  which,  In  the  years  to  come,  the 
League  will  likewise  bestow. 

With  best  wishes,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Ernest  C*  Kontz,  Atlanta,  Ga/' 

Mr,  Richardson  reminds  me  to  say  that  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  will  have  a  meeting  immediately  on  the  adjournment  of  this 
meeting  in  Mr.  Beirs  ofHce, 

The  abstract  I  am  about  to  read  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Louts  F.  Post,  the 
very  able  and  efficient  editor  of  **  The  Public  "  of  Chicago.  The  paper 
itself,  which  is  to  be  published  in  the  proceedings,! 
would  take  at  least  an  hour  to  read.  It  goes  into  the 
whole  question  of  the  initiative  and  referendum  with 
great  minutiae,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  all  want  to  read 
it  and  study  it  with  care>  Mr.  Post  is  a  public- spirited 
man,  a  lawyer  by  training,  but  an  editor  by  profession,  and  thoroughly  de- 
voted to  the  principles  of  reform  in  our  municipalities.  What  he  has  to 
say  comes  not  only  from  a  deep  interest,  but  an  extended  experience. 

*  For  further  reference  to  Mr.  Lestcr''s  paper  sec  the  Ttble  of  Contents, 
t  ¥ot  further  reference  to  the  pap*r  see  the  Tablt  ol  Coote&tt. 
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lAOMAN :  \Vc  have  one  gentleman  with  as  who  I  think  has  prob- 
ably &  large  amount  of  inherited  and  acquired  knowledge  in  regard  to  the 
old  town  meeting,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  ideas  in  regard  to  the  initiative 
and  referendum.  We  wilJ  he  very  glad,  I  am  sure,  to  hear  from  Mr.  Rob- 
ert Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  of  Boston. 

Mft.  Paine:  Having  been  called  upon  yesterday  by  surprise^  I  think 
it  js  hardly  fair  to  call  upon  me  to-day  in  the  same  way.  The  initiative 
and  the  referendum  always  strike  one  as  if  they  were  entirely  new,  These 
words  of  Latin  derivation  do  not  suggest  their  old  Yankee  source,  But  in 
MAj^saehusetts  they  arc  native  to  the  soil.  They  started  in  t6iO  in  Fly- 
tnotith  Colony.  Landing  at  Plymouth,  the  people  who  came  over  in  the 
Mayflower  gave  from  1620  to  1657  a  pretty  close  illustration  of  what  w€ 
would  get  through  the  initiative  and  referendum,  that  is,  through  direct 
legislation,  where  the  people  themselves  legislate.  In  the  beginjiing,  the 
Colony  of  course  was  small,  and  all  the  freemen  met  in  the  Assembly  four 
times  a  year  and  passed  the  laws  of  the  Colony.  Later*  when  the  Colony 
grew,  it  was  provided  that  the  different  towns  might  send  dekgaieSi  and 
yet  once  a  year  in  the  June  meeting,  in  what  was  known  as  the  General 
Court — a  name  now  assumed  by  our  State  Legislature— all  the  freemen 
were  to  meet  and  pass  upon  the  laws  enacted  in  the  interim  by  their  dele- 
gatc»«  or  themselves  decree  new  laws.  Thus  in  a  true  sense  they  were 
applying  the  initiative  and  the  referendum,  and  there  w^s  a  general  meet- 
mg  of  the  freemen  of  the  different  towns  as  late  as  1657,  so  that  for  thirty- 
seven  years  we  had  exemplified  in  the  old  Yankee  Plymouth  Colony  these 
very  principles  which  to-day,  by  those  of  us  who  are  rigidly  conscr^-ative 
^d  without  the  historic  perspective,  are  characterized  as  a  socialistic  or 
communistic  invention. 

In  Massachusetts,  in  Boston,  the  proposition  for  the  im"tiative  is  regarded 
as  about  as  wild  a  thing  as  a  reformer  can  suggest.  The  referendum, 
however,  we  have  actually  resorted  to  so  often  to  our  great  advantage  that 
people  cannot,  even  in  theory,  say  it  is  a  bad  thing, 
OMldBaii  though   the   conservatives   oppose   tt  in  every   instance 

ViWVuildii  where  it  is  suggested,  and  only  as  a  last  resort  admit  it 

in  any  special  case  where  they  feel  that  the  proposition 
from  the  legislature,  or  from  the  representatives  of  a  corporation. 
is  10  bad  that  the  appeal  to  the  people  is  on  the  whole  the  safer  alterna- 
tive If  the  Municipal  League  were  to  take  ui>  this  question,  and  study  it 
as  they  have  studied  other  questions  which  they  have  taken  up^  and  would 
ihow  bow  reasonable  it  is,  I  think  the  League  would  make  great  headway 
in  educating  the  people  lo  adopt  the  principles  which  arc  embodied  in 
these  two  ideas. 

The  initiative  is  the  more  radical  move,  because  it  is  direct  legislation 
on  the  part  of  the  people.  To-day  the  people  choose  representatives,  and 
ihe  representatives  pass  upon  laws.  Sometimes  those  laws* arc  referred 
back  by  the  referendum  for  adoption  or  veto.    By  that  time  the  principle 
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is  threshed  out  pretty  well,  the  details  settled,  the  conservatives  and  the 
radicals  having  ofTcred  thdr  criticism,  and  as  a  result  we  ought  to  i^et  out 
of  that  iegislativT  procedure  a  fairly  satisfactory  measure  Information 
has  been  published  in  the  press,  and  the  people  therefore  ought  to  be  able 
to  pass  wise  judgment  in  the  referendum.  The  initiative  is  Ihe  reverse  of 
this  policy*  A  certain  number  petition  for  a  reference  to  the  people  of 
the  law  which  ihey  themselves  propose.  At  the  next  election  it  is  put 
upon  the  ballot,  and  the  people  may,  by  overwhelming  vote  under  the  spur 
perhaps  of  a  certain  popular  movement,  pass  that  bill  into  law.  So  that 
there  is  a  certain  ground  for  doubt,  or  hesitation,  or  criticism  of  ihe  actual 
working  of  initiative.  The  experience  of  Oregon  ishould  be  inuminatii^ 
on  this  point.  The  initiative,  however,  may  be  needed,  as  many  think;  ini 
order  to  obtain  reform  measures  which  the  Legislatures  now  largely  re* 
fuse,  owing  to  our  failure  to  adopt  such  remedies  as  may  render  our  rqire- 
sentatives  more  responsible  to  the  people  who  ekct  them, 

A  practical  measure  has  been  proposed  in  Illinois,  where  the  people  are 
enabled  to  pass  upon  a  policy  and  express  their  wish  or  will.  For  instance, 
since  1901,  when  the  law  was  passed,  there  have  been  a  number  of  cases 
where  the  people  have  had  referred  to  them,  on  the  little  ballot,  questions 
of  policy.  In  1902  the  question  was  whether  the  people 
The  minoifl  desired  the  popular  election  of  Senators  or  not.    The 

Experience.  vote  v;as  something  like  4S0,cx)0  to  75.000 — a  tremen- 

dous, overwhelming  vote,  The  consequence  was  that 
whereas  they  had  been  asking  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  to  join  in  the 
movement  with  the  other  states  calling  for  an  amendment  of  the  United 
States  Constitution  to  provide  for  the  popular  election  of  Senators^  and 
the  Legislature  had  persistently  refused,  immediately  after  the  popular  vote 
ihc  Legislature  passed  a  resolution  saying  that  in  answer  to  the  expressed 
will  of  the  people  they  joined  in  the  request  for  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment That  shows  how  the  representatives,  elected  by  the  people,  may  be 
induced  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  will  of  the  people.  Many 
other  cases  could  be  cited  to  show  the  same  effect.  Yet  the  first  vole  or 
expression  of  opinion  is  not  mandatory,  but  advisory  in  its  nature ;  it  tnay 
be  a  wiser  step  to  take  at  first  than  to  go  the  whole  length  of  having  an 
effective  initiative  with  mandatory  force. 

The  law  we  proposed  in  Massachusetts  was  that  upon  application  of  10 
per  cent  of  the  voters  two  questions  relating  either  to  the  state  or  to  the 
city  might  be  put  on  the  ballot  for  the  expression  of  their  opinion.  The 
question  was  threshed  out  in  n  very  interesting  debate  in  ihe  House  of 
Representatives,  and  passed  98  to  2.  The  committee,  representing  both 
parties,  had  unainimotisly  recommended  il,  but  when  it  reached  the  ScnatCt 
tlic  Senate  killed  it,  as  it  had  done  the  year  before.  They  killed  it  without 
debate,  only  the  chairman  of  the  committee  speaking  in  favor  of  it,  and 
no  one  advancing  any  reason  against  it  The  representatives  of  the  larger 
interests  and  those  who  are  «U3ceptible  to  the  influence  of  the  lobby  opposed 
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k.     Last  )Car  a  similar  bill  was  defeated  and  a  roll-call  refused  so  that  it 
could  not  be  knoun  who  had  voted  against  it.    Thb 
Th#  year  a  roll-ca!l  was  secured,  and  it  will  probably  come 

llmaclltltetta        up  in  the  campaigpn  next  autumn  a$  one  of  the  important 
Propodtioa.  issues,     it  seems  unanswerable  that  if  we  are  to  have  a 

really  representative  system  tt  is  necessary  that  the 
representatives  of  the  people  should  be  informed  as  to  how  the  people 
want  to  be  represented.  It  seems  incomprehensible  that  a  representative 
should  refuse  to  allow  those  whom  he  represents  so  to  express  their  wish 
that  the  representative  might  act  in  accordance  with  it.  Such  a  position 
appears  untenable  and  illogical,  but  questions  which  may  affect  large  cor- 
pTirations  are  not  settled  by  reason  or  logic. 

The  referendum  is  not  compulsory  on  each  iaw  that  is  passed,  but  is 
optional  with  the  voters.  Tn  some  of  the  states^n  Oregon  ;ind  in  South 
Dakota — no  ordinary  law  goes  into  effect  for  ninety  days,  and  during  this 
period  there  is  a  possibility  for  a  petition  to  be  signed  by  a  given  number 
of  voters,  and  if  such  petition  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State  that  law 
does  not  go  into  effect  until  it  has  been  ratified  by  the  people.  That  is  an 
optional  referendum.  The  Governor  of  South  Dakota  has  said  that  imme- 
diately on  the  adotition  in  the  constitution  of  the  initiative  and  referendum 
the  change  in  the  character  of  the  legislation  was  noticeable.  The  absence 
of  the  lobby  was  remarkable.  The  mere  existence  of  the  referendum  pro- 
vision had  operated  as  a  bar  against  the  passage  of  acts  such  as  had  been 
passed  in  the  past  and  which  if  passed  in  the  future  would  encounter  such 
a  petition  for  a  referendum.  The  Governor  of  Oregon  has  testified  in  the 
same  way  that  it  has  had  the  eflfect  of  removing  from  the  Legislature  the 
rorraption  and  the  lobbying  of  the  past 

TtiR  S£aiET*ftY:  There  is  one  phase  I  should  like  to  present  for  con- 
fidemtson,  that  Itnown  as  the  compulsory  initiative,  in  which  the  proper 
au(hontiei  arc  required  to  submit  a  bill  for  its  adoption  to  the  vote  of 
the  people.  Out  in  Oregon  they  have  this  compulsory  initiative,  and  there 
was  a  great  popular  demand  for  legislation  on  the  question  of  nomination 
reform.  A  bill  was  drafted  by  some  very  weU-inten- 
Omnpulaory  doned  people,  but  without  much  experience,  titid  that 

InidfttiTe.  bill  under  the  law  w,is  submitted   to  the  people  for 

affirmation.  There  was  no  chance  for  disais.<iion  or 
working  ottt  a  measure  that  would  represent  the  best  ideas,  and  the  only 
way  the  people  who  believed  in  nomination  reform  could  give  voice  to  their 
ofiifiicin  was  by  voting  for  that  bill,  and  the  result  a  poorly-drawn  bill  was 
adopted,  which  has  not  been  satisfactory.  A  great  many  people  think  that 
ptjmination  reform  has  broken  down.  That  is  not  the  case.  The  trouble 
H  there  was  no  carefully  devised  bill  submitted.  That  is  a  phase  that  I 
tititik  we  want  to  consider  very  carefully. 

The  ciue^lion  of  referring  lecrislation  to  a  vote  of  the  people  for  their 
i«?tc*,  r specially  legislation  involving  (he  granting  of  rights,  privileges^  and 
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franchises,  is  an  important  matter.  We  have  it  continually  in  the  corpora- 
tions where  leases  of  franchises  of  privileges  must  be  submitted  to  a  vote 
of  the  stockholders,  hut  we  do  not  do  it  in  our  municipalities  except  irr 
very  rare  instances.  Some  of  the  instances  which  Mr.  Post  has  pointed 
out  There,  I  think,  the  plan  is  a  very  excellent  one,  but  I  thjrvk  we  want 
to  bear  in  mind,  as  Mr,  Paine  has  told  us,  that  the  initiative  is  one  thing 
and  what  is  known  as  compulsory  initiative  a  very  dilTercnt  ntethod.  I 
think  the  ideal  system  would  be  for  the  people,  by  a  vote,  to  indicate  that 

they  want  legislation  upon  a  particular  subject,  and  then 
The  Difficulty  leave  it  to  the  Legislature,  which  would  he  mticb  more 
of  Le^iElatiOJi,       likely   under   those   circumstances   to   be   composed   of 

picked  men,  to  work  out  the  details.  Legislation  is  a 
very  difficult  piece  of  business,  and  you  cannot  expect,  no  matter  how  in- 
telligent your  community  may  be,  to  have  it  work  out  as  a  whole  a  bill 
that  will  be  satisfactory.  You  have  got  to  leave  that  to  a  board  of  ex- 
perts, preferably  t!ic  legislature.  What  you  want  to  do  is  to  remove  the 
troubles  which  come  from  men  tampering  with  the  Legislatiire,  and  that 
I  think  the  referendum  and  initiative  docs. 

Ala.  Paine:  I  think  there  is  a  provision  in  the  Oregon  Constitution  that 
while  the  bill  must  be  referred  intact,  there  is  also  a  provision  that  the 
Legislature  must  refer  also  at  the  same  time  an  alternative  provision  or 
billi  thus  giving  a  chance  for  an  improved  suggestion, 

Mr.  Ko-SEY  :  There  are  many  members  of  the  League  who  are  in  grave 
doubt  as  to  what  this  question  means.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  if  w*e 
arc  going  to  take  up  the  initiative  that  we  shall  have  to  change  our  whole 
system  of  government,  in  a  measure  at  least.  There  is  a  good  deal,  per- 
haps, in  tlie  thought  tliat  relieving  tlie  responsibility  lessens  further  re^ 
sponsibility  perhaps  to  a  diminishing  point,  so  far  as  our  representatives 
are  concerned.     If  we  lake  for  instance  a  young  man  or  a  young  woman 

and  never  throw  them  upon  their  own  resources  we  are 
Eepresentative  not  apt  to  get  the  development,  the  individuality,  that 
QovttMRBlXt.  obtains  when  the  reverse  course  is  pursued.     In  our 

representative  government,  if  we  say  to  our  men  who 
are  selected  to  represent  us  that  "we  cannot  hold  you  responsible  and 
will  not  trust  you,  that  we  are  to  take  tliis  power  back  and  settle  the 
matter  ourselves,"  it  seems  to  me  this  involves  a  very  radical  change.  I 
don't  refer  to  this  as  being  opposed  to  the  inidative  and  referendum,  but. 
merely  as  a  suggestive  thought  in  connection  with  the  subject. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  in  some  measures  which  have  come  before  the^ 
communities  in  New  Jersey  that  the  referendum  has  worked  very  welK 
In  other  cases  I  think  its  success  may  perhaps  be  doubted.  1  am  quite  in 
accord  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Secretary,  in  effect  that  legisla- 
tion is  a  very  complicated  piece  of  business,  and  in  our  complexity  of  in- 
terests both  national,  state  and  municipal,  the  question  at  once  arises  how 
the  mass  of  the  electorate,  for  instance,  are  going  to  undertake  to  pass  upon 
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these  questions  of  principle.  We  may  in  a  few  instances  possibly,  as  in 
the  granting  of  franchises  or  in  the  appropriation  of  large  sums  of  mitnic- 
i|>al  or  county  or  slate  funds,  submit  such  a  question  directly  to  the  elec- 
torate, and  say,  "  Shall  we  have  this  improvement  to  cost  so  much,  or 
^haJl  we  not?**  That  is  a  comparatively  simple  question,  and  I  doubt  if 
there  can  be  any  objection  from  any  disinterested  source  as  to  the  desira^ 
bility  of  the  referendum  as  to  that  point.  But  when  we  go  further  and 
say  to  otir  Legislature — to  the  Congress,  if  you  please,  in  a  larger  sense, 
or  the  county  or  municipal  board — '*AI]  your  acts  will  have  to  come  back 
10  as  for  approval,"  or  rather,  that  "  We  will  go  still  further  and  take 
the  initiaiive  in  all  legislation,'*  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  such  a  radical 
depaJturc  that  we  may  very  well  ask  whether  tliat  rule  does  not  change 
our  whole  system  of  responsible  government.  To  attempt  to  adopt  in  our 
complicated  and  extended  system  the  simple  town  meeting  plan  of  govern- 
ment  (which  we,  perhaps,  all  theoretically  agree  is  an  ideal  proposition), 
is  a  serious  question.  How  it  would  work  out  if  adopted  nationally,  or  in 
a  more  modified  and  restrigtcd  sense*  is  a  question  that  I  think  we  should 
^ve  very-  careful  thought  to. 

Ms.  Freiberg  :  I  should  say  that  the  practical  question  of  working  out 
ihi*.  referendum  idea  has  been  tried  very  lately  in  Ohio.  There  has  been 
a  league  formed  in  southwestern  Ohio  known  as  the 
The  Eeferen-  Referendum  League.  This  League  made  an  attempt 
datn  in  Ohio.  during  the  h^t  session  of  the  Legislature  to  introduce 

a  bill  providing  for  a  reference  to  the  people,  under 
certain  conditions,  of  any  general  question.  1  might  say  that  the  sugges- 
tioD  was  hardly  entertained  at  a!l  by  the  committee  of  the  Legislature 
Iiaviog  that  in  charge;  but  it  was  soon  to  be  seen  that  if  a  measure  ihoitld 
be  introduced  ita  the  Legislature  and  the  Constitution  revamped  so  as  to 
provide  for  reference  to  the  people  of  specilic  questions,  it  would  be  a 
much  easier  thing  to  bring  about  than  the  passage  of  a  law  or  a  constitu- 
tjonal  amendment  providing  thai  all  general  questions  may  be  submitted 
to  tlic  people  for  their  vote.  In  the  state  of  Ohio,  for  instance,  wc  have 
had  for  many  years,  just  as  Mr.  Paine  has  pointed  out  there  exists  to-day 
in  Massachusetts— we  have  had  the  practice  of  submitting  to  the  people 
questions  for  their  ow^n  determination.  For  example,  voting  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  liquor  question*  and  the  question  of  having  saloons  open  at 
certain  times*  I  believe  that  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union  has  in 
some  form  adopted  that  practice.  Those  laws  are  called  local  option  laws, 
afld  I  dotibt  very  much  if  your  ordinary  voter  would  realiee  that  a  local 
option  law  is  a  typical  case  of  referendum.  The  name  seems  to  be  a  thing 
that  is  as^socfated  with  cranks  and  long-haired  people  generally,  and  for 
that  reason  it  is  ver>'  hard  to  get  even  the  people  themselves  to  take  up 
tke  idea  of  the  referendum. 

There  is  another  objection  which  has  occurred  to  me,  and  which  has 
occttfred  to  a  great  many  writers  on  the  subject,  and  that  is  the  necessity 
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in  most  of  the  states  in  tins  l^titon  for  a  diaiijic  in  the  very  constitution 

of  these  states  before  these  questions  can  be  submitted 
Object! ant  to  the  people,  and  it  is  quite  well  known  that  a  change 

to  the  in  the  constitution  is  qtiiie  as  hard  as  to  change  the 

EeferendnnL  law3  of  the  Medes  and  Persians.    The  supreme  courts 

of  nearly  all  states  have  discussed  the  question  of  dele- 
gation of  power  by  the  Legislature  to  communities  or  boards,  and  it  is 
pretty  hard  for  any  one  who  has  studied  the  question  to  see  how  under 
the  present  constitution  it  is  possible  at  all  to  delegate  powers  in  this  way, 
for  it  would  seem  to  involve  a  complete  subversion  of  our  present  scheme 
of  government,  as  was  justly  pointed  out  by  a  prior  speaker. 

I'or  some  strange  reason^  howeverj  our  courts  have  almost  invariably 
found  no  difficulty  in  ruling  that  the  local  option  laws  are  not  in  that  de- 
gree an  infringement  of  the  constitution.  They  have  overridden  objections 
as  being  purely  technical  and  it  seems  to  me  possible,  therefore,  that  if 
there  is  a  submission  to  the  Legislature  of  a  plan  to  allow  the  referendum 
on  large  questions  which  are  more  or  less  simple  in  their  nature,  it  will 
soon  be  possible  to  have  these  put  into  practice.  For  ejtample,  in  the  city 
of  Cincimiati,  Cincinnati  owns  a  railroad  which  is  an  asset  of  the  city, 
supposed  to  be  worth  nearly  $30,000^000.  Some  years  ago*  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  there  was  submitted  to  the  people  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture the  question  as  to  what  disposition  should  for  the  time  being  be  made 
of  the  road,  whether  or  not  it  should  be  leased  or  whether  or  not  it  should 
be  sold.  It  is  true  ihc  threshing  out  of  that  question  in  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati shows  how  even  on  referendum,  politics  may  enter. 

It  was  nearly  possible  for  the  boss  of  the  city,  who  was  supposed  to 
have  made  large  sums  of  money  at  the  time,  to  be  able  to  carry  that  ques- 
tion on  the  one  side  or  the  other  quite  as  effectively  as  he  is  able  to  carrj- 
his  conventions  and  elect  his  officers.  But  to  sum  up,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  whole  question  of  referendum  in  our  older  and  more  conservative 
states  is  going  to  be,  in  the  beginning  at  least,  very  much  more  effectively 
worked  out  providing  those  who  favor  that  form  of  legislation  will  confine 
their  efforts  to  having  provision  made  for  voting  on  a  simple  question, 
rather  than  to  obtrude  on  the  very  conservative  corporation-owned  legis- 
lature a  general  law  calling  for  referenda  to  the  people. 

Dr.  Hahtweix:  Of  course  the  question  of  what  the  people  will  do  if 
they  have  the  referendum  cannot  be  decided  until  the  people  express  them- 
selves upon  it,  and  show  in  practice  whether  they  care  to  make  use  of  it 

They  have  shown  their  disposition  towards  certain  kinds 
Eeferenda  in  of  referenda  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  I  have  had 
MaBsachliaettfl.       occasion  to  study  the  strength  of  the  voting  habit  in 

Boston  using  the  per  cent  of  interest,  *.  e.^  the  per  cent 
of  actual  to  possible  vote  as  a  standard  of  measurement  It  is  clear  that 
tlic  voters  of  Boston  (and  there  are  indications  that  it  is  true  for  the  state 
as  well)  are  more  interested  in  contests  in  which  offices  are  involved  than 
they  are  in  contests  relating  purely  to  public  policy  or  political  principles. 
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As  a  rule,  bolh  the  registration  and  percentage  of  registered  voters  who 
vote  arc  greatest  in  yt&ts  when  there  is  a  Presidential  election.  Further- 
more, interest  tn  what  may  be  termed  local  contests^  such  as  the  election 
for  representatives  to  the  General  Court  and  members  of  the  Common 
Council  is  less  than  that  shown  in  the  election  of  Governor  and  Congress- 
man. Boston  voters  show  most  interest  in  the  election  of  President ;  next 
in  the  elcclton  of  Mayor;  then  of  Governor,  and  Congressmen,  and  least 
of  all  in  referenda  as  a  class.  Constitutional  amendments,  for  instance, 
have  always  elicited  a  relatively  small  vote.  In  the  period  1S90-1899, 
twenty  qwestions  of  various  sorts  were  referred  to  the  voters  of  Boston 
for  their  decision,  but  only  64  per  cent  of  the  registered  voters  took  the 
trouble  to  vote  on  the  questions  so  submitted.  In  one  case  a  special  elec- 
tion was  held  in  the  summer  to  decide  for  or  against  the  incorporation  of 
an  elevated  railway.  The  total  vole  cast  amounted  to  33,4  per  cent  of  the 
registered  voters,  and  on  the  question  of  granting  municipal  suffrage  to 
women  only  66  per  cent  of  the  re^i^tered  male  voters  and  Sg  per  cent  of 
the  registered  female  voters  expressed  their  opinion. 
EegifltratiOQ  In  the  ten  years  alluded  to,  the  voters  of  Boston  voted 

atld  Votill^,  ten  times  on  the  annually  recurring  question  of  licensing 

the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  The  mean  per  cent  of 
iotcrcst  in  the  ten  referenda  on  the  license  question  amounted  to  67 ; 
whiJc  the  corresponding  per  cent  for  the  other  ten  questions  was  only  61 » 
but  in  the  same  decade  the  mean  per  cent  of  interest  shown  in  the  election 
of  President  amounted  to  85.4  against  784  in  the  election  of  Mayor,  77^7 
for  Congressmen,  and  6J.5  in  the  election  of  School  Committee. 

The  Massachusetts  voter  sometimes  does  surprising  things.  In  1904  in 
the  itate  at  large  as  well  as  in  Boston  more  interest  was  shown  in  the 
etectiofi  for  Governor  than  in  ihe  election  for  President.  The  state  gave 
Roosevelt  a  majority  of  92,000,  but  elected  Douglas,  a  Democrat,  by  a 
tnajority  of  nearly  36,000.  in  Boston  84.6  per  cent  of  the  registered  voters 
went  to  the  polls.  This  was  a  smaller  per  cent  of  interest  than  was  shovvn 
in  t^oo  or  in  1896.  Moreover,  of  the  96,634  voters  who  went  to  the  polls, 
6jEao  cast  blank  or  defective  ballots  for  President  against  4.615  ballots  of 
the  same  sort  cast  for  Governor. 

The  indifference  and  apathy  of  the  Massachusetts  electorate  is  fre* 
^oently  charged  to  the  changed  character  of  the  people  by  reason  of  immi- 
fration  &nd  other  changed  conditions,  but  I  venture  to  point  out  that  as 
tone  3^?^  ^^  ^780,  in  which  year  the  present  Constitution  of  F«Iassachusett$ 
was  adopted,  the  Massachusetts  voter  did  not  show 
Iadiff0reaC6  strong  inclination  to  make  the  most  of  his  opportunity, 

•id  Apftthy  In  In  that  year,  for  the  first  time  since  the  days  of  the 
WlllKlllTHfitffl  Colony,  after  the  voters  of  Massachusetts  were  privi< 
leged  to  elect  their  own  governor^  they  did  elect  John 

E\  but  one'fourth  of  the  towns  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  which 
Itlded  the  present  state  of  Maine,  either  failed  to  hold  an  election 
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for  governor  or  to  make  returns  to  the  authorities  of  the  state.  Indeed, 
the  proportion  of  towns  which  failed  to  luake  any  return  of  votes  on  the 
question  as  to  adopting  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1780,  was  nearly  as 
large  as  the  proportions  of  towns  that  failed  to  vote  for  governor.  We 
arc  prone  to  consider  that  our  forefathers  were  necessarily  saints  and  sages 
and  states nten,  and  in  furtherance  of  such  view  we  multiply  societies  oi 
sons  and  daughters.  We  would  lead  our  children  to  suppose  that  our 
forefathers  and  theirs  were  fully  alive  to  their  duties  and  opportunities 
as  regards  tJic  discussion  and  expression  of  political  opinions,  but  even 
all  owning  for  the  difficulties  of  travel  and  the  sparse  population  of  the 
country  it  is  evident  that  the  Massachusetts  electorate  at  an  early  date 
contained  a  large  contingent  of  silent  and  stay-at-home  voters.  Even 
towns  within  twenty  miles  of  Boston  in  the  election  for  governor  in  i?8o 
failed  to  hold  an  election.  It  is  now  a  political  majtim  with  us  that  as 
**  Hull  goes,  so  goes  the  state."  In  1780  Hull  had  nothing  to  say  on  the 
question  of  who  should  be  governor! 

Mb.  Paine:  Dr.  Hartwell  ts  the  statistician  of  Boston,  and  what  he 
does  not  know  is  hardly  worth  knowing,  but  some  time  ago  I  looked  up 
the  referendum  in  Boston  he  has  been  referring  to.  There  were  thirteen 
in  thirteen  years,  and  I  think  that  with  the  exception  of  that  one  in  July, 
which  is  the  w^orst  time  to  have  an  electioUj  and  above  all  a  special  refer- 
endum to  the  people  without  any  other  interest  to  bring  them  to  the  polls, 
at  other  times  he  would  be  surprised  to  see  what  a  large  proportion  of  the 
vote  there  was.  I  think  the  highest  was  75;  but  at  other  times  the  pro- 
portion of  people  voting  on  these  questions  was  very  large  compared  with 
the  vote  for  the  head  of  the  ticket.  These  qnestions  come  at  the  foot  of 
the  ballot,  and  any  political  statistician  will  tell  you  it  seems  to  follow  in 
pretty  regular  order  that  the  head  of  the  ticket  gets  the  most  votes  and 
then  there  are  fewer  and  fewer  dowti  the  ticket  to  the  bottom  unless  there 
is  an  unusual  interest. 

Now,  even  if  Mr.  HartweJ)  is  right  as  to  the  number  of  people  who 
vote  upon  these  questions  that  are  referred  to  them,  what  is  the  result? 
We  cannot  have  our  Constitution  in  Massachusetts 
The  SnbmissiOll  amended  without  reference  to  the  people.  If  the  people 
of  Constitutional  can  \^ote  on  this  most  vital  question,  cannot  they  vote 
AmendmCDts*  just  as  safely  on  less  fundamental  questions?  Two  of 
the  questions  referred  to  the  people  of  Boston  were 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  and  only  about  63  per  cent  voted  on  them, 
In  one  case  75  per  cent  voted  on  one  of  the  refer  en  dums  referred  to  above. 
Five  other  cases  received  more  than  63  per  cent  They  va^>^  It  depends 
upon  the  real  interest  in  the  question  submitted.  But  certainly  a  percent* 
age  of  votes  that  is  sufficient  to  adopt  or  defeat  an  amendment  to  the  fun- 
damental constitution  is  sufficient  to  adopt  or  defeat  a  mere  statute.  If 
no  objection  is  made — and  none  has  been— to  the  more  important  question, 
why  should  it  be  to  the  less  important?    Certainly  it  should  be  sufficient 
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as  an  expression  of  opinion  as  a  mere  gnide  to  later  legislation.  But  if 
flic  people  do  not  vote  on  a  queslion  calling  for  the  expression  of  their 
opinion,  they  are  not  interested,  and  that  means  that  notUing  is  done.  If 
the  vote  h  overwhelming,  then  the  Legislature  will  act  in  accordance  with 
it    So  the  very  size  of  a  vote  is  a  sign  of  what  the  will  of  the  people  is. 

The  question  was  actually  referred  to  the  people  in  1895,  "  Shall  munic- 
ipal suffrage  l>e  granted  to  women?"  The  Legislature  passed  the  law  call- 
ing for  an  expression  of  opinion  hy  all  the  voters  of  the  state,  not  only  the 
men.  but  the  women  who  are  allowed  to  vote  for  members  of  the  school 
bctard.  The  women  overwhelmingly  voted  for  it,  but  the  men  were  three 
10  one  against  it. 

In  1896.  after  twenty  years  of  threshing  it  out,  they  thought  we  ought 
to  have  biennial  elections  of  state  oflkcrs  and  members  of  the  Legislature, 
and  two  constitutional  amendments  were  referred  to  the  people,  and  the 
people  voted  against  them.  That  is,  they  simply  killed  the  proposition,  so 
that  the  Legislature  has  given  no  further  consideration  to  it.  It  has  not 
come  up  to  bother  the  committees,  and  the  Governor  said  iJiat  these  dc- 
dsive  votes  will  now  give  a  quietus  to  these  questions  which  have  been 
bothering  us  for  a  number  of  years.  If  that  is  so,  does  not  it  also  hold 
good  as  a  guiding  policy  for  representatives? 

The  only  way  to  get  good  government  is  to  arouse  the  people  on  the 
questions  which  concern  them,  that  they  may  be  interested  not  in  partisan- 
ship, not  in  machine  rule,  but  in  tlie  questions  that  concern  them,  and  the 
best  way  to  do  that  is  to  give  ihem  a  means  to  express  their  opinion. 

The  C&AQtHAK :  I  think  we  shall  have  to  be  satisfied  this  morning  with 
having  had  a  start  on  this  subject,  which  I  hope  %viU  be  continued  at  sub- 
sequent meetings  of  the  League*  I  hope  it  will  be  taken  up  when  we  have 
some  representatives  here  from  Chicago,  where  there  have  been  some  very 
interesting  eKperimcnts  with  tlie  referendum,  but  I  think  we  shall  have  to 
dose  this  particular  discussion  in  view  of  the  subsequent  meetings. 


THUE3DAY  EVENDJa  SESSION. 


The  sixth  *-es3ion  of  the  Conference  was  held  in  Hotel  Chalfonte^  with 
Jlr>race  E.  Deming.  Esq,,  in  the  chair. 

The  CHAmMAN;  In  the  nearly  dozen  years  since  the  National  Mtioic- 
tpal  League  was  founded,  it  has  found  occasion  quite  often  to  render  ser- 
f  ice*  to  the  public.  But  during  last  year  it  has  liad  an  unexampled  record. 
Never  before  in  its  history  have  so  many  of  its  members  and  its  officers 
l^een  called  upon  to  render  service  in  public  stations,  and  it  is  because  of 
the  retention  in  such  service  by  Mr.  Guthrie  at  Pittsburg  that  I  am  called 
B|>on  to  preside  in  his  absence  to-night.  We  have  word  from  a  loyal  mem- 
her  of  the  League  from  Pittsburg,  Mn  Oliver  McClintock,  who  writes  us 
in  regird  to  Mr.  Guthrie,  explaining  his  absence  as  follows :  **  Mr.  Guthrie 
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is  s<j  deeply  engrossed,  both  in  matters  involved  in  his  city  adniimstration 
and  aiso  as  chairman  of  the  hlg  California  relief  fund  that  is  being  raised 
here,  that  he  cannot  get  away  from  the  city.  His  administration  is  win- 
ning universal  praise  for  its  resolute  and  intelligent  policy  in  behalf  of  the 
public  interest*' 

The  Secbetary  :    Since  that  letter  was  written.  1  have  received  a  tele* 
gram  from  Mr  McCIintock  which  before  I  read  I  should  like  to  preface 
with  a  word  or  two  of  explanation.     One  result  of  Mr. 
Pittabtirg'*^  Guthrie's   election   in   Pittsburg   was   a   resolute   effort 

FrOgr&Sft,  made  to  bring   the   Chamber  of   Commerce,   a   strong, 

vigorous  body  of  men,  into  line  for  better  things  munic- 
ipally. Heretofore,  it  has  been  merely  a  business  body,  somewhat  ttadcr 
the  control  of  corporate  interests,  which  were  not  altogether  identical  with 
municipal  interests.  Mr.  McCIintock,  who  has  been  a  member  with  Mr. 
Guthrie  of  our  body  for  ten  ycarst  and  who  is  this  year  joined  by  a  third, 
Mr.  H.  D.  W,  English,  took  part  in  a  vigorous  movcmenit  to  bring  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  into  line  with  the  leading  business  bodies  in  other 
cities*  They  succeeded  to  an  unexpected  degree,  and  tlie  telegram  which 
1  received  to-day  indicates  that  Mr.  English,  who,  as  I  mentioned  to-day, 
has  just  been  elected  to  our  own  executive  committee,  has  been  elected 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  thus  insuring  progressive 
administration  of  that  body's  business,  and  showing  a  great  advance  along 
that  line. 

I  am  also  asked  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Leeds,  our  host,  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  many  courtesies,  to  state  that  those  who  expect  to  attend  the 
dinner  to-morrow  night  at  the  Chelsea  will  be  so  kind  as  to  leave  word 
with  the  cashier  to  that  effect  this  evening. 

In  this  cotuieciion  1  should  like  to  say  that  it  is  the  usual  custom  of  the 
National  Municipal  League  to  wind  up  its  proceedings  ivith  a  dinner,  Mr. 
Leeds  graciously  extended  an  invitation  to  us  to  have  the  usual  dimier 
under  his  au^pice^.  It  was  discovered,  however,  that  the  date  fixed  for 
our  dinner  conflicted  with  the  date  fixed  for  the  New  Jersey  Bankers* 
dinner  at  the  Chelsea,  a  dinner  which  will  call  together  two  or  three  hun- 
dred members  of  New  Jersey  banking  institutions,  as  well  as  a  considerable 
number  of  Atlantic  City  men.  So  it  was  suggested  that  instead  of  having 
two  dinners  that  the  National  Municipal  League  delegates  be  invited  to 
attend  the  dinner  of  ihe  Bankers'  Association,  and  Mr.  Bonaparte,  as  rep- 
resenting the  National  Municipal  League,  be  asked  to  join  with  Secretary 
Taft,  Senator  Dryden,  and  Governor  Stokes  in  addressing  the  Bankers' 
Association,  and  thus  reach  an  audience  that  we  would  not  otherwise 
reach. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  had  to  pay  quite  a  considerable  price  for 
that  combination,  namely,  we  have  to  omit  the  ladies  from  the  invitation. 
For  the  past  twelve  years  the  ladies  have  always  been  invited  to  the 
Nationa]   Municipal  League  dinners.     The  bankers,  to  that  extent,  have 
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fallen  behind  us,  or  have  not  kept  up  to  us,  but  as  %ve  arc  to  be  their 
guests  to-morrow  evening,  as  I  said  a  moment  ago,  we  have  to  pay  the 
price  of  not  inviting  the  ladies.  But  I  am  sure  the  ladies  will  be  perfectly 
wJtUng  to  make  that  sacrifice  when  it  involves  the  National  Municipal 
league  through  its  President,  reaching  an  audience  of  between  two  or 
three  hundred  leading  men  from  all  parts  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  who 
arc  not  at  the  present  moment  particularly  interested  in  municipal  reform, 
but  who  I  am  sure  will  be  after  dinner  to-morrow  evening,  and  after  Mr. 
Bonaparte's  address. 

Ma.  DsMmG :  We  are  all  the  more  gratified,  we  of  the  National  Munic- 
ipal League,  that  wc  have  so  many  ladies  with  us  to-night,  for  to-morrow 
night  we  shall  have  no  better  society  than  mere  bankers*    (Laughter.) 

As  you  may  have  inferred  from  what  I  said  a  moment  or  two  ago,  the 
National  Municipal  Leagtic  is  rather  glad  when  the  public  asked  service  of 
its  distinguished  members,  and  we  have  never  demurred 
Tllfi  League's  when  it  has  been  a  question  of  electing  one  of  our 
SoiTTicBt,  members  a  mayor  of  a  city,  a  mcmlier  of  the  council, 

or  comptroller  or  auditor,  or  appointing  htm  to  a  city 
office.  Wc  feel  as  if  that  Is  only  the  due  of  the  National  Municipal  Lcag:iie, 
and  if  the  city  would  be  all  the  better  for  the  services  of  members;  but 
when  one  of  our  members,  our  distinguished  President,  was  invited  into 
the  national  service,  we  did  demur,  we  demurred  mojt  strongly;  we  wished 
to  retain  tliat  gentleman  in  the  National  Municipal  League,  and  finally  we 
comproniised.  and  our  compromise  was  that  it  was  only  fair  that  that 
gentleman  ^ho  knew  something  about  the  severity  of  such  test  should 
frst  pass  successfully  a  civil  service  examination.  (Applause.)  And  the 
ftf^t  and  last  and  only  question  was,  **  Will  you  agree  once  a  year  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  National  Municipal  League  and  deliver  the  annual  ad^ 
dress.'*  The  answer  was,  "  I  will,*'  and  that  Is  how  our  President,  Mr* 
Bonaparte,  was  finally  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  (Laughter*) 
And  that  is  why,  in  fulfilment  of  that  pledge,  and  in  proof  that  he  has 
parsed  a  perfect  civil  service  cKaniination,  showing  him  well  qualified  to 
fulfil  ihc  duties  of  those  offices,  that  we  have  Mr.  Bonaparte  with  us  to- 
night.    (Applause.) 

HoKOitAt]t.e  Charles  J,  Bonafartk:  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  I  must 
jirdace  what  I  am  about  to  say  by  an  apology  for  not  having  come  sooner 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  examination  to  which  Mr.  Dcm* 
iDtg  has  referred,  I  have  been  engaged  lately  in  the  "  last "  obsequies  of 
Piml  Jones,  and  in  the  entertainment  of  the  officers  from  the  French  Re- 
public who  came  over  to  take  part  in  that  interesting  event. 

There  were  many  reasons  which  caused  me  to  feel  that  however  tnterest- 
tng  the  exercises  at  Annapolis,  and  the  entertainments  at  Washington  may 
hate  been,  I  lost  much  in  not  attending  the  previous  sessions  of  the 
League,  but  until  this  evening  I  had  not  been  sufliciently  presumptions  to 
think  that  the  League  has  lost  anything  through  my  non-attendance,  but  I 
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must  say  I  think  if  1  had  bcod  at  the  helm  here  the  ladies  would  not  have 
been  excluded  to-morrow  evening,  (La.ughter  and  applause.)  Therefore, 
I  feel  that  it  has  been  perhaps  a  misfortitne  for  them,  as  well  as  certainly 
one  for  myself. 

Mr.  Bonaparte  then  delivered  his  annual  address  as  President  of  the 
National  Municipal  League*  his  subject  being,  "  Why  We  Have  Unsaiis- 
iactory  Public  Servants  and  How  We  Can  Get  Good  Ones,"  for  further 
reference  to  which  see  the  Table  of  Contents. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Bonaparte's  address  the  meeting  adjourned. 


FRIDAY  IffOEKIHG  SESSION. 

The  seventh  session  of  the  Conference  was  hcJd  at  the  Hotel  Chalfonte 
at  1045  a.  m.,  with  President  Bonaparte  in  the  chair. 

The  President:  Before  commencing  the  papers  which  are  to  be  read 
to-day,  I  am  asked  to  state  that  at)  effort  will  be  made  to  dispose  of  the 
remaining  papers  on  our  program  this  morning,  and  in  this  connection  I 
should  like  to  make  a  word  of  explanation.  It  has  been  the  custom  of 
the  League  for  a  number  of  years  past  to  gather  together  in  connection 
with  its  annual  meeting  a  series  of  papers  on  various  mumcipal  topics,  not 
solely  for  presentation  at  the  annual  meeting,  but  for  publication  in  the 
proceedings,  and  for  the  information  of  members  tliroughout  the  year. 
Following  that  plan  this  year  we  have  had  a  number  of  papers  entered  on 
the  program  without  any  thought  that  they  would  be  read.  In  fact,  if  all 
the  papers  asked  for  were  to  be  read  jt  would  take  more  time  than  we 
have  set  aside-    This  is  particularly  true  of  this  morning's  program. 

The  question  of  mutiicipal  ownership  and  operation  is  one  that  is  attract- 
ing a  great  deal  of  attention  at  this  time^  and  we  have  gathered  together 
papers  on  the  situation  in  Logansport,  Ind. ;  Jackson- 
Municipal  villc  Fla.;  Detroit,  Mich.;   Dnltith.   Minn.:   Cleveland. 

Ownership  and  O.,  and  Lincoln^  Keb.*  The  papers  arc  here,  and  it 
Operation.  is  moved  that  they  be  accepted  for  printing.    Those  in 

favor  of  this  course  respecting  the  papers  in  question 
will  signify  it  by  saying  Aye;  those  opposed.  No.  It  seems  to  commend 
itself  to  the  judgment  of  the  League. 

The  first  paper  to-day  is  on  the  '*  Scope  and  Character  of  the  Work  of 
the  Commission  Appointed  by  the  National  Civic  Federation  to  Enquire 
into  the  Advantages  and  Dra^vback^  of  Municipal  Operation/'  It  will  he 
read  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Moffett,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  who  may  be 
remembered  by  many  of  those  present  as  the  editor  of  the  InUmaHonal 
Bricklayers'  Journal 

Mr,  Moffett  then  read  his  paper,  for  further  reference  to  which  see  the 
Table  of  Contents. 
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TtiE  President  :  The  next  paper  will  be  an  address  on  "  Illustrative 
ETcpcricnces  in  Massachusetts,*'  by  Mr.  Harvey  S.  Chase,  of  Boston,  expert 
accountant. 

Mr.  Harvey  S.  Chase:  Before  touching  on  the  subject  «hich  I  have 
before  me,  !  would  like  to  bring  up  a  point  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating 
wimt  has  been  done  tn  the  past  and  what  may  be  done^  and  probably  will 
be  done,  on  new  lines  which  are  now  being  attempted. 

I  have  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the  Compt roller  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, The  city  of  Baltimore  was  the  second  city  in  the  United  States  to 
issue  its  report  upon  the  standard  law  laid  out  by  the  League's  Committee 
upon  Uniform  Municipal  Accounting,  and  it  has  persisted  from  the  first  in 
that  good  work,  and  to-day  it  has  it5  Comptroller's  report  laid  out  upon 
those  original  lines  comprising  all  the  different  schedules  as  they  were 
iirst  devised  ;  and  although  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  those 
schedules,  and  ahhough  with  a  reasonable  time  we  shall  hope  that  Balti- 
more will  adopt  the  latest  instead  of  the  earliest,  it  is 
Uniform  an  interesting  fact  and  an  encouraging  one  to  find  that 

AcoountilLg  the   second   citj^   which   took   up  the   subject  still  con- 

flud  ^eportilLg.  tinues:  in  lact«  the  YtTy  wording  is  used  of  the  original 
lines.  I  should  like  to  quote  from  what  the  Comptroller 
says  just  a  phrase:  "To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore: 
Gentlemen^  the  report  of  this  department  for  the  year  1903  is  hereby  pre- 
sentedt  containing  the  comparison  under  the  uniform  system  of  municipal 
accounting  approved  by  the  National  Municipal  League,  which  has  met 
with  the  universal  approval  of  our  citizens  as  well  as  the  leading  account- 
ams  of  the  day/' 

Tb«  PiEsifiENT :  All  members  of  the  League  wiSI»  of  course,  make  prep- 
intions  to  come  on  to  Baltimore,  and  there  they  will  have  the  advantage 
of  reading  ihe  reports  of  the  Comptroller,  as  all  Baltimoreans  do  very 
carefully^  prepared  upon  the  scientific  lines  recommended  by  the  League. 

Sir.  Chase  then  read  his  paper,  for  further  reference  to  which  see  the 
Table  of  Contents, 

The  President:  Before  calling  for  the  next  paper  mentioned,  and 
^terwards  for  the  discussion  to  which  we  are  looking  forward,  I  am  re- 
qtttslcd  10  read  two  telegrams:  The  hrst  is  from  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 
tlhci-  are  both  addressed  to  the  Secretary)  and  announces,  "Lancaster, 
Pettniylvatua,  League  will  join  national  body.  Delegates  will  attend  Fri- 
day/' They  are  now  here,  so  it  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  League  that 
they  arrived  in  time  for  the  dinner.     (Laughter) 

The  second  telegram  is  from  Philadelphia :  *'  Please  extend  City  Club's 
imjiaijon  to  National  League  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  next  year.  The 
Otf  Qab,  A.  E,  Turner,  Chairman  Executive  Committee "  The  Com- 
mictfte  of  Seventy  join  in  the  request,  and  we  are  asked  to  send  an  answer. 
That  is  read  for  the  information  of  the  League,  and  unless  it  occurs  to 
one  that  another  disposition  of  it  is  proper,  it  will  be  Uid  aside  for 
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die  mature  consideration  of  the  Executive  CommJUec,  who  will  reply 
somewhat  in  the  style  of  the  letter  of  which  I  am  called  upon  to  sign  a 
ffreat  many  just  now,  expressing  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
and  gratitude  at  the  invilalion,  and  assuring  tlie  person  sending  it  that  it 
has  been  filed  away  for  due  consideration.     (Laughter.) 

The  Secretary:  Ri^bt  iti  this  connection,  may  I  say  that  invitations 
have  also  been  received  from  Chicago.  Toronto  (the  Mayor  aiid  City  Coun- 
cil and  the  officials  of  a  number  of  Canadian  municipalities  uniting  in  the 
invitation),  and  from  Norfolk.  And  there  have  also  been  oral  invitations 
to  be  backed  up  later  by  formaJ  invitations  from  New  Haven  and  Minne- 
apolis. And  there  have  also  been  oral  invitations  from  Pittsburg  and  Buf- 
falo* showing  a  very  keen  desire,  and  Cincinnati  has  given  us  a  standing 
invitation.  The  latch-string  of  Cincinnati  is  out  to  the  National  Municipal 
League  whenever  we  choose  to  pull  it. 

The  President:  The  League  has  every  reason  to  be  grateful  at  ihc 
desire  for  its  societj^ 

The  League  will  now  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  the  Hon.  Jamc$ 
M.  Head,  former  mayor  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Mayor  Head  then  delivered  an  address,  for  further  reference  to  which 
see  the  Table  of  Contents. 

The  President:  Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  have  had  a  very  inter- 
esting discussion  of  the  topic,  and  it  is  eminently  right  for  the  expression 
of  the  views  which  have  been  slowly  developing  in  the  various  members 
of  the  League  since  they  heard  the  first  paper  read  on  this  subject.  It  will 
give  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  recognize  any  gentleman,  and  still 
greater  pleasure  to  recognize  any  lady  who  desires  to  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject I  will  mention,  however,  in  connection  with  the  last  announcement 
that  it  is  not  necessary  for  any  one  present  to  repudiate  the  association  in 
which  married  women  were  mentioned  by  the  last  speaker.  (Laughter.) 
I  thought  that  when  Mr.  Tiead  commenced  that  comparison  he  was  going 
to  say  that  the  legal  relations  between  the  city  and  the  state  bear  some  re- 
semblance to  the  legal  relation  which  is  supposed  to  exist  between  a 
woman  and  her  husband,  and  there  would  have  been  a  little  more  accuracy 
in  that  statement  than  perhaps  would  at  first  be  obvious,  for  the  city  Is 
very  often  not  only  the  best  part,  hut  the  most  effective  part  of  the  state. 

On  the  other  propositions  which  have  been  suggested,  which  are  per* 
haps  more  open  to  debate  than  the  one  he  inadvertently  raised,  I  should 
be  most  happy  to  arrange  a  discussion  for  anybody  present  who  feels 
moved  to  give  it. 

Mr.  George  L.  Fox,  of  New  Haven:  I  simply  want  to  ask  Mr,  Head  a 
single  question.  I  suppose  tliat  the  coal  supply  of  Nashville  is  pretty  clos« 
at  hand,  is  it  not? 

Mr,  Head:   Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Fox:  Would  it  not  therefore,  be  just  to  infer  that  reasonable 
profits  could  be  made  in  most  cities  where  the  rates  for  furnishing  gas  and 
electricitv  are  as  low  as  at  Nashville. 
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Mr.  He^d:   No,  il  would  not 

Mji.  Fox  :  I  was  tJioroughly  wcU  pleased  indeed  with  his  story  of  ihe 
achievement  there,    I  think  tljis  account  is  most  encouraging, 

Mr.  Kelsev:  Mr.  Chairman,  1  would  like  to  ask  the  previous  speaker 
in  reference  to  ihe  matter  of  limited  franchises.  As  I  understand  from 
his  remarksi  he  rather  favors  tlie  Massachusetts  plan,  so  calkdf  under 
which  plan  the  franchise  is  not  granted  for  any  specific  time,  but  is  re- 
vocable on  the  action  of  the  municipal  authorities,  or 
Limited  the  state  commission,  or  both. 

Francllises,  In  New  Jersey  the  plan  was  adopted  of  limiting  the 

franchise,  with  a  condition  that  at  the  end  of  the  limi- 
tation of  time  the  franchise  reverts  to  the  municipality,  and  I  should  like 
to  ask  Mayor  Head  whether  under  that  condition  of  reverting  franchises, 
that  docs  not  remove  the  objection  to  which  he  refers? 

Mr.  Heaj>:  It  does  not  remove  the  objection  to  which  I  allude,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  reverting  you  have  focussed  the  time  at  which  you  induce 
the  corporation  to  go  into  politics  to  elect  its  own  officials  to  get  a  renewal 
of  the  franchise.  That  is  the  objection  to  it.  You  simply  concentrate  on 
one  election,  and  unless  you  are  very  different  from  what  we  are  in  our 
section  of  the  country,  if  the  corporate  interests  of  our  state  and  city 
unite  at  one  time  on  any  one  idea,  it  is  a  herculean  task  to  overcome  them^ 
if  you  do  it  at  all  That  is  the  only  objection  that  1  see  lo  it«  I  believe 
ihe  limited  franchise  is  infinitely  better  than  the  unlimited,  but  I  think 
what  is  better  still  is  simply  the  resei^ation  of  the  right  of  the  city  at 
any  time  to  resume  control  of  its  property. 

Mk.  Doming:   May  I  ask  the  last  speaker  how  he  would  keep  the  cor- 
poration out  of  politics  at  any  time,  if  at  all  times  this 
Corporations         notice  might  be  given?     Would  not  that  compel  the 
tad  Politic*.  corporation  to  keep   somebody  there   all  the  while   to 

prevent  that  notice  being  given? 

Hs.  Hea£:  No,  for  the  reason  is  that  you  have  to  give  twdve  months' 
notice.  Then  you  make  your  effort  to  resume  control  of  your  utilities. 
Then  you  can  go  on  until  another  effort  is  made.  In  the  meantime,  they 
are  not  in  politics.  It  is  not  necessary  for  them  to  be  in  politics.  That 
has  been  the  practical  operation,  Ihc  gas  company  of  Nashville  was 
Actively  in  politics  all  the  time  until  this  settlement  was  made.  For  ten 
rears,  during  which  lime  they  had  this  right,  they  have  been  absolutely  oui 
of  politics.  The  street-car  company  was  actively  in  politics  until  this  settle- 
meat  was  made.  Since  that  time  ihcy  have  taken  no  part  in  the  politics  of 
this  city.  It  is  unnecessary  for  them  to  do  so.  There  is  no  movement  on 
frx)t  seeking  to  acquire  possession  of  their  rights,  and  therefore  it  is  un* 
neccssafy  for  them  to  pay  any  attention  to  politics.  If  you  make  the  effort 
ix>  acquire  control,  you  bring  them  into  politics. 

Ml.   DtiiitNC:    Then  your  suggestion   differs  from  the   Massachusetts 
Ian  referred  to.     You  would  have  a  twelve  months'  notice  and  get  both 
into  politics,  and  not  give  the  notice  unless  it  \vtk9  nece?sar>*? 
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Mr,  Head:  Yes. 

Mr.  Deming:  Whereas  the  pcrpemal  irrevocable  idea  keeps  somebody 
in  politics  alJ  the  time  to  prevent  notice  being  given. 

Mr.  Kelsey  :  May  1  bring  out  one  other  point  ?  In  considering  this 
important  question  of  the  limiting  of  these  public  utiUty  franchises  in  New 
Jersey,  more  especially  in  Essex  County,  where  the  movement  originated, 
we  considered  very  carefully  the  Massachusetts  plan,  or  the  plan  that  has 
been  indicated  by  our  friend  who  preceded  me.  The  two  objections,  the 
two  paramount  objections,  one  of  which  has  been  re- 
ObJMtiOIlS  to  f erred  to  by  Mr,  Deming,  were^  first,  the  objection  that 

Changes  in  was  made  by  the  other  side,  that  the  change  was  5o 

Policy.  radical  a  departure  from  the  system  which  had  hereto- 

fore prevailed  that  there  would  be  no  extensions  of  the 
trolley  system  made,  and  that  it  would  immediately  shut  off  the  extensions 
of  lines  from  the  cities  into  the  cotintiy,  and  whkh  is  such  a  great  accom- 
modation to  so  many  people. 

The  second  point  has  not  been  referred  to.  1  wish  to  emphasize  it  in 
connection  with  the  very  able  presentment  made  by  our  friend  from  Nash- 
ville :  We  found  in  New  Jersey  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  when  these  special 
interests  concentrate^  as  they  have  upon  this  question  of  franchises*  that 
they  appoint  and  control  the  appointment  of  the  commissions  that  have 
this  matter  in  charge,  and  we  anticipate  that  if  we  copied  the  Massachu- 
setts plan  or  the  plan  whicli  has  been  so  ably  defended,  or  rather  advo- 
cated, we  have  reason  to  anticipate  from  our  past  experience  that  the  rail- 
road commission,  or  the  misnicipa!  commission,  that  might  be  empowered 
to  terminate  that  franchise  at  any  time  would  become  a  creature  of  these 
special  interests  and  do  the  work  of  those  interests,  and  hence  a  franchise 
that  was  limited  by  the  cancellation  by  the  authorities  would  be  practically 
perpetuah  because  with  these  men  in  control  it  would  be  impossible  to  get 
them  to  limit  it.  That  was  the  practical  question  on  this  railroad  question, 
where  the  people  of  New  Jersey  have  been  defrauded  out  of  millions  of 
dollars  for  years,  simply  because  the  Governor  and  the  people  having  the 
appointing  power  were  the  willing  and  subservient  instruments  of  those 
special  interests,  and  selected  their  own  men. 

Mr.  Head  :  May  1  make  one  suggestion  ?  The  suggestion  that  I  had 
in  mind  was  to  do  away  with  your  commission  altogether,  but  to  make  the 
appeal  to  a  vote  of  the  people.  Let  them  pass  upon  whether  they  will 
acquire  these  franchises.     That  is  your  remedy. 

The  Secretakv^  Mr,  President,  as  a  contribution  to  the  general  dis- 
cussion, I  happen  this  morning  to  have  received  a  letter  from  an  English 
correspondent,  who  keeps  mc  more  or  less  in  touch  w^ith  the  municipal 
ownership  movement  on  the  opposite  side.  He  has  written  me  a  letter  to 
the  effect  that  the  very  grave  danger  that  confronts  the  English  municipal- 
ities is  the  fact  that  their  debt  is  piling  up  so  very  rapidly  and  to  s«di 


FOR  GOOD  CITY  GOVERNMENT 


I 


_„  „„__iious  extent.    He  says:  "As  you  know,  we  are  piling  up  debts  all 

around,  I  speak  feelingly,  because  I  bought  London 
EngUah  Council  three  per  cent  shares  some  years  ago  at  iiinety- 

£^«rieilC0«  nine  and  a  fraction,  and  they  are  now  down  to  njnety- 

two  and  a  fraction,  and  I  sec  no  hope  of  their  regain- 
ing iheir  fomtier  position.  I  saw  it  stated  the  other  day  that  the  total 
debt  of  Loftdon  was  in  excess  of  the  total  assessment  value.  I  believe 
other  cities  are  in  the  same  position,  and  still  the  debt  goes  piling  up. 
Unfortunately,  those  who  usually  get  into  miuiicipal  councils  are  not  those 
who  have  money,  so  they  frequently  vote  away  other  people-s.  The  social- 
istic  clement  is  one  to  be  reckoned  with,  as  they  have  no  sympathy  with 
the  capitalist  class,  and  are  strongly  in  favor  of  pressing  forward  munic- 
ipal trading/' 

Mm.  Pauje:  That  letter  is  interesting,  but  I  wond;;r  if  two  things  do 
Tim  occur  to  us  as  we  listen  to  tu  In  the  first  place,  when  it  spoke  of  the 
fcdtiction  of  the  market  value  on  the  bonds,  must  we  not  compare  the 
special  bonds  under  discussion  with  other  bonds?  I  think  we  all  know 
tliat  within  the  last  few  years  the  consols  of  England  have  fallen,  so  tliat 
they  have  been  very  !ow,  and  I  think  they  are  still  low,  So  that  it  may 
be  that  tbe  reduced  market  value  is  limited  only  to  London  bonds,  or  it 
may  be  that  it  is  tj-pical,  you  might  5a5^  of  the  other  bonds  of  all  England. 
And  then  as  to  debt  In  Boston  we  have  tried  to  consider  the  question 
of  debt  from  this  new  point  of  view — that  while  debt  may  be  incurred  for 
"waste**  purposes  and  for  bonds  thus  issued  and  spent,  you  have  nothing 

to  show  for  them,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  they  may  be 
Tilt  Qncfittan  issued  for  such  things  as  we  have  issued  them  for,  as 
of  Debts  and  for  instance  our  Boston  Subway,  which  is  a  ver^-  valu- 

Anets,  able  asset,  worth  to-day  far  more  than  the  bonds  issued 

lor  it  and  bringing  in  a  rental  which  is  not  only  paying 
interest  on  those  bonds,  but  is  providing  a  sinking  fund  which  will  within 
the  life  of  the  bonds  pay  off  the  entire  issue  of  the  bonds  and  leave  the 
city  of  Boston  with  it  as  an  asset,  which,  after  a  term  of  forty  years,  will 
bting  in  forever  thereafter  probably  an  increasing  rental,  so  that  while  the 
gross  debt  has  indeed  piled  up,  we  are  now  trying  to  anal^^ze  our  debt  into 
a  prodnctivc  and  non-productive  debt.  The  debt  in  which  the  asset  is 
worth  as  much  or  more  than  the  debt  is  something  to  be  differentiated 
from  those  debts  which,  like  war  debts,  once  spent,  leave  nothing  to  show 
for  them.  And  this  is  a  very  common  error  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question.  When  we  start  a  first-rate  electric  plant  we  have  an  asset.  The 
company  considers  that  asset  as  an  offset  to  its  debt.  It  is  considered  not 
*  debt*  but  as  the  capital,  and  the  bigger  ihc  company  the  heavier  it  is. 
When  ihc  same  thing  is  done  by  a  public  corporation,  the  larger  the  debt 
Hid  the  greater  the  liability,  the  poorer  the  community  is  stated  to  be,  and 
yet  fou  may  eaMiy  sec  on  analysts  that  that  communit>'  is  getting  ahead 
&f  the  game  all  the  time,  and  is  going  to  be,  as  with  us  in  Boston  with  our 
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Subway*   the  owner   of   very  valuable  income-bearing   properties,      (Ap- 
plause.) 

Ms.  PowEKs:    The  average  rate  of  interest  on  all  municipal  seciirHi« 
in  Great  Britain  has  changed  in  the  last  fifteen  years  about  one-half  of  one 
per  cent    The  rate  of  interest  has  aUo  changed  in  the 
The  Bate  United  States  on  municipal  bonds,  as  is  reflected  in  the 

of  Interest.  sale  of  New  York  City  bonds ;  very  nearly  half  per  cent 

if  you  take  into  account  the  earning  power  of  money, 
but  this  is  not  common  to  the  municipality.  It  is  common  in  very  large 
measure  to  aU  corporate  securities.  It  affects  the  rate  of  interest  upon 
everything.  It  is  not  something  that  relates  to  cities  alone  either  in  Great 
Britain  or  in  this  coimtry.  There  is  one  statement  in  the  letter  which  was 
read  to  us  that  I  should  like  to  have  elucidated,  because  it  is  likely,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  misleading.  As  I  understood  the  statement,  it  refers  to  the 
amount  of  debt  being  greater  than  the  assessed  valuation.  Now,  that 
sounds  very  large  and  very  harsh  in  this  country,  where  our  assessed 
valuation  represents  the  assessed  valuation  of  property,  that  is,  its  selling, 
value.  We  must  remember,  however,  that  in  Great  Britain  the  assessment 
is  not  the  value  of  the  property  but  the  rental;  that  h,  if  a  property  is 
worth  ^i,0oo  and  it  rents  at  4  per  cent,  it  is  $40.  Its  assessment  in  Great 
Britain  as  compared  with  that  in  this  country  would  be  $40  there  as  against 
$1^000  here.  Now,  then,  your  assessed  value  referred  to  in  that  letter  is 
not  our  assessed  value,  but  the  English  assessed  value  of  rentals — income 
And  thus  you  have  by  the  statement  of  the  letter  a  very  fallacious  prop- 
osition to  the  American  people.  It  is  absolutely  true,  but  like  many 
other  truths,  it  is  made  to  do  service  that  even  lies  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of.     (Applause.) 

M*.  FoX:  I  don't  wish  to  take  too  much  time  and  I  would  like  to  dii 
cuss  the  last  paper,  but  I  wish  to  speak  about  one  or  two  things  that  wer«" 
suggested  by  the  address  of  the  ex-Mayor  of  Nashville.  I  have  not 
changed  my  position  taken  five  or  six  years  ago  at  the  famous  conference 
of  the  Reform  Club  with  regard  to  the  undesirability  of  our  attempting 
in  this  country  to  go  into  municipal  ownership  to  anything  like  the  degree 
that  has  been  done  in  England,  but  I  do  wish  to  say 
very  heartily  that  the  middle-ground  compromise,  as 
our  friend  called  it*  is  the  true  solution  of  this  ques;- 
tion,  1  dlflfcr  with  him.  He  would  have  gone  further 
than  I  did.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  he  could  not.  Ii 
was  far  better  that  he  did  not.  They  have  got  in  Nashville  the  desirable 
resuUsj  and  they  have  avoided  a  great  many  terrible  evils  which  have^ 
come  from  municipal  ownership.  It  is  unfair  and  unjust  to  argue  fror 
success  in  England  similar  success  in  this  country,  for  many  reasons,  I 
will  detail  but  one  or  tw^o. 

In  England  long  ago  the  merit  system  was  aitsolutely  established  in  all 
lines  of  municipal  activitv',  and  it  still  remains.     We  have  not  got  anything 
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like  it  in  this  i^tintry  to  that  degree*  and  therefore  I  repeat  what  1  said 
six  years  ago.  The  true  position  with  this  question  is :  "  When  thou  hast 
been  faithful  in  a  few  things  we  will  make  you  ruler  over  many  things." 
In  the  raeatilime,  we  need  to  do  what  they  have  done  in  Nashville*  To 
use  a  favorite  phrase  of  a  newspaper  friend  of  mine,  we  need  to  use  the 
sheathed  cluh  wilti  immense  efficacy,  as  was  done  so  well  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Nashville.  There  are  the  three  methods,  (i)  of  leaving  cor- 
porations entirely  alone,  {2)  of  swallowing  up  the  corporation,  or  (3)  of 
eonirotling  the  corporations.  The  middle  ground  is  what  has  been  done 
50  well  in  Nashville,  and  I  helicve  most  earnestly  and  enthusiastically  that 
5Uch  is  the  system  to  be  followed  out  in  this  country. 

Now  with  regard  10  the  point  brought  up  before  as  to  the  report  from 
England.  That  report  from  England  is  in  some  degree  true,  and  to  a 
considerable  degree,  although  it  may  sound  wrong  to  us 
InCFeaac  m  in  America,    who   are  not  fanuHar   with   the   situation. 

^^g^i"**  The  fact  is  that  steadily  in  England  rates — ^to  use  the 

Taxatioil.  English    expression— or    local    taxes   have   steadily    in- 

creased, and  they  bear  more  heavily  upon  the  wage- 
earner  than  anybody  else,  and  whether  you  call  it  assessed  valuation  or  the 
rental  valuation,  the  end  of  it  is  just  the  same.  Rates  are  going  up  and 
rents  are  going  up  just  as  they  went  up  in  New  York  City  on  the  East 
Side  when  taxes  wxre  increased,  and  therefore  some  of  the  best  men  who 
arc  interested  in  London  arc  somewhat  alarmed,  and  some  of  the  most 
eRicicat  members  of  the  London  County  Council  with  whom  I  am  ac~ 
qoaitiied  are  anxious  about  the  future.  Therefore,  we  have  to  look  with 
a  great  deal  of  seriousness  at  the  growing  debt  of  England. 

Now,  the  second  point  which  1  wish  to  speak  of  that  makes  it  unfair  to 
«rpac  from  success  in  England  similar  success  in  America  is  this;  The 
word  socialism  is  used  in  two  senses.  This  is  a  favorite  point  of  mine, 
b^t  I  like  to  emphasize  it,  although  some  have  heard  it  before.  In  Eng- 
laAd  that  word  means  to  some  one  thing  and  to  others  another  thing,  and 
dMy  are  well  typified  in  two  persons  much  in  the  public  print  now  in  Eng- 
land; one  is  my  friend,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Burns,  laiio  is  a  socialist  of 
ocit  sort,  and  the  other,  Keir  Hardie.  leader  of  the  Labor  party,  a  socialist 
of  a  very  different  type — a  strange  combination.  The  essential  difference 
betweeti  those  two  socialists  is  this — I  have  heard  John  Burns  say  at  least 
fire  times:  Whenever  any  man  gets  any  special  benefit  from  state  or 
municipality  or  town,  you  must  make  him  pay  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
ctMt  price  of  that  out  of  his  own  pocket  so  that  tt  will  not  come  upon  the 
rates.  U  you  have  a  water  supply  it  must  be  self-supporting  or  make 
money,  as  it  does  in  New  York.  If  cither  gas  or  electric  trolley,  it  must 
4o  the  ^atne  thing.  H  you  have  a  lodging- house,  it  must  do  the  same. 
That  U  John  Burns'  idea. 

Kdr  Hardie  and  the  Countess  of  Warwick  take  a  different  tone.  They 
Mjf,  *•  You  musi  pay  for  it  all  out  of  ihc  ijublic  treasury  and  let  the  benefit 
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go  as  It  pleases."  Now,  that  is  the  fatal  and  very  marked  fallacy  in  any 
argumcDt  from  success  in  England  to  success  in  America  in  that  respect. 
Here  we  have  very  much  of  that  dead-bemt  socialism.  They  are  working 
toward  it  in  England,  I  am  sorry  to  say.  It  is  seen  in  New  York,  for  in* 
stance.  As  to  tlie  new  city  ferry,  I  saw  only  the  other  day  that  the  city 
comptroller  said  in  the  course  of  time  they  must  have  all  city  ferries  free, 
and  the  same  thing  is  working  in  other  direction s>  It  is  the  virus  of  this 
demoralizing  example.  Like  Dr.  Chambers'  tamous  sermon  on  the  self- 
propagating  power  of  sin,  and  therefore  until  you  get  well  established  two 
things  in  this  country,  namely,  first,  an  absolute  merit  system  from  top  !o 
bottom^  and  second,  that  you  will  not  have  dead-beat  socialism  which  says 
"  Let  somebody  else  pay  for  what  I  use,"  but  the  Dutch  treat  socialism 
which  says  "Let  every  man  pay  for  what  he  gets**'  we  must  go  very 
slowly  in  favor  of  municipal  ownership.  But  we  welcome  the  example  of 
Massachusetts  and  Nashville  as  the  sheathed  club  by  which  we  wiU  say  to 
the  corporations,  "You  shall  not  swindle  us/'     (Applause-) 

Mb.  Powers:  In  Boston  the  assessed  valuation  is  full  value,  while  in 
Illinois  it  is  about  one-half  and  in  Iowa  one-fifth.  Now,  all  that  has  to 
be  taken  to  to  account  in  making  comparisons  between  valuations  and  debts 
and  so  forth.  But  after  allowing  for  that  wc  have  got  an  enotTnous  varia- 
tion between  Great  Britain  and  even  the  most  exceptional  of  our  Amer- 
ican states. 

Mr.  Kelsey  :  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gcntlenian  who  favors  John  Burns' 
limited  view  of  socialism  what  his  view  would  be  in  regard  to  public 
schools,  for  instance. 

Mr.  Fox:  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from  yow,  sir.  That  is  ^^omething  I 
have  fought  for  some  time*  Free  education  should  end  with  the  period  of 
compulsory  education.  All  the  money  spent  from  the 
Fablic  Bchoolfi.  public  treasury  should  be  spent  on  the  grammar  school ; 
very  little  should  be  spent  on  the  public  high  school  or 
upon  the  state  university.  Under  the  present  system  you  rob  the  wage- 
cartiing  taxpayer,  and  he  is  the  one  you  ought  to  consider,  and  must,  when 
you  do  that.  There  is  no  country  in  the  world  that  is  so  unjust  to  the 
wage-earning  taxpayer  as  this,  simply  because  it  taxes  him  for  a  function 
of  government  which  not  ten  per  cent  of  them  can  enjoy.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Kklsev:  Then  I  understand  the  gentleman  would  make  an  excep- 
tion so  far  as  the  primary  school  is  concerned, 

Mr.  Fox  :   I  certainly  would,  and  it  is  easily  justifiable. 

Mr,  Freiberg  r  Would  it  not  be  better  to  extend  the  function  of  the 
public  school  along  the  lines  of  university  extension,  along  the  lines  New 
York  is  doing  in  its  public  lecture  course,  so  that  when  they  pay  for  it 
every  one  gets  the  advantage  of  it?     (Applause.) 

M«.  Fox :  We  are  not  discussing  that  matter,  but  if  the  Chairman  will 
consent,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  answer  that, 

The   President:    The  subject  is  exceedingly  interesting,  but   we  are^ 
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ualonunalcly,  approaehing  tbe  time  when  all  of  these  valuable  ideas  will 
have  lo  bear  their  fruition  in  the  practicaJ  work  of  the  members  of  the 
I^a^e  in  their  difFcrent  municipHlities. 

You  all  know  that  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  has 
a  very  great  advantage.  It  is  not  considered  necessary  there  that  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  body  should  refrain  from  debate;  on  the  contrary — 
(Applause.) 

Mt  Fox:  Go  ahead* 

The  PfiESUiENT:  I  see  you  take  the  hint-  I  was  going  to  say  that  he 
generally  managed  to  get  the  floor  when  he  wanted  it,  however  it  might  be 
for  anybody  else. 

There  were  two  things  which  occurred  to  me  during  this  discussion 
about  which  I  thought  1  might  inflict  one  or  two  minutes  of  further 
detention  upon  the  long-suffering  members  of  the  League.  Suffering 
merely,  1  mean,  in  that  they  have  stayed  to  hear  so  much  from  mt, 
(Laughter.)  The  first  of  these  is  that  there  is  a  very  important  legal 
question  w^hich  is  often  lost  sight  of  in  tfiis  discussion.  Now,  it  was  sug- 
gested in  the  course  of  the  discussion  which  arose  over 
Legml  the  very  excellent  address  of  Mr.  Head  that  the  fran* 

Btfficultiea.  chises   granted    to   a   corporation    should    terminate   at 

some  particular  time,  and  then  revert  to  the  city,  hut 
9A  3  matter  of  fact,  it  is  absoluteiy  essential  to  remember  that  a  municipal 
corporation  has  the  power  to  grant  franchises,  as  a  delegated  power  only. 
The  power  to  grant  a  franchise  is  one  of  the  elemcnis  of  sovereignty,  and 
if  the  franchise  comes  to  an  end,  it  reverts  not  to  the  body  that  has  granted 
tt,  through  the  permission  of  a  superior,  but  to  the  superior  itself, 

It  may  be  said  that  that  ought  to  be  altered,  and  that  the  municipalities 
ol  our  country  should  be  organiicd  as  imperiuM  in  imperio  within  the  state. 
If  3rou  go  into  that  question  you  immediately  fmd  yourself  face  to  face 
with  the  consideration  of  a  far  wider  scheme  than  applies  to  any  question 
of  municipal  ownership.  Therefore,  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  while  it 
ttodo^btedly  was  a  great  Inconvenience  to  tiic  New  York  reformers  to 
find  thai  ihey  had  to  go  to  the  state  in  order  to  get  the  authority  for  the 
cfty  10  do  what  it  wanted  to  do,  that  was  simply  because  at  the  time  when 
cities  were  organized,  they  were  not  organized  for  these  purposes,  The?.e 
are  purposes  which  in  the  progress  of  civiliration  are 
Legitimate  graduatty  coming  lo  be  regarded  as  more  or  less  legiLi- 

Knnicip&l  mate  parts  of  municipal  dutieSt  but  they  were  not  orig- 

Oxitiei.  inally  regarded  as  any  part  of  muntctpal  duty.    One  of 

the  examples  of  that  is  in  the  water  comp;inies.  Orig* 
iiully,  nearly  all  of  our  municipalities  were  supplied  with  water  by  private 
corporations.  Usually  they  now  arc  when  they  commence  tn  be  munidpal- 
itiet.  After  a  certain  length  of  time  it  is  found  advisable  to  transfer  that 
fmetioa  to  the  city  itself,  and  we  have  now  got  accustomed  to  having  the 
dry  fiimish  its  own  water,  and  yet  we  are  not  yet  accustomed  to  thi 
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fixmi^htng  its  own  ga*  or  eleciricity,  The  consequence  is  that  we  come  to 
look  upon  it  as  more  natural  that  the  city  should  own  its  waterworks  than 
that  it  should  own  its  gas  works  or  lU  electric- light  plant. 

There  ia  one  other  thing  1  wanted  to  say — taking  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  to  impose  upon  your  patience :  In  my  own  city  of  BaltunorCp 
it  the  time  when  they  first  issued  franchises  for  the  street  railroads,  there 
wa*  imposed  on  the  railway  companies  a  tax  of  20  per  cent  of  their  gross 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  public  parks.  That,  so  far  as  I  know*  is 
the  Ofily  city  in  which  that  was  done  in  the  first  instance,  the  only  occa- 
lion  where  a  price  was  asked  and  paid  for  the  original  use  of  the  streets. 
That  has  been  in  many  respects  a  very  good  arrangement  It  is  an  ex- 
cellent arrangement  as  far  as  the  park  system  is  concerned.  It  has  also 
had  certain  incidental  advantagea.  It  has  maintiiined  the  public  spirit  of 
everybody  eotinected  with  the  street-car  lines,  because  they  have  been  con- 
tinually  in  poh'ticsp  in  getting  that  amount  reduced.  And  they  have  sue- 
ceeded  in  getting  it  reduced  to  g  per  cent  now*  It  is 
Baltimore'i  also  supposed  to  have  added  to  the  inadequate  emolti* 

Etperiment  ments  of  various  public  servants  a  considerable  amount 

(Laughter.)  And  it  has  introduced  a  most  thorough- 
going merit  system  in  the  appointment  of  the  conductors  and  formerly 
drivers  now  motormen  of  the  cars.  The  system  being  to  ask  each  of  them 
how  many  votes  he  has  got  for  gentlemen  who  will  recommend  him  for 
appointment.  And  that  system  is  said  to  have  many  advantages  for  both 
the  corporation  and  the  members  of  the  city  council — and  of  the  Legisla- 
ture at  times.  1  cannot  say  that  I  retain  altogether,  as  my  friend  Mr,  Fox 
says  he  docs,  the  opinions  he  formerly  had  on  this  subject,  for  I  have  not 
any  absolute  definite  opinion  about  that.  It  is  gradually  coalescing,  so  to 
speak,  I  doubt  somewhat  whether  you  can  lay  down  an  absolute  rule. 
In  fact,  I  am  very  strongly  inclined  to  think  you  must  be  guided  by  the 
particular  circumstances  of  each  case, 

1  was  very  favorab!y  impressed  with  one  suggestion  that  was  made  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  and  that  was  that  these  franchises  should 
have  no  definite  length  of  time,  should  never  be  revocable,  but  should  be 
always  purchafjable,  purchasable  at  the  fair  value  of  the  property.  Get  rid 
of  the  idea  of  trying  to  get  something  for  less  than  it  is  worth,  Pay  the 
men  on  the  same  principle  that  you  take  his  property  for  any  other  public 
use.  Pay  him  what  it  is  fairly  worth,  and  then  I  think  it  is  perfectly  safe 
to  require  of  a  public  service  corporation  just  what  you  require  of  any 
citi;cen,  that  when  necessary  he  must  give  up  his  property  for  the  use  of 
the  public.  The  great  difficulty  about  attaining  satisfactory  results,  accord- 
ing to  my  observation,  is  to  get  the  right  sort  of  men.  When  you  have 
such  a  mayor  as  they  had  in  one  of  our  cities,  as  we  have  heard  this  morn- 
ing (applause),  you  will  get  satisfactory  results. 

The  Secretary:  It  was  the  original  thought  to  have  a  meeting  this 
afternoon.    We  have  had  a  very  good  meeting  so  far,  and  as  Prof,  Rowc 
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is  here  and  his  paper  bfars  on  the  general  subject  under  discussion.  I  sug- 
gest we  have  that  paper  now  while  the  matter  is  fresh  in  our  minds,  and 
ihM  we  leave  the  afternoon  open  for  reflection  and  meditation  on  what  has 
been  given  to  U5. 

The  President  :   Gentlemen,  it  is  suggested  that  Prof,  Rowe  be  assured 

a  fak  field  and  no  favor. 

PRtiFEssoR  Rowe:  I  prefer  not  to  delay  the  lunch,  and  will  gladly  forego 
the  privilege. 

The  President  r  All  that  would  be  lost  is  the  opportunity  to  criticize  it^ 
Dr,  Rowe.     (Laughter.) 

Profeskqb  Rowe  :  I  wish  to  say,  to  make  it  very  clear  at  the  outset  of 
this  paper,  that  it  is  not  a  discussion  either  for  or  against  municipal 
ownership  and  operation.  There  are,  it  seems  to  me,  certain  valuable^ 
positive  and  negative  opinions  to  be  drawn  from  foreign  experience,  and  it 
is  with  the  idea  of  calling  your  attention  to  one  or  two  of  the  most  im- 
portant problems  involved  that  I  would  take  at  least  part  of  your  time« 
With  the  permission  of  the  Chairman^  I  will  cut  out  certain  portions  of 
the  paper  which  you  will  be  able  to  read  just  a?  well  when  the  proceed- 
ings arc  published. 

For  further  reference  to  Prot  Rowe's  paper  see  the  Table  of  Contents. 

The  SttitrrARy:    We  have  two  items  of  business  to  transact  yet.    One 

to  receive  and  consider  the  report  of  the  Auditing  Committee.  The 
lather  is  to  consider  a  resolution  of  thanks. 

I  have  also  been  asked  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  very  interest- 
ing dttiation  exists  in  our  Capital  Ctty  at  Washington,  where  municipal 
government  is  carried  on,  as  you  know,  under  a  very  interesting  form. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  States  called  together  to 
Tilt  Wathing-  consider  grave  national  questions  is,  to  all  intents  and 
ton  fiitnation.  purposes,  the  municipal  council  of  that  city,  and  the 
citizens  of  Washington  who  have  no  vote  can  secure 
improvements  only  through  the  votes  of  Congressmen,  who  are  responsible 
lo  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents.  The  members  of  the  National 
Municipal  League  arc  very  strongly  urged  to  keep  themselves  as  strongly 
in  touch  as  possible  with  the  proposed  improvements  in  Washington,  so 
Uiat  they  can  secure  votes  from  their  Congressmen  on  improvements  de- 
fircd  iJJcfc,  In  all  of  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  President  Roosevelt  is  very 
deeply  interested,  as  well  as  a  number  of  our  members  and  officers.  Our 
President  may  wish,  as  a  quasi  resident  of  Washington,  to  endorse  these 
ftcatnmendations,  because  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  living  in  Washing- 
laHi  part  of  the  time. 

Tb*  P»ESiitEJ*T:  I  am  very  happy,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  to  re'Cnforce 
i3>e  suggestion,  and  I  will  say  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a  very  liberal  system 
^  public  improvements  in  Wa^jhington,  especially  those  that  are  connected 
with  a  z^*od  water  supply  and  good  lighting  and  efficient  poUce  and  clean- 
lintsf.    I  do  not  wish  at  all  to  sec  any  of  this  nigardJy  disjiosition  which 
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some  peopk  are  disposed  to  show  toward  it.    I  have  not  any  property  in 

Washington,  (Laughter,)  And  1  do  not  think  ray 
Hemarks  by  taxes  of  any  kind  will  be  cither  greater  or  less  accord- 

Fresideut  ing  to  the  amount  expended  there,  but  T  do  live  there, 

Eonaparte.  and  that  makes  me  under  the&c  drcnm stances  decidedly 

quasi,  as  Mr.  WoodrttflF  puts  it — and  the  quasi  resident 
is  generally  a  very  public-spirited  citizen.     (Laughter.) 

It  is,  however,  a  fact  that  there  are  some  things  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington which  are  decidedly  discreditable  in  our  national  capital  When  I 
went  there  last  summer  the  water  that  was  supplied  to  wash  in  looked  like 
stronger  coffee  than  you  generally  get  at  the  average  hostelry.  (Laughter,) 
And  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  has  to  some  extent  lost  that 
characteristic  since*  it  is  by  no  means  the  limpid  stream  that  we  should 
desire  to  have  it.  And  there  are  various  matters  which,  if  it  were  not  so 
late,  I  could  perhaps  dwell  upon  with  interest  and  advantage. 

But  I  must  come  down  from  the  affairs  of  the  national  capital  to  ask  if 
your  Auditing  Committee  is  ready  to  ref>ort  on  the  defalcations  it  has  dis- 
co ve  red.     ( Laught  e  r. ) 

Mr.  Sturces  :  That  is  the  reason,  I  suppose,  that  this  report  is  kept  till 
the  last^    The  best  things  are  kept  to  the  end.    One  thing  that  has  made 

us  willing  to  be  left  behind  is  that  we  wanted  some 
Auditing  excuse  for  remaining  for  this  dtmier  to-night,  a  better 

iteport.  excuse  than  our  brothers  from  Lancaster  had,     1  wish 

the  ladies  and  gentlemen  here  would  realize  the  fact 
that  this  committee,  one  member  at  least  of  which  is  from  a  small  town, 
has  examined  accounts  amounting  to  about  ?9,ooo.  Think  of  it  gentle- 
men? A  larger  amount  than  the  salarj'  the  predecessor  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  (our  President)  had  for  a  whole  year's  service  I 
The  present  Secretarj',  I  am  sure,  deserves  a  larger  amount^  and  I  hope 
gets  it.  (Laughter.)  That  amount  would  pay  a  small  family's  board  for 
a  week  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  or  Belle vue-Strat ford.  So  we  have  ap- 
proached this  thing  with  a  great  deal  of  hesitation  and  deliberation.  We 
have  had  session  after  session — at  least  our  second  session  came  after  the 
first  (laughter) — and  we  have  gone  over  these  things  very  carefully.  There 
arc  two  or  three  things  that  perhaps  we  have  no  right  to  inquire  into  in 
these  bills  that  we  have  passed,  but  we  at  least  would  like  to  make  one  or 
two  suggestions, 

A  good  deal  of  money  has  been  spent  for  something  called  "honora- 
riums." We  seem  to  have  bought  a  good  deal  of  honorariums.  (Laugh- 
ter,) And  it  is  so  long  since  we  have  studied  Latin  that  I  at  least  do 
tiot  know  whether  an  honorarium  is  a  new  sort  of  grass  seed  or  a  search- 
light for  the  Navy,  or  the  land  and  naval  forces.  Notwithstanding  that  a 
good  many  of  those  bills  are  receipted  by  Mr.  Woodruff.  I  want  to  say 
that  judging  from  the  wonderful  results  obtained  in  some  of  the  legisla- 
tures, especially  that  of  Pennsylvania,  our  own  state,  most  unhoped  for  a 
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year  ago»  I  would  like  to  have  this  League  buy  more  lionorariums.  It  is 
the  best  investment  that  we  have  discovered  in  the&e  accounts, 

We  noticed  other  accounts  for  railroad  fare.  Now,  knowing  that  the 
trcasuTTcr  of  this  League  is  a  prominent  officer  in  the  Baldwin  Locomotive 
Works,  we  cannot  really  approve  that  expenditure.  (Laughter.)  Why 
don't  he  irot  out  one  of  his  locomotives  and  take  m  aroimd  and  not  pay 
out  money  for  it.  By  the  way,  I  want  to  say  one  thing  that  has  made  our 
work  especiaUy  delicate  and  careful  has  been  the  fact  that  we  discovered 
soon  after  our  appointment  that  our  Treasurer  is  now  on  the  other  side 
of  the  water.  (Laughter.)  There  was  $275.12  that  he  was  to  account  for. 
Vou  can  imagine  the  conscientious  care  that  we  have  given  to  our  task. 

There  arc  two  or  three  other  matters  of  a  like  kind.  Oh  I  one  item  T 
must  call  attention  to.  I  want  to  ask  a  little  information  about  it  at  the 
next  convention,  perhap$.  There  seems  to  be  a  premium  paid  for  New 
York  memberships-  (Laughter.)  That  we  could  not  understand  quite. 
Of  course,  if  they  were  all  brought  out  of  the  Tammany  circle  it  would 
be  worth  a  good  deal  of  money ^  if  not  to  us»  to  capture  a  few  of  them 
and  get  them  in  here;  but  why  a  commission  should  be  paid  for  New 
Vork  members  and  not  for  Pennsylvania  or  Baltimore  or  others  w*e  can- 
not quite  nndersund,  and  I  would  like  to  know  about  it.  Now,  if  that 
commi^&ion  were  paid  a  commission  on  capturing  the  ladies,  we  would 
afifirDve  it  heartily, 

A$  an  illustration  of  the  tricks  of  some  districts  at  least  in  this  female 
suffrage  question,  you  heard  the  Mayor  of  my  city,  Mr.  Dimmick,  of 
Scraaton,  here  the  other  day.  Now  that  he  has  gone,  I  will  give  an  illus- 
tration from  his  experience.  J  would  not  dare  do  it  if  he  were  here. 
After  hi*  election  the  man  who  was  named  for  the  most  important  position 
Ofider  the  Mayor  was  a  man  named  Ja>nic.  He  had  more  political  ring 
iilfeiftttce  behind  him  begging  and  demanding  his  appointment  than  any 
other  candidate.  Mr.  Dimmick  turned  him  down,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
reason  he  was  turned  down,  primarily,  was  because  the  Mayor  said  he 
would  not  have  uny  females  in  his  cabinet  (laughter),  although  he  spells 
IDA  name  J-a-y*n-c.  He  said  he  had  been  about  twenty  years  under  female 
govcmmcnt,  and  he  had  had  enough  of  it. 

Gentlemen  and  ladies:  We  now  have  the  pleasure  of  coming  down  to 
the  least  important  part  of  these  things  and  say  we  have  found  everythinif 
correct  and  ^tisfactory,  even  under  these  suspicion?;  circumstances. 

I  just  want  to  call  attention  to  one  thing  that  the  President  last  night 
brought  to  our  minds.  I  do  not  think  you  ought  to  expect^  in  view  of 
mhst  he  *aid  here,  that  men  of  high  standing,  such  standing  as  Dr.  Hart- 
weH  Mtiil  myself  at  least,  can  be  expected  to  give  our  time  for  the  small 
resBBieraticn  that  we  receive.  (Laughter.)  We  come  right  in  under  tl>c 
crrD  »efirice  reform  rule,  I  suppose  we  added  up  at  least  eight  or  ten 
cottimnf  of  ligures,  and  as  we  arc  neither  of  us  bookkeepers  or  auditors,  it 
took  ti9  some  twenty- five  or  thirtj-  minutes  to  do  h,  and  if  wc  arc  appointed 
again  wc  «ha!I  refer  the  matter  to  President  Bonaparte, 
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With  these  desultory  and  entirely  inappropriate  remarks,  which  are  made 
because  we  do  not  want  to  be  entirely  ignored,  I  may  say  I  submit  this 
report  of  Dr.  Hart  well  and  myself,     (Applause) : 

Atlantic  Cit^',  N,  J.,  At>rU  ^ftk,  igo6. 
To  THE  Executive  Committee  Natiokal  Mukiopal  League. 

GentUmen:  The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  a  committee  to 
audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  League  for  the  year  ending 
April  1st,  igo6,  hereby  respectfully  report ; 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  books,  accounts  and  vouchers  presented 
to  us,  and  find  duly  accredited  and  receipted  vouchers  for  the  amounts 
claimed  as  having  been  paid  out  in  expenses. 

Also  that  the  additions  as  to  both  receipts  and  expenses  have  been  cor* 
rectly  made,  and  Uiat  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  April  i^, 
J  906,  was  the  sum  of  $275.13. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Edw.  B,  Sturces, 

Edward  M.  Habtweul. 


The  President-  Ladies  and  Gentlciii«i:  Having  heard  the  very  clear 
and  accurate  description  of  the  contents  of  this  report  (laughter)  of 
course,  you  are  now  fully  aware  of  the  next  question,  which  is.  What 
disposition  shall  be  made  of  it.  I  suppose  the  simplest  plan  would  be  to 
adopt  a  resolution  that  it  be  received  and  placed  on  file,  and  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  further  compensation  of  tlie  Auditing  Committee  be  referred 
to  the  President,  with  the  understanding  that  the  compensation  come  out 
of  his  own  pocket.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  De  Forest  \  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  before  this  annual  meet* 
ing  adjourns  that  we  have  one  little  act  of  recognition  to  consider.  I 
think  that  after  having  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  this  delightful  hotel  that 
we  should  officially  say  ** Thank  you"  as  gracefully  and  gratefully  as  we 
know  how*.     1  therefore  oflFer  the  following  resolution: 

"Resohed,    That   tlie   National    Municipal   League   hereby   extends   its 

hearty  and   sincere   thanks   to   Mr.   Henry  W.   Leeds» 

desolation  proprietor  of  the  Chalfonte,  and  to  his  colleagues,  for 

of  Tllonki.  the  cordial   welcome  and  hospitality  extended  to   the 

members  and  delegates  of  the  League, 

"The  Atlantic  City  meeting  of  the  League  will  long  be  remembered  for 
the  numerous  facilities  afforded  by  our  hosts  for  helpful  personal  inter- 
course  and  exchange  of  experiences  and  views ;  for  these  opportunities  the 
League  is  most  grateful." 

The  motion  prevailed  unanimously. 

The  PREsmENT:  The  Secretary  tells  me  that  he  has  just  one  more 
announcement  to  make. 

The  Seoietary:  Reference  has  been  made  at  several  sessions  of  the 
Conference  to  an  Advisory  Committee,  the  object  and  purpose  of  which  is 


Indicated  by  the  title.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  those  whose  names  appear 
on  this,  having  been  appointed  by  President  Bonaparte  some  time  ago,  have 
all*  with  erne  or  two  exceptioDS,  signified  their  consent  to  serve.  The  Ad- 
visory Committee  is  as  follows : 

Charles  S.  DeForest*  Chairman,  New  Haven;  I*aurencc  Minott  Bostofi; 
Fro£.  Henry  W,  Famam,  New  Haven;  Cot  Norris  G,  Osborn,  New 
Haven i  Clarence  H.  Kelsey,  New  York  City;  M.  N.  Baker,  New  York 
City;  S.  W.  Childs.  New  York  City;  Rt.  Rev,  Aleit.  Mackay-Smith,  D,  D., 
Philadelphia;  John  C,  Winston,  Philadelphia;  Thomas  Raeburn  White, 
Philadelphia;  Most  Rev.  R  J.  Ryan,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia;  Albert  E,  Tur- 
ner, Philadelphia ;  James  M.  Lamberton,  Harrisburg  ■  E.  B.  Sturges,  Scran- 
too;  J,  Gardner  Sanderson,  Scranton;  Rev*  Adolph  Rocder,  Orange; 
Famham  Yardley,  Orange;  Alden  Freeman,  East  Orange;  W.  F,  Kurtz, 
Wilmington;  Rt,  Rev.  Leightou  Coleman,  Wilmington;  Dr  Daniel  C, 
GUman,  Baltimore;  },  M.  Lawford*  Baltimore;  Hon.  L,  G.  Powers,  Wash- 
ington; Hon,  Joseph  Bryan,  Richmond;  F.  E.  Stevens,  Cleveland;  Francis 
B.  James,  Cincinnati;  A.  Julius  Freiberg,  Cincinnati;  Max  B.  May,  Cin- 
einnatt;  Harry  J.  Milligan,  Indianapolis;  Charles  C.  Brown,  Indianapolis; 
Dr,  Graham  Taylor,  Chicago;  Walter  L,  Fisher,  Chicago;  Rt.  Rev.  G,  F* 
Seymour.  Springfield,  111;  Dr.  Dclos  F.  Wilcox,  Detroit;  Joseph  McC 
Bell,  Milwaukee;  Ambrose  Tighc,  St.  Paul;  Stiles  P.  Jones,  Minneapolis; 
John  Crosby,  Minneapolis;  W.  S.  McCormick,  Duluth;  Hon.  John  Mac- 
Vicar,  Dcs  Moines;  Mayo  Fesler,  St.  Louis;  Isaac  H.  Lionbergcr,  St. 
Lottij;  Joseph  N.  Fining,  St,  Louis;  Harry  T.  Kent.  St.  Louis;  Henry  D, 
A&hley,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  L.  A.  Laughlin,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  Hon.  James 
M,  Head,  Nashville;  Hon.  J.  M.  Barrs,  Jacksonville;  George  R.  Brown, 
Link  Rock ;  Hon.  G.  W.  Brackenridge,  San  Antonio ;  Hon.  A.  W.  Terrell, 
Aastiii;  Lafon  Allen,  Louisville;  Percy  N.  Booth,  Louisville;  W.  S.  Pop- 
lileton,  Omaha;  Dr.  Victor  Roscwater,  Omaha;  Rt.  Rev,  Thomas  0*Gor* 
niaiV  Sioux  Falls;  Pres.  Garrett  Droppers,  Vermilion*  So.  Dak,;  William 
Scallon,  Butte;  Hon.  B,  B,  Llndsey.  Denver;  Hon.  Henry  B.  Henderson, 
Cheyenne;  Rev,  W.  G.  Eliot.  Jr.,  Portland.  Ore.;  Joseph  N.  Teal,  Port- 
land Ore.;  Fairfax  H.  Whcelan,  San  Francisco;  Charles  D.  Willard,  Los 
Angeles;  Erastns  Brainerd,  Seattle, 

The  PitE&iDEKT:  I  am  informed  by  the  Secretary  that  the  last  announce- 
ments require  no  action  by  the  League,  utdcss  it  should  seem  proper  to 
iOfnc  gentleman  to  present  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  those  very  in- 
Spproprille  selections  ought  now  to  be  affirmed. 

There  remains,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  but  one  tnore  piece  of  business 
to  be  adopted;  that  is  a  piece  of  business  which  is  always  in  order,  but 
whtch  might  be  said  to  be  always  a  necessary  evil,  and  that  is  a  motion 
for  adjournment,  1  remind  those  of  the  Lea^e  who  arc  on  the  Executive 
Cooaminee  that  they  are  to  meet  at  3  oVlock  in  the  afternoon  on  the 
libmiy  floor.    A  motion  to  adjourn  is  in  order. 

Oit  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  ttne  die. 
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In  accordance  with  the  authority  vested  in  the  editor,  the  following 
papers  presented  at  the  Atlantic  City  meeting,  but  not  read,  are  included 
in  the  Proceedings  as  a  part  of  the  record : 

"  Ballot  Reform  and  the  Massachusetts  Law,"  by  Richard  Henry  Dana. 

"The  Galveston  Plan,"  by  E.  R.  Cheeseborough. 

"  The  Assessment  of  Franchises  under  the  New  York  Law,"  by  Hon. 
James  G.  Cutler. 

"Juvenile  Civic  Activities,"  by  William  Chauncey  Langdon. 

"  Logansport's  Electric  Lighting  Plant,"  by  Philip  J.  Loftus. 

"Jacksonville's  Experience  with  Municipal  Ownership,"  by  Hon.  J.  ^L 
Barrs. 

"  Detroit's  Electric  Lighting  Plant,"  by  Frederick  F.  Ingram. 

"  Duluth'£  Water  and  Light  Plant,"  by  L.  M.  Case. 

"  Lincoln's  Municipal  Ownership  Experience,"  by  E.  E.  Bennett. 

For  further  reference  to  these  papers  see  the  Table  of  Contents. 
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Why  We  Have  Unsatisfactory 
Public  Servants  and  How  We 
Can  Get  Good  Ones. 

By  Hon.  CHARLES  J.  BONAPARTE,  Baltimore. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Premideut  of  the  N«tiao«l  Muclclpai  Leii|rue« 

Four  years  ago,  at  the  eighth  anniial  meeting  of  the  Leagiie, 
held  in  Boston,  I  read  a  paper  entitled,  *'  The  Movement  for 
Hcmest  Government."     In  this  paper  1  said : 

**  When  ....  we  speak  of  '  pure  politics/  we  mean  politics 
guided  and  controlled  by  sincere,  scrupulous  and  unselfish  men ; 
the  politics  of  any  community  can  be  *  purified  '  only  by  leading 
such  men  to  engage  in  them  and  driving  other  men  out  of  them ; 
and  each  of  us  aids  m  the  '  purifying '  process  when  he  tries  to 
render  a  political  career  attractive  to  our  best  citizens,  and  does 
wliat  he  can  to  make  the  worst  gain  a  hving  otherwise,  .,,,., 
The  expediency  of  inducing  the  right  sort  of  men  to  engage  in 
politics  is  no  less  generally  admitted  than  that  of  keeping  out  the 
wrong  sort,  but  there  is  often  much  confusion  of 
FoM  PoEtics.  ideas  regarding  the  way  to  bring  about  this  de- 
sired result.  ,.*,.,.  In  every  other  field  of 
labor  we  obtain  the  workmen  we  wish  by  making  their  work 
attractive  and  profitable;  in  politics  all  our  laws  and  customs 
seem  devised  to  make  the  occupation  distasteful  and  burdensome 
to  the  very  people  we  are  all  the  time  urging  to  take  part  in  it. 
For  a  long  time  it  was  thought  in  England  that  sailors  could  be 
obtained  for  ships  of  war  only  by  compulsion,  and  they  were  im- 
Jkressed  with  incidents  of  great  hardship  and  oppression  to  them- 
mjIvcs  and  great  inconvenience  and  danger  to  the  State:  after  a 
wliik  the  idea  arose  that  if  sailors  were  as  well  paid  and  as  well 
tnrated  on  men-of-war  as  on  merchant  ships  they  would  be 
wjually  ready  to  serve  on  the  former:  the  plan  was  tried  and  the 
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English  pressgang  became  a  unatter  of  history.  This  may  serve 
as  an  object-lesson  to  us:  beside  trying  to  drive  decent  people 
into  politics  through  a  sort  of  moral  pressgang  by  scolding  and 
bullying  and  hectoring  them  for  staying  out,  may  it  not  be  well 
to  try  to  remove  those  features  of  politics  which  make  the  career^ 
for  them,  unprofitable  and  uncongenial  ?" 

During  the  past  ten  months  I  have  been  led  by  my  surroundiiigs 
and  my  duties  to  consider  seriously  and  frequently  why  our  best 
men  so  often  shun  public  life^  and  especially  public  service,  and 
the  subject  appears  to  me  of  such  grave  and  urgent  import  to 
the  people  that  I  venture  to  ask  for  it  on  this  occasion  the  mature 
consideration  of  the  League, 

No  one  with  any  experience  in  the  dismal  labor  of  trying  to 
persuade  reputable  and  esteemed  men  to  become  candidates  for 
elective  offices  (and  I  suspect  that  such  experience  has  been  sadly 
general  among  those  most  active  in  the  League's 
work)  will  doubt  the  genuine  and  profottnd  re- 
luctance of  the  right  man  to  settle  himself  into 
the  right  place  in  this  field  of  his  duty  as  a  citizen ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  my  own  observation,  this  reluctance  usually,  although  not 
always,  increases  as  the  prospects  of  election  become  brighter: 
I  have  found  it  easier  to  induce  the  man  in  question  to  run  when 
he  knows  that  his  running  can  amount  only  to  a  protest  against 
abuses  and  scandals  or  a  help  to  other  candidates  than  when  there 
seems  to  be  some  fair  show  for  his  election.  Moreover,  since 
Fate  has,  now  here,  now  there,  and  more  and  more  frequently, 
imposed  on  old,  chronic  **  kickers,"  like  the  most  of  the  League's 
veterans,  the  problems  and  burdens  of  public  office,  tliose  thus 
punished  for  their  sins  find  that  perhaps  tlie  heaviest  of  tlie  latter, 
perhaps  the  most  knotty  of  the  former,  is  to  find  worthy  work- 
men for  the  people's  work  and  to  keep  them  at  such  work  when 
found. 

Why,  then,  do  really  first-class  men,  as  a  rule,  shun  public  em- 
ployment in  its  higher  grades,  and  too  often  oblige  their  city, 
state  or  nation  to  be  content  with  the  second-class,  if,  indeed,  even 
these  can  be  secured  and  our  public  trusts  are  not  abandoned  to 
the  clearly  unfit?  First,  because  public  offices  of  great  respon- 
sibility  are   generally   and   grossly  underpaid.      My   immediate 
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predecessor  in  the  one  I  hold  received  $8,000  per  annum;  he  now 
serves  a  great  corporation  and  receives  $80,000.  The  Attorney- 
General  also  has  $8,000  annually :  in  any  case  of 
Great  Respon-  sufficient  importance  for  him  to  try  it,  the  fees 
S  A  *d  ***  ^  ^^  counsel  opposed  to  him  will,  nine  times  out 
of  ten,  equal  or  exceed  his  entire  yearly  salary. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury'  is  compensated  with  the  like  liber* 
ality;  he  must  deal  with  and  contend  against  financiers  who  count 
that  day  lost  in  which  but  $S,ooo  has  been  added  to  their  wealth. 
I  give  instances  from  the  Federal  service  because,  for  the  moment, 
tliese  occur  more  readily  to  my  mind,  but  what  I  say  of  them  is 
no  less  clearly  true  of  substantially  all  public  offices  demanding 
high  moral  and  exceptional  intellectual  qualities  in  their  holders, 
or,  in  other  words,  of  all  offices  which,  if  tliey  are  to  be  well  filled, 
must  be  filled  by  first-class  men.  When  our  public  servants  are 
matched  against  the  servants  of  huge  coq>orations  or  individuals 
of  vast  wealth,  we  are  disgusted  and  alarmed  to  find  them  out- 
classed: a  very  little  thought  should  serve  to  show  that  the  trusts 
and  the  mukimillionaires  get  what  they  pay  for,  and  we  get  what 
wc  pay  for  likewise;  the  only  difference  is  that  they  are  suffi- 
ciently sensible  to  know  they  must  pay  out  what  they  want  in 
worth  in  order  to  get  it;  and  we  are  sufficiently  silly  to  think 
we  can  get  what  we  want  without  paying  its  fair  value,  or^  if  wc 
don*t  think  this,  to  act  as  if  we  did. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  why  we  should  be  thus  widely 
and  obstinately  blind  to  our  own  obvious' interest,  an  interest 
shown  by  facts  which,  as  the  French  say,  "  leap  into  one's  eyes/' 
The  American  people  cannot  be  justly  called  **  stingy;"  for  man- 
ual or  merely  routine  public  work  we  pay  as  liberally  as  any 
nation  m  the  world ;  at  all  events,  I  know  of  none  more  generous. 
Why  are  we  unable  or  unwilling  to  act  on  the  same  principles  of 
common  sense  when  we  deal  with  those  of  our  servants  who  are 
also  our  rulers?  I  believe  this  anomaly  to  be  the  resultant  of 
two  popular  prejudices  which  arise  from  diametrically  opposite, 
but  equally  erroneous,  views,  and  which,  curiously  enough  in  this 
instance,  lead  to  the  same  practical  conclusion. 

Of  these,  the  first  is  a  diluted  and  partially  sterilized  form  of 
&  virulent  and  deadly  social  and  political  poison;  naiiiely,  the 
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doctrine  that  all  men  of  right  ought  to  be,  and  should  therefore 
be  made  and  kept,  precisely  equal     This  doc- 
The  Frecue  j^j-ine  is  really  a  wholly  arbitrary  dognia,  a  ptire 

nf  Men  assumption,  justified  neither  by  reason  nor  by 

lii&tory^  and,  in  fact,  contradicted  by  the  daily 
experience  of  all  mankind ;  but  it  was  so  earnestly  and  so  widely 
preached  by  the  precursors  and  apostles  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, and  has  so  gravely  aflfected  legislation,  custom  and  public 
opinion  wherever  the  influence  of  the  Revolution  extends,  that  to 
question  its  truth  even  now  seems,  to  a  certain  class  of  thinkers 
and  teachers,  little  short  of  blasphemy.  In  its  original  and  salu- 
tary form,  as  it  found  echo  in  our  Declaration  of  Independence, 
the  cry  for  **  equality  "  was  coupled  with  one  for  **  liberty,"  and 
in  this  company  it  amounted  to  a  protest  against  arbitrary  and 
oppressive  privilegeSf  against  distinctions  justified  by  no  material 
difference,  to  a  demand  that  the  law  give  every  man  a  fair  field 
and  no  favor.  But  it  was  quickly  seen  that  to  make  men  more 
free  would  make  them  less  nearly  equal ;  tliat  the  fairer  their  start 
the  more  quickly  and  surely  some  would  come  to  the  front  and 
others  fall  behind;  that,  in  short,  if  *'  equality"  had  the  meaning 
which  leaders  in  Revolutionary  thought  more  and  more  inclined 
to  give  it,  *'  equality  "  was  inconsistent  with  **  liberty,*'  and  they 
must  choose  between  them;  they  recognized,  in  fact,  though  not 
in  words,  this  necessity  and  gave  up  liberty. 

Now,  when  the  Roman  jurisconsults  declared,  Omnes  homines 
natura  aequales  sunt,  they  asserted  this,  not  as  a  statement  of 
fact,  but  as  a  maxim  of  jurisprudence]  just  as  our  Courts  of 
Chancery  say  now :  **  Equity  considers  that  done  which  ought  to 
have  been  done;"  were  this  done  in  fact,  there  would  be  no  need 
for  Courts  of  Equity  or  for  courts  of  any  kind.  French  publi- 
cists and  politicians,  however,  accepted  this  old  maxim  of  Roman 
equity  as  substantially  an  article  of  religious  faith,  and,  since, 
understood  literally,  it  is  transparently  false,  for  men  are  by 
nature  notoriously  uncquai  in  strength,  courage,  energy,  foresight 
and  self* restraint,  and  as  from  these  inequalities  naturally  flow 
inequalities  in  their  wealth,  eminence  and  happiness,  the  more 
extreme  among  these  writers  were  led  to  declare  it  the  state's  duty 
to  redress  the  inequalities  of  nature;  an  idea  expressed  by  Louis 
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Blanc  when  he  said  that,  if  a  man  were  so  strong^  and  so  indus- 
trious that  ht;  could  and  would  do  as  much  work  as  four  others, 
sudi  a  man  should  be  held  a  public  enemy. 

If  we  constantly  repeat  to  ourselves  and  to  others,  in  thought 
no  less  than  in  word,  that  something  is  true  which  all  the  time  we 
know  is  not  true,  we  are  very  apt  to  develop  an  uneasy  belief 
that,  in  some  sense,  it  ought  to  be  true,  and  that,  in  some  measure, 
the  times  are  out  of  joint  because  it  isn*t.  Americans  half  con- 
sciously feel  that  to  recognize  fundamental  differences  of  value  in 
the  services  of  different  classes  of  their  public  servants  by  award- 
ing these  widely  different  rates  of  compensation  is,  in  some  sort, 
contrary  to  the  eternal  fitness  of  things  and,  in  so  far  as  tolerated 
at  all,  such  diversity  of  treatment  should  be  reduced  to  the  irre- 
ducible minimum.  That  the  head  of  a  department  should  get 
twict,  five  times,  even  ten  times  the  pay  of  an  $800  clerk  is  bad 
enough;  a  suggestion  that  he  be  paid  twenty-five  or  fifty  or  one 
hundred  times  as  much  is  too  harsh  a  shock  to  our  carefully  cul- 
tivated belief  in  the  essential  equity  of  equality.  We  act,  it  is 
itrue,  upon  a  totally  different  principle  in  our  private  business; 
everybody  knows  that  the  services  of  one  lawyer  or  one  surgeon 
or  one  artist  may  well  be  cheap  at  five  thousand 
dollars,  when  it  would  be  simple  folly  to  employ 
another  lawyer,  another  surgeon,  another  artist 
to  do  the  same  work  for  fifty.  But  we  know 
t:I^is,  and  act  on  the  knowledge,  because  in  our  private  business 
^^If-interest  fortifies  our  common  sense,  while  in  our  affairs  as 
tizens  we  obstinately  tell  ourselves  the  same  token  ought  to 
t>-^lance  the  scales  against  a  handful  of  lead  and  against  a  handful 
c»:tf^  feathers,  and  if  the  facts  contradict  our  sacrocanct  theories, 
tB-m<n,  as  the  French  savant  told  Franklin,  "  the  facts  ought  to  be 
3.  ^  liamed  of  themselves,"  and  we  should  treat  them  with  merited 
dLmsdain, 

The  second  popular  prejudice  to  w^hich  1  have  referred  is  the 

C^^vik  of  a  theory'  of  government,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  very 

a-^posite  of  that  underlying  the  first ;  although  singularly  enough 

***    the  present  case,  it  leads  to  the  same  conclusion.    According 

t^  this  school  of  thought,  but  one  question  need  be  asked  about  a 

*»ididate  for  political  office  or  an  aspirant  for  political  power, 
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namely,  "  Is  he  the  man  best  fitted  to  govern  in  the  public  inter- 
est?" In  this  view  it  is  quite  irrelevant  whether 
he  will  rule  as  the  people  may  wish  to  be  ruled? 
the  material  inqirir^^  is  whether  he  will  rule 
well,  the  underlying  assumption  of  the  theory  being  that  the 
strong,  brave  and  wise  have  a  "divine  right"  to  govern  the 
weak,  tiirdd  or  foolish  without  any  regard  to  the  relative  numbers 
of  the  two  classes.  An  attempt  to  apply  this  doctrine  to  the 
political  institutions  of  a  tlemocracy  leads  to  the  growth  of  cus- 
toms and  to  enactments  of  positive  law  which,  ahhough  often 
professedly  designed  for  other  purposes,  are  really  intended  to 
discourage  the  choice  by  the  people  of  unsuitable  rulers  by  attach- 
ing such  incidents  to  high  public  office  that  the  class  of  citizens 
it  is  deemed  wise  to  exclude  will  not  seek  or  cannot  hold  it. 

As  nearly  as  human  weakness  may  permit,  a  good  public  officer 
must  be  proof  against  temptation  by  money;  and  to  this  end  it 
were  well  that  he  be  rich,  for,  in  Franklin's  shrewd  words,  "  it 
is  hard  for  an  empty  bag  to  stand  upright/'  In  accordance  with 
the  theory  I  have  mentioned,  it  has  been  therefore  the  aim  of 
constitutional  legislation  in  many  states,  both  of  ancient  and  mod- 
ern times,  to  exclude  poor  men  from  public  office,  not,  indeed, 
avowedly,  but  by  making  the  conditions  of  public  service  intoler- 
able for  tbem.  Perhaps  the  most  striking  illustration  of  this 
policy  was  afforded  by  the  later  Roman  republic.  There  no  citi- 
zen was  eligible  for  one  of  the  higher  magistracies  unless  he  had 
held  previously  and  in  regular  succession  all  of  inferior  rank ;  all 
these  offices  were,  in  theory  at  least,  gratuitous,  and  in  one  of  the 
earlier  in  the  series  a  custom  of  long  standing  obliged  the  incum- 
bent to  incur  enormous  expense  by  furnishing  to  the  people  vast 
and  costly  entertainmeni^,  for  which  he  had  to  pay  out  of  his 
own  pocket.  On  the  same  principle,  in  England  the  national 
legislature  serves  without  pay:  when  w*orkingmen  wTre  first 
elected  to  Parliament  they  had  to  be  supported  by  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  their  fellow- workmen. 

The  theory  to  which  I  have  alluded  has  never  been  recognised 
as  sound,  either  ethically  or  politically,  by  the  American  people ; 
a  **  square  deal "  for  every  one,  rich  or  poor,  has  always  been 
demanded  by  our  national  conscience,  and  we  know  enough  his- 
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tory  to  distrust  the  safeguards  to  honesty  afforded  by  a  system 
which,  at  Rome,  left  room  for  perhaps  the  most 
gigantic  and  iniquitous  exhibition  of  "graft"  the 
world  has  known,  and  in  England  allowed  and 
aided  Walpole  and  his  methods  to  flourish.  But  here  again  we 
have  been,  more  or  less  consciously,  influenced  by  doctrines  we 
disbelieved,  and  we  sometimes  act  as  if  we  thought  a  man  whose 
only  capital  is  the  labor  of  his  brain  could  better  afford  to  serve 
ti5  for  less  than  nothing  than  could  a  man  whose  only  capital  is 
the  labor  of  his  hands.  I  say  '*  less  than  nothing  "  advisedly : 
there  are  to-day  positions  of  great  prominence,  at  least  in  our 
Federal  service,  for  which,  as  at  Rome,  a  property  qualiScation, 
unknown  to  the  law,  has  been  established  by  custom  and  poor 
pay,  since  only  a  man  of  independent  means  can  fill  one  of  them 
and  do  what  he  must  do  to  fill  it  acceptably. 

If  in  filling  our  places  of  highest  public  trust  we  so  often  find 
mediocrity  or  worse  where  the  best  were  none  too  good  for  the 
work,  let  us  ask  ourselves  candidly  before  we  complain  if,  in  truth, 
we  get  less  than  our  money's  worth?  Let  us  ask  if  it  be  just  or 
sensible  or  worthy  of  a  great,  free,  enlightened  nation,  with  the 
history  of  mankind  as  its  guide  and  mentor,  to  expect  first-class 
goods  at  second-class  prices?  And  if  to  this  question  we  an- 
swer, "  No/'  as  we  must  and  will  if  we  are  honest  to  ourselves 
and  not  afraid  to  think  the  truth,  then  let  us  own  frankly  that 
the  first  step  toward  the  needed  refonn  will  be  to  recognize  tlie 
laborer  as  worthy  of  his  hire,  be  that  hire  much  or  little,  to  see 
that  if  a  city  or  state  or  nation  would  get  and  keep  a  man  worth 
in  the  market  ten  or  twenty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  year, 
that  city,  state  or  nation  should  be  willing  to  pay  him  ten,  t%venty 
or  fifty  as  readily  as  when  it  needs  a  man  worth  one  or  two  or 
five  thousand  it  pays  him  one  or  two  or  five. 

The  problem  of  good  public  service  in  the  higher  grades  is 
not,  however,  a  question  of  salary  alone;  men  may  be  paid  for 
such  work  otherwise  than  with  money,  and  no 
The  Amerie&ii      matter  what  they  are  paid,  still  those  best  fitted 
for  it  will  not  do  it,  or  do  it  long,  unless  the 
conditions  of  their  work  allow  them  to  work  hap- 
pily and  with  self-respect.    The  American  people  as  a  would-be 
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Practical  Progress. 

By  CLINTON   ROGERS  WOODRUFF,  of  PbiUdelpbii 
Secretary  or  the  NatiaoAi:  Municipal  t«e«eue. 

In  the  light  of  the  events  of  the  past  year  Americans  can  no 

longer  be  justly  charged  with  indifference  to  municipal  problems 
and  their  solution.  Since  1894  it  has  been  my  duty  to  review  the 
municipal  events  of  the  preceding  year.  At  each  meeting  I  have 
been  able  to  report  some  advances,  some  encouraging  develop- 
ments ;  but  the  past  twelve  months  have  outstripped  all  otliers  in 
practical  progress.  Indeed,  they  represent  more  substantial 
achievements  than  all  the  preceding  years  together.  From  every 
quarter  comes  word  as  to  awakened  interest  and  patriotic  en- 
deavor. Heroism,  heretofore  largely  an  incident  of  military  ac- 
tivity, is  now  in  large  degree  manifested  in  civic  endeavor. 

Secretary  Root's  letter  to  Mayor  Weaver  of  Philadelphia,  writ- 
ten after  the  former  had  accepted  the  State  portfolio,  in  which  he 
denounced  the  criminal  combination  masquerad- 
ing under  the  Reptiblican  name  as  constituted  of 
traitors  alike  to  the  great  party  whose  name 
they  had  filched  and  to  the  interests  of  the  community;  the  ad- 
dress of  Secretarj^  Taft  in  the  Ohio  campaign  in  which  he  de- 
clared that  were  he  to  vote  in  Cincinnati  he  would  vote  against 
the  ticket  nominated  by  the  Republican  boss  there ;  the  independ- 
ent attitude  of  Secretary  Bonaparte  in  the  Maryland  campaign  j 
the  conspicuous  position  taken  by  former  Postmaster-General 
Smith  in  the  Philadelphia  revolution ;  the  eminent  public  services 
of  former  foreign  ministers  Wayne  MacVeagh  and  William  Pot- 
ter in  the  same  connection — all  have  tended  to  reinforce  the  con- 
tention so  long  maintained  and  insisted  upon  by  the  National 
Municipal  League  that  national  parties  and  national  questions 
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have    no   proper   connection    with   the   determination   of   local 
issues. 

The  longer  one  studies  the  returns  from  the  elections  held  on 
November  7,  1905,  the  more  one  is  forced  to  the  conviction  (as 
has  been  pointed  out  by  more  than  one  editor)  that  local  con- 
ditions were  in  the  main  the  determining  factor  in  them.  Seldom 
if  ever  **  have  national  poHcies  and  polities  been  so  little  in  evi- 
dcnce  in  the  press  and  platform  discussions,  and  of  so  little  weight 
in  arriving  at  a  choice  of  candidates," 

This  disregard  of  party  lines  in  local  elections  and  the  inde- 
pendent spirit  manifested  by  the  electors  in  their  choice  of  can- 
didates, constitute  the  most  significant  developments  of  the  past 
year  and  indicate  dearly  the  growth  of  public  sentiment  along 
these  lines. 

The  people*  as  never  before,  have  come  to  a  realization  of  their 
"  bailot  power."  It  did  seem  in  many  instances  as  if  they  were 
helpless;  they  certainly  were  in  many  places 
Billot Fow«f.  hopeless;  but  in  communities  like  Philadelphia 
and  Cincinnati  the  people  awakened  not  only  to 
their  responsibility,  but  to  their  power  to  effect  substantia!  and 
satisfactory  results. 

If  tliey  continue  alive  to  the  potency  of  their  ballot  power  and 
form  the  habit  of  persistently  applying  that  power  intelligently 
to  local  situations,  the  results  are  bound  to  be  far- reaching. 
There  must  be  no  loose  optimisra,  none  of  the  spirit  with  which 
Francois  declared :  *'  Courage,  my  friend,  the  devil  is  dead !"  be- 
cause such  an  attitude  will  lull  the  most  potent  force  to  sleep. 
The  devil  in  municipal  politics  is  not  dead,  but  more  alive  than 
ever,  because  his  supremacy  is  so  seriously  threatened.  Muni- 
cipal government  in  this  day  and  generation  is  no  child's  play,  no 
summer  day's  campaign.  It  is  a  serious  warfare — a  conflict  with 
fir-reaching  lines  and  involving  stakes  of  tremendous  value. 
One  who  enters  lightly  into  the  work  of  reforming  existing  con- 
ditions in  our  municipalities  has  no  easy  task  before  him.  He 
will  be  beset  on  every  side  by  temptations  and  discouragements; 
but  if  he  will  always  bear  in  mind  that  in  any  community,  at  any 
given  time,  the  people  are  more  powerful  than  any  combination 
of  corrupt  plotters  and  conspirators,  if  they  only  stand  together 
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employer  of  this  class  of  labor  approaches  a  highly  skilled  work- 
man of  wide  repute,  assured  at  all  times  of  steady  work  at  good 
wages,  and  says  to  him,  speaking  by  its  acts :  "  Come  and  work 
for  me;  if  you  come.  I  shall  probably  take  away  your  job  at  just 
about  the  time  you  have  learned  to  take  interest  in  it  and  to  do 
it  to  your  own  satisfaction.  Meantime  I  shall  let  others  of  my 
workmen,  whose  help  is  indispensable  to  your  work,  constantly 
hinder  it  and  embarrass  you  by  all  sorts  of  gratuitous  annoy- 
ances, not  necessarily  because  they  have  any  quarrel  with  you, 
but  often  as  incidents  to  squabbles  among  themselves  or  to  attain 
ends  of  their  own  with  which  you  have  no  concern,  I  shall  also 
pemriit,  indeed  I  shall  encourage,  some  of  your  fellow- workmen, 
and  outsiders  as  well,  to  frequently  and  publicly  censure  you  and 
your  worki  and  often  to  do  this  not  only  harshly  and  uncharitably, 
but  ignorantly  and  in  bad  faith,  without  knowing  what  you  have 
really  done  and  without  wishing  or  trying  to  know  this.  Often, 
moreover,  while  you  are  at  your  work-bench^  a  crowd  of  silly 
and  badly-behaved  urchins  will  hoot  and  make  faces  at  you  and 
draw  on  the  walls  nonsensical  pictures  intended  to  wound  your 
feelings  and  make  you  ridiculous,  and  I  shall  tolerate,  and  even 
applaud,  their  antics.  Finally,  if  you  shall  stay  with  me  far 
longer  than  do  most  of  my  workmen  and,  by  reason  of  this  long 
and  faithful  service,  can  no  longer  work  hard  or  find  work  readily 
when  I  have  done  with  you,  I  will  show  you  the  door  with  no 
mark  of  gratitude  for  the  past  and  no  provision  against  want  for 
the  future/'  Is  it  likely  that  a  private  employer  who  talked  thus 
and  whose  acts  squared  with  his  words  would  get  such  a  work- 
man ?  And  if  it  isn^t,  why  should  one  of  our  cities  or  one  of  our 
states  or  the  nation  hope  to  do  better?  It  is  the  obvious  dictate 
of  common  sense  that,  to  get  good  servants,  not  only  must  we 
give  them  fair  wages,  but  we  must  treat  them  as  decent,  reputable 
people  expect  to  be  treated,  must  help  them  to  work  cheerfully 
and  to  good  purpose. 

This  is  yet  more  clearly  shown  by  experience,  not  only  by  the 
experience  of  all  other  employers  of  labor,  but  by  the  experience 
of  our  government  itself.  There  are  two  classes  of  our  public 
servants  who  are  treated,  in  the  main,  as  all  servants  must  be 
treated  bv  a  master  who  would  be  well  served:    I  mean  our 
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officers  of  our  army  and  navy.     We  behave  to  a 
judge,  we  behave  to  a  military  or  naval  officer  as 
if  we  expected  to  find  him  a  man  of  honor;  and, 
in  no  small  measure  as  a  result  of  this  treatment, 
with  lamentable  but  comparatively  rare  excep- 
tions, we  do  find  him  a  man  of  honor.    We  safeguard  our  soldiers 
and  sailors  against  an  old  age  of  misery,  and  men  of  the  highest 
character  and  capacity  willingly  relinquish  the  hope  of  wealth  and 
the  independence  of  civil  life  to  thus  serve  us.    Although  as  yet  a 
like  provision  for  our  judges  is  scandalously  far  from  universal, 
and  although  their  salaries  amount  hardly  to  a  living  wage,  we 
yet  find  men  worthy  of  the  Bench  to  give  up  for  it  all  the  great 
possibilities  of  our  Bar.     Our  courts  and  our  army  and  navy  are 
indeed  far  from  perfect;  neither  is  our  treatment  of  those  who 
preside  in  the  former  or  who  command  the  latter  in  all  respects 
just  to  them  or  worthy  of  us ;  but^  speaking  broadly,  we  deal  with 
these  men  as  though  we  wished  the  best  men  for  our  service, 
and,  again  speaking  broadly,  w^e  obtain  for  our  service  the  best 
men  to  be  obtained  for  our  outlay;  indeed  it  were  safe  to  say 
far  better  men  than  tlie  like  salaries  command  elsewhere. 

Now  we  can  as  readily  get  good  civil  servants  as  we  can  get 
good  military  servants;  we  can  obtain  legislative  and  executive 
officers  of  as  high  grade  as  are  our  judicial  officers*  or  even  as 
these  ought  to  be;  but  to  gather  the  same  harvest  we  must  sow 
the  same  seed  and  use  the  same  husbandry.  Until  we  do  this^ — 
in  other  words,  until  we  have  the  sense  and  courage  to  see  things 
as  they  are  and  be  guided  by  this  sight — it  ill  becomes  us  to 

t murmur  when  we  reap  only  tares  and  cockle,  A  free  people  has 
always  as  good  a  government  as  it  deserves  r  if  its  rulers  are 
an  worthy,  it  has  shirked  the  duties  and  the  burdens  of  freemen. 


Practical  Progress. 

By  CLINTON  ROGERS  WOODRUFF,  of  PbiladelpbiA, 
Btcrvury  of  tbe  Kvtionat  Muaielpal  Ltengae. 

In  the  light  of  the  events  of  the  past  year  Americans  c 
longer  be  justly  charged  with  indiflfercnce  to  municipal  problems 
and  their  solution.  Since  1894  it  has  been  my  duty  to  review  the 
municipal  events  of  the  preceding  year.  At  each  meeting  I  have 
been  able  to  report  some  advances,  some  encouraging  develop- 
ments; but  the  past  twelve  months  have  outstripped  all  others  in 
practical  progress.  Indeed,  they  represent  more  substantial 
achievements  than  all  the  preceding  years  together.  From  every  M 
quarter  comes  word  as  to  awakened  interest  and  patriotic  en- 
deavor.  Heroism,  heretofore  largely  an  incident  of  military  ac- 
tivity, is  now  in  large  degree  manifested  in  civic  endeavor.  fl 

Secretary  Root's  letter  to  Mayor  Weaver  of  Philadelphia,  writ- 
ten  after  the  former  had  accepted  the  State  portfolio,  in  which  he 
denounced  the  criminal  combination  masquerad- 
ing under  the  Republican  name  as  constituted  of 
traitors  alike  to  the  great  party  whose  name 
they  had  filched  and  to  the  interests  of  the  community;  the  ad-fl 
dress  of  Secretary  Taft  in  the  Ohio  campaign  in  which  he  de- 
clared  that  were  he  to  vote  in  Cincinnati  he  would  vote  against 
the  ticket  nominated  by  the  Republican  boss  there ;  the  independ- 
ent attitude  of  Secretary  Bonaparte  in  the  Maryland  campaign; 
the  conspicuous  position  taken  by  former  Postmaster-General 
Smith  in  the  Philadelphia  revolution ;  the  eminent  public  services 
of  former  foreign  ministers  Wayne  MacVeagh  and  William  Pot- 
ter in  the  same  connection— all  have  tended  to  reinforce  the  con- 
tention so  long  maintained  and  insisted  upon  by  tile  National 
Municipal  League  that  national  parties  and  national  questions 
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Lve  no  proper  Gonnection  with  the  determination  of  local 
issues* 

The  longer  one  studies  the  returns  from  the  elections  held  on 
November  7,  1905,  the  more  one  is  forced  to  the  conviction  (as 
has  been  pointed  out  by  more  than  one  editor)  that  local  con- 
ditions were  in  the  main  the  determining  factor  in  them.  Seldom 
if  ever  '*  have  national  policies  and  politics  been  so  little  in  evi- 
dence in  the  press  and  platform  discussions,  and  of  so  little  weight 
in  arriving  at  a  choice  of  candidates." 

This  disregard  of  party  lines  in  local  elections  and  the  inde- 
pendent spirit  manifested  by  the  electors  in  their  choice  of  can- 
didates, constitute  the  most  significant  developments  of  the  past 
year  and  indicate  clearly  the  growth  of  public  sentiment  along 
these  lines. 

The  people,  as  never  before,  have  come  to  a  realization  of  their 
"ballot  power,"  It  did  seem  in  many  instances  as  if  they  were 
helpless;  they  certainly  were  in  many  places 
Ballot Fower.  hopeless;  but  in  communities  like  Philadelphia 
and  Cincinnati  the  people  awakened  not  only  to 
their  responsibility »  but  to  their  power  to  effect  substantial  and 
satisfactory  results. 

If  they  continue  alive  to  the  potency  of  their  ballot  power  and 
form  the  habit  of  persistently  applying  that  power  intelligently 
to  local  situations,  the  results  are  bound  to  be  far-reaching. 
There  must  be  no  loose  optimism,  none  of  the  spirit  with  which 
Francois  declared:  "Courage,  my  friend,  the  devil  is  dead!"  be- 
cause such  an  attitude  will  lull  the  most  potent  force  to  sleep. 
The  devil  in  municipal  politics  is  not  dead,  but  more  alive  than 
ever,  because  his  supremacy  is  so  seriously  threatened.  Muni- 
cipal  government  in  this  day  and  generation  is  no  child's  play,  no 
summer  day's  campaign.  It  is  a  serious  warfare — a  conflict  with 
far-reaching  lines  and  involving  stakes  of  tremendous  value. 
One  who  enters  lightly  into  the  work  of  reforming  existing  con- 
ditions in  our  municipalities  has  no  easy  task  before  him.  He 
will  be  beset  on  every  side  by  temptations  and  discouragements; 
but  if  he  will  always  bear  in  mind  that  in  any  community,  at  any 
given  time,  the  people  are  more  powerful  than  any  combination 
^m    ^^  corrupt  plotters  and  conspirators,  if  they  only  stand  together 
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and  work  harmoniously  and  persistently  for  a  given  end,  there 
need  he  no  tear  of  the  outcome. 

The  N'ew  York  and  Philadelphia  campaigns  in  November  occu- 
pied hy  far  the  larger  degree  of  public  attention  througfaoot  the 
country,  not  only  because  of  the  issues  involved,  but  because  of 
their  picturesque  elements.  The  candidacy  of  District- Attorney 
Jerome,  practically  on  his  own  motion  and  without  the  support 
of  any  organizerl  political  body  other  than  that  afforded  him  by 
the  Citizens*  Union,  which  had  no  other  candidate  in  the  field 
and  no  other  part  in  the  campaign,  is  unique  in  the  annals  of 
i\merican  Municipal  history. 

At  a  time  when  the  elections  seemed  to  be  a  foregone  condu- 
fiion  and  wh<^n  successful  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  bosses  of 
the  r;en-r>r.ratic  and  Republican  machines  seemed  to  be  hopeless. 
District- Attorney  Jerome,  who  had  been  denied 
C^miMim.  ^  nomination  alike  by  the  Democrats,  the  Re- 

publicans and  the  Municipal  Ownership  parties, 
rlef^^rmined  to  give  to  the  voters  of  New  York  County  an  oppor- 
tunity to  express  their  wishes  as  to  whether  or  not  he  should  be 
SLcr/fTfleA  another  term. 

ffc  frankly  declared:  "  I  desire  to  serve  another  term  as  dis- 
trict-attorney of  New  York  County.  I  have  served  in  this  office 
for  three  anrl  one-half  years  as  faithfully  as  I  knew  how.  I  be- 
lieve I  have  served  efficiently.  I  know  I  have  served  honestly, 
f  do  not  claim  that  I  have  not  made  mistakes.  A  man  can  insure 
his  intef^rity,  but  not  the  infallibility  of  his  judgment.  I  am  not 
now,  never  have  been,  a  member  of  any  political  organization, 
although  a  I^cmocrat  in  national  politics.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  i*isiics  which  divide  the  people  in  national  political  affairs 
have  no  real  application  to  the  questions  which  arise  in  state  or 
local  affairs.  It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the 
present  time  is  that  small  groups  of  men  have,  and  not  infre- 
quently a  single  man  has,  obtained  control  of  the  executive 
machinery  of  the  party  organization  and  nominating  conventions 

and  stand  between  the  public  servant  and  the  voters In 

the  exercise  of  their  power  such  men  and  groups  of  men  are 
wholly  selfish  and  almost  entirely  irresponsible,  and  not  infre- 
quently corrupt.     A  man  who  works  with  such  a  group  and  re- 
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ceives  favor  at  their  hands  comes  under  implicit  obligations  which 
cannot  honorably  be  disregarded.  He  cannot  take  office  by  their 
favor  and  still  be  free  to  deal  with  them  and  their  demands  as 
obedience  to  his  oath  of  ofifice  requires." 

The  campaign  which  ensued  was  spectacular  and  full  of  sur- 
prises. It  must  be  noted  in  all  fairness  that  while  the  re-election 
of  Mr.  Jerome  was  made  without  any  formal  party  endorsement, 
he  did  have  the  Citizens'  Union  back  of  him.  The  campaign  of 
Mr.  Hearst  on  the  Municipal  Ownership  ticket 
was  equally  spectacular,  and  in  spite  of  unpleas- 
ant stones  widely  circulated  and  generally  be- 
lieved,  the  enthusiasm  for  him  was  evidently  due  to  the  sincere 
and  earnest  belief  on  the  part  of  many  thousands  of  voters  that 
neither  of  the  old  national  parties  could  be  tnisted  to  protect  the 
city's  interests  in  the  face  of  the  inducements  offered  to  the 
leaders  of  those  parties  by  large  public  corporations.  The  pro- 
test voiced  by  the  vote  for  Mr.  Hearst  is  encouraging,  in  titat  it 
gives  assurance  of  the  honesty,  if  not  the  wisdom,  of  the  mass 
of  the  voters  of  the  city,  Mr,  Hearst  had  a  less  complete  organ* 
tzation  than  Mr.  Jerome  and  was  obliged  to  cover  the  entire  city 
of  Greater  New  York  instead  of  but  one  county. 

The  proceedings  on  election  day  were  most  discreditable,  ac- 
cording  to  the  testimony  of  competent  observers »  and  the  arrests 
and  convictions  secured  are  said  to  give  an  inadequate  idea  of  the 
amoimt  of  fraud  at  the  polls.  It  is  quite  generally  believed  that  if 
the  ballot-boxes  were  opened  it  would  disclose  that  Mn  Hearst 
was  elected.  We  have,  therefore,  the  remarkable  situation  of 
having  in  the  mayor's  chair  for  four  years  a  man  who  was  very 
far  from  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  and  whose  plural- 
ity on  the  face  of  the  reUinis  would  probably  not  stand  tlic  vcri- 
>%ttion  of  a  recount.  The  fact  that  the  people  of  Greater  New 
Yofk  have  quietly  acquiesced  in  this  paradoxical  result  speaks 
volumes  for  their  spirit  of  obedience  to  the  spirit  and  the  letter 
of  the  law. 

For  eleven  months  *  Philadelphia  has  been  the  scene  of  one  of 
the  must  spectacular,  far-reaching  and  significant  municipal  rcvo- 


•This  was  written  in  April,  1906. 
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lutions  witnessed  in  any  American  city.    After  years  of  misgov- 
ern ment  and  mtsnianagement  and  a   degree  of 
The  Pliila-  corruption    which   astounded   even   those   fairly 

■R    fll  tion  familiar  with  the  situation,  Mayor  Weaver,  who 

had  been  elected  on  tlie  Republican  ticket  with 
an  independent  endorsement,  not  only  broke  the  shackles  which 
had  held  him  to  the  Republican  organization,  but  inaugurated  a 
campaign  which  broke  up  the  organization.  The  immediate  cause 
of  his  break  was  the  introduction  of  an  ordinance  providing  for 
the  extension  of  the  existing  lease  of  the  gas  works  for  seventy- 
five  years  in  consideration  of  a  lump  payment  of  $25,000,000  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  present  lease  (which  had  about 
twenty-two  years  to  run)  would  yield  the  city  something  over 
$37,000^000  before  its  expiration.  Mayor  Weaver  inaugurated 
his  campaign  for  municipal  freedom  and  decenter  methods  by 
dismissing  his  recalcitrant  directors  of  public  works  and  public 
safety  and  appointing  in  their  place  two  tried  and  true  men  who 
were  loyal  to  the  city's  best  interests  and  to  Mayor  Weaver's 
effort  to  redeem  the  municipality.  ■ 

The  details  of  the  revolution  have  been  given  such  wide  public- 
ity that  1  shall  refer  only  to  the  more  significant. 

The  summary  removal  of  the  two  directors  resulted  in  their 
making  a  desperate  effort  to  retain  control  of  their  offices;  but 
the  attitude  of  Mayor  Weaver  and  his  counsel,  backed  up  as  it 
was  so  strongly  and  unanimously  by  the  people 
^  **      J  ®  of  the  city,  irrespective  of  party,  race  or  creed, 

was  such  that  they  very  shortly  retired  from  tlie 
contest.  The  mayor's  veto  of  the  gas  lease  was  sustained  ^  the 
appointment  of  Messrs.  Acker  and  Potter  confirmed;  certain 
ordinances  which  had  been  contemptously  passed  over  the  mayor's  ^ 
veto  to  show  the  "  Organisation's  "  contempt  of  him  and  their  f 
control  over  councils  were  repealed ;  and  then  a  series  of  admin- 
istrative  reforms  of  far-reaching  importance  and  significance  was 
in  augti  rated. 

Director  Potter  began  and  completed  the  purging  of  the  regis- 
tration lists  of  75,000  fraudulent  names.  The  work  on  the  filtra- 
tion plant  was  investigated  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  cor- 
ruption.   While  the  prosecutions  growing  out  of  this   investi- 
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gatkin  resulted  in  the  acquittal  of  the  defendants,  the  trials  dis- 
closed the  methods  that  had  been  pursued  in  defrauding  the 
city  of  vast  sums  of  money,  estimated  to  be  upwards  of  $5,000,- 
000,  Suits  in  equity  have  been  begun,  having  for  their  object 
the  recovery  of  these  sums  and  a  thorough  judicial  inquiry  into, 
and  investigation  of,  all  the  facts  of  the  case.  Because  of  a  con- 
flict of  opinion  between  the  mayor's  counsel  and  the  district- 
attorney,  the  criminal  prosecution  of  the  principals  in  the  firm 
having  the  construction  of  the  plant  in  charge  has  not  been 
undertaken,  although  the  public  is  convinced  of  their  guilty  com- 
plicity. 

For  the  first  time  in  many  years  the  police  of  the  city  and  the 
full  power  of  the  administration  were  exercised  in  behalf  of  a 
fair  election.  As  a  consequence,  when  the  campaign  of  Novem- 
ber was  closed  it  resulted  in  an  overwhelming  victory  for  the 
City  Party  ticket,  representing  the  administration  and  the  people. 
Following  this  campaign  another  was  inaugurated,  the  pros- 
pects concerning  which  were  by  no  means  bright.  There  was  a 
general  feeling  that  there  would  be  a  reaction;  various  disputes 
had  grown  up  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  had 
supported  the  administration ;  efforts  were  made 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  pubUc  from  the 
issues  involved;  and  there  was  a  general  feeling  that  the  results 
in  the  November  election  were  due  to  a  spasm  of  public  virtue. 
Moreover,  diere  was  no  contest  over  the  city  offices,  because  there 
were  only  two  candidates,  both  sure  of  election  of  the  law.  In 
many  wards  there  were  no  candidates  except  for  school  directors 
and  election  officers*  Notwithstanding  all  these  apparent  dis- 
couragements the  people  quietly  and  irrespective  of  the  conflict- 
ing claims  of  rival  leaders  went  to  the  polls  and  registered  an- 
other substantial  majority  in  favor  of  a  new  order  of  affairs. 
The  February,  1906,  election  is  generally  regarded  as  having  far 
more  significance  than  that  of  November  because  of  the  facts 
already  cited.  It  disclosed  how  deeply  the  movement  for  reform 
had  taken  hold  of  tlie  voters  and  how  completely  determined  they 
were  to  establi-sh  a  new  and  better  order  of  things. 

There  is  one  incident  of  the  Philadelphia  revolution  which 
niust  not  be  overlooked  and  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized. 
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Immediately  after  the  November  election  Governor  Penny  packer 
called  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  together  in  extraordinary 
session  to  consider  those  questions  which  they  had  neglected  to 
consider  at  the  regular  session  and  which  had  formed  so  large  a 
part  of  the  discussion  in  the  campaign.  Personal  registration, 
primary  reform,  state  treasury  reform,  reapportionment,  civil  ser- 
vice reform  and  the  corrupt  use  of  money  in  politics  were  in- 
cluded in  the  call.  When  the  session  met  in  January,  1906,  it 
proceeded  to  a  consideration  of  carefully  prepared  bills  designed 
to  give  body  to  the  governor's  recommendations.  When  the  ses- 
sion adjourned  on  February  15  it  had  passed  all  of  these  bills, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the  state  civil  service  refonn  measure, 
in  a  form  on  the  whole  satisfactory  to  those  who  for  many  years 
past  have  been  advocating  legislation  on  these  subjects.  If  the 
revolution  of  1905  had  had  no  other  outcome,  the  action  of  tlie 
special  session  of  the  legislature  would  have  distinctly  made  it 
worth  while  and  justified  all  the  energy  and  time  and  service 
expended,* 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  Febniary  election  was  the  choice 
of  forty  women  to  serve  on  the  school  board.  Heretofore  but 
very  few  have  been  able  to  secure  election ;  but  thanks  to  the 
dianged  attitude  of  the  voters,  at  was  felt  to  be 
Women  and  good  policy  to  place  on  the  tickets  capable 
women  to  look  after  tlie  welfare  of  the  children 
in  the  public  schools;  and  in  this  connection, 
testimony  must  be  borne  to  the  efficient  aid  given  to  the  inde- 
pendent forces,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  in  New  York,  by  the 
women  of  the  two  cities.  The  zeal  and  earnestness  contributed 
by  the  mothers,  wives  and  sw^eethearts  of  the  Weaver  and  Jerome 
stipporters  contributed  largely  not  only  to  arousing  enthusiasm, 
but  to  bringing  the  issue  home  directly  and  permanently  to  many 
an  indifferent  voter.  I  think  it  is  generally  conceded  that  the 
women  are  entitled  to  a  very  considerable  share  of  the  credit  for 
the  successful  outcome  in  these  two  cities. 
The  influence  of  the  November  election  in  Philadelphia  was 
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*For  further  details  of  some  important  features  in  the  Philadelphia  fight 
see  the  paper  of  Thomas  Raeburn  White  in  this  volume. 
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largely  felt  in  the  February  elections  in  other  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.    George  W.  Guthrie,  for  many  years  a  stalwart  worker  in 
the  ranks  of  municipal  reform,  was  elected  by  a 
ntUDQ]^.  substantial  majority  as  the  representative  of  the 

independent  forces  to  be  mayor  of  Pittsburg.  The  selection  of 
a  man  like  Mr.  Guthrie  is  a  matter  of  great  import,  not  only  to 
his  own  city,  but  to  the  cause  of  municipal  regeneration  through- 
out the  country.  Able,  fearless,  competent,  public-spirited,  with 
a  high  regard  for  the  opportunities  and  responsibilities  of  his 
position,  he  is  destined  to  give  to  the  city  of  Pittsburg  an  admin- 
istration which  will  be  an  example  for  other  communities  to 
follow. 

The  political  situation  in  Scranton,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  past 
year  has  been  somewhat  different  from  that  of  many  other  places. 
The  efforts  of  the  Municipal  League  of  Scranton  have  so  greatly 
changed  conditions  that  the  city  has  of  late  been 
singularly  free  from  the  various  "  fashionable  '* 
forms  of  municpal  corruption.  Since  the  eighteen  councdmen 
were  prosecuted  by  the  League  a  few  years  ago  boodling  in  the 
councils  and  other  public  l>odieSj  if  practiced  at  all,  has  been  ex- 
ceedingly rare,  and  limited  in  scope  and  most  carefully  concealed. 
Wherever  a  serpent  head  has  appeared  the  League  has  promptly 
hit  it,  and  several  officials  have  been  domiciled  for  a  considerable 
period  in  the  state  penitentiary. 

This  being  the  condition  of  affairs  it  did  not  seem  necessary  or 
wise  at  the  February  election  to  put  into  the  field  a  reform  ticket; 
but  those  who  had  been  most  active  in  the  Municipal  League 
work,  and  others  of  like  sentiments,  initiated  a  movement  that 
resulted  in  the  nomination  and  election  of  a  man  {].  Benjamin 
Dimmick)  who  promises  to  be,  to  quote  a  local  correspondent, 
"  bead  and  shoulders  above  any  mayor  or  recorder  that  the  city 
has  ever  had/'  The  only  criticism  that  has  been  offered  to 
Mayor  Dimmick's  election  is  that  he  is  a  Republican  mayor  with- 
out a  Republican  organization  behind  him,  and  that  he  is  attempt- 
ing to  operate  the  city  government  and  improve  existing  condi- 
tions with  untried  men  and  without  any  political  machine  to  back 
him. 
The  experiment  will  be  watched,  not  only  in  Scranton  but 


86 


PRACTICAL  PROGRESS 


throughout  the  State,  with  great  interest.     Mayor  Guthrie  ai 
Pittsburg  is  in  a  somewhat  similar  condition,  for  the  majonty 
in  both  branches  of  council  is  of  an  opposite  political  faith ;  but 
he  has  met  the  situation  with  his  usual  ability  and  perspicacity  ■ 
by  declaring  that  the  council  would  certainly  be  with  him  and  B 
support  his  measures  because  he  would  ask  nothing  but  that 
which  was  in  the  public's  interest ;  and  as  they  had  declared  that 
tlity  were  serving  in  the  public's  interest,  the  conclusion  w^as  irre-  ^ 
sistible  that  they  would  of  necessity  support  his  measures !  H 

The  re-election  of  Mayor  Cutler  in  Rochester  was  a  well* 
deserved  tribute  to  a  faithful  official  who  had  administered  his  ^ 

office  with  an  eye  single  to  the  best  interests  of  H 
f^**''liM?  ^^^  community  and  without  reference  to  political 

considerations.     Although  maintaining  friendly   _ 
relations  witli  the  Republican  organization,  he  was  in  no  sense  ■ 
an  organization  man,  and  his  re-election  was  a  triumph  of  de- 
cency and  independence,  although  Rochester  is  normally  a  Re-  _ 
publican  city.  H 

Buffalo,  in  national  politics  Republican,  elected  a  Democrat  to 
the  mayoralty  chair  because  of  his  known  fitness  for  tlie  office. 
The  majority  for  Mayor  Adam,  who  had  served  efficiently  in  the 

board  of  aldermen,  w^as  so  large  that  it  carried 

his  whole  party  ticket,  and  so  displaced  the  ex- 
isting Republican  regime.  Mayor  Adam  has  achieved  a  reputa- 
tion for  opposition  to  corruption  and  extravagance,  and  unques- 
tionably represents  the  desire  of  Buffalo  to  administer  its  munic- 
ipal affairs  without  regard  to  national  parties  or  politics.  At  the 
same  election  which  resulted  in  Mayor  Adam's  election,  the  city 
voted  in  favor  of  owning  and  operating  an  electric  lighting  and 
power  plant.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  election  was,  that  out 
of  a  total  vote  of  65,000  for  the  mayoralty  candidates  only  9^641 
votes  were  cast  on  the  last-mentioned  proposition:  7,691  being  in 
the  affirmative,  1,950  in  the  negative.  The  reasons  assigned  for 
the  small  ness  of  the  vote  was  the  absorbing  interest  in  the  M 
mayoralty  contest;  the  consequent  splitting  of  tickets;  the  ob-  ™ 
scure  position  of  the  question  on  the  voting  machines,  coming 
below  not  only  the  names  of  the  candidates  but  of  seven  consti- 
tutional amendments ;  and  the  limited  time  of  one  minute  in  which 
to  vote  the  whole. 
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In  New  Jersey  the  significant  events  of  the  past  year  were  the 
campaign  of  Everett  Colby  for  the  State  Senate  on  local  issues 
and  the  re-election  of  Mayor  Pagan  of  Jersey 
City.  Senator  Colby  made  his  fight  withm  the 
Republican  party;  and  at  a  direct  primary  over- 
whelmed the  forces  of  the  boss.  The  district  being  a  strongly 
Republican  one,  his  election  was  a  foregone  conclusion,  but  he 
received  a  record-breaking  majority  at  the  general  election. 

For  years  Jersey  City  has  been  normally  Democratic;  but 
Mayor  Fagan,  a  Republican,  has  been  three  times  chosen  to  the 
mayoraJty ;  and  he  owes  his  latest  re-election  to  his  independent 
action,  he  having  openly  defied  the  party  bosses  upon  both  sides, 
although  he  received  the  formal  nomination  of  the  Republican 
convention-  His  appeal,  made  directly  to  the  people,  was  based 
on  freedom  from  boss  mJe,  equal  taxation  of  railroad  companies 
with  that  of  real  estate  owners,  and  limited  franchises^!  being 
substantially  the  same  platform  as  that  upon  which  Senator  Colby 
had  won  out  at  the  Republican  primaries  in  his  district,  the  Jersey 
City  movement  being  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  Colby  move- 
ment in  Essex  County, 

Mayor  Pagan's  administration  has  been  popular,  and  the  people 
believe  hhii  to  be  sincere  in  his  efforts  to  secure  a  juster  system 
of  taxation  and  a  better  administration  generally.  While  there 
has  been  no  distinct  movement  in  favor  of  a  reorganization  of  the 
system  of  administration  as  would  be  likely  to  secure  permanently 
better  conditions,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  interest  in 
municipal  reform  is  gradually  spreading  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  city.  One  of  the  chief  indications  of  this  is  the  dis- 
posttton  to  vote  independently  of  party  organizations, 

A  determined  effort  is  being  made  in  Delaware  to  eliminate 
bribery  at  elections.  Public- spirited  citizens  of  that  State  are 
making  a  heroic  effort  to  eradicate  the  venal  marketing  of  votes 
through  the  organization  of  an  Auti- Bribery  League,  It  has  for 
its  object  tlie  general  prosecution  of  election  frauds,  the  amend- 
ment of  existing  laws  and  the  constitution,  to  wipe  out  provisions 
I  like  those  requiring  a  registration  fee  of  one  dollar  and  the  ap- 
^m  pointmcnt  of  "  voters*  assistants,"  which  make  bribery  easy  of 
^^  safe  and  successful  accomplishment.     Moreover,  the  governor 
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has  been  requested  by  resolution  not  to  appoint  "voters'  assist- 
ants "  at  the  next  or  any  future  election  in  the  State  nnless,  upon 
the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  judiciary%  he  shall  find  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  appoint  them.  The  league  is  well  officered,  and  will 
be  backed  by  ample  funds.  Its  plan  of  campaign  will  be  close 
investigation  and  vigorous  prosecution. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  Philadelphia  and  New  York  cam- 
paigns of  November  was  that  successfully  waged  against  Boss 
Cox  in  Cincinnati ;  indeed,  there  are  many  who  believe  that  the 
Cincinnati  victory  was  of  greater  importance,  in 
that  it  was  accomplished  without  any  of  the 
sensational  or  dramatic  features  that  character- 
ized those  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  The  people,  after  a  ■ 
direct  and  forceful  presentation  of  the  facts,  awoke  from  their 
apathy,  went  to  the  polls  and  defeated  tlie  machine's  candidates. 
The  fight  against  the  Republican  machine,  of  course,  was  greatly 
helped  by  Secretary  Taffs  Akron  speech  (already  referred  to)j 
in  which  he  announced  that  he  would  support  the  Republican 
state  ticket,  but  if  he  were  voting  in  Cincinnati  he  would  vote 
against  the  local  Republican  ticket.  The  success  of  the  oppo- 
sition to  Cox  and  his  candidates  was  largely  due  to  the  work  of 
the  local  reform  organization  known  as  the  Citizens*  Municipal 
Party  and  to  the  Honest  Elections  Committee.  The  detectives  of 
the  latter  disclosed  the  existence  of  a  widespread  conspiracy  to 
defraud  the  people  by  false  registration,  and  in  many  other  ways 
assisted  in  detecting  and  preventing  fraud  upon  the  ballot.*  m 

Credit  must  be  given  for  a  large  share  of  the  result  in  Cincin-  I 
nati  to  the  educational  work  done  by  the  "  Citizens'  Bulletin," 
carried  on  for  some  years  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  municipal  re- 
form by  Elliott  H.  Pendleton,  Esq.,  often  under  the  most  dis- 
couraging circumstances,  a  large  part  of  the  time  single-handed, 
and  with  little  or  no  encouragement  except  from  his  own  small 
group  of  friends  and  supporters.  The  results  indicate,  however, 
the  wisdom  of  unremitting  energy  and  endeavor  persistently  ap- 
plied.    Had  Mr.  Pendleton  and  his  band  of  fellow-workers  given 


*For  further  reference  to  the  Cincinnati  situation  see  the  paper  of  A. 
Julius  Freiberg  in  this  volume. 
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up  at  any  point  of  the  fight,  they  would  have  unquestionably 
postponed  the  day  of  reckoning  for  the  machine  for  many 
months,  possibly  years.  While  it  is  true  he  and  they  scarcely  ex- 
pected a  victory  so  soon,  that  in  no  way  lessens  the  important 
part  which  they  have  played  in  making  it  possible.  The  whole 
Cincinnati  experience  is  one  worthy  of  very  careful  study,  espec- 
ially by  those  who  are  now  working  in  other  communities  under 
what  appear  to  be  hopeless  and  discouraging  conditions. 

While  Cleveland  still  retains  its  character  as  a  Republican  city, 
Tom  L.  Johnson  has  been  elected  mayor  for  a  third  term.  This 
is  the  first  time  a  mayor  has  ever  been  elected  in  Qeveland 
for  three  terms,  and  his  majority  (i2,cxx))  is 
the  largest  ever  given  here  and  about  twice  the 
majority  secured  by  him  in  his  previotis  campaigns.  With  the 
mayor  were  elected  other  members  of  the  city  administration  in 
substantial  agreement  with  his  general  policies  of  administration 
and  with  his  views  in  regard  to  lower  cliarges  and  higher  taxes 
on  municipal  monopolies,  with  eventual  municipal  ownership. 

For  the  first  time  the  Municipal  Association  of  Qeveland  en- 
dorsed Mayor  Johnson.  Lincoln  Steflfens  had  described  him  as 
the  best  mayor  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Association  tn  a  for- 
mal bulletin  declared ;  "  The  Association  has  not  heretofore  sup- 
ported Mayor  Johnson  because  it  was  not  at  one  time  convinced 
of  llie  sincerity  of  his  expressed  purpose  to  give  Cleveland  a 
dean,  progressive  administration. 

"  His  administration  has,  however,  demonstrated  tlie  sincerity 
of  his  statements.  The  character  of  service  rendered  and  of  offi- 
cials responsible  for  this  service  have  been  placed  upon  a  higher 
,  plane  than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  our  city. 
AdmiiiiAtratiim  ^^^  administration  has  been  business-like,  free 
from  graft,  and  such  as  to  give  our  city  a  note- 
worthy position  when  compared  with  other  municipalities  in  this 
country.  The  political  organization  created  and  maintained  by 
him  must  be  judged  by  the  results  of  its  activity.  These  have  not 
been  graft  and  corruption,  but,  as  recognized  by  all  observing 
dikens,  the  placing  in  office  of  clean,  competent  and  honorable 
officials.  While  the  Association  does  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  in  any  way  committing  itself  to  Mr.  Johnson's  economic  views, 
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we  believe  that  his  administration  deserves  commendation  and 
we  recommend  him  for  re-election.*' 

This  declaration  of  the  Municipal  Association  represents  very 
generally  the  sentiment  of  observers  concerning  Mayor  Johnson. 
He  has  been  in  office  sufficiently  long  to  show  the  manner  of  man 
he  is  and  the  sincerity  of  his  views.  In  tlie  face  of  a  very  gen- 
eral doubt  upon  the  subject  he  has  convinced  friends  and  neutrals, 
and  quite  often  enemies^  of  his  entire  sincerity  and  of  his  am- 
bition to  give  the  people  of  Qeveland  an  honest  and  an  eiiident 
government ;  and  there  are  strong  indications  that  it  is  not  a  case 
of  spasmodic  reform,  but  that  tlie  advances  made  since  he  began 
his  work  represent  a  steady  growth  in  civic  righteousness.  It  is 
an  encouraging  feature  that  in  this  work  he  has  had  the  support 
of  the  voters  of  the  city  to  an  increasing  degree. 

Toledo  has  elected  another  non-partisan  mayor  in  the  person 
of  Brand  Whitlock.  and  has  given  him  what  it  failed  to  give  the 
late  Mayor  Jones — substantial  support  through  the  election  of 

sympathetic  candidates  to  the  local  council  As 
Toledo,  one  correspondent  has  described  the  situation : 

'*  The  local  spasms  for  reform  which  we  have 
had  in  the  past  were  of  a  different  quality  than  the  advance  all 
along  the  line  which  we  have  recently  had.  '  No  step  backward 
from  this '  has  become  a  deep  conviction  and  determination/* 

The  past  year  has  afforded  the  first  experience  of  Indiana  cities 
(outside  of  Indianapolis)  with  a  new  municipal  code,  introducing 
the  federal  plan.     This  change  has  been  marked  by  an  extraor- 

dinary  awakening  of  interest  in  municipal  affairs 
Indiana.  and  reform  throughout  the  State.     Communities 

wholly  given  over  to  the  lowest  forms  of  machine 
politics  and  corrupt  govenmient  have  developed  a  new  form  of 
public  opinion  in  the  belief  that  it  would  ftnd  an  effective  instni- 
ment  in  the  new  kind  of  government. 

Reform  clubs  have  been  organized  in  many  of  these  cities,  A 
notable  illustration  is  the  city  of  Terre  Haute,  long  given  over  to 
lawlessness  and  corruption.  The  partiailar  issue  was  law  en- 
forcement. The  mayor  was  shown  to  have  instructed  his  police 
board  to  permit  law  violations,  and  on  its  refusal,  to  have  removed 
the  board  from  office.     An  organization  of  business  men  was 
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orrned  and  eiriirient  coun^sel  exnployed  to  impeach  the  mayor.  The 
impeachment  provisions  were  new  for  every  city  but  Indianapolis. 
A  notable  trial  was  held  and  public  feeling  aroused  to  a  high 
pitch.  The  result  of  the  trial  was  that  the  requisite  two-thirds 
vote  for  the  removal  of  the  mayor  fell  short  by  one  vote.  Such 
a  close  call  has  not  only  affected  this  particular  mayor,  but  awak- 
ened a  general  interest  in  civic  affairs. 

Another  subject  which  has  aroused  public  interest  has  been  the 
misuse  of  public  funds  by  officers  charged  with  their  collection 
or  custody.  Officials  have  been  accustomed  to  lend  or  otherwise 
use  public  funds,  appropriating  the  interest  or  earnings  to  them- 
selves. Governor  Hanly  has  astonished  his  partisan  friends  by 
showing  the  spirit  of  a  zealous  reformer.  He  appealed  to  pnblic 
opinion  throughout  the  State  to  abolish  this  abuse,  and  set  the 
pace  by  investigating  the  accounts  of  state  officers.  In  a  short 
time  he  forced  the  auditor  of  state  and  the  secretary  of  state  to 
resign  their  offices;  the  former,  an  mBuential  politician,  was  in- 
dicted for  embezzlement  and  has  been  found  guilty.  The  result 
is  that  city  and  county  affairs  are  everywhere  being  investigated, 
%vith  prospects  that  the  movement  will  crystallize  in  some  per- 
manent reform.  In  Indianapolis  the  reformers  were  defeated  at 
the  polls  in  the  election  of  mayor,  but  their  defeat  was  not  dis- 
heartening, the  normal  Republican  majority  of  12,000  being  cut 
down  to  Bomt  1,500,  On  the  whole,  as  one  observer  puts  it,  "it 
has  been  a  good  year  for  reform  in  Indiana." 

Chicago  continues  to  attract  a  large  share  of  public  attention. 
Its  municipal  experiences  have  been  varied  and  ilkuninating.  It 
is  difficult  to  form  a  positive  conclusion  as  to  the  meaning  of 
many  of  the  things  that  have  been  done  there. 
Chicago.  1  doubt  if  I  can  do  better,  in  a  review  such  as 

this f  than  to  quote  two  interesting  and  significant 

tiers  recently  received;  one  from  a  supporter  of  Mayor  EHmne, 
interpreting  the  recent  events  in  the  light  of  that  sympathy ;  the 
other  from  an  opponent  of  Mayor  Dunne,  because  he  represents 
die  principle  of  municipal  ownership  of  public  service  utilities. 

To  quote  first  from  Mayor  Dunne's  supporter: 

"  We  arc  in  the  heat  of  a  fight  which  strikes  through  the  super- 
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ficial  layers  of  raunidpal  good  goveniment  sentiment  and  touches 
those  deeper  questions  that  are  full  of  sensitive  nerves  of  tre- 
mendous voltage — pocket  nerves,  political  nerves,  church  nerves, 
society  nerves^  etc.  The  good  government  forces  are  conse- 
quently divided  and  working  at  cross  purjx>ses.  This  makes  any* 
thing  of  importance  I  may  tell  you,  of  doubtful  advantage  for 
your  use  in  an  official  report  to  the  National  Municipal  League. 
It  is  open  a!so  to  criticism  as  comitig  from  a  partisan,  to  which 
my  only  reply  is  that  the  other  f ellow^s  another  ( whoever  he  may 
be),  his  view  of  the  matter  being  open  to  the  same  criticism. 

The  kernel  of  municipal  politics  in  Chicago,  as  I  see  it,  is  the 
question  of  municipal  ownership,  with  especial  reference  to  street- 
car service.      This   is  the  kernel   question   not 
Dimne'i  alone  because  as  matter  of  political  theory  the 

AdmmistratloiL    farming  out  of  public  functions,  such  as  street 
monopolies,  produces  most  of  the  more  super- 
ficial evils  of  city  government*  such  as  job-grafting;  it  is  the 
kernel  question  also  as  a  political  fact. 

Since  the  first  referendum  vote  on  tliis  question,  taken  in  1904, 
with  the  result  of  revealing  120,744  voters  for,  and  only  50,893 
against  immediate  steps  for  mnnicipal  ownership,  this  has  been 
the  dominant  local  issue.  From  that  time  until  the  election  of 
Mayor  Dunne  a  year  ago,  many  efforts  were  made  to  side-track 
the  issue  in  the  interest  of  public  service  corporations,  but  they 
were  of  trifling  magnitude  in  comparison  with  what  has  been 
done  since. 

Mayor  Dunne  came  into  office  to  face  one  of  the  most  exas- 
perating strikes  in  the  history  of  the  city.  As  it  was  a  teamsters' 
strike,  all  the  streets  of  the  city,  from  tlie  Loop  to  the  Limits, 
were  possible  battle-grounds.  This  strike  began  less  than  a  week 
before  his  inauguration.  All  the  circumstances  indicate  that  it 
was  precipitated  for  his  express  benefit  as  one  method  of  distract- 
ing public  sentiment.  By  this  I  do  not  mean  that 
The  Strike  there  was  any  formal  conspiracy.     What  I  mean 

of  1905.  is   tliat   certain    labor    conditions — a    moribund 

strike;  a  politico-labor  gang  with  ramifications 
in  labor  organizations,  business  organizations  and  political  rings 
— were  taken  advantage  of  to  throw  the  cit>^  into  confusion.  The 
strike  itself  was,  doubtless,  on  the  whole  as  genuine  as  it  was 
foolish  on  both  sides;  but  the  influences  that  started  and  fre- 
quently renewed  it  were  neither  genuine  nor  fooUsh,  Several 
times  the  persons  in  conflict  were  on  the  point  of  settlement; 
but  each  time  mysterious  influences  stirred  them  up  to  further 
fighting. 

When  diis  diversion  had  finally  worn  itself  out,  and  Dunne's 


I 
4 


I 


labor  following  had  been  duly  prejudiced  against  him  for  his 
malnienance  of  order,  and  the  business  men  had  been  strengthened 
in  their  hostility  by  his  refusal  to  call  for  troops,  he  got  down  to 
the  work  for  which  he  had  been  elected — immediate  proceedings 
to  establish  a  mimic i pal  street-car  system.  To  pool  tlie  differ- 
ences he  proposed  and  presented  to  the  Council  carefully  drawn 
plans  for  a  trustee  corporation.  This  corporation  was  to  receive 
a  franchise,  proceed  at  once  to  construct  and  operate  (under  con* 
trol  of  the  Council),  to  maintain  a  sinking  fund,  and  to  turn  over 
to  the  city  upon  demand  in  consideration  of  actual  reimbursement 
with  interest  (the  sinking  fund  to  be  part  of  the  reimbursing 
fund).  Instead  of  fairly  considering  this  plan,  the  good  govern- 
ment press  and  leaders,  so*cal!ed,  either  remained  silent  or  en- 
gaged actively  in  prejudicing  Mayor  Dunne's  municipal  owner- 
ship following  by  pretenses  that  his  plan — the  "  contract  plan,** 
so-called — ^was  not  a  municipal  ownership  plan  but  w^as  a  corpora- 
tion franchise  plan.  In  the  resulting  confusion  the  aldermen, 
who  had  all  along  favored  a  compromise  extension  of  franchises, 
and  who  were  in  a  majority  on  the  appropriate  Council  Com- 
mittee, prevented  any  consideration  of  Mayor  Dunne's  plan,  and 
turned  the  committee  over  to  the  lawyers  for  the  traction  com- 
panies, asking  them  what  they  wanted  and  compromising  upon 
what  they  demanded.  When  the  committee  had  "  framed  up '' 
an  ordinance  which  the  companies  indicated  their  willingness  to 
accept,  Walter  L.  Fisher,  Victor  F.  Lawson,  George  C.  Sikes, 
George  E.  Hooker  and  some  others  protested,  and  threw  the 
traction  side  into  confusion.  At  this  point  the 
Tlie  Street  proposed  ordinance  went  into  the  Council,  and 

Railway  hke  a  bolt  from  a  clear  sky  the  Council,  which 

Problenu  for  four  months  had  **  rebuked  Dunne  '*  with 

every  vote,  suddenly  came  over  to  him.  They 
tabled  the  committee's  one-sided  compromise^  and  adopted  an 
ordinance  which  the  mayor  had  proposed  when  he  found  he  could 
get  no  action  on  his  **  contract  plan."  Until  then  this  ordinance, 
loo»  had  been  ignored.  But  now  the  "  gray  wolves,"  who  had 
steadily  voted  against  Dtinne^  astonished  both  him  and  most  of 
the  opiK>sition  by  coming  over.  The  suspicion  is  that  they  wanted 
H  boodle  from  the  traction  interests,  that  the  traction  interests  would 
^H  not  give  raw  boodle  lest  they  should  scare  off  their  *'  good  gov- 
^H  cmment "  supporters,  and  that  the  gray  wolves  therefore  con- 
^H  eluded  to  be  right  for  nothing  rather  than  to  continue  to  be  wrong 
W  for  nothing.     Some  of  the  influences  which  had  been  devoted  to 

I  baffling  Mayor  Dunne  now  urged  hini  to  refuse  to  accept  his  ad- 

I         vantage  at  the  hands  of  the  *'  gray  wolves,"    They  had  not  ob- 
I         jected  before  to  his  being  *'  rebuked  "  by  the  "  gray  wolves,"  nor 
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have  they  since  objected  to  the  increase  of  saloon  licenses  by  the 
"  gray  wolf  "  vote. 

The  mayor's  ordinances  which  were  adopted  at  the  revolution 
in  the  Council  were  for  ownership  and  operation  of  the  traction 
system.  One  pro\nd€s  under  the  Mueller  Law  for  the  issue  of 
Hen  certificates  to  the  amount  of  $75,000,000  to  be  expended  from 
time  to  time  in  purchase  or  construction  of  lines,  or  both.  The 
other,  also  under  the  Mueller  Law,  provides  for  operation.  Both 
are  to  go  to  referendum  at  the  municipal  election  on  the  3d  of 
April,  The  former  requires  at  the  referendum  a  majority  vote, 
the  other  three*fifths. 

At  the  same  election  one-half  the  City  Council  is  to  be  elected, 
and  the  lines  are  drawn  on  the  municipal  ownership  issue,  a  ^luni- 
cipal  Ownership  Advisory  Committee  having  taken  a  hand  at  the 
primaries,  where  they  were  successful  to  a  high  degree,  and  now 
throvigh  petition,  to  recommend  a  trustworthy  candidate  to  each 
constituency. 

But  here  again  confusing  issues  have  been  introduced,  A  great 
agitation  for  the  suppression  of  crime  was  started  immediately 
after  the  adoption  of  Mayor  Dunne's  municipal  ownership  and 
operation  ordinance  by  the  Council,  although 
Confmiug  there  is  no  more  crime  than  heretofore  when  it 

leeueB.  excited  no  agitation.     An  atiti-vice  crusade  has 

also  sprung  up,  although  the  city  is  freer  from 
gambling  and  other  disorderly  houses  than  ever.  Also  on  the 
heels  of  Mayor  Dunne's  victory  in  the  Council  a  high-license 
saloon  contest  (the  necessity  for  which  was  just  discovered)  was 
started  with  a  cyclonic  roar,  with  the  effect  of  thrusting  into  the 
municipal  campaign  an  issue  that  would  plunge  the  churches  and 
the  Germans  into  a  fight-  By  these  diversions  it  has  been  made 
possible  to  set  the  Germans  against  a  municipal  ownership  can- 
didate who  favors  high  license,  and  the  church  people  against  a 
municipal  ownership  candidate  who  opposes  high  license.  How 
successful  these  tactics  will  prove  you  may  learn  on  the  4th  of 
April.  That  they  are  corporation  tactics,  however,  is  evident 
from  unmistakable  thumb-marks. 

The  foregoing  was  written  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  tJie 
United  States  had  handed  down  its  now  famous  decision  in  the 
Til    w*    Hr  Kinety-nine  Years  Act  case.    The  following  was 

iLine  Years  Act     ^^'''^t^^^^  ^"^^^  that  and  in  consequence  of  it: 

'*  The  local  situation  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  immensely 
changed  by  the  Supreme  Court's  decision.  Without  going  into 
detail,  I  will  simply  say  that  it  has  knocked  the  herriqg  trails  into 
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a  cocked  hat — and  herring  trails  don't  make  very  good  cocked 
hats.     The  dominant  issue  is  clearly  now  the  traction  issue. 

**  What  is  better  than  anything  else,  tlie  decision  has  probably 
torn  down  the  veil  between  the  municipal  ownership  people,  who 
want  municipal  ownership  and  not  the  mere  issue  for  a  political 
football  and  who  are  really  all-around  good  government  people 
(this  includes  the  mayor),  and  the  all-around  i^ood  government 
peoplCf  who  also  want  municipal  ownership.  1  need  not  enlarge 
on  this.  You  will  see  the  situation  in  this  respect  without  ex- 
planation." 

The  view  of  Mayor  Dunne's  opponent  is  concisely  set  forth  in 
the  following  letter: 

**  The  Chicag^o  municipal  situation  cannot  be  said  to  have  im- 
proved in  the  past  year.  Just  now  an  ordinance  increasing  the 
saloon  licenses  from  $500  to  $1,000  has  passed,  after  a  whole- 
some upheaval  of  sentiment  due  to  the  very  poor 
Dtiime'  An  Op-  efficiency  of  our  police  department,  and  a  con- 
poncDt t  Viewi.  sequent  apparent  reign  of  crime.  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  crime  has  so  greatly  increased,  but  some 
tragic  instances  have  caught  the  popular  interest  and  conscience 
and  awakened  t!ie  people.  The  new  license  revenue  will  be  used 
to  largely  strengthen  the  police  force,  adding  some  1,100  or  1,200 
men  almost  directly.  The  fact  remains  that  the  most  serious 
trouble  with  the  police  department  has  not  been  in  its  numbers, 
but  in  its  inefficiency  and  in  the  lack  of  morale.  The  same  lack  of 
efficiency  and  morale  marks  every  department  of  the  city  govern- 
ment. For  almost  ten  years  noxv  the  traction  question  has  been 
used  for  political  purposes,  and  made  to  occupy  the  whole  stage 
to  the  exchision  of  alt  other  issues,  questions  and  reforms. 
W^itliin  the  last  year  this  traction  issue  has  been  used  to  bring 
about  further  municipal  ownership  in  a  city  whose  government 
hasn't  practical  ability  enough  to  pave  a  street  properly,  or  to  per- 
form any  other  business  function  of  whatever  degree  or  unim- 
portance. Politics  is  poisoning  the  whole  of  the  administrative 
side  of  our  government  All,  therefore,  that  we  can  show  in 
recent  years  is  an  improvement,  a  decided  im- 
ImproT«meiit  provemcnt,  in  the  personal  integrity  of  a  major- 
in  Fersoaal  ity  of  the  Common  Qjuncil,  brought  about 
Intff^ty.  through  the  aid  of  the  Municipal  Voters'  League, 
which,  with  all  of  ils  good  work,  is  largely 
chargeable  at  the  same  time  for  the  traction  situation.  The 
motives  of  the  Municipal  Voters'  League  cannot  be  questioned,  of 
course,  but  it  has  nevertheless  kept  the  traction  issue  to  the  front. 
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and  kept  it  undetermined,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  improvement  of 
the  Council  in  ever}'  other  respect  except  that  of  personal  re- 
spectability. The  municipal  courts  will  come  in  with  next  year, 
and  by  doing  away  with  the  police  courts  and  the  present  justice 
courts  will  introduce  unquestionably  a  very  important  reform. 
The  new  Charter  Convention  is  at  work  tr>'ing  to  formulate  some 
further  improvements  in  our  city  charter  and  in  our  governmental 
institutions.  All  these  things  are  in  the  future.  Meanwhile  we 
are  about  as  poorly  governed,  so  far  as  administration  is  con- 
cerned, as  we  ever  were  at  any  period  of  our  city  existence;  and 
there  is  as  much  petty  graft  and  low  tone  in  our  city  administra- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  personal  integrity  of  the  mayor  and  of 
some  of  his  cabinet,  as  there  ever  was.  We  have  elected  a  mayor 
who  ought  to  have  remained  a  judge, 

I  hope  some  of  your  other  correspondents  here  will  be  able  to 
give  you  a  more  flattering  opinion  of  our  city*s  progress  in  the 
past  year. 

As  1  have  always  held,  there  will  be  no  real  change  of  heart  in 
our  city  government  until  politics  are  eradicated,  and  that  pro- 
cess is  not  going  forward.  Our  people  are  merely  not  alive  to 
their  situation.  Whenever  they  awake  to  it,  we  will  show  you 
something  in  city  reform  that  Is  worth  while.  At  present  reform 
movements  merely  scratch  the  ground— at  their  best.  There  is 
no  largeness  or  completeness  in  them.  The  people  must  be  waked 
up  to  the  underlying  *'  politics  "  and  made  sick  of  the  very  sight 
of  politics.  And  as  to  further  municipal  ownership,  at  present,  it 
would  only  produce  more  degeneracy." 

Edward  F.  Dunne  was  elected  a  year  ago  on  the  issue  of  im- 
mediate municipal  ownership.  He  has  had  a  rather  stormy  time, 
being  a  man  of  sincere  motives  but  not  of  very  good  administra- 
tive ability,  and  many  of  his  appointments  have  been  severely 
criticized.  He  has  managed,  however,  to  work  out  a  municipal 
ownership  plan  which  was  recently  passed  by  council  and  on 
April  3d  last  submitted  to  the  voters.  The  ordinance  providing 
for  the  issuance  of  $75,000,000  in  Mueller  Law  certificates  for 
the  purchase  of  the  street  railways  was  adopted  by  about  3,000 
majority.  At  the  same  election  a  vote  w^as  also  taken  on  the 
question  of  the  operation  of  the  street  railways.  Under  the 
Mueller  Law  no  city  can  operate  tliem  unless  the  question  is  voted 
on  separately  and  approved  by  three-fifths  of  those  voting.  This 
proposition,  although  receiving  a  majority  of  10,000,  failed  to 
receive  the  requisite  three-fifths  vote.    The  city  is  therefore  in  a 


position  where  it  may  acquire  and  own  street  railways  but  can- 
not operate  them. 

After  many  years  of  agitation  Chicago  has  at  last  got  some  re- 
duction  in  the  price  of  gas.  The  legislature  at  its  last  session 
authorised  the  city  council  to  regulate  the  price, 
PrictofGas.  which  has  recently  been  reduced  from  $i  to  85 
cents  per  thousand  feet.  While  the  reduction 
was  not  sufficiently  large  to  satisfy  many  elements  in  the  com* 
munitVp  it  is  generally  considered  as  establishing  a  useful  pre- 
cedent. 

The  results  of  the  election  on  April  3d,  so  far  as  aldermen  were 
concerned,  was  very  satisfactory  to  the  Municipal  V'oters"  League. 
In  most  instances  the  men  recommended  by  it»  as  possessed  of  the 
highest  order  of  character  and  ability,  were  elected. 

The  country  at  large  is  under  deep  obligation  to  Chicago  for 
iU  municipal  experiments  and  experiences.  It  is  working  out  on 
a  large  scale  the  question  of  municipal  democracy  and  of  funda- 
mental principles  in  a  way  to  prove  most  illuminating  and  help- 
ful to  other  communities.  The  success  of  its 
Vdt       L  Municipal  Voters*  League  has  had  a  far^reach* 

ing  effect;  its  contest  with  the  street  railway 
corporations  and  its  effort  to  settle  that  problem  are  being  fol- 
lowed with  extreme  care  and  breathless  interest  by  municipal  ob- 
servers eve rj' where.  Its  fight  for  a  high  license  and  its  gas  con- 
test are  likewise  the  subject  of  thoughtful  consideration. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  giving  careful  attention  to  another 
iiiiportant  problem,  a  Charter  Convention  having  been  recently 
called  to  consider,  prepare  and  submit  to  the  voters  a  new  charter 
for  the  city  in  harmony  with  the  modern  needs  of  the  city.  What 
the  outcome  of  the  convention  will  be  it  is  impossible  to  foretell, 
but  It  is  likely  to  be  an  important  and  suggestive  contribution  to 
the  subject.  In  short,  Chicago  is  justifying  the  designation  al- 
ready  given  to  it  in  tliese  reviews  of  being  a  municipal  laboratory 
wherein  arc  being  worked  out  many  municipal  experiments  of 
deep  and  abiding  interest. 

In  Michigan  the  niost  important  event  of  the  past  year  has 
been  the  vote  on  the  proposition  to  bold  a  constitutional  conven- 
tion.    Although  the  official  figures  have  not  yet  been  announced^ 
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it  is  evident  that  the  proposition  was  carried  by  a  large  majority 
on  a  rather  light  vote  at  the  election  on  April 
MicMgoiL  ^^-     The  legislature  at  its  session  of  1907  will 

have  to  make  provision  for  the  election  of  the 
delegates  and  the  Iiolding  of  the  convention.  The  Detroit  Muni- 
cipal League  will  make  an  active  campaign  in  favor  of  a  non- 
partisan convention,  insisting  that  candidates  in  each  district  be 
nominated  by  petition  and  their  names  placed  on  the  ballot  with- 
out any  official  party  designations. 

There  is  likely  to  be  considerable  struggle  for  the  control  of 
the  convention  by  corporation  interests.  The  progressive  ele- 
ments are  mainly  bent  upon  securing  mimicipal  home  rule  and 
the  initiative  and  referendum.  There  is  also  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
content with  the  present  system  of  taxation,  and  the  proposed 
constitutional  reforms  fall  into  two  classes;  first,  local  option  in 
taxation;  second,  the  elimination  of  the  uniformity  clause  and 
other  provisions  which  prevent  the  separation  of  state  and  local 
revenues.  The  railroads  are  likely  to  tr^'-  to  overthrow  the  con- 
stitutional amendment  secured  several  years  ago  by  the  late  Gov- 
ernor Pingree  providing  for  the  assessment  of  railroad  property 
by  a  state  board  and  its  taxation  at  the  same  average  rate  as  is 
applied  to  other  property  in  the  state  as  assessed  by  local 
assessors. 

The  election  at  Grand  Rapids  was  one  of  very  considerable  in- 
terest. Mayor  Sweet,  who  two  years  ago  was  elected  as  a  Demo- 
crat, was  not  renominated  by  his  partj",  but  by 
Grand  Hapidii.  a  mass  meeting  as  an  independent  candidate. 
The  Republican  candidate  was  elected,  although 
his  vote  was  2,211  less  than  a  majority;  but  as  the  opposition 
was  divided,  he  was  elected  by  a  large  plurality,  Mayor  Sweet 
standing  second  in  the  poll.  The  general  feeling  in  the  city  seems 
to  be  that  the  successful  candidate  has  been  put  on  his  mettle 
and  will  give  the  city  a  good  administration  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  is  being  advertised  far  and  wide  as  a  wide-open  town. 

The  faith  in  the  principle  of  non-partisanship  in  local  affairs  is 
by  no  means  shaken  by  Mayor  Sweet's  defeat.  He  carried  the 
two  wards  representing  the  most  intelligent  and  aggressive  part 
of  the  community.    The  old  party  fences  were  completely  demol- 
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bhed;  an  appeal  was  made  by  the  Republican  candidate  to  class 
feeling,  and  he  received  more  votes  in  the  wards  which  had  been 
regarded  as  Democratic  strongholds  than  the  Democratic  and 
non-partisan  candidates  combined.  There  was  some  feeling 
against  Mayor  Sweet  because  he  did  not  try  to  get  his  party 
nomination.  It  is  quite  likely  that  he  could  have  had  it,  and  hav- 
ing it  could  have  been  elected ;  but  he  did  not  care  to  be  re- 
elected with  the  feeling  that  he  was  under  obligation  to  any  party 
organization.  The  notable  feature  of  the  campaign  was  the 
friendliness  which  existed  between  the  Democratic  and  Repub- 
lican candidates.  They  were  bitter  in  their  attacks  upon  Mayor 
Sweet,  and  their  friends  pulled  together  harmoniously.  The 
Democratic  candidate  has  since  been  appointed  to  office  by  the 
Republican  mayor. 

After  four  successive  elctions.  Mayor  Rose  of  Milwaukee  has 
gone  down  to  defeat.  His  repeated  successes  tended  to  create  a 
feeling  that  he  was  impregnable;  but  Milwaukee  has  felt  the 
effect  of  the  reform  movement,  and  at  the  April 
Hilwaukee.  election  chose  Alderman  Becker,  a  young  man 

of  vigorous  personality  and  public  spirit.  An 
interesting  feature  of  this  campaign  was  the  praise  which  Mayor 
Rose,  a  Democrat,  bestowed  upon  the  Republican  boss.  Alder- 
man Becker,  although  the  Republican  candidate,  had  won  his 
nomination  without  the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  Repub- 
lican managers,  who  were  generally  believed  to  be  interested  in 
Mayor  Rofie.  Here  again  we  have  an  illustration  similar  to  that 
which  the  Grand  Rapids  election  furnishes,  where  the  leaders  of 
the  party  machines  are  more  friendly  to  each  other  tlian  they  are 
to  those  who  represent  the  true  interests  of  the  city. 

The  Milwaukee  election  was  significant  and  encouraging  in 
other  directions.  A  considerable  number  of  very  good  men  were 
elected  to  council.  The  Republican  candidate  for  mayor  was 
elected;  and  tlie  city  treasurer,  a  Democrat,  received  a  large 
majority  from  the  same  body  of  voters.  This  tendency  to  split 
the  ticket  appeared  on  all  sides.  In  one  ward,  for  instance, 
twa  able  aldennen  were  elected:  one  a  Democrat*  the  other  a 
Republican:  and  the  former  has  alreatly  announced  that  he  tUd 
not  proj>ose  to  be  a  party  man  in  this  service.     The  re  co  mm  en  da- 
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Mayor  Jonei 
of  Mmneapolit. 


tions  of  the  Municipal  Voters*  League  of  Milwaukee  were  very 

generally  regarded, 

Minneapolis  has  been  a  center  of  interest  Last  autuirm 
Mayor  Jones  decided  to  close  the  saloons  in  MinneapoHs  on 
Sunday*  The  order  was  issued  on  October  31 
and  went  into  effect  on  the  following  Sunday. 
Since  that  time  it  has  been  strictly  enforced  and 
obeyed  by  the  saloon-keepers  without  much  show  of  resistance. 
Two  or  three  cases  of  violation  were  discovered,  but  the  oflFen- 
ders  were  speedily  satisfied  that  the  best  tiling  for  them  to  do 
was  to  obey  the  order. 

Prior  to  the  issuance  of  his  order  Mayor  Jones  made  a  careful 
study  of  conditions  in  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  and 
other  cities  where  the  saloons  are  closed  on  Sunday,  and  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  to  dose  them  as  the  result  of  his  own  personal 
investigation.  There  had  been  some  crusading  done  by  local 
organizations  and  there  had  been  some  spasmodic  prosecutions 
for  keeping  open  on  Sunday,  but  that  effort  had  little  if  anything 
to  do  with  the  Mayor's  action. 

Mayor  Jones,  like  Mayor  Guthrie  of  Pittsburg,  is  a  fine  type 
of  public  official  He  is  a  conscientious  Oiristian  gentleman  of 
excellent  ability,  with  considerable  experience  in  municipal  affairs, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  city  council  for  six  years  and  presi- 
dent of  that  body  immediately  prior  to  his  election  to  be  mayor. 
As  president  of  the  council  it  was  also  his  duty  four  years  ago  to 
assume  the  office  of  mayor  and  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  the 
notorious  Ames  when  he  was  driven  from  power  by  the  police 
investigation  which  made  Minneapolis  famous  and  for  a  time  in- 
famous. The  question  before  the  city  now  is  whether  Mayor 
Jones  can  be  re-elected.  It  is  expected  he  will  be  a  candidate  to 
succeed  himself,  as  there  is  no  one  else  to  represent  the  issue  that 
he  has  raised;  and  the  fight  will  be  on  that  issue.  Sentiment  on 
the  Sunday-closing  question  has  changed  materially  in  Minne- 
apolis  during  the  past  few  years.  One  correspondent  says :  **  I 
do  not  think  the  city  would  have  supported  the  Sunday-closing 
order  at  any  previous  time.  The  so-called  business  sentiment 
was  not  favorable.  I  think  it  is  now,  and  I  expect  to  see  Mr. 
Jones  re-elected." 
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One  interesting  fact  bearir^g  itpon  the  promist  of  his  slu:ee«is  is 
the  attitude  of  the  labor  organizations.  It  has  been  most  fri^ncUy. 
Indeed,  he  has  received  more  frank  endorsement  from  the  ^^bor 
organizations  than  from  the  business  organizations,  although  thf 
Commercial  Club  (a  social  and  commercial  body)  and  the  Minrif- 
apolis  Club  (a  purely  social  organization)  have  closed  their 
buffets  on  Sunday  in  harmony  with  the  mayor's  act. 

Mayor  Jones'  administration  has  also  been  notable  for  the 
new  standard  of  executive  performance  which  he  has  maintained. 
During  the  first  year  of  his  administration  he 
Few  Standards  reorganized  the  police  department  on  a  non- 
Ferfornmnle  partisan,  voluntary  civil  service  basis,  and  vastly 
improved  both  its  personnel  and  its  discipline^ 
The  requirements  for  appointment  to  the  force  are — ^good 
mora!  character,  sound  physical  condition,  as  shown  by  a  thor- 
ough examination  by  the  health  officer,  with  the  usual  height  and 
weight  requirements.  Political  considerations  have  been  sub- 
ordinated in  making  selections  for  the  force,  although,  other 
qualifications  being  equal,  these  are  not  wholly  ignored.  Graft- 
ing, however  J  in  any  degree  is  punishable  by  dismissal  from 
the  force,  while  drinking  on  duty  and  brutality  or  any  other  seri- 
ous infraction  of  the  regulations  is  summarily  punished ;  and  thus 
far  no  amount  of  pull  has  been  able  to  interefere  with  the  pun- 
ishment. 

One  thing  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  police  author- 
ities, and  tliat  is  that  it  is  possible  to  divorce  completely  the  de- 
parUnent  from  any  alliance,  open  or  covert,  with  the  criminal  or 
vidous   classes.      The  old4ime   theory  that  a  certain    class  of 
^crooks  had  to  he  protected  to  make  possible  effective  work  by 
ktectives  has  been  thoroughly  demolished  by  the  work  of  the 
police  department  in  the  past  year.     The  most  encouraging  fea- 
Uire  of  the  Minneapolis  situation,  however,  is  that  the  present 
idications  are  that  it  is  not  a  case  of  spasmodic  reform,  but  that 
the  advances  made  under  Mayor  Jones  undoubtedly  represent  a 
steady  growth  in  civic  righteousness.      In  short,  the  verdict  in 
Minneapolis  is  the  same  as  in  Cleveland  and,  fortunately,  in  many 
other  communities  where  capable  public  officials  have  persisted 
in  their  policy  of  well-doing  and  have  been  backed  up  by  a  dc- 
f  doping  public  sentiment. 
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^>iiJncapoHs'  sister  city  of  St.  Paul,  after  many  years  of  leth- 
ar^j*is  experiencing  a  civic  awakening.     Thus  far  the  work  has 

been  mainly  in  the  line  of  organization  for  future 

'St^Paul.  activity.     The  significant  thing  is,  that  the  work 

>^'  has  been  undertaken  by  men  of  public  spirit  and 

^•civic  courage.     All  who  are  acting  seem  to  be  generally  interested 

and  mean  business.     Whether  they  will  be  able  to  accomplish  all 

^hat  they  hope  within  the  time  they  have  set  is  doubtful,  but  that 

they  are  making  the  effort  is  hopeful. 

The  situation  in  St,  Louis  continues  to  be  fairly  encouraging. 
While  there  has  been  no  decided  progress  in  municipal  affairs 

during  the  past  year,  the  city  continues  to  enjoy 
St  Louia.  the  services  of  an  honest  mayor  and  an  honest 

council.  The  revenues  of  the  city  have  been 
greatly  increased,  the  streets  are  kept  clean,  and  intelligent  efforts 
are  being  made  to  solve  in  the  interests  of  the  people  the  many 
and  perplexing  problems  which  confront  the  ofiiciaU  of  every  city. 
Governor  Folk  has  given  better  boards  for  the  local  control  of 
the  police,  excise  and  election ;  and  excellent  work  is  being  done 
by  them,  but  there  is  still  considerable  feeling  on  the  part  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  community  that  these  boards  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  and  not  subject  to  the  dictation 
of  some  future  governor  who  may  or  may  not  be  interested  in 
*  ^curing  good  government. 

The  April  election  in  Kansas  City  resulted  in  a  great  victory 
for  the  good  government  forces,  the  choice  of  Henry  M.  Beards- 
ley  to  the  mayoralty  being  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  events  of 

the  yean  Mr,  Beardsley  is  not  only  a  lawyer 
Kansas  City,         of  high  personal  character,  but  he  has  had  long 

experience  in  dealing  vvtth  municipal  question s, 
having  been  a  member  of  the  upper  branch  of  the  council  for  six 
years,  and  during  the  last  two  years  having  served  as  president 
of  the  board  of  public  works.  In  this  latter  position  he  had 
charge  of  the  rehabilitation  of  the  water  plant,  as  well  as  other 
public  improvements,  involving  the  expenditure  of  many  millions 
of  dollars.  Some  idea  of  Mr,  Beardsley *s  public  spirit  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  he  accepted  the  nomination  to  the 
office  much  against  his  personal  wishes  and  inclinations  and  the 
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demands  of  his  private  practice^  and  that  during  his  campaign  he 
had  charge  of  a  canvass  for  raising  $500,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  Y,  M.  C  A.  huilding. 

Kansas  City  has  also  benefited  by  Governor  Folk's  interest  in 
good  government,  the  governor  himself  personally  supervising 
the  administration  of  the  police  and  election  laws  on  election  day. 
Police  intereference  and  fraudulent  voting,  heretofore  character- 
istics of  the  local  elections,  were  eliminated,  and  the  governor's 
instructions  for  a  rigid  observance  of  the  law  were  conscien- 
tiously carried  out,  and  the  city  had  the  fairest  election  in  its 
histoiy. 

The  results  in  other  directions  were  equally  satisfactory',  the 
voters  exercising  a  large  degree  of  independence  and  very  gener- 
ally abiding  by  the  endorsements  of  the  Civic  League, 

Louisville  continues  to  furnish  "a  horrible  example,"  although 
tlie  public-spirited  citizens  who  are  actively  engaged  in  devising 
ways  and  means  for  the  relief  of  the  city  deny  that  ''  Louisville 
is  hopelessly  and  helplessly  corrupt,"  though 
IfOdsrille.  frankly  admitting  that  there  has  been  great  polit- 

ical corruption— tliat  for  years  the  city  has  not 
had  an  honest  election,  and  that  that  held  on  November  7th  was 
as  bad  as  any  election  held  anywhere  w^here  there  has  been  great 
corruption.  It  is  confidently  asserted  that  the  records  will  show 
that  rvery  crime  against  the  ballot  that  could  be  committed  was 
committed  during  the  two  days  of  registration  and  on  the  day  of 
election. 

Those  who  repudiate  the  declaration  that  Louisville  is  hope- 
lessly corrupt  base  their  belief  upon  the  following  facts:  Nor- 
inally  Louisville  is  a  Democratic  city.  For  years  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  a  Republican  organization,  though  there  were  many 
Republicans.  Republicans  and  independent  voters  increased  with 
time  and  occasionally  they  carried  on  an  election,  although  the 
results  were  not  such  as  to  inspire  sufficient  confidence  to  justify 
a  continuance.  The  consequence  has  been  the  building  up  of  a 
strong  pohtical  machine  within  the  Democratic  party.  This 
machine,  as  elsewhere,  has  become  a  close  corporation,  with  rota- 
tion in  office,  but  a  rotation  of  practically  the  same  persons.  Like 
so  many  Southern  cities,  Louisville  has,  in  the  main,  shared  the 
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belief  that  it  was  necessary  to  maintain  party  loyalty,  and  the 
politicians  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  confirm  that  belief. 
Ten  years  ag<3,  when  a  Good  City  Government  Qub  was  organ- 
ized, there  were  few  independent  voters ;  since  then  their  number 
has  largely  increased.  The  doctrine  that  partisan  politics  had  no 
place  in  the  municipal  election,  never  anywhere  of  rapid  growth, 
gained  slo%vly  in  favor,  and  the  last  election  showed  the  advances 
which  it  had  made. 

After  the  election  of  1903,  which  had  also  been  marked  by 
great  frauds,  a  few  public-spirited  citizens  met  to  discuss  the 
situation.  An  effort  was  made  to  raise  $15,000  to  prosecute  the 
more  flagrant  cases.  Those  having  the  matter  in  charge  were 
compelled  to  report  that  they  were  unable  to  raise  any  sum  of 
consequence.  Preceding  the  November,  1905  election,  however, 
interest  had  been  so  awakened  and  had  so  far  developed  that  a 
vigorous  City  Qub  was  organized,  and  ejiough  enthusiasm  evinced 
to  encourage  the  belief  that  something  could  be  done,  and  $10,000 
was  raised  in  a  very  few  minutes  after  the  November  election  to 
provide  the  costs  for  the  contest  which  was  determined  upon. 
For  many  months  some  of  the  best  lawyers  of  the  city  and  many 
of  the  younger  members  of  the  bar  have  been  doing  splendid 
work  in  taking  depositions  and  collecting  evidence  to  be  used  in 
the  trial  Before  it  is  completed  it  will  probably  be  the  most 
stupendous  task  of  the  kind  ever  undertaken  in  Louisville  or,  for 
that  matter,  in  the  South.  In  addition,  numerous  prosecutions 
were  brought  to  punish  those  responsible  for  the  frauds;  but  it 
will  be  weeks  before  the  cases  can  be  decided. 

These  facts  are  cited  in  justice  to  those  who  have  been  work- 
ing long  and  earnestly  in  Louisville  to  bring  about  a  change  in 
affairs.  Where  people  proceed  in  such  a  practical  manner  it  can- 
not be  said  that  their  condition  is  hopeless  or  helpless.  There  is 
a  steady  growth  of  municipal  reform  sentiment  in  Louisville, 
and  the  list  of  those  desiring  honest  elections  and  clean  politics 
is  growing  day  by  day,  and  the  recruits  are  coming  from  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  commimity.  The  young  men  are  interested  as 
never  before.  The  hope  of  a  people  lies  in  its  honest,  incorrup- 
tible, intelligent  youth.  The  outcome  of  the  contest  may  be  dis- 
appointment, but  the  spirit  of  determination  being  manifested  by 


those  constituting  the  present  movement  indicates  that  this  dis- 
appointment will  be  but  temporary  and  that  Lottisville  will  join 
with  her  sister  American  commimities  in  throwing  oflf  the  shackles 
of  corruption  and  of  partisanship  and  enter  upon  a  career  of 
public* spirited  municipal  development. 

The  municipal  elections  of  Iowa,  as  in  former  years,  represent 
the  steady  growth  of  local  independence.     The  elections  of  the 
past  month  were  without  particular  national  political  significance, 
the  local  issues  in  the  majority  of  the  cities  and 
Iowa.  towns  having  been  the  determining  factors.     Re- 

publican cities  elected  Democratic  officials,  and 
Democratic  cities,  Republican  officials;  and  in  a  number  of  com- 
munities the  citizens'  or  independent  tickets  prevailed.  Muni- 
cipal ownership  was  the  leading  question  in  many  communities, 
some  deciding  in  favor  of  municipal  ownership  and  operation, 
others  against  the  policy.  At  Des  Moines,  where  a  number  of 
propositions  were  submitted  to  the  voters  on  this  question,  all 
were  carried  by  a  large  majority.  In  Iowa  City  the  question  of 
Sunday  observance  was  the  issue  involved,  and  the  candidate 
representing  ivhat  were  called  "  Christian  Endeavor  principles  ** 
was  elected.  In  Burlington  the  conservative  candidate,  who  re- 
ceived the  support  of  the  churches  and  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society,  received  more  votes  than  his  two  opponents  together. 
At  Webster  City,  where  all  public  utilities  are  now  owned  by  the 
city,  aldermen  favoring  the  granting  of  a  franchise  to  a  private 
coroporation  were  successful ;  whereas  in  Creston  a  franchise  for 
the  old  light  company  was  defeated,  The  issue  in  Clinton  was 
a  moral  one.  In  Decorah  the  election  turned  on  the  granting  of 
a  franchise;  at  Waterloo  the  municipal  ownership  candidate  for 
_  mayor  was  elected,  hut  the  municipal  ownership  proposition  was 

^H     defeated  by  32  votes. 

^H  In  the  Colorado  elections  of  this  spring  local  issues  were,  in 
^B  most  instances,  the  determining  factor,  the  municipal  ownership 
W  and   rental  questions  being  the  principal  ones 

I  Oolorftdo*  about  which  the  battles  were  waged.     Tn  ten  com- 

I  munities  municipal  ownership  candidates  were 

I  suooessful.     Glenwood  Springs  voted  against  municipal  owner- 

I  ship;  Grenada  re-elected  Its  Republican  mayor  for  the  fifth  time, 
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and  Littleton  its  Democratic  mayor  for  the  sixth  time.  In  two 
communities  the  anti-saloon  element  prevailed,  and  their  candi- 
dates on  the  good  government  ticket  were  elected.  In  a  number 
of  cities  there  was  only  one  ticket  in  the  field.  These  facts  arc 
recited  not  so  much  for  their  intrinsic  value  as  to  indicate  the 
extent  to  which  the  Colorado  municipalities  have  freed  themselves 
from  partisan  considerations  in  determining  purely  local  qties- 
tions. 

Denver  has  been  troubled  throughout  her  entire  history  with 
the  stuffing  of  the  ballot-boxes  to  an  enormous  extent.  Com- 
petent observers  who  have  studied  the  situation »  both  in  Denver 
and  elsewhere,  express  the  opinion  that  there  is 
Denver.  no  place  in  this  country,  of  its  size,  in  which  it 

is  practiced  to  the  same  extent.  One  corres- 
pondent writes  that  he  was  told  that  several  of  the  Denver  ballot- 
box  stuflFers  made  more  than  one  trip  to  Philadelphia  to  keep 
up-to-date  along  this  line,  and  that,  in  true  Western  fashion,  they 
went  into  the  matter  more  enthusiastically  than  their  teachers. 

The  League  for  Honest  Elections  was  formed  about  three 
years  ago  to  grapple  with  this  situation.  It  enlisted  scores  of 
volunteer  citizens,  who  watched  tlie  polls  and  reported  on  the 
fraudulent  methods  used.  The  restilts  obtained  were  startling. 
In  one  precinct,  consisting  of  three  business  blocks  down-town, 
there  were  719  registered  voters  and  726  ballots  deposited,  which 
were  afterwards  shown  to  be  largely  written  by  three  persons. 
The  vote  stood  717  to  9,  giving  a  larger  majority  for  the  vicious 
candidate>s  than  was  given  in  sixty-six  densely  populated  residence 
precincts  for  the  decent  candidates.  The  League  endeavored  un- 
successfully to  have  these  cases  prosecuted.  Every  possible  dila- 
tory method  was  resorted  to.  The  local  courts,  wiUa  one  or  two 
exceptions,  afforded  very  little  help.  Finally,  the  Supreme  Court 
took  a  hand/  at  the  instigation  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  sent  a 
few  of  the  thieves  to  jail ;  but  they  were  afterwards  pardoned. 
During  the  agitation  following  the  publication  of  these  facts,  the 
district-attorney  came  up  for  renomi nation  and  the  League  suc- 
ceeded in  defeating  him,  only  to  elect  an  opponent  who  has  proven 
himself  equally  dilatory  in  the  prosecution  of  cases. 

A  Voters'  League  had  been  formed  to  apply  in  an  aggressive 
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way  the  principles  of  the  Municipal  Voters*  Leagiae  of  Chicago. 
This  organization  is  preparing  for  the  election  to  be  held  on  May 
15th.  Some  of  the  old  tactics  in  regard  to  the  padding  of  the 
registration  lists  and  the  stuffing  of  the  ballot-boxes  were  being 
employed;  but  as  the  last  Legislature  passed  a  new  registration 
law  with  a  unique  house-to-house  registration  feature,  it  may  be 
possible  to  purge  the  registration  lists.  At  the  same  election  im- 
portant franchises  will  be  submitted,  including  the  granting  of  a 
20'year  franchise  to  the  present  tramway  company  on  its  entire 
line  of  150  miles  of  trackage,  with  an  additional  new  line  of  75 
miles^  and  the  franchise  to  the  gas  company  providing  for  dollar 
gas  at  present,  with  a  gradual  reduction  to  75  cents  toward  the 
end  of  the  twentieth  year.  These  franchises  will  probably  carry, 
although  there  is  general  opposition,  for  the  reason  that  the  local 
utility  corporations  control  both  parties  and  have  a  large  number 
of  men  in  the  field  at  this  time  preparing  for  the  campaign.* 

In  spite  of  the  conditions  prevailing,  however,  it  is  generally 
believed  that  public  spirit  in  Denver  has  grown  immensely  since 
the  Honest  Elections  League  was  formed.  The  existence  of  the 
evils  referred  to,  to  any  large  extent,  was  at  that  time  doubted; 
btit  now  the  people  realize  the  situation,  although  they  may  feel 
discouraged.  The  public-spirited  men  in  the  city  feel,  however^ 
that  in  spile  of  the  many  discouragements,  there  are  better  things 
ahead  for  them  and  that  the  general  demand  throughout  the 
country  for  the  better  government  of  cities  is  being  strongly  felt. 
Several  years  ago  such  a  statement  would  have  been  regarded  as 
the  more  or  less  enthusiastic  and  optimistic  view  of  those  who 
were  whistling  to  keep  up  their  courage;  but  the  events  of  the 
last  two  years  have  been  such  as  to  indicate  that  such  expectations 
are  well  founded,  an<l  that  although  there  may  be,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  discouragements  and  set-backs,  the  people  are  grad- 
Ioally  developing  a  sense  of  public  responsibility  and  activity  tliat 
is  bound  to  manifest  itself  at  the  polls  and  in  a  more  persistent 
demand  for  efficient  administration. 


•Tlic  franchises  did  carry  by  a  narrow  majority  and  are  now  being 
eonle^ied  on  I  lie  ground  of  fraud. — Editor. 
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local  basis,  it  having  just  elected  (by  a  small  majority,  it  is  true) 
an  independent  mayor  over  the  candidate  of  the 
Seattle.  dominani  party's  organization.     The  particular 

issue  involved  in  the  Seattle  fight  was  municipal 
ownership,  although  general  dissatisfaction  with  the  existing  con- 
dition of  affairs  was  an  important  factor. 

Mayor  Ballenger  gave  to  Seattle  a  conspicuously  good  admin- 
istration. Under  his  guidance  the  city  made  a  material  develop- 
ment in  conditions  relating  to  better  government  from  the  stand- 
point of  morals  as  well  as  from  that  of  public  efficiency.  Not 
only  was  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  transcontinental  rail- 
roads settled  and  the  construction  of  a  garbage- destruction  plant 
authorized,  but  the  completion  of  a  municipal  electric-lighting 
plant  was  undertaken,  and  the  public  service  greatly  extended 
throughout  the  city.  Public  improvements  representing  a  very 
large  expenditure  of  money  were  inaugurated.  Notwithstand- 
ing, however,  the  admirable  public  services  of  Mayor  Ballenger, 
who  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  re-election,  the  people  re- 
fused to  give  the  credit  of  his  administration  to  the  Republican 
organization.  They  recognized  that  he,  Mayor  Ballenger,  and 
not  the  organization,  was  entitled  to  the  credit;  so  that  when  it 
came  to  the  selection  of  his  successor,  they  chose  him  because  of 
his  personal  fitness  and  his  ability  to  carry  forward  the  important 
work  inaugurated  by  Mayor  Ballenger  irrespective  of  his  national 
politics. 

Mayor  Moore*s  election  was  the  resultant  of  several  forces 
which,  though  opposed  to  each  other,  tended  to  operate  in  one 
given  direction.  His  success  means  protest  against  municipal 
ring  rule,  protest  against  political  influence  of  the  street-car  com- 
pany, and  partly  a  move  for  better  civic  morals. 

The  civic  installation  incident  to  the  inauguration  of  Mayor 
Moore  is  a  rather  significant  and  interesting  development,  inas- 
much as  it  represents  the  new  emphasis  which  our  cities  are  plac- 
ing upon  their  municipal  affairs.  Heretofore,  especially  in  the 
Western  cities,  the  transfer  of  office  from  one  official  to  another 
was  a  mere  formal  matter,  without  much  ceremony.  This  year 
it  was  thought  that  tlie  event  should  be  marked  by  some  public 
observance,  and  accordingly  the  Grand  Opera  House  (the  largest 


auditorium  in  the  city)  was  secured;  the  outgoiag  oflBcials  and 
the  incoming  officials  were  invited,  as  well  as  the  clergymen  of 
the  city  and  other  proniinent  citizens.  Although  the  move 
was  belittled  by  those  who  were  disgruntled  over  the  results 
of  the  election,  the  event  was  a  great  success  and  people  were 
turned  away  from  the  doors.  The  consequence  has  been  that  the 
present  administration  has  entered  upon  its  w^ork  with  a  fitting 
sense  of  its  responsibility,  and  after  having  had  the  benefit  of 
hearing  the  sentiments  of  the  citizens  thoughtfully,  considerately, 
but  courageously  expressed. 

In  Portland,  Oregon,  the  reform  forces  are  triumphant  in  every 

direction.     The  present  mayor  is  thorough- going  in  his  endeavors 

to  give  a  good  administration,  and  the  common  council  is  doing 

very  nicely,  although  it  and  the  mayor  do  not 

Portland,  always  work  in  harmony.    The  most  marked  im- 

^  provement  noticeable  has  been  in  the  granting  of 

franchises  for  public  utilities.  This  is  now  being  done  very 
cautiously  and  prudently,  and  the  city  is  getting  substantial  value 
f>r  all  of  its  franchises,  with  rights  of  inspection,  publicity,  and 
reversion  to  the  city  that  are  decidedly  a  marked  improvement 
upon  the  loose  methods  of  old  times.  Reform  seems  to  have 
come  to  stay,  and  is  so  popular  that  it  needs  only  wise  guidance 
to  effect  very  great  improvement  in  public  affairs. 

The  operation  of  the  new  direct  primary  law  is  being  watched 
with  care.  While  it  is  too  early  to  express  an  opinion,  those  who 
are  most  competent  to  express  one  are  certain  that  the  new  law 
haii  destroyed  the  old  rings  and  cliques.  Its  most  serious  defect, 
according  to  some  observers,  is  that  it  makes  office  almost  entirely 
a  scif-sccking  operation :  that  is,  under  no  ordinary  circum- 
stances can  the  oflfice  seek  the  man^  but  the  man  has  from  the 
be^nning  to  work  for  the  office.  This  is  regarded  as  an  encour- 
agement to  people  who  desire  notoriety  and  who  are  willing  to 
pay  for  it,  and  a  discouragetnent  to  the  self-respecting,  dignified 
and  oftiimes  shrinking  citizens.  The  Democratic  party,  which  by 
reason  of  its  situation  has  been  a  beneficiar)^  of  the  reform  move- 
mcRt,  held  what  was  practically  a  convention  and  discussed  ways 
and  means  of  presenting  the  names  of  responsible  citizens  for 
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selection  at  the  primaries.  In  this  way  it  is  expected  that  the 
benefits  of  the  old  and  the  new  system  will  be  secured, 

San  Francisco  is  another  **  horrible  example,"  the  candidates 
of  the  independent  citizens  having  been  to  a  man  defeated.  This 
city  presents  a  situation  unique  in  the  annals  of  American  muni- 
cipal history,  in  that  until  last  summer  one  boss 
San  FrajtoUoo,  controlled  the  three  leading  parties :  the  Repub- 
lican, the  Democratic  and  the  Labor.  Vigorous 
efforts  were  made  at  the  Republican  and  Democratic  primaries  to 
throw  oflf  the  yoke  of  this  all-powerful  boss,  which  succeeded. 
Then  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  and  Democratic  forces 
determined  to  disregard  partisan  politics  and  to  unite  upon  a 
single  ticket  to  represent  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  The  boss 
retained  his  hold  upon  the  Labor  party,  and  by  a  shrewd,  although 
unscrupulous  appeal  to  class  prejudice,  was  able  to  elect  his  en- 
tire Labor  ticket.  The  victory  does  not  represent  a  triumph  of 
those  principles  wherein  tlie  best  element  of  organized  labor  are 
most  profoundly  interested,  but  simply  the  capture  of  the  title 
by  designing  men  for  their  own  ends.  The  election  of  the  entire 
ticket  was  a  great  surprise,  and  was  not  expected  even  by  the 
successful  candidates.  It  is  now  generally  conceded  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  voting  machines,  which  worked  very  successfully 
so  far  as  the  mechanical  part  was  concerned.  The  entire  vote  of 
the  city  was  known  within  a  very  short  time  after  the  polls  closed. 
As,  however,  it  was  the  first  time  many  of  the  voters  had  ever 
used  the  machine  and  they  did  not  understand  it  very  well,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  many  thousands  voted  straight  tickets  who  other- 
wise would  have  split  the  tickets,  as  that  was  the  easiest  course 
to  pursue.  It  was  thought  there  was  no  danger  then  of  their 
making  a  mistake  in  voting.  The  outcome  was  unfortunate,  not 
only  because  it  was  the  result  of  class  prejudice  skilfully  manip- 
ulated on  the  one  hand  and  of  ignorance  on  the  other,  but  be- 
cause of  the  defeat  of  the  old  board  of  supervisors,  most  of  whom 
had  proved  themselves  to  be  honest  and  efficient  officials  and 
should  have  been  re-elected  as  an  encouragement  to  good  men 
to  run  for  that  office. 

Los  Angeles  has  had  no  municipal  election  during  the  past  year, 
but  certain  new  charter  amendments  have  gone  into  effect.     These, 
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with  the  radical  change  in  the  city  governnient  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  board  of  public  works  which  has 
Loi  Amgelea,  taken  over  practically  all  of  the  executive  work 
that  formerly  resided  with  the  council  and  was 
in  the  hands  of  technical  officers  elected  by  the  people,  constitute 
an  important  event.  This  change  was  part  of  the  local  municipal 
league's  program,  the  amendment  having  been  drawn  up  by  the 
Iwigiie's  committee.  As  illustrating  the  influence  of  the  local 
league  the  following  instance  is  interesting:  a  deadlock  having 
occurred  in  the  appointment  of  the  board,  it  was  proposed  to 
leave  the  matter  to  the  members  of  the  board  of  the  Municipal 
League  and  the  two  commercial  organizations,  a  practice  that  has 
grown  up  in  the  city  in  the  last  few  years  with  respect  to  many 
public  provisions.  The  mayor  refused,  and  that  has  put  public 
sentiment  decidedly  against  him.  At  last  a  public  meeting  was 
called  and  a  citizens'  committee  appointed  to  call  on  the  mayor, 
who  finally  consented  to  let  the  three  organizations  in  question 
name  tlie  board.  This  they  did,  naming  three  excellent  men,  who 
were  immediately  confirmed  by  the  council.  As  these  appointees 
are  now  actually  more  influential  in  the  city  government  than 
either  council  or  the  mayor,  the  outcome  was  a  distinct  victory 
for  good  government 

The  next  city  election  occurs  in  December,  and  there  is  every 
indication  that  the  next  set  of  city  officers  will  be  a  vast  improve- 
ment over  the  present  set,  particularly  as  to  the  mayor  and  coun- 
cil. The  league's  campaign  is  already  being  organized,  and  it  is 
exfsected  there  will  soon  be  in  the  field  a  working  body  of  from 
Bfico  to  10,000  people  vigorously  and  efficiently  at  work.  It  is 
confidently  beheved  that  the  next  election  will  place  the  city  gov- 
ernment of  Los  Angeles  on  an  entirely  new  basis;  and  after  that, 
that  it  will  be  much  easier  sailing. 

The  war  on  graft  throughout  the  United  States  has  been 
pressed  with  great  vigor  and  spread  with  greater  rapidity. 
Tbcre  is  practically  no  community  in  the  country  where  the 
municipal  problem  is  at  all  serious  hut  has  had 
its  investigations  or  inquiry,  and  consequent  ex- 
posures and  prosecutions.  In  Philadelphia  an 
equity  suit  has  been  commenced  against  the  firm  of  contractors. 
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including  the  former  leaders  of  the  now  discredited  organiza- 
tion, as  defendants,  to  recover  upwards  of  $5,000,000  alleged 
upon  the  report  of  the  experts  to  have  been  corruptly  diverted* 
The  counsel  for  the  Committee  of  Seventy  has  had  referred  to 
them  the  testimony  thus  far  gathered,  with  a  view  of  determin- 
ing whether  criminal  suits  in  addition  to  those  already  inaug- 
urated for  damages  should  be  brt^ught, 

In  New  York  the  insurance  disclosures  have  occupied  the 
center  of  observation  and  bid  fair  to  affect,  even  more  generally 
than  they  already  have,  the  political  situation  there. 

The  Ohio  State  Senate  sent  a  committee  to  Cincinnati, 
which  joined  in  *'  the  revolt  against  venal  bossism  and  muni- 
cipal   corruption,"   to   investigate    and    expose    the   methods   by 

which  the  machine  secured  and  retained  its 
Inv*^^^^tioiL      P^w^'"'     ^t  only  took  the  commiltee  one  day  to 

unearth  one  form  of  graft  which  yielded  from 
$15,000  to  ?20,ooo  a  year  to  the  boss's  lieutenants.  The  county 
commissioner  testified  that  he  collected  taxes  annually  amount- 
ing to  about  $7,000,000,  mostly  in  the  form  of  checks,  which  were 
deposited  in  the  various  banks.  This  money  was  allowed  to  re- 
main certain  definite  times  after  collection,  in  return  for  which 
favor  banks  presented  him  with  a  gratuity,  which  he  frankly  con- 
fessed he  accepted  as  a  perquisite  of  the  ofBce,  the  city  receiving 
nothing  on  the  deposits  in  the  way  of  interest.  The  treasurer 
maintained  while  on  the  stand  that  the  checks  did  not  constitute 
public  funds,  and  that  they  did  not  become  such  until  the  banks 
had  collected  them  and  the  cash  was  actually  deposited  in  the 
vaults  of  the  treasury.  Under  such  a  theory  taxes  so  collected 
could  be  left  with  the  banks  until  actually  needed  to  pay  county 
debts  and  the  interest  on  the  balances  diverted  as  donations  from 
the  county  treasury  to  the  treasurer's  pocket. 

In  Allegheny  a  series  of  prosecutions  has  resulted  in  the  con- 
viction of  a  number  of  office-holders  for  various  crimes  against 
the  public  welfare.     The  superintendent  of  police  was  convicted 

of  conspiracy,  the  charge  being  based  on   his 

^4  M-  ^^ir  having  taken  $50,00  in  cash  and  a  diamond  in 

*      payment   for   aiding   and   abetting   the   mainte- 

ance  of  a  disorderly  house.      A  street  commissioner  was  con- 
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victed  of  a  similar  oflfence;  later,  a  captain  of  police.  Incident 
to  these  convictions  there  were  several  disagreements  on  tile  part 
of  the  juries,  and  the  prosecutors,  becoming  suspicious  that  the 
juries  had  been  unduJy  and  corruptly  influenced,  made  careful 
investigation,  which  resulted  in  the  verification  of  the  suspicion 
and  the  prosecution  and  conviction  of  the  jury-ftxen 

Milwaukee  has  witnessed  a  long^  series  of  prosecutions  and 
convictions.  Up  to  a  very  recent  date  21  defendants  had  either 
been  convicted  or  pleaded  guilty  and  6  had  been  acquitted.  The 
indictments  involved  the  acceptance  of  rebates  on  city  contracts, 
the  payment  of  money  to  supervisors,  the  acceptance  of  cash 
bribes,  and  extortion. 

At  the  time  of  the  convening  of  the  CaUfomia  Legislature  a 
year  ago  there  was  considerable  newspaper  gossip  to  the  effect 
that  certain  building  and  loan  associations  were  being  grossly 
mismanaged,  and  special  attention  was  called  to 
the  affairs  of  one.  It  so  happened  that  the  offi- 
cers of  this  association  had  been  prominent  in 
politics  and  had  opposed  the  papers'  policies. 
Xevertheless,  a  legislative  investigation  of  the  association  was 
demanded,  and  the  Senate  appointed  a  committee  of  seven  Sen- 
atorSf  four  of  whom  outlined  a  plan  by  which  they  would  inves- 
tigate the  association  and  make  sonte  money  out  of  it.  They 
selected  a  go-between  to  approach  the  officers  of  the  concern 
and  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  willing  to  pay  for  stopping 
the  investigation.  They  professed  to  be  willing  to  do  so,  but 
f|iiieily  set  a  trap  to  catch  the  Senators,  the  sum  of  $1,400  being 
agreed  upon  as  the  price  to  be  paid.  In  the  meantime  the  com- 
mittce  proceeded  to  summon  witnesses  to  hold  a  farce  of  an  in* 
vestigation.  The  officers  of  the  association  then  refused  to  re- 
spond to  the  subpoenas  of  the  committee  and  were  cited  to  appear 
before  the  Senate  to  answer  for  contempt.  They  appeared  be- 
fore the  Senate  and  then  and  there  disclosed  the  whole  proceed- 
ing* and  accused  the  four  Senators  of  soliciting  and  receiving 
bribes,  Tlie  go*bctwecn  confessed  his  complicity  and  the  Senate 
appointed  a  committee,  which  refused  to  allow  the  accused  to 
testify  under  oath,  owing  to  the  clause  in  the  law  which  exempts 
a  person  who  testifies  in  a  case  of  bribery  from  further  punish- 
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ment.  The  Senate  then  reported  the  accused  to  be  gtiilty  and 
recommended  their  expulsion  from  the  Senate,  which  was  unan- 
imously done.  The  g^rand  jury  of  Sacramento  County  shortly 
afterwards  found  an  indictment  against  the  four  Senators,  one 
of  whom  turned  state's  evidence,  and  all  have  since  been  con- 
victed. 

These  instances  are  cited  not  because  they  constitute  all  that 
has  been  accoirqjlished  along  these  lines  during  the  past  year,  but 
as  typical  of  what  is  being  done  in  nearly  every  important  com- 
munity in  the  land. 

The  Central  West  continues  to  be  Hie  storm  center  of  muni- 
cipal reform  activit}%  with  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  pressing 
closely  and  the  Western  Slope  municipalities  not  far  behind. 
During  the  past  year  there  have  been  fewer  in- 
cidents of  importance  or  interest  in  the  New 
England  and  Southern  States,  the  principal 
events  having  been  those  already  mentioned 
herein.  But  there  is  no  lack  of  signs  of  abundant  life  in  tlie 
leading  New  England  and  Soutliem  communities.  The  fact  that 
they  have  not  been  prominently  to  the  front  during  the  past  year 
is  no  evidence  that  the  earnest  people  living  there  are  not  fully 
alive  to  the  situation  and  of  the  need  for  earnest  etforL  It  just 
so  happens  that  there  have  been  few  or  no  significant  develop- 
ments occurring  since  the  date  of  the  last  review. 

There  have  been  many  important  improvements  of  far-reach- 
ing character  undertaken  by  the  municipalities  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  extend  this  review  far  beyond  its  proper 
bounds  to  mention  these,  even  in  a  general  way, 
so  extensive  have  they  been.  Mention,  however, 
must  be  made,  if  only  briefly,  of  the  project  to 
expend  $25,000,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply  of 
Los  Angeles;  of  the  publication  of  Daniel  H.  Bumham's  plans 
for  the  improvement  of  San  Francisco,  called  most  aptly  by  those 
in  charge  of  the  matter  as  "  San  Francisco's  new  civic  charter  " ; 
the  reports  for  the  reorganization  of  Denver,  Colorado,  and 
Columbia,  South  Carolina ;  the  inauguration  of  Chicago's  neigh- 
borhood center  and  outer  park  systems ;  the  establishment  of  the 
municipal  museum  in  the  same  city;  the  very  remarkable  prog- 
ress now  under  way  in  Washington  along  local  lines. 
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It  is  a  rather  curious  fact  that  in  many  directions  the  develop- 
ments in  Washington  have  been  more  backward  than  those  in 
any  other  community.  While  a  model  in  many  ways  of  honest 
and  efficient  administration,  the  government  of 
our  capital  city  has  been  retarded  because  of  the 
inability  of  the  people  to  take  any  real  part  in 
the  matter,  and  because  they  have  had  to  depend  upon  Congress, 
a  body  created  for  entirely  different  purposes  and  but  little  quali- 
fied to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  municipal  legislature. 
Thanks,  however,  to  the  intelligent  leadership  of  the  commis- 
sioners and  of  the  public-spirted  citizens  who  are  deeply  con- 
cerned in  its  welfare,  there  has  been  a  very  remarkable  and 
satisfactory  development  in  the  way  of  attacking  the  slum  dis- 
tricts, the  extension  of  the  park  system,  the  improvement  of  the 
water  supply  and  the  sewage  system,  and  along  other  important 
fines^ 

Harrisburg,  which  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  has  occupied 
so  much  of  the  public  eye  because  of  the  successful  execution  of 
its  far-reaching  plans  for  civic  improvement,  continues  its  good 
work*     The  improvements  authorized  in   1902 
Harriibtirp.  ai'e  now  eitlier  completed  or  on  the  way  to  early 

completion.  The  filtration  plant  has  been  ac- 
tually completed,  and  within  the  past  five  months  has  begun  the 
delivery  of  11,000,000  gallons  of  pure  water  daily  to  the  people 
of  iljc  city.  A  great  intercepting  sewer,  relieving  intolerable 
conditions,  is  in  service;  21  miles  of  streets  have  been  paved  at 
an  expense  to  the  city  of  $100,000  for  intersections,  and  to  the 
people  upon  the  foot- front  assessment  basis  of  practically  $1,- 
000.00Q — ^this  paving  being  of  the  best  character  and  put  down 
under  rigorous  and  expert  inspection. 

The  proposed  park  system  for  the  city  has  been  proceeded  with 
encoara^ingly.  The  one  little  park  possessed  by  it  four  years 
ago  has  been  trebled  in  size  and  its  actual  facilities  greatly  im- 
proved. Tlie  river  front  park  has  been  made  practicable  and  is 
largely  used.  A  ten-acre  playgroimd  has  been  purchased  and 
opened.  The  projected  parkway  of  nearly  eighteen  miles  has 
been  begun,  and  about  two  miles  will  be  in  service  within  a  few 
weeks.     Lying  parallel  to  the  very  heart  of  the  city  is  a  beautifuJ 
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island,  upon  one  portion  of  which  the  filtration  plant  has  been 
established.  Recently  an  arrangement  was  completed  giving  to 
the  cit)%  without  compensation,  the  use  for  twenty  years  of  the 
balance  of  tliis  island  for  park  purposes.  All  this  has  been  done, 
and  the  tax  rate*  instead  of  being  increased  as  expected,  2  mills 
under  the  most  favorable  conditions  and  3J/2  mills  under  un- 
favorable conditions,  has  actually  been  advanced  but  yi  mill,  so 
that  it  now  stands  at  8  mills  for  city  purposes  against  jyi  mills 
in  1902* 

The  question  of  the  municipal  ownership  of  our  public  utilities 

in  many  communities  has  overshadowed  all  other  questions.     It 

has  been  the  one  municipal  issue  in  an  increasing  mmiber  of 

commimities  upon  w*hich  the  people  have  felt 

imieipai  ^^^  expressed  a  decided  opinion.     In  Chicago  it 

has  been  the  burning  question  ever  since  Mayor 
Dunne's  nomination  on  an  immediate  municipal  ownership  plat- 
form.  In  Boston  it  has  occupied  a  large  share  of  attention,  and 
the  settlement  of  the  gas  question  has  been  conspicnonsly  to  the 
front.  Its  settlement  along  lines  satisfactory  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  city  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  public-spirited  activ- 
ity of  the  Public  Franchise  League  and  of  organizations  that 
have  co'operated  with  it.  The  Seattle  election  tunied  upon  this 
question.  The  great  vote  cast  for  Mn  Hearst  in  the  November, 
1905,  election  in  New  York  was  due  to  public  interest  in  it.  In 
Denver,  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  in  San  Francisco,  in  Philadelphia — ^in 
fact,  in  a  long  list  of  cities  the  question  has  been  actively  to  the 
front, 

Chicago  cast  another  vote  in  favor  of  municipal  ownership, 
although  it  failed  to  cast  the  nccessar)*  three-fifths  to  enable  the 
councils  to  proceed  at  once  to  operate  the  street  i-ailways ;  but  on 
the  advisory  question  of  public  policy  the  city  authorities  are  for- 
bidden by  a  majority  vote  to  grant  any  franchises,  and  the  city 
has  been  authorized  to  issue  certificates  under  the  Mueller  Law 
not  to  exceed  in  amount  $75,000,000.  In  Kansas  City  both  the 
Republican  and  the  Democratic  platforms  declared  for  the  prin- 
ciple of  municipal  ownership.  Geveland  is  gradually  entering 
upon  a  policy  of  municipal  o^voership  and  operation,  having  re* 
cently  appropriated  $40,000  for  the  extension  of  the  municipal 
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Hghtuig  plant.  In  New  Jersey  the  movement  for  limited  fran- 
chises is  making  substantial  headway*  The  action  of  the  Newark 
Board  of  Trade  indicates  very  clearly  the  trend  of  public  senti- 
ment, it  having  recently  adopted  a  resolution  favoring  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  grant  by  any  municipality  of  any 
special  privilege  in  the  public  streets  for  a  longer  period  than 
twenty-five  years,  the  property  used  in  the  exercise  of  the  grant 
to  revert  to  the  municipality  at  the  end  of  the  period,  and  then 
to  be  offered  for  a  further  period  at  public  auction  and  granted 
to  the  bidder  offering  the  best  terms. 

Mayor  Weaver  of  Philadelphia  consummated  what  to  many 
seems  to  be  tlie  most  notable  achievement  of  his  already  notable 
administration  in  his  settlement  of  the  rapid  transit  problem  in 
Philadelphia,  As  the  "  North  American  *'  pointed  out  in  a  com- 
mendatory editorial:  **  He  played  a  weak  hand  with  great  skill, 
and  has  com|3elled  the  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Company  to 
surrender  many  of  tts  stolen  franchises,  thus  clearing  the  way 
for  competing  companies  and  removing  the  idea  of  disfiguring 
tracks  on  the  city's  principal  thoroughfare,  Broad  Street.  More- 
over, the  Rapid  Transit  Company  has  agreed  to  pay  $400,000  to 
be  applied  upon  the  cost  of  removing  certain  grade  crossings  on 
the  Reading  Railroad.  On  the  other  hand,  it  agreed  to  complete 
within  tliree  years  the  Market  Street  subway,  and  a  new  subway 
under  Broad  Street  from  Walnut  Street  north  to  the  county  line* 
a  distance  of  about  eight  miles ;  also  several  other  subways,  and 
an  elevated  railroad  from  the  river  front  and  South  Street  to 
Frankford,  an  Important  northeastern  suburb. 

There  has  been  no  diminution  of  interest  in  the  subject  of 
nomination  reform*  A  very  interesting  conference  on  electoral 
reforms  was  held  in  New  York  City  in  March  last  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Civic  Federation,  and 
the  development  of  public  sentiment  in  favor  of 
unifonn  direct  primaries  was  shown  to  be  rap- 
idly increasing.  Pennsylvania,  as  a  result  of  the  political  revo- 
lution of  the  past  year,  has  now  a  fairly  satisfactory  law,  which 
will  eliminate  many  of  the  features  which  have  made  machine 
domination  in  that  State  easy  of  accomplishment.  The  subject 
is  a  burning  one  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  as  also  in  Minne* 
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sota,  Wisconsin  and  Illinois — m  fact,  in  all  the  Central  Western 
States.  The  Minnesota  law  continues  to  give  general  satisfac- 
tion. The  results  in  Wisconsin  are  too  recent  to  enable  one  to 
form  a  conclusion  of  any  value-  The  Supretne  Court  of  Illinois 
has  declared  the  Act  of  1905  unconstitutional;  but  Governor 
Deneen  called  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  new 
one  which  met  with  its  approval  but  does  not  seem  to  have  met 
that  of  many  others. 

There  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  the  prevention  of  corrupt  practices  at  elections.  This 
topic  was  considered  very  thoroughly  at  the  Na- 
tional Civic  Federation's  conference  and  a  n um- 
ber of  bills  on  the  subject  are  now  pending  in 
various  state  legislatures.  The  Roberts  Bill  in  Pennsylvania  re- 
quired publicity  of  accounts  and,  so  far  as  it  went,  is  regarded 
as  dealing  intelligently  with  the  evils  of  accounting  so  far  as  the 
mere  question  of  publicitj'  is  concerned. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  development  along  the  lines  of  the 
establishment  of  municipal  civil  service  is  that  in  Philadclphia» 
the  special  session  of  the  Legislature  having  passed  a  compre- 
hensive  measure  which  had  the  approval  of  the 
Civil  Service  Reform  Association  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Seventy.  It  was  vigorously  and  suc- 
cessfully championed  by  Mayor  Weaver^  who  since  its  passage 
has  helped  to  give  it  force  and  eflfect  through  the  appointment  of 
a  sympathetic  board  of  commissioners.  The  act  is  a  complete 
and  comprehensive  one,  providing  for  the  appointment  by  the 
mayor  of  a  civil  service  commission  of  three  men  with  a  five 
years'  term  of  office.  It  requires  appointment  from  the  four 
highest  on  the  eligible  list,  and  a  probation  period  of  five  months. 
The  exempt  class  is  reduced  to  a  low  minimum,  and  most  of  the 
safeguards  which  experience  has  demonstrated  to  be  necessary 
has  been  thrown  around  appointment  to  office.  Political  consid- 
erations are  excluded,  and  the  old-time  pull  of  local  politicians 
and  bosses  eliminated.  No  person  can  be  transferred  to  any 
position  subject  to  a  competitive  examination  unless  he  shall 
have  previously  passed  an  open  competitive  examination  equiva- 
lent to  that  required  for  such  position* 
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In  the  matter  of  charter  reform,  an  interesting  bill  was  intro- 
duced into  the  Massachusetts  Leg^islature  which,  if  enacted  into 
law,  would  have  marked  an  important  step  forward  and  furnish 
an  interesting^  experiment  in  the  effective  coordina- 
tion and  organization  of  adjacent  municipalities 
with  common  interests,  but  separate  governments. 
This  measure,  known  as  the  Metropolitan  District  Council  Bill, 
provided  that  the  chief  magistrates  of  the  cities  and  the  chairmen 
of  the  boards  of  selectmen  of  the  towns  that  are  now  or  may  be 
incJuded  within  the  metropolitan  park,  water,  or  sewage  system 
of  Boston,  shall  constitute  the  Metropolitan  District  Council,  to 
which  the  several  conimissions  and  boards  should  annually  in  the 
month  of  January  submit  reports  of  the  work  performed  and  the 
money  expended  by  them  during  the  preceding  year,  together 
with  detailed  estimates  of  the  amounts  required  for  the  ensuing 
year.  This  council  must  vote  by  a  roll-call  of  municipalities  and 
towns  on  the  qtiestion  of  approving  or  disapproving  all  proposed 
legislation  involving  appropriations  of  money  for  park,  boule- 
vard»  water,  or  sewage  purposes;  but  only  those  municipalities 
shall  vote  which  have  a  financial  interest  as  contributors  in  the 
proposed  expendittire  of  money.  This  council  must  also  submit 
to  the  Legislature  from  time  to  time  reports,  with  its  recommen- 
fJations,  on  the  various  questions  of  metropolitan  work  which 
have  been  brought  before  it;  and  in  all  cases  where  votes  have 
been  taken,  such  reports  shall  contain  a  full  record,  giving  the 
names  of  the  municipalities  which  have  favored  and  those  which 
have  disapproved  of  each  proposition.  Thirty- nine  municipal- 
ities were  interested  in  this  measure  and  came  within  its  scoi>e. 
Their  combined  area  about  equaled  that  of  the  city  of  Greater 
Mew  York,  with  an  approximate  population  of  1,400,000. 

A  vigorous  effort  was  made*  but  in  vain,  by  an  organization 
of  mayors  of  various  Ohio  cities,  both  Republican  and  Demo- 
eratie,  to  secure  an  improved  municipal  code  which  should  in- 
corporate the  so-called  federal  plan,  centering  power  in  the  mayor 
and  with  Uie  right  of  local  decision  by  popular  vote  on  all  fran- 
chiseA  and  the  municipal  ownership  of  all  ptiblic  utilities. 

A  significant  feature  of  the  recent  Grand  Rapids  election  was 
the  vote  upon  the  charter  amendments  providing  for  the  advisory 
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initiative  on  ordinances  and  for  the  recall  on  elective  and  ap- 
pointive officers.  The  amendments  were  drafted  by  the  Voters' 
Initiative  Veto  and  Recall  League,  and  were  submitted  on  peti- 
tions asigned  by  nearly  4,000  voters.  The  amendment  providiiig 
for  the  recall  upon  elective  officers  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  7^077 
to  1,929.  The  vote  on  the  amendment  providing  for  the  recaJU 
of  appointive  officers  was  64692  in  favor  of,  1,755  against,  and 
the  vote  for  tlie  advisory  initiative  ou  ordinances  was  5,183  to 
1,682. 

The  Galveston  plan  of  government  continues  to  exdte  general 
attention.     It  has  produced  snch  admirable  results  through  con- 
scientious, faithful  administration  in  the  city  of 
Galveston.  its  origin  that  it  has  been  copied  in  other  Texas 

cities  and  has  been  very  generally  considered  in 
other  states,  notably  in  Iowa,  where,  however,  it  has  not  secured 
sufficient  support  to  secure  enactment  into  law. 

Municipal  officials  continue  their  activity  in  behalf  of  more 
efficient  administration  and  higher  standards.  The  League  of 
American  Municipalities,  the  American  Society  of  Municipal  Irn- 
provemenls  and  the  various  state  leagues  continue  helpful  work 
along  educational  lines.  A  larger  and  larger  number  of  officials 
are  taking  a  deei>er  and  more  comprehensive 
view  of  their  responsibilities  and  are  seeking  to 
give  force  and  effect  to  public  opinion  on  import- 
ant questions.  In  Ohio,  Mayor  Johnson  has  been  instrumental 
in  organizing  the  mayors,  and  their  influence  on  legislation  has 
been  helpful,  although  they  did  not  succeed  in  securing  the  pas- 
sage of  a  new  municipal  code.  The  organization  of  the  League 
of  Virginia  Municipalities  is  to  be  noted  with  interest  as  a  very 
satisfactory  development  in  a  leading  Southern  state.  The 
Michigan  and  Iowa  leagues  have  taken  the  initiative  in  a  move- 
ment for  uniform  accounting  and  are  doing  yeoman  service. 
Another  class  of  officials  are  constituting  themselves  an  important 
factor  in  municipal  progress.  I  refer  to  the  auditing  and  ac- 
counting officers  who  met  in  February  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  States  Census  Bureau  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
uniform  classification  of  municipal  accoimts  and  comparable 
municipal  statistics.     The  excellent  results  of  the  first  conference 
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called  by  the  Bureau  were  partially  reflected  in  Bulletin  No.  20, 
issued  by  it  some  months  ago,  containing  the  results  of  the  Census 
Bureau's  municipal  investigation  for  tlie  fiscal  years  1902  and 
1905.  A  similar  report  for  1904  is  now  in  preparation,  and  a 
second  conference  was  called  prior  to  undertaking  the  report  for 
1905,  in  the  belief  that  it  would  lead  to  beneficial  results  both  for 
the  cities  which  participate  and  for  the  Census  Bureau.  Some 
fifteen  different  states  were  represented,  including  such  distant 
ones  as  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Wyoming,  Colorado  and  South 
Carolina,  and  the  deepest  interest  was  manifested  in  the  ques- 
tions considered,  especially  in  that  having  to  do  with  the  keep- 
ing of  the  accounts  of  municipal  industries  and  public  service 
corporations,  so  that  the  cost  of  construction  and  of  operation 
and  of  tJie  value  of  the  services  rendered  might  be  compared. 

A  movement  of  the  greatest  promise  is  the  formation  of  city 
government  clubs  in  our  educational  institutions.  The  Yale  City 
Government  Club,  which  has  done  excellent  work  in  this  behalf, 
odJed  a  conference  of  similar  organizations,  which  w^as  held  in 
March  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  Intercollegiate  League 
of  CoUege  Good  Government  Clubs  formally  organized.  The 
fact  that  the  young  college  men,  who  are  about  to  enter  upon  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  as  citizens,  realize  the  responsibility 
resting  upon  them  and  the  necessity  for  intelligent  consideration 
of  the  work  before  them,  indicates  the  growth  of  public  senti- 
ment in  the  right  direction  along  these  lines  and  holds  out  great 
promise  for  the  coming  generations. 

Of  somewhat  similar  import  has  been  the  interest  manifested 
in  politics  by  various  bodies  of  young  men,  notably  those  banded 

together  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
Youaf  Men  ciaiions  of   the  country.     The  subject  of  tiie 

uulCiTic  Association's  civic  opportunitity  was  a  leading 

theme  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Ohio  State  Associations-  At  the  latter  meeting  the  fol- 
kming  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted: 

**  I.  We  recognize  the  great  civic  awakening  through  which 
otir  eountry  is  now  passing.  We  rejoice  greatly  in  the  evident 
influence  already  exerted  by  members  of  our  organizations  in 
fostering  rational  movements  of  reform  and  civic  betterment 
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2.  We  realize  that  as  an  associaticui  we  have  no  part  to  pla}' 
in  partisan  politics,  but  we  earnestly  urge  our  members  as  indi- 
viduals to  sustain  by  their  personal  efforts  an^l  by  words  of  com- 
mendation and  encouragement  those  public  officers  who  are  stand- 
ing for  the  right. 

3.  We  believe  that  a  knowledge  of  actual  conditions  is  essen* 
tial  in  arriving  at  the  tnie  basic  principles  by  which  to  govern 
our  actions. 

4.  We  therefore  recommend  to  the  Association  the  formation 
of  clubs  and  other  agencies  for  the  careful  study  and  free  discus- 
sion of  municipal  problems  and  urge  upon  our  members  active 
participation  in  all  efforts  for  civic  reform.** 

Numerous  local  associations  are  organizing  good  government 
courses  and  are  seeking  in  various  ways,  on  the  one  hand,  to  in- 
terest their  members  in  municipal  problems,  and  on  the  other 
hand  to  educate  them  to  intelligent  activity. 

A  strikingly  interesting  and  suggestive  conference  was  held  in 
Januar)^  in  Chicago  under  the  auspices  of  the  Municipal  Voters' 
League  of  that  city^  to  consider  the  extent  to  which  municipal 
elections  should  be  separated  from  national  party 
politics  and  the  control  of  national  political  par- 
ties, and  the  best  means  by  which  such  separa- 
tion as  may  be  deemed  advisable  can  be  brought  about  Sixteen 
organizations  w^re  represented  and  a  series  of  resolutions 
adopted  voicing  the  sentiment  of  those  who  were  engaged  in 
the  campaign  against  municipal  corruption  and  inefficiency.  The 
fact  that  the  active  workers  of  the  militant  forces  for  municipal 
reform  were  able  to  agree  unanimously  upon  a  declaration  of 
principles  involving  so  many  principles  for  which  the  League  has 
year  in  and  year  out  contended  is  a  striking  demonstration  of 
their  soundness  and  of  the  extent  of  the  movement  in  behalf  of 
their  adoption.* 

The  municipal  problem  in  America  is  a  great  one,  and  of 
exceeding  complexity-  and  difficulty.  The  fact  that  so  large  a 
number  of  men  and  women,  and  of  organizations,  are  devoting 
their  thought,  their  time,  their  attention  and  their  energy  to  its 
solution  gives  encouragement  to  the  belief  expressed  at  the  be- 
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ginning  of  this  review  that  the  charge  will  no  longer  rest  against 
the  American  people  that  they  are  indifferent  to  their  municipal 
obligations.  Civic  patriotism  is  growing  day  by  day,  as  we  have 
already  seen  in  this  survey  of  the  field ;  its  manifestations  during 
the  past  year  have  been  numerous  and  notable ;  and  yet^  as  great 
and  as  numerous  as  they  have  been,  I  am  convinced  that  but  few 
of  us  appreciate  how  thoroughly  the  people  are  aroused  to  the 
present  situation  and  the  extent  to  which  they  have  resolved  to 
free  their  communities  of  the  stain  of  corruption  and  inefficiency. 
As  Ruskin  has  pointed  out :  *'  Neither  a  great  thought,  nor  a 
great  man»  nor  a  great  poem,  nor  a  great  picture,  nor  any  other 
great  thing,  can  be  fathomed  to  the  bottom  in  a  moment  of 
time;"  and  the  great  movement  in  American  cities  for  their 
reformation  cannot  be  comprehended  nor  fathomed  in  a  review 
such  as  this.  The  manifestations,  however,  are  such  as  to  jus- 
tify the  conclnsion  that  we  are  upon  the  threshold  of  a  day  of 
great  developments  along  municipal  lines. 


The  Cincinnati  Situation, 


The  Defeated 
Boss. 


By  A.  JULIUS  FREIBERG,  Esq.,  Cincinnati. 

A  volume  has  been  written  of  the  Cincinnati  situation,  briefly 
l|)itomi2ing  the  growth  into  power  of  the  lately  removed  boss, 
and  so  I  trust  the  members  of  the  League  will  understand  that  the 
limits  of  a  short  paper  will  admit  of  the  barest  outline  and  will 
necessitate  the  omission  of  most  of  the  details  of  a  decidedly  in- 
teresting story. 

The  defeated  candidate  for  the  mayoralty  of  Cincinnati  at  the 
last  November  election — your  typical  respectable  boss-toot — unc- 
tuously and  with  unconscious  humor  gave  out  on  tlie  night  of 
the  count  that  his  downfall  was  "part  of  the 
reform  wave  that  was  then  sweeping  over  the 
country/*  You  will  observe  that  up  to  that 
time  reform  had  been  scarcely  respectable  in  Cincinnati^  and  one's 
personal  demerits  could  be  safely  hidden  under  a  constitutional 
immunity  from  that  form  of  disease.  And  yet  this  man  spoke 
the  truth.  Three  months  before  the  election  the  city,  politically 
speaking,  was  in  a  dead  calm.  It  is  true,  a  small  coterie  of  men 
had  been  working  faithfully,  tirelessly,  for  freedom;  discontent 
there  was,  here  and  there;  two  newspapers,  an  evening  daily 
and  a  weekly,  had  been  hammering  for  several  years  into  the 
mind  of  the  independent  voter  the  appalling  mismanagement  and 
corruption  of  the  public  service;  but  so  deep-rooted,  so  all-em- 
bracing was  the  extensive  Republican  organization  under  one 
George  B.  Cox — a  master*hand,  a  king  among  bosses — ^that  the 
Democratic  so-called  '*  Little  Boss "  stood  by,  convention  time, 
with  a  wink  of  his  left  eye,  and  allowed  any  one  who  chose,  to 
do  the  nominating  for  the  minority  side.  Hope  of  defeating  the 
machine  was  for  the  moment  at  its  lowest  ebb;  the  Democrats, 
indeed,  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  men  to  run. 
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and  the  most  sanguine  reformer  felt  the  n 
years  ahead  for  the  fruition  of  his  labor. 

The  calm  proved  to  be  tlie  proverbial  "calm  before  the  storm," 
So  many  efforts  to  beat  down  the  powers  of  corruption,  ramified 
as  they  were  into  every  circle  of  the  community — business,  pro- 
fessional, laboring,  social^ — had  failed,  tliat  men's 
spirits  were  jaded  and  their  despair  almost  com- 
plete. But  the  ferment  had  been  working,  im- 
perceptibly, noiselessly,  stirred  by  the  epoch- 
making  events  in  other  cities,  and  by  the  bitter  truth-telling 
of  the  class  of  men  lately  dubbed  "hysterical  creators  of 
the  hterature  of  exposure/'  The  investigation  of  the  in- 
surance scandals  in  New  York,  the  mighty  and  successful  re- 
volution in  Philadelphia,  the  vivid  portrayals  of  the  school  of 
Mr*  Lincoln  Steffens,  combined  to  make  the  people  think 
once  more  of  their  franchise.  But  their  eyes  were  cast  afar. 
"  Things  must  be  pretty  bad  in  other  places^  but  George  Cox 
gives  us  a  pretty  good  government.  We  have  tried  reform  before, 
and  besides,  we  never  desert  the  Republican  party,  the  party  of 
Roosevelt,  of  the  revered  McKinley,  of  Lincoln  and  Grant  and 
ihe  other  dead  men/'  What,  then,  caused  the  sudden  change — 
the  reversal  of  a  Republican  majority  of  15*000  out  of  a  total 
vote  of  75,000,  into  a  Democratic  majority  of  6,000  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye?    Let  us  go  back  a  little. 

Cincinnati  is  a  community  composed  largely  of  Germans  and 
men  of  German  descent,  frugal^  personally  honest,  trustful  and 
$\ovf  to  anger.  The  city  is  a  solid  city,  commercially  and  socially, 
but,  generally  speaking,  extremely  conservative 
in  entering  upon  new  and  untried  undertakings. 
Unlike  New  York,  unlike  Chicago,  it  is  not  a 
fertile  breeding  ground  for  new  propaganda,  for  quick  dissem- 
ination of  new  ideas.  The  status  quo  is  hard  to  overcome. 
Especially  is  this  true  in  politics,  Cincinnati  was  a  border  city, 
and  a  great  many  of  its  German  citizens  fought  in  the  Civil  War 
on  the  Union  side  imder  a  commander  named  Siegel.  Not  long 
ago  one  of  my  acquaintances  in  his  impatience  put  it  thus  to  his 
German  friend,  a  rich  manufacturer;  "Yes»  you  fought  mit 
Siegel  and  you  vote  mit  Cox/' 
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Preceding  the  year  1897  and  culminating  with  that  year  the 
Cox  organization  had  become  so  odious  tliat  there  was  a  revolt 
in  the  party  itself,  and  the  bolters  joined  with  the  Democrats  in 
electing  as  mayor  a  German  by  the  name  oi 
Tafel,  a  man  considered  to  be  honest  and  de- 
cent. But  thti  Tafel  fusion  administration  was 
so  rankly  incompetent  that  it  disgusted  the  electorate.  Wrang- 
ling among  themselves  soon  destroyed  all  hope  of  success,  so  that 
before  long  the  renegade  bolters,  and  indeed  many  of  the  Demo- 
cratic components  of  the  crowd  in  power  veered  over  to  Cox; 
and  fi-om  that  time  dates  the  building  up  of  a  machine  so  power- 
ful that  it  has  been  able  at  the  turn  of  a  crank  to  send  out  20,000 
men  to  the  Republican  primaries.  Cox  very  shrewdly  remained 
unostentatious,  and  shrewdly  associated  himself  with  the  busi- 
ness element,  flirted  with  every  opponent  who  was  a  likely  pur- 
chase, gave  the  erstwhile  bolters  the  best  offices,  and  gained  the 
reputation  of  never  breaking  hh  promise.  At  the  slightest  sign 
of  a  revolt  of  the  people  he  could  turn  loose  his  newspaper 
organs  with  the  cry  of  "  Tafelism — Fusion — Refonn — ^Horrors," 
and  it  always  worked.  He  had  the  city  tightly  in  his  grasp,  ap- 
pointed the  judges — never  the  best  men  available— <:o wed  the 
rank  and  ftle  of  the  lawyers,  frightened  saloon-keepers  by  warn- 
ing them  against  the  reformer  who  '*  would  put  on  the  lid," 
cajoled  the  young  college  man  and  the  taxpayer,  and  punished 
the  doubter. 

In  1903  there  seemed  to  be  a  chance  to  beat  him.  The  Democrats 
were  weak.  A  third  party  of  independents  could  not  have  aided 
them  by  endorsement,  even  if  they  were  to  put  up  a  good  ticket, 
because  of  a  law  (the  Dana  Law)  which  forbade  the  placing  oi  a 
name  in  two  places  on  the  ballot ;  and  you  could  not  with  force  and 
arms  induce  the  disciples  of  Siege!  to  vote  under  the  rooster. 
But  the  Democrats  listened  to  counsel  and  were  induced  to  stay 
out  of  the  field,  nominally  at  least.  The  Citizens'  Municipal 
party  was  organized,  partially  by  submissive  Democrats  and  par- 
tially by  independent  men.  M.  E,  Ingalls,  the  president  of  the 
Big  Four  Railroad,  a  prominent  citizen,  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  ticket  to  run  against  Mayor  Julius  Fleischmann,  a  young 
man  of  large  means,  pleasure-loving,  a  popular  idol,  but  of  little 
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no  experience,  and  if  not  thoroughly  subservient  to  Cox,  at 
^t  unwilling  to  take  the  trouble  to  cross  hirn.      In  his  wake 
trailed  a  number  of  young  men  of  the  type  of 
Th«  OitLzenB'        Nicholas  Longworth,  jolly  fellows  all      Ingalls 
vlrL^^  w^s  defeated,  but  out  of  tJie  fight  a  nucleus  re- 

mained. The  Citizens'  Municipal  party  had 
gathered  together  a  small  band  of  men,  devoted  to  the  city  and 
to  each  other,  who  resolved  that  Carthage  must  eventually  be  de- 
stroyed. At  their  head  was  Elliott  H,  Pendleton,  who  had  been 
entrusted  with  the  publication  of  a  paper  intended  to  serve  only 
as  a  temporary  campaign  sheet — "  The  Citizens'  Bulletin."  After 
the  campaign  Pendleton  was  made  chairman  of  the  Citizens* 
party,  and  for  a  while  he  came  near  being  the  whole  party.  His 
first  resolve  was  to  make  the  "  Citizens'  Bulletin  "  a  permanent 
publication,  and  from  that  day  to  this  the  "  Bulletin  "  has  never 
missed  an  issue.  It  has  grown  from  a  four-page  hand-bill  to  a 
portly  sbc  teen-page  weekly  paper.  Its  subscription  list  grows 
daily  and  its  readers  are  the  truest  of  the  true.  But  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  with  all  the  splendid  work  of  "The  Bulletin," 
and  of  **  The  Cincinnati  Post "  (the  Scripps^McRae  evening 
daily),  the  task  was  too  tremendous  to  be  successful  in  two 
years,  ardess  something  fortuitous  happened.  The  Associated 
Press  journals,  with  perhaps  one  exception ^  right 

*r  ^ valiantly   bore   the    banner   of    Cox,   and    with 
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sophistry  and  cant,  with  appeals  to  the  memory 

of  the  revered  McKinley,  with  insidious  reminders  of  the  then 
attractively  low  tax  rate  and  with  solemn  warning  against  Tafe5- 
ism,  fusion  and  reform,  were  able  to  divert  the  minds  of  the  lov- 
ers of  the  status  quo  from  the  plunderings  of  the  public  treasury, 
from  the  abominable  condition  of  the  streets,  the  sameful  deterior- 
Atlon  of  the  public  schools,  the  mediocrity  of  the  Bench,  the 
general  decay  of  civic  interest  and  public  spirit. 

Scenting  a  slight  unrest  in  the  early  fall  of  1905,  the  Cox 
managers,  always  awake,  never  over-estimating  their  strength, 
deemed  it  advisable  to  have  on  tap  a  force  of  registered  voters 
that  would  render  impossible  a  chance  rift  in  i!ie  quiet  sky.  So 
tbcy  registered  them  with  a  vengeance.  Men  were  brought  from 
tip  river  by  the  boat  load,  and  Kentucky  was  scoured  for  negroes 
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ic  i=L:'.^y  ibt  drr  lift  ::*r  s  r»fn.»j^  TSn  rrii^sterfrd  them  from 
drrtr  edI  i:»i:rme?..  fr.-im  r>.\aj-h:Ti*  HT^i  Txiirr-ci,.iscts — no  space 
vTLi  ::•:-  s=sZ  ::■  hsLT^i.c  n  rrjin.  ?h:<  irfivi'  The  golden  oppor- 
t=:rr  i:  s  ::i:=irier  c:  bra^-^  num  hfjiJc:.  ^^  1.  C  Harper,  work- 
ing Trfrb  The  "  Clnrinriiiii  P*.^:/'  *  mir,  .-^f  indomitable  energy 
2=i  zi^cs-  Mr.  Harper  ."^r^ar-:re*ii  ihe  H.inesi  Elections  Com- 
=f  r***.  drew  ::-  him  a  lar^e  hsTiii  >>:  \\V::ir-:«r< — ^young  men  who 
had  rLerer  ere:  darec  :c'  join  '.he  C:r-re">'  >!"nicapal  party — and 
-mrih  zbt  help  of  ohe  "  Fo>: "  i::ave  >;i.-h  ^::biic£n-  lo  the  rotten- 
seff  -cf  The  repstraiion  !:>:>  ihja:  :he  >-efp;rsi:  ciiv  turned  over 
cace  -jz  rwict  and  made  a  ?ound  Th^:  ?:r;:ck  ihe  hearts  of  the 
gtf^n?  -Kzih  Terror.     Then  came  The  c^nr^x, 

Wiliam  H.  Tafr,  Secreiar)-  of  \V.ir,  :<  a  <on  of  Alphonso  Taft, 
cce  cf  CincinnaTi'>  eariv  no:abjc>,  and  for  years  has  been  re- 
5>5>ected  for  his  independence.  hi>  >:rcnirt".  and  for  his  record  on 
ihe  Federal  Bench,  >!  ore-over.  Judge  Taft  has 
TSt*  SpcjicIl  ^^^  *^  '^^  >even  hitih  oiSces  under  the  Repub- 
lican pan>'.  Connni:  fro:n  The  company  of  Root, 
then  5TiD  in  the  Philadelphia  hg:h:,  of  Konapane.  prince  of  re- 
formers, and  from  Roosevelt,  anyihini:  Judge  Taft  might  say  at 
that  p=ycho2o^Ica!  moment  wa?  snre  tv^  tel!.  Taft  had  promised 
to  make  one  speech  in  Ohio  for  the  Rep;iMican  candidate  for 
governor.  In  that  speech,  alihough  lie  praised  the  Republican 
governor,  hi.mself  ejected  with  Cox's  help.  Taft  "  went  for  "  the 
Cincinnati  machine.  In  unmistakable  language  he  cried  out  that 
Cox  should  be  defeated,  and  added  that  were  he  to  vote  he 
would  cast  his  ballot  against  the  local  Republican  organization. 
That  was  high  authority  indeed  for  the  disciples  of  Siegel. 

It  is  a  lesson,  and  a  rather  confounding  lesson,  that  the  word 
of  one  man  should  be  powerful  enough  to  change  an  election. 
But  that  is  what  happened,  and  the  League  may  well  ponder  the 
effect  of  such  influence,  which  works  apart  from  charters  and 
ballot  laws  and  systems  of  government,  which  indeed  may  as 
often  be  exercised  for  evil  as  for  good. 

Cox  was  beaten  and  the  whole  ticket  with  him — z  completely 
new  experience  for  this  generation  of  Cincinnatians.  The  new 
mayor.  Judge  Dempsey,  with  his  executive  board,  immediately 
went  to  work  to  tr)'  to  cope  with  the  army  of  applicants  for  jobs. 
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The  difficulty  of  the  task  may  well  be  imagined.  The  officer s- 
dect  had  been  chosen  by  a  Deniocratic  conventioii.  Few  of  the 
constituents  of  this  convention  cared  a  rap  about  the  separation 
of  city  politics  from  national  politics.  Demand  was  immediately 
made  for  the  appointment  of  the  faithful  to  the  two  thousand  or 
nK>re  jobs  at  disposal.  On  the  other  hand,  everybody  knew  that 
the  ticket  could  not  have  been  elected  without  the  help  of  Repub- 
lican votes,  and  there  was  a  great  clamor  from  the  Independent 
Republicans  for  appointments.  And  furthermore,  the  local  Civil 
Service  Reform  League,  the  "  Citizens'  Bulletin,"  and  other 
civic  agencies  were  insistent  for  the  retention  of  even  Cox  men 
(in  the  minor  positions)  who  had  not  been  guilty  of  "  pernicious 
political  activity."  Notwithstanding  the  opposition  of  two  of  the 
five  of  the  appointing  board,  who  are  Democrats  of  the  old 
school,  some  independent  Republicans  were  appointed  to  office, 
(notably  the  street-cleaning  superintendent,  an  educated  man  of 
means)  and  some  Cox  men  whose  activity  in  the  old  machine 
had  been  only  what  %vas  necessary  to  keep  them  alive. 

The  city  departments  were  found  to  be  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition— the  waterworks  on  the  verge  of  break-down^  the  streets 
a  itiass  of  ruts  and  dust-heaps,  the  election  machinery  in  the 
hands  of  incompetent  and  unscrupulous  men, 
Tht  (Audition  aj^^j  chaos  generally.  This  was  the  impasse  con- 
mfi&tL  *^  '  f»'<^i^ting  the  new  officers,  themselves  untried  in 
public  service,  with  little  or  no  money  to  go 
forward  with,  and  with  a  city  council  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
gang  and  ready  to  thwart  the  executive  officers  at  every  step — 
and  so  stands  the  situation  to-day.  It  turns  out  that  many  of 
the  men  appointed  to  jobs  are  unfit,  and  many  of  the  Republican 
constituents  unwortlxy  of  the  trust  placed  in  them.  The  Demo- 
crats have  succeeded  in  foisting  on  the  Board  machine  men  of 
thdr  own  stripe — not  a  whit  freer  from  the  collar  of  their  boss 
than  the  Republicans  of  the  outgoing  administration.  On  the 
other  hand,  hundreds  of  Democrats  who  considered  themselves 
entitled  to  favor  for  their  long  years  of  unrewarded  service  were 
halted  at  the  gates  of  their  heaven  and  now  threaten  vengeance 
of  one  kind  or  another* 

Meantime,  what  is  tlie  attitude  of  the  people?    The  spasm  of 
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revolution  against  the  gang  relaxed  very  considerably  soon  after 
the  election  was  over,  and  many  wiseacres,  whose  wish  is  per- 
haps father  to  the  tlioxight,  predict  a  return  of 
Cox  next  fall.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was, 
and  still  is,  a  disposition  to  give  the  new  admin- 
istration an  opportunity  to  "  make  good/*  as  the  phrase  is.  But 
consider  the  tremendous  task  the  new  authorities  have  to  cope 
with.  By  no  means  a  unit  among  themselves,  with  but  little  new 
money  to  make  improvements,  with  the  gang  press  piping  mer- 
rily away,  and  the  old  organization  bloody  but  by  no  means  dead 
(it  still  owns  the  county  government),  they  are  treading  the 
steep  and  thorny  path  of  constructive  work,  and  must  show 
the  people  something  done  well  before  they  can  begin  to  hold 
their  advantage. 

During  the  early  part  of  January  came  a  thunderclap  that 
tlireatened  to  wreck  them  at  the  threshold.  Governor  Pattison, 
elected  witli  them,  was  the  open  candidate  of  the  Anti-saloon 
League.  Cincinnati  is  what  is  called  a  liberal 
town.  For  years  laws  against  Sunday  opening 
have  been  dormant  on  the  books.  The  governor 
in  his  inaugural  saw  fit  to  declare  that  these  laws  must  be  rigidly 
enforced.  His  argument,  generally  speaking,  is  unanswerable  to 
law-abiding  citizens,  and  yet  sane  men  at  once  recogtiized  that  if 
persisted  in,  the  attitude  of  the  governor  would  smash  reform  at 
once.  The  ministers,  too,  with  ill-advised  zeal,  met  together  and 
demanded  of  the  mayor  enforcement  of  the  governor's  behest 
But  the  mayor  put  off  the  evil  day  from  week  to  week,  the  gov- 
ernor fell  ill,  seriously  ill,  and  has  remained  bed- ridden  ever  since, 
so  up  to  now  that  cloud  has  not  burst  and  the  people  have  for- 
gotten it.  Meantime  the  machine  cunningly  tried  every  expedient 
to  get  the  mayor  to  close  the  saloons,  and  lost  no  time  in  making 
all  the  hay  they  could,  and  with  no  little  success.  But  the  cloud 
was  kept  from  bursting  by  another  event  that  has  done  more  to 
disintegrate  the  forces  of  corruption  than  was  ever  before  con- 
ceivable. 

It  has  been  said  for  years  by  lukewarm  independents  that 
no  positive  corruption  could  ever  be  fastened  on  the  Republican 
leaders.     The  "  Citizens'  Bulletin,"  it  is  true^  often  complained 
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©f  mismanagement  and  even  of  stealing.  It  had  complained  of 
the  inefficiency  and  degradation  of  the  Bench,  but  always  with 
the  wariness  consequent  upon  the  lack  of  accurate  information.  It 
had  charged  the  coimty  treasurer  with  placing  the  millions  belong- 
ing to  the  people  out  at  interest  with  banks  and  pocketing  the 
prcK;eeds,  This  was  denied  vehemently  by  "respectable"  people, 
especially  by  the  "  respectable  "  bank  officers. 

In  the  early  sessions  of  the  new  Legislature,  after  much 
stru^Ie,  it  was  possible  to  get  appointed  a  legislative  commit- 
tee— a  so-called  *'  Lexow  Commission  *' — to  investigate  Cincin- 
nati affairs.  The  bill  was  submitted  for  ap- 
proval to  one  of  the  city's  leading  lawyers,  a 
man  who  had  alw*ays  professed  to  be  ready  to 
give  his  power  to  help  thwart  the  gang.  Every  effort  to  check 
^_  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  made  by  the  organization,  but  with- 
^B  out  success*  So  the  commission^  handicapped  though  it  was  by 
^HJack  of  money,  began  its  sessions.  Three  lawyers  volunteered  to 
^Bcofidtict  the  examination — all  honor  to  them  for  their  industry 
^Hand  eflfectiveness.  It  took  only  one  or  two  sittings  to  show  to 
r  the  people  a  most  brazen,  systematic  scheme  to  fleece  them  out  of 
their  money.  Every  claim  of  the  **  Citizens'  Bulletin  "  was  sus- 
_  tained  It  was  proved  that  the  county  treasurer,  for  years  back, 
^Khad  by  highwaymen's  methods  stolen  the  interest  on  the  deposits 
^Hof  the  public  moneys.  It  was  shown  that  the  respectable  bankers 
^P  were  in  the  plot,  and  the  only  excuse  offered  by  these  men  was 
'  that  *'  it  had  always  been  the  custom/'  It  was  shown  that  turn- 
pikes had  been  acquired  by  the  county  at  prices  enormously 
above  their  true  values,  and  by  a  process  of  legerdemain  the 
overplus  went,  not  to  the  turnpike  owners,  but  to  "an  attorney  '* 
for  his  fees.  It  was  shown  that  the  three  judges  of  the  Appel- 
late Court  had  obeyed  a  command  of  the  boss  to  come  to  his 
den  over  a  saloon  and  listen  to  his  "  hope  that  they  would  find  it 
possible  to  reverse  a  certain  decision  "  by  which  the  city  had 
recovered  many  thousands  of  dollars  from  a  bonding  concern 
represented  by  a  notable  gang  lawyer. 

The  work  of  the  committee  is  still  going  on,  and  it  is  making 
the  camp- followers  of  the  old  organization  drift  away  one  by 
one.     But  many  still  hang  on,  w^aiting  to  see  which  way  the 
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of  the  County 
Treasorem 


"cat  will  jump.'*  The  bankers  and  respectable  business  men  are 
by  no  means  overcome  with  shame — ^and  the  aforesaid  leading 
lawyer  who  assisted  in  drafting  the  Lexow  bill  has  taken  em- 
ployment with  one  of  the  banks  to  attack  the  legality  of  the  com- 
mission, and  the  Court  of  first  instance  has 
The  Pilferings  already  acceded  to  his  plea.  The  count>*  treas- 
urers who  were  caught  in  the  act  have  paid 
back  their  pilferings,  but  have  escaped  prosecu- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  grand  jury,  whose  report  read  very  much 
as  if  it  had  been  prepared  by  one  of  the  aforesaid  leading  lawyers. 
Now,  you  will  ask  what  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  oppor* 
tunity  for  constructive  reform  organization?  The  Citizens* 
Municipal  party,  though  I  believe  it  and  its  friends  were  a  most 
potent  factor  in  molding  public  sentiment,  cannot  claim,  nor 
would  it  choose  to  claim,  any  right  to  dictate  the  policy  of  the 
administration.  It  is  willing  to  aid  in  every  way  it  can,  but  it 
did  not  choose  the  ticket  except  to  endorse  as  against  the  Repub- 
lican machine.  The  administration  numbers  in  its  make-up,  it  is 
true,  many  who  are  loyal  to  the  City  Party  idea;  but  there  is 
no  such  solidarity  of  loyalty  Zh  to  justify  a  marriage  between 
the  two. 

The  Dana  law,  which  prevented  the  placing  the  names  of  can- 
didates under  more  than  one  designation  on  the  ballot,  has  been 
fortunately  repealed.  So  that  if  events  justifyf 
the  Citizens*  Municipal  party  may  be  able,  if 
either  of  the  two  national  parties  will  next  fall 
nominate  fairly  good  tickets,  to  put  its  strength  into  the  balance. 
The  **  Citizens'  Bulletin "  and  the  **  Po&t "  are  keeping  up  the 
good  fight,  though  it  must  be  confessed  that  there  has  been  no 
such  speedy  growUi  of  the  municipal  idea  as  to  justify  the  con- 
clusion, just  yet,  that  recruits  will  flock  in  in  such  number  as  to 
make  the  Citizens'  party  the  tremendous  force  it  would  like  to 
become.  Money  is  very  hard  to  obtain  between  campaigns — ^the 
time  organization  should  go  on — and  men  have  not  retained  tlieir 
post-election  enthusiasm  sufficiently  to  cause  them  to  leave  their 
respective  band-wagons.  In  short,  the  bed  of  roses  has  not  even 
sprouted  for  the  reformers.  The  trouble  is  that  the  gang  may 
mend  Just  enough  to  get  in  again,  and  they  may  succeed  through 
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the    sheer    inability    of    the    present    administration  —  perhaps 
through  no  fault  of  its  own— to  '*  make  good." 

One  more  phase  of  the  reconstruction  work  going  on  tiiat  will 
be  of  interest  to  the  League  and  then  I  am  done. 

A  Reptjhlican  club,  composed  of  young  men,  some  of  them 
officeholders,  but  more  of  them  not  so  favored,  had  never  quite 
been  able,  for  various  reasons,  to  make  itself  a  power  with  the 
organization.  Soon  after  the  election  a  number  of  patriotic  in- 
dependent Republicans  believing  (the  city  being  nominally  Re- 
publican) that  the  only  salvation  lies  in  reform  within  the  party, 
sought  to  capture  that  club.  But  they  reckoned  without  their 
host.  For  every  independent  enrolled  to  membership,  the  machine 
shot  in  two  gangi^ters,  so  that  when  votes  were  counted  it  ap- 
peared that  an  ex-Congressman,  a  henchman  of  Cox,  wa;^  elected 
presidenti  and  gang  sympathizers  with  him  in  the  board.  An 
address  was  issued  prating  of  the  duty  of  good  Kepublicans  to 
pluck  out  the  oligarchy  in  the  party  and  to  return  to  the  good 
old,  open  convention  of  the  past.  This,  of  course,  is  the  machine 
in  its  new  sheep's  clothing.  Following  this  little  comedy,  cer- 
tain truly  independent  Republicans  banded  themselves  together 
as  a  Roosevelt  Dub,  pledging  their  faith  to  the  rescue  of  the 
party  from  its  parasites  and  destroyers.  The  new  club  makes  up 
in  enthusiasm  w^hat  it  lacks  in  numbers;  but  it 
th^  P^^  is  extremely  doubtful  in  view  of  the  condition 

of  the  still  existing  apathy  of  non -politician  citi- 
zens whether  it  can  make  a  place  for  itself  in  future  Republican 
conventions.  It  will  be  known  as  a  club  of  "  bolters  "  anyway, 
and  there  seems  to  be  good  reason  for  regret  that  these  men  did 
not  throw  their  undeniably  great  personal  strength  and  counsel 
rnto  the  ranks  of  the  Citizens"  Municipal  party,  which  stands 
coitimitted  to  the  principle  of  complete  independence  in  city 
affairs  from  national  politics.  We  have  seen  that  '*  reform 
within  the  party  "  does  not  work  out  as  well  as  some  good  men 
seejn  to  think  it  may,  without  a  workable  merit  system  in  force. 
The  fight  for  that  merit  system  in  cities  has  got  to  come  from 
without  the  national  political  parties,  and  the  quicker  we  buckle 
^Kdown  to  the  task  of  missionary  work  without  political  emolu- 
^Vfnent,  and  the  quicker  we  realize  that  this  task  must  begin  by 
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breaking  down  political  macliines  based  on  patronage  at  the  dis- 
posal of  nationa3  parties^  the  better  for  reform.  And  in  my 
humble  opinion  the  only  hope  lies  in  making  it  plain  to  the  people 
that  they  must  vote  for  men  and  not  for  birds. 

While  it  is  true  that  Cincinnati  has  gone  through  a  cleansing 
process  away  from  conditions  that  were  more  depressing  than  in 
any  other  American  city,  not  excepting  Philadelphia,  I  make  no 
pretence  tliat  its  problem  in  the  type  is  different  from  that  which 
the  National  Municipal  League  was  organized  to  cope  with. 
Our  lessons  from  Philadelphia,  Minneapolis,  New  York,  Cincin- 
nati, all  point  to  the  underlying  need  for  the  education  of  the 
voter  on  his  personal  moral  side  toward  the  precept  that  he  must 
care  for  his  city  if  he  cares  for  himself,  and  that  he  must  make 
sacrifices  far  beyond  the  mere  brief  suspension  from  the  fruits 
of  ofBce  incurred  by  efforts  to  "  reform  within  the  party." 

This  paper  has  taken  a  less  optimistic  turn  than  I  intended, 
or  than  the  whole  situation,  perhaps,  warrants.  The  spirit  of 
better  things  is  abroad ;  the  reformer  walks  with  firmer  step  and 
hopes  with  greater  fervor.  But  he  may  not  yet  stntt  about  and 
crow  aloud,  for  his  most  difficult  work  remains  still  to  be 
planned,  let  alone  accomplished. 


The  Revolution  in  Philadelphia, 

By  THOMAS  KAEBURN  WHITE,  Eoq,,  Philadelphia, 
Counsel  fyr  th*  C4mmin««  of  8«veaty. 


of  Affikin  in 
1904 


In  the  autumn  of  1904  it  seemed  as  if  the  corrupt  so-called 
"  Republican  "  organization  in  Philadelphia  had  effectually  re- 
moved all  concerted  opposition  to  itself  and  was  destined  to 
pursue  its  depredations  undisturbed  for  years  to 
The  Conditdon  come.  The  "  Union  Party  "  had  been  **  cap- 
tured "  by  treachery,  the  Municipal  League 
had  decided  that  the  work  of  reform  could  best 
be  carried  on  by  some  new  organization,  and  the  "  Democratic" 
minority  had  openly  allied  itself  with  the  *'  Republican  "  free- 
booters^ who  parceled  out  to  its  members  the  "minority  offices  " 
and  such  other  crusts  as  were  needed  to  keep  them  in  a  concilia- 
tory mood. 

Some  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  however,  were  dissatis- 
fied with  existing  conditions^  and  on  November  14th,  1904,  a  few 
public-spirited  men,  among  whom  were  a  number  of  members  of 
the  Municipal  Leagiie,  called  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Bourse  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  improving  the  city 
government  As  a  result  of  this  meeting,  and  a  subsequent  one, 
held  December  19,  1904,  a  '*  Committee  of  Seventy "  was  ap- 
pointed, which  was  empowered  to  take  such  action  as  might 
seem  expedient  under  a  '■  plan  "  or  constitution  drawn  up  by  a 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose.  This  '*  plan  "  contem- 
plated the  following  work ; 

The  Committea        **(a)  Election  of  city  officials  (including  elec- 
&tBme&tf,  Hon  officers)  devoted  to  the  public  interest,  to  be 

selected  without  regard  to  national  party  politics. 
*'(b)  Protection  of  the  ballot  by  the  vigorous  enforcement  of 
the  election  laws,  and  by  advocating  measures  looking  to  per- 
sonal registration  and  a  simple  form  of  official  ballot. 
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'*(c)  Encouraging  and  aiding  faithful  officials  in  the  perform- 
ance  of  their  dudes. 

"(d)  Gathering  and  disseminating  reliable  information  re- 
garding city  affairs  and  candidates/' 

John  C.  Winston,  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Philadel- 
phia, a  publisher  and  manufacturer,  was  chosen  as  first  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  which  position  he  still  holds. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Committee  of  Seventy  but  a 
few  weeks  remained  before  the  municipal  election  of  February^ 
1905,  It  had  been  stated  in  the  '*  plan  "  that  the  primary  poUcy 
of  the  committee  should  he  to  endorse  candidates 
i^sM^  IflOR  nominated  by  other  parties  rather  than  to  make 
independent  nominations,  but  power  was  given 
to  make  such  nominations  if  it  was  deemed  necessary*  The  com- 
mittee promptly  decided  that  the  control  of  both  the  dominant  and 
minority  parties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  so  corrupt  that 
nothing  good  could  be  expected  from  either  of  them,  and  a  new 
party  was  therefore  created.  To  this  new  political  body  the 
name  "  City  Party  "  was  given^  the  name  being  intended  to  ex- 
press the  idea  which  animates  the  citizens  who  have  joined  its 
ranks,  that  they  shall  act  together  in  local  matters  for  the  good 
of  their  city,  but  they  may  retain  their  allegiance  to  the  respec- 
tive national  parties  to  which  they  belong. 

Fifteen  city  magistrates  were  to  be  elected.  Each  voter  was 
privileged  to  vote  for  ten  only,  so  that  the  minority  party  was 
entitled  to  elect  five.  As  there  was  no  reasonable  hope  of  elect- 
ing ten  at  that  time^  the  City  Party  nominated 
The  City  Party,  o^ly  five  candidates.  It  also  nominated  candi- 
dates for  a  few  minor  offices  in  ward  and  elec- 
tion districts  in  certain  parts  of  the  city.  The  campaign  was 
conducted  and  financed  by  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  which  in- 
vestigated and  made  public,  so  far  as  it  was  able  to  do,  in  the 
short  time  at  its  command,  the  records  of  candidates  nominated 
by  other  parties.  Overtures  were  made  by  the  Democratic  party 
and  a  coalition  suggested,  but  the  committee  decided  to  "go  it 
alone."  The  contest  for  the  five  minority  magistrates,  therefore, 
was  between  the  Democratic  party  and  City  party.    The  Demo- 
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cratic  organization  was  subservient  to,  and  in  reality  a  part  of 
the  Republican  organization,  and  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with 
it  to  defeat  the  City  party's  candidates  for  magistrates.  That  the 
conspiracy  was  formed  at  the  headquarters  of  both  parties  has 
been  proven  by  evidence  given  in  some  of  the  numerous  ballot 
fraud  cases  which  have  recently  been  prosecuted.  It  was  testi- 
fied by  a  number  of  witnesses,  and  by  some  of  the  defendants 
who  were  on  trial  for  ballot  fraud,  that  orders  were  sent  out 
from  the  Republican  City  Committee  that  fifty  thousand  votes 
should  be  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  Democratic  candidates 
for  magistrates,  in  order  that  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  and 
the  independent  movement,  might  be  nipped  in  the  bud.  As  a 
result  of  this  conspiracy  fifty  thousand  votes,  nearly  all  fraudu- 
lent, were  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Democratic  magistrates, 
and  they  were  elected  by  a  large  majority.  Instead  of  having  the 
result  expected,  however,  this  election  only  made  the  leaders  of 
the  reform  movement  more  determined  than  ever,  and  inciden- 
tally it  led  to  wholesale  exposure  of  the  infamous  crimes  against 
the  ballot  which  had  been  committed  for  many  years  in  Phila- 
delphia, 

Immediately  after  the  election  was  over  the  Committee  of  Sev- 
enty began  the  investigation  and  prosecution  of 
Invaitigatioiu      tjaiiot     frauds,     which     work     was     continued 
throughout  the  spring  and  summer,  and  has  not 
yet  ceased,  although  so  many  cases  are  in  the 
district  attorney's  office  that  it  will  be  years  before  they  can  all 
be  tried. 

The  first  necessary  step  in  the  commission  of  ballot  frauds  as 
it  has  been  carried  on  in  Philadelphia  is  to  record  upon  the  offi- 
cial lists  of  voters  large  numbers  of  fictitious  names.  Pennsyl- 
vania had  no  law  requiring  the  personal  registration  of  electors, 
and  the  lists  of  voters  were  made  up  by  officers  called  **  asses- 
«or«/'  elected  tinder  the  dictation  of  the  machine  leaders  and  con- 
trolled by  tiiem.  The  assessors  in  many  cases  were  igfnorant  or 
vicious  men*  who  were  content  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  com- 
pensatton  and  to  allow  the  division  leader  to  do  the  actual  work 
of  making  up  the  lists.  They  were  not  obliged  by  law  to  see  the 
voters  whom  they  registered,  but  could  accept  the  statements  of 


of  Ballot 
FraudA. 


138 


THE  REVOLUTION  IN  PHILADELPHIA 


people  in  the  houses  which  they  visited »  thus  making  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  convict  for  the  ofifence  of  false  reg^istration.  Lists  of 
names  of  persons  who  were  dead,  removed,  non-voters,  or  merely 
fictitious,  were  handed  out  to  the  assessors  from  cheap  lodging- 
houses,  saloons,  gambling  joints,  disorderly  houses  and  other 
places  of  ill  repute.  There  were  from  sixty  to  eighty  thousand 
of  such  names  upon  the  lists  in  December,  1904. 

The  laws  of  Pennsylvania  provide  that  wherever  a  ballot  is  de- 
posited in  the  box,  the  name  of  the  voter  who  cast  it  must  be 
written  in  a  certain  record,  called  the  **  List  of  Voters/*  which  is 
required  by  law  to  be  deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  court.  It 
is  therefore  necessary  that  fraudulent  names  shall  be  placed  upon 
the  "  assessor's  "  hst  so  that  ihey  can  be  copied  in  this  book 
when  fictitious  ballots  are  placed  in  the  ballot-box.  To  explain 
the  methods  by  which  ballot  fraud  was  committed  two  typical 
cases  may  be  referred  to,  one  in  the  notorious  Fourteenth  Ward, 
the  other  in  the  respectable  Fifteenth  Ward,  a  residential  part  of 
the  city. 

In  the  Fourteenth  Ward  case,  Thomas  H.  Hartman,  Jr.,  the 
division  leader  and  a  very  respectable  man,  who  had  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  occupied  the  position  of  elevator  inspector  at  a  sal- 
ary of  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year,  William 
Reagan  and  Charles  Judge,  inspectors  of  election, 
and  Benjamin  Williams,  a  clerk,  were  tried  and 
convicted,  Williams  being  sentenced  to  one  year  and  the  others 
to  two  years  imprisonment  and  $500.00  fine,  Edward  McCaf- 
frey, the  assessor,  who  was  arrested  with  the  others,  died  before 
the  trial,  he  being  one  of  some  eight  or  ten  persons  whose  deaths 
within  the  past  few  months  have  been  caused  or  hastened  by  ex- 
posure of  political  crimes  of  which  they  have  been  accused. 

The  evidence  at  the  trial  showed  that  on  the  Sunday  before  the 
election,  the  judge  of  election,  a  man  who  was  not  admitted  into 
the  confidence  of  the  others^  under  the  direction  of  the  division 
leader,  Hartman,  took  the  blank  ballots  to  the  house  in  which  the 
polling  place  was  located,  and  left  them  there.  On  that  day  two 
hundred  of  Uiese  ballots  were  marked  according  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Republican  City  Committee,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
throw  the  full  strength  of  two  httn tired  votes  to  the  five  Demo- 


The  Pourteenth 
Ward  Caje. 


» 


THOMAS  RAEBURN  WHITE 


139 


cratic  magistrates.  As  each  voter  was  entitled  to  vote  for  ten 
ma^strates,  the  other  five  votes  on  each  ballot  were  thrown 
alternately  to  the  first  five  and  the  last  five  names  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  so  that  all  might  receive  the  same  vote.  These  bal- 
lots were  then  put  in  the  ballot-box  and  were  there  when  the 
polls  opened  on  Tuesday  morning.  After  the  polls  had  closed, 
the  two  inspectors  abstracted  the  lists  of  voters  from  the  room, 
and  wrote  in  them  the  names  of  two  hundred  additional  voters, 
taken  from  the  assessor's  list.  The  Commonwealth  fully  proved 
all  these  facts  and  the  men  were  convicted.  An  interesting  fea- 
ture of  the  case  was  the  boldness  of  the  inspectors  in  writing  the 
names  of  the  fictitious  voters  in  the  order  in  which  they  ap- 
peared upon  the  list.  This  made  detection  almost  certain,  for  the 
names  of  all  legitimate  voters  are  written  In  the  order  in  which 
they  appear  at  the  polling  place. 

The  other  case  referred  to  occurred  in  a  section  of  the  city 
where  padding  of  the  assessor*s  list  cannot  be  extensively  car- 
ried on,  because  of  the  fact  that  no  disorderly  houses  are  located 
in  that  neighborhood.  The  method  resorted  to 
was  to  count  the  City  Party  votes  for  the  Re- 
publican candidates.  The  election  officers  placed 
the  City  Party  votes  in  a  pile  with  the  Republican  votes,  most  of 
them  being  upside  down,  so  that  they  could  not  be  easily  iden- 
tified by  any  watchers  who  were  in  the  rooiti,  A  very  small 
number  of  votes  were  given  to  the  City  Party  candidates  to 
allay  suspicion,  and  all  the  rest  were  counted  for  the  Republicans. 
The  judge  and  the  inspectors  who  committed  this  crime  were 
convicted  and  sentenced. 

These  two  cases  are  similar  to  a  very  large  number  of  others 
which  have  been  brought.  Over  two  hundred  arrests  have  been 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  and  a  much  larger  number 
of  cases  were  investigated,  in  which  sufficient  evidence  was  not 
obtained  to  justify  a  prosecution. 

Shortly  after  the  February  election,  I905^  the  "  Organization  " 
gave  evidence  that  they  were  fearful  of  the  new  reform  move- 
ment^ and  by  reason  of  that  fear  committed  two  blunders  which 
carposcd  their  weakness  and  aroused  the  slumbering  indignation 
of  the  people  of  Philadelphia  to  a  degree  not  known  in  this  gen- 
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eration.  Seeing  a  possibility  that  the  control  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  city  government  migltt  be  wrested  at  least  temporarily 
from  their  hands,  they  planned  in  their  secret  council  chamber 
two  master  strokes.  One  of  these  was  calculated  to  discount  in 
advance  the  possible  election  of  a  mayor  in  1907,  and  the  other 
was  intended  to  secure  to  them  before  it  was  too  late  the  price 
of  one  of  the  few  assets,  in  the  form  of  a  public  franchise,  yet 
remaining  in  Philadelphia. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  at  Har* 
risburg  two  bills  were  suddenly  introduced,  providing  that  in 
cities  of  tlie  first  class,  which  means  Philadelphia,  the  power  to 

appoint  and  remove  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
The  Blppen.        ments  of  Public  Safety,  Public  Works,  Supplies^ 

and  Public  Health  and  Chanties,  should  be 
taken  away  from  the  mayor  and  vested  in  city  councils.  It  is 
much  more  difficult  for  any  reform  party  to  elect  a  majority  in 
councils  than  it  is  for  it  to  elect  a  mayor.  The  complexion  of 
councils  cannot  be  changed  until  there  has  been  a  sustained  and 
successfid  movement  lasting  several  years,  while  a  single  wave 
of  popular  uprising  can  sweep  a  mayor  into  office.  The  purpose 
of  the  bills  to  preserve  the  control  of  these  great  departments, 
although  the  mayoralty  were  lost,  becomes  therefore  clearly  ap- 
parent. The  new  laws  would  also  make  it  possible  for  the  *'  Re- 
publican "  organization  to  nominate  a  man  of  some  character  for 
mayor  who  would  be  likely  to  be  elected  and  yet  would  be  of 
little  importance  after  he  was  in  office.  The  Committee  of  Sev- 
enty, and  many  citizens  who  co-operated^  protested  vigorously 
against  these  bills,  and  went  to  Harrisburg  to  ask  Governor 
Penny  packer  to  veto  them,  but  he  signed  the  one  which  seemed 
to  Philadelphia  to  be  most  objectionable,  that  relating  to  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Safety  and  of  Public  Works.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  such  change  was  dangerous  and  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple— the  executive  whose  duty  it  is  to  uphold  and  enforce  the 
law  w^s  to  be  left  powerless  to  perform  his  duties,  since  under  its 
terms  he  would  no  longer  be  able  even  to  control  the  police. 

Even  before  these  *'  Ripper  Bills  "  were  finally  acted  upon,  an 
ordinance  was  introduced  into  city  councils  which  has  since  been 
characterized  as  the  attempted  *'  gas  steal."    The  Philadelphia 
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gas  works  are  owned  by  the  city.  In  1897  they  were  leased  to  a 
private  corporation,  the  United  Gas  Improvement  Company ^  for 
a  term  of  thirty  years,  tlie  city  reserving  the  right  to  terminate 
the  lease  in  1907  by  pajing  to  the  company  the  sums,  with  in- 
terest, expended  by  it  for  improvements  up  to  that  time.  In 
1927  the  gas  works  are  to  be  returned  to  the  city  without  cost. 

The  new  ordinance  provided  for  a  new  lease  to  the  United 
Gas  Improvement  Company,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  city»  for  a 
consideration  of  $25,000,000^  should  surrender  its  right  to  ter- 
minate the  existing  lease  in  1907  and  to  take 
Th©  0aa  Lease,  back  the  gas  plant  in  1927,  and  should  extend 
the  lease  unconditionally  until  1980,  It  should 
also  surrender  its  present  right  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  gas 
receipts,  which,  during  the  period  of  the  lease  yet  to  run,  might 
have  amounted  to  far  more  than  $25,000,000.  It  was  at  once 
pointed  out  that  the  consideration,  which  under  the  present  lease 
the  cit>^  is  entitled  to  receive,  was  more  valuable  than  that  to  be 
paid  by  the  United  Gas  Improvement  Company  under  the  terms 
of  the  new  ordinance.  In  brief,  the  astounding  proposition  was 
that  the  city  should  accept  for  the  new  lease  (immensely  more 
valuable  than  the  old)  a  compensation  less  than  that  which  it 
was  already  entitled  to  receive.  The  price  of  gas  to  the  con- 
sumer was  to  be  irrevocably  fixed  at  $1.00  per  thousand  feet  until 
1928,  and  at  90  cents  thereafter  until  the  termination  of  the  lease. 
This  was  perhaps  the  real  reason  for  the  public  indignation,  the 
fact  that  this  odious  monopoly  at  these  high  figures  was  to  be 
fastened  upon  the  inhabitants  for  two  generations  beyond  the 
term  of  the  existing  lease. 

So  soon  as  the  people  understood  the  fraud  about  to  be  perpe- 
trated they  rose  in  revolt.  The  Committee  of  Seventy  demanded 
that  the  matter  be  delayed  at  least  until  other  propositions  for 
teasing  the  gas  works  could  be  prepared  and  submitted.  A  large 
number  of  mass  meetings  to  denounce  the  "  steal  *'  were  held 
and,  frightened  at  the  storm  that  had  gathered  about  their  heads, 
the  Finance  Committee,  which  had  the  matter  under  advisement, 
postponed  it  for  two  weeks  and  advertised  that  other  bids  would 
be  received.  The  pretended  concession  to  public  opinion,  how- 
ever, was  a  mere  farce.    The  nature  of  the  advertisement,  which 
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stated  no  particulars,  and  did  not  even  specify  the  term  of  the 
lease,  and  the  subsequent  conduct  of  tlie  Finance  Committee 
showed  that  there  never  was  any  intention  to  seriously  consider 
any  other  proposition.  None  other  was  considered,  although 
one  was  submitted  which,  while  not  advantageous  to  the  city, 
was  much  superior  to  the  proposition  of  the  United  Gas  Im- 
provement Company*  The  Committee  of  Seventy  demanded  a 
rig^ht  to  be  heard  before  the  Finance  Committee,  A  hearing  was 
arranged  and  the  Council  Chamber  was  packed  with  interested 
citizens.  Speeches  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  people  and  by 
counsel  representing  the  mayor,  but  it  was  like  casting  pearls 
before  swine.  Some  of  the  councilmen  endeavored  to  argue  with 
the  speakers,  and  in  so  doing  disclosed  that  they  were  totally 
ignorant  of  the  facts  and  figures  set  forth  in  the  report  of  their 
sub-finance  committee,  although  they  were  themselves  members 
of  this  sub-committee  and  had  signed  its  report.  The  sound  of 
the  speakers'  voices  was  scarcely  still  before  the  report  of  the 
sub-finance  committee,  recommending  a  favorable  report  of  the 
original  proposition,  was  approved  without  a  dissenting  voice. 
The  same  afternoon  councils  passed  finally  the  ordinance,  with 
an  amendment  introduced  at  the  eleventh  hour,  providing  for  a 
slight  reduction  in  the  price  of  gas  to  the  consumer. 

As  soon  as  the  ordinance  had  passed  councils,  interest  was 
transferred  to  the  mayor.  If  he  should  veto  the  ordinance  the 
gas  works  might  yet  be  saved.  The  mayor  announced  almost 
immediately  that  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  defeat  the  in- 
famous proposition,  and  the  citizens  then  turned  their  attention 
to  efforts,  all  but  hopeless,  to  frighten  or  compel  the  necessary 
one-third  of  the  councilmen  of  each  chamber  to  sustain  the 
mayor's  veto.  Councils  had  on  numerous  previous  occasions  con- 
temptuously passed  ordinances  over  the  mayor's  veto,  without  a 
dissenting  voice.  It  was  feared  by  many  that  the  same  result 
would  follow  in  this  case,  but  on  May  22d  an  event  happened 
which  changed  the  entire  complexion  of  the  aflfair. 

When  John  Weaver  became  mayor  of  the  city  he  named  as  the 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety,  David  J,  Smyth, 
and  as  Director  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  Peter  E. 
Costello.    These  two  appointments  were  understood  to  have  been 
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Haror  We&vtr'i  ^^''^^^^^'^  ^Y  ^^^  politicians,  and  were  a  disap- 
ReinoTali*  pointment  to  the  mayor's  friends.     It  was  very 

soon  apparent  that  the  fears  as  to  the  fit- 
ness of  these  men  were  well  founded.  There  was  much  criticism 
of  the  administration  because  of  its  failure  to  suppress  the  so- 
called  **  white-slave  *'  traffic,  and  because  of  an  alleged  alliance 
between  the  police  department  and  the  social  eviL  The  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  also  came  in  for  its  share  of  criticism^ 
although  the  evils  there  appealed  less  to  the  public  imagination, 
and  therefore  attracted  less  attention.  For  many  months  the 
public  had  been  demanding  that  the  mayor  should  take  action. 
A  grand  jury  reported  to  the  court  that  the  social  evil  flourished 
under  the  protection  of  the  police  department,  and  cited  evidence 
upon  which  it  recommended  that  action  be  taken.  Nothing  was 
done,  however,  and  churches  and  societies  and  even  town  meet- 
ings took  up  the  question  and  demanded  the  dismissal  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Safety.  The  mayor,  however,  took  no  action, 
and  in  despair  a  committee  of  ministers  called  a  public  meeting 
to  pray  for  him  that  he  might  be  led  to  do  his  duty.  Even  the 
power  of  prayer,  however,  seemed  to  be  of  no  avail  and  the  ex- 
citement gradually  subsided. 

It  was  quite  apparent,  however,  and  had  been  for  some  months, 
that  the  mayor  was  displeased  with  the  work  of  these  two  offt- 
ciaK  as  they  had  on  several  occasions  exhibited  a  tendency  to 
be  disloyal  to  him  and  to  take  orders  from  the  "  Republican  " 
leaders,  who  were  daily  becoming  more  and  more  dictatorial, 
and  impatient  of  the  mayor's  differences  with  them  on  certain 
public  questions.  The  position  of  the  mayor  during  these  months 
was  a  peculiarly  trying  one.  The  members  of  his  political  fam- 
ily were  bringing  discredit  upon  his  administration,  but  if  he 
dismissed  them  it  meant  open  war  with  the  men  who  had  made 
him  mayor. 

On  the  226.  of  May,  however,  the  Monday  following  the  pas- 
sage of  the  gas  ordinance  on  Thursday,  the  mayor  acted.  The 
removal  of  Sm>th  and  Costello  would  enable  him,  through  his 
new  directors,  to  control  directly  the  patronage  of  those  two  de- 
p^Jtments  and  thus  to  bring  immense  pressure  to  bear  on  recal- 
cttratit  councilmen.     He  demanded  the  resignation  of  these  two 
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men,  and  also  of  Assistant  Director  of  Supplies,  Morrow,  who 
also  had  actively  opposed  the  mayor  in  the  matter  of  the  gas 
lease.  The  resignations  were  sent  in  to  take  efifect  upon  the 
qualification  of  their  successors  in  office.  The  mayor,  after  ad- 
vising with  counsel,  demanded  unconditional  resignations  within 
two  hours  on  pain  of  dismissal.  This  the  directors  refused  to 
give  and  they  were  accordingly  dismissed.  Colonel  Sheldon 
Potter,  a  lawyer  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  was 
immediately  appointed  Director  of  Pyblic  Safety ;  Mr.  A,  Lin- 
coln Acker,  a  business  man  of  unquestioned  ability  and  integrity, 
was  made  Director  of  Public  Works.  These  two  men  had 
scarcely  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices  when  they  were 
enjoined  by  a  Common  Pleas  Court,  at  the  application  of  the 
dismissed  officials,  from  the  further  exercise  of  their  official  func- 
tions. It  was  contended  that  the  dismissal  was  illegal.  The  in- 
junction was  not  a  reinstatement  of  Sniytli  and  Costello,  but 
they  evidently  thought  it  to  be  such,  for  they  assumed  to  regain 
possession  of  their  offices  and  books.  The  mayor  then  descended 
upon  them  with  a  bevy  of  detectives  and  ordered  tliem  to  leave 
at  once  on  pain  of  arrest.  He  then  left  officers  to  guard  the 
offices  until  a  few  hours  later,  when  the  Supreme  Court  granted 
a  supersedeas  suspending  the  operation  of  the  injunction  until 
the  case  could  be  argued.  The  two  new  directors  then  entered 
upon  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  were  not  again  dis' 
turbed. 

While  these  stirring  events  were  taking  place  in  the  City  Hall 
the  agitation  against  the  lease  went  on  all  over  the  city.  Mass 
meetings  were  held  in  many  wards  and  a  mon- 
ster assembly  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  under 
the  auspices  of  a  special  citizens'  committee, 
where  scenes  of  unprecedented  enthusiasm  were  enacted.  The 
huge  hall  was  crowded  to  the  doors  and  thousands  were  turned 
away.  Flags  were  distributed,  the  songs  of  the  nation  were 
sung,  and  the  very  air  seemed  charged  with  patriotic  ferv^or. 
The  mayor's  vigorous  action  had  thrilled  the  entire  city  with  en- 
thusiasm and  Philadelphia  breathed  again  the  air  of  freedom 
from  boss  rule. 

Meanwhile   delegations   of   citizens   were  arguing,   entreating 
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and  demanding  of  individual  councilmen  that  they  pledge  them- 
selves to  sustain  the  mayor's  veto.  One  by  one,  under  the  inflii- 
cnce  of  public  indignation,  they  came  over  to  the  mayor's  side, 
until  it  became  evident  that  the  ordinance  could  not  be  passed 
over  his  veto*  The  "  leaders  "  therefore  acknowledged  the  first 
defeat  in  many  long  years  and  obtained  a  letter  from  Thomas 
Dolan,  president  of  the  United  Gas  Improvement  Company,  stat- 
ing that  he  would  not  accept  the  lease  should  it  be  passed. 

Meanwhile  the  mayor  had  caused  the  arrest  of  Councilman 

Caven  on  the  charge  of  being  interested  in  city  contracts-    The 

charge  in  itself  was  comparatively  unimportant, 

Corm  tion.  ^"*  ^^^  ^^^*®  developed  at  the  hearing  were  of 

the  very  greatest  importance,  for  it  was  shown 
that  the  **  Republican  Organization  "  leader,  I.  W.  Durham,  was 
a  secret  member  of  the  contracting  firm  of  D.  J,  McNichol  & 
Company,  who  had  monopolized  city  contracts  for  some  years, 
and  had  made  enormous  profits  therefrom.* 

The  effect  of  the  exposure  upon  the  public  mtnd  was  very  great 
Furthermore,  as  a  direct  result  of  it  the  mayor  caused  other 
arrests  to  be  made.  This  firm  of  D,  J.  McNichol  &  Company 
had  several  large  contracts,  aggregating  several  million  of  dol- 
lars, for  the  construction  of  a  great  filtration  plant,  the  building 
of  a  long  conduit  a  hundred  feet  or  more  underground,  and  the 
layiJig  of  a  great  system  of  pipe  lines.  It  developed  that  these 
contractors  had  not  only  been  favored  in  that  they  had  obtained 
these  contracts  frequently  when  they  were  not  the  lowest  bid- 
ilerSi  but  that  they  appeared  to  have  been  overpaid  in  many  in- 
stances. It  was  charged  that  John  W.  Hill,  chief  engineer  in 
cfaai^,  had  made  possible  these  over-payments  by  making  false 
certifications  of  the  amount  and  character  of  the  work  which  had 
been  done.  He  was  arrested  on  the  technical  charge  of  forgery 
and  was  subsequently  indicted,  but  was  acquitted  by  direction  of 
the  court  at  his  trial  which  took  place  early  in  January,  1906. 
The  mayor  also  caused  the  arrest  of  a  former  director  of  pub- 
lic safety  and  several  other  persons  on  the  charge  of  conspiracy 

•  Caven  has  since  been  acqtiitted  of  this  charge, — ^T,  R.  W. 
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to  defraud  the  city  in  the  matter  of  the  erection  of  a  municipal 
hospital.    This  trial  has  not  yet  taken  place,* 

During  the  campaign,  and  at  various  times  thereafter,  charges 
were  made  that  the  members  of  the  firm  of  D.  J,  McNichol  & 
Company  were  guilty  of  conspiracy  with  a  former  director  of 
public  works  and  the  chief  engineer,  Mr.  HilL  The  evidence 
relating  to  this  matter  was  collected  at  the  mayor's  instance,  but 
the  arrests  were  not  made.  The  mayor  and  his 
The  District  counsel  took  the  position  that  the  arrests  should 
be  made  by  the  district  attorney.  The  latter  de- 
clined to  do  so,  alleging  that  no  public  exigency 
had  arisen  which  required  him  to  act  on  his  own  motion.  The 
public,  not  appreciating  the  fine  distinctions  drawn  by  warring 
rounsel  and  suspecting  that  an  effort  was  being  made  to  shield 
one  or  more  of  those  accused,  became  impatient  and  demanded 
action.  The  Committee  of  Seventy  asked  the  mayor  the  direct 
question,  whether  or  not  he  intended  making  the  arrests.  The 
reply  was  a  published  statement  that  he  would  go  no  further  in 
the  matter.  The  district  attorney  then  publicly  reiterated  his 
position,  hinted  that  the  evidence,  in  his  judgment,  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  issuance  of  warrants,  but  stated  in  a  public 
letter  that  if  the  Committee  of  Seventy  would  refer  the  evidence 
to  its  counsel,  should  be  advised  by  them  that  the  vidence  to  its 
counsel,  should  be  advised  by  them  that  the  evidence  was  suffi- 
cient, and  would  cause  warrants  to  be  issued,  he  would  co-operate 
before  the  magistrate  and  would  vigorously  prosecute  the  cases. 
The  Committee  of  Seventy  accepted  this  plain  duty  and  passed 
the  following  resolution : 


I 


"  Whereas,  The  Mayor  has  been  advised  by  special  counsel 
that  evidence  in  his  possession  of  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  City, 
arising  out  of  the  filtration  contracts,  is  sufficient  to  warrant 
criminal  proceedings,  but  that  it  is  not  the  Mayor's  duty  to  ini- 
tiate such  proceedings,  such  duty  devolving  upon  the  District  At- 
torney, who  has  declined  to  undertake  the  same;  and, 

"  iS^hcreas,  The  District  Attorney,  while  declaring  that  it  is 
not  within  his  province  to  initiate  any  such  proceedings,  has  pub- 


*  This  trial  took  place  in  June,  1906,  and  resulted  in  an  acquittal 
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licly  stated  it  to  be  his  intention-  vigorously  to  prosecute  the  same 
should  they  be  initiated  by  any  one  else;  and* 

'*  Whereas,  This  creates  a  situation  where  persons  responsibility 
accused  of  grave  public  offenses  are  liable  to  go  unwhippd  of 
justice,  because  of  a  conflict  of  opinion  between  public  officers, 
now  be  it 

**  Resolved,  That  if  the  evidence  upon  which  these  charges  are 
based  is  furnished  in  full  to  this  Committee,  it  will  submit  the 
same  to  its  regular  counsel,  with  the  addition  of  special  counsel 
retained  for  this  purpose,  and  if  advised  that  it  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  criminal  pros  ecu  tionsj  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
initiate  the  same.'* 

The  Committee  then  immediately  engaged  special  counsel  who 
are  now  engaged  in  making  an  examination  of  the  evivlence.* 

During  the  summer  of  1905  the  Committee  of  Seventy  pro- 
ceeded to  thoroughly  organize  the  City  Party,  and  by  the  begin- 
ning of  September  its  organization  had  been  extended  into  every 
seetioii  of  the  city.  At  a  mass  meeting  held  a  few  weeks  before 
the  November  election  the  mayor  publicly  stated  that  he  would 
support  the  City  Party  and  its  ticket  as  against  the  Organization. 
This  gave  a  great  impetus  to  the  reform  movement,  and  a  whirl- 
wind campaign  ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  complete  defeat  of 
the  Organization  in  the  election  of  the  7th  of  November. 

This  campaign  was  notable  for  the  deep  feeling  that  was 
aroused  in  every  class  of  citizens.  It  was  like  a  wave  of  relig- 
ious fervor.  Everybody,  high  and  low,  felt  the  call  of  duty  and 
actively  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  reform.  It  is 
necessary  for  non-property  owners  to  pay  a 
voluntary  poll-tax  in  order  to  render  themselves 
eligible  to  vote.  This  poll-tax  must  be  paid  thirty  days  before 
the  election.  Usually  persons  who  appear  at  the  office  to  pay 
such  taxes  are  very  few  and  far  between.  This  time  long  lines 
were  waiting  every  morning  when  the  doors  of  the  office  opened 
and  the  rush  continued  all  day  long.  Many  thousands  of  citizens 
who  had  not  voted  for  years  besieged  the  office  of  the  Committee 

•  The  Committee's  counsel  subsequently  reported  that  while  the  evidence 
showed  an  abuse  of  discretion  on  the  part  of  city  oflldals,  it  was  not  of 
a  character  as  to  warrant  criminal  prosecutions. — T.  R.  W, 
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of  Seventy  to  learn  how  they  could  render  themselves  ehg-ible. 
It  was  indeed  a  revolution  and  the  spirit  of  war-times  wzs  in  the 
air.  Great  wz.s  the  rejoicing  when  the  forces  of  evil  were  over- 
thrown. 

This  was  the  first  honest  election  which  had  occurred  in  Phila- 
delphia for  many  years.  The  preceding  summer  had  been  de- 
vottd  in  large  part  by  the  Conunittee  of  Seventy,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Police  Department,  to  striking  fictitious  names  from  the 
assessors*  lists.  This  work  involved  repeated  canvassing  of  the 
most  dangerous  neighborhoods  of  the  city,  often  at  great  per- 
sonal risk  on  the  part  of  the  canvassers,  followed  by  concerted 
action  to  compel  the  assessors  to  do  their  duty.  By  this  means 
from  fifty  to  sixty  thousand  fraudulent  names  were  stricken  off. 
The  prosecution  of  election  officers  also  had  a  salutary  effect 
upon  these  officials,  so  that  there  were  but  few  cases  of  frauds 
although  several— one  at  least  of  especial  boldness,  involving  the 
substitution  of  one  ballot-box  for  anotlier^^were  detected  and 
punished. 

Not  less  notable  than  the  victory  in  Philadelphia  was  the  elec- 
tion of  Berry,  a  Democrat,  as  state  treasurer.  This,  while  not  a 
local  matter,  directly  affected  Philadelphia,  in  that  it  acted  upon 
the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  caused 
them  to  "see  a  new  light."  This  was  demonstrated  by  tlieir 
willingness  to  vote  for  reform  measures  affecting  Philadelphia, 
which  were  enacted  at  the  special  session  of  the  Legislature. 
This  special  session  was  called  by  Governor  Pennj^acker  shortly 
after  the  November  election  to  repeal  the  "Ripper**  bill  and  to 
enact  laws  on  tlie  subjects,  among  others,  of  personal  registration 
and  **  corrupt  practices.**  The  reform  committee  saw  that  a 
great  opportunity  was  presented  to  them  to  secure  legislation  on 
other  subjects  as  well,  and  the  governor  was  urged  to  issue  a 
supplemental  call  so  that  laws  on  the  subject  of  uniform  pri- 
maries and  civil  service  might  be  enacted.  This  the  governor, 
after  further  consideration,  consented  to  do,  and 


The  Committf  e 
on  Election  Code. 


he  accordingly  included  these  subjects  in  his  call 
by  a  supplemental  proclamation,  A  non-partisan 
committee  on  election  code  was  immediately  formed,  consisting 
of  representatives  from  the  Republican  party,  Democratic  party, 
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Qub  of  Philadelphia,  Committee  of  Seventy  of  Philadelphia, 
Board  of  Trade  of  Scranton,  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pitts- 
burg, Wilkesbarre  Board  of  Trade,  and  Electoral  Reforms  Com- 
mittee of  Pennsylvania.  This  committee  was  continuously  at 
work  from  the  middle  of  November  until  the  last  of  January, 
and  drew  two  very  complete  bills  on  personal  registration  and 
uniform  primaries;  it  went  before  the  Election  Cbmmittee  at 
Harrisburg  on  several  occasions,  and  the  bills  drawn  by  it  were 
ultimately  passed  with  no  amendments  of  serious  consequence. 
The  expenses  of  this  Committee  were  paid  by  the  Committeee  of 
Seventy* 

The  Civil  Service  Reform  Association  drew  a  strong  civil  ser- 
vice bill  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  bill  to  keep  office-holders 
out  of  politics,  and  one  to  prevent  the  assessment  of  office-holders, 
all  of  which  were  passed  substantially  as  drawn. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  effects  of  the  November  campaign 
was  tlic  change  of  heart  of  the  Leg^islature  at  Harrisburg,  A 
year  ago  it  contemptuously  buried  in  committee  a  civil  service 
bill  and  a  personal  registration  act,  neither  of  which  was  as  rad- 
ical as  the  laws  which  were  passed  without  a  murmur  at  the 
special  session*  The  whole  attitude  of  the  members  was  an  illus- 
tration of  the  philosophy  of  politicians.  They  know  when  they 
arc  beaten,  and  while  they  will  put  on  the  most  brazen  effrontery 
so  long  as  they  have  the  majority,  they  are  quick  to  respond 
witcn  defeat  is  their  portion,  and,  as  in  this  case,  will  swallow 
almost  any  kind  of  a  reform  dose  without  a  grimace.  The  re^ 
formers  were  quick  to  see  their  advantage  and  they  did  not 
neglect  tlicir  opportunity*  In  fairness  it  should  be  said,  how- 
ever, that  the  main  body  of  the  legislators  at  Harrisburg  are  hon- 
est at  heart,  and  they  were  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  exercise  a 
free  choice,  and  it  was  for  many  of  them  perhaps  the  first  time 
in  their  official  careers. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  such  important  reform  legislation,  con- 
stitultng  so  great  an  advance  over  existing  conditions,  has  never 
been  passed  in  so  short  a  time  in  the  history  of 
any  state  in  the  Union,  The  new  laws  are,  in 
many  respects,  more  drastic  in  their  provisions 
thaji  the  laws  of  any  state,  and  this  is  the  more  remarkable  in 
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view  of  the  fact  that  on  some  subjects  legislated  upon  Pennsyl- 
vania had  no  previous  laws  dealing  at  all  adequately  with  the 
question. 

The  laws  in  the  order  of  their  importance  are : 

First,  The  Personal  Registration  Act,  which  h  more  com- 
plete and  more  searching  in  its  identification  of  the  voter  than 
the  law  of  any  other  state. 

Second.  The  Uniform  Primaries  Act,  which  redeems  Penn- 
sylvania from  the  vicious  system  in  existence  for  so  many  years, 
by  which  candidates  were  nominated  in  secret  by  the  authority  of 
the  bosses  and  without  any  action  whatever  on  the  part  of  the 
people. 

Third.  A  strict  Civil  Service  Law  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
This  bill  was  drawn  by  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Association, 
and  will  unquestionably  have  the  efrect  of  divorcing  the  ten  thou- 
sand office-holders  from  much  of  the  political  power  which  they 
now  exercise. 

Fourth.  A  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  which,  by  requiring  the 
publication  of  expenses  relative  to  election  campaigns  and  pro- 
hibiting the  contribution  of  corporate  funds,  will  greatly  reduce 
or  abolish  corruption  incident  thereto. 

Fifth.  A  law  prohibiting  the  activity  of  office-holders  in  poli- 
tics, which  goes  even  to  the  extent  of  preventing  not  only  city 
office-holders  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word,  but  even  police  offi- 
cers,  from  being  present  at  the  polling  place  except  to  cast  their 
ballots,  and  from  electioneering  in  any  way. 

To  one  who  is  unfamiliar  with  the  conditions  of  the  election 
laws  in  Pennsylvania,  previously  existing,  it  is  not  easy  to  un- 
derstand what  a  tremendous  advance  these  laws  constitute.  It 
is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  there 
has  not  been  an  election  in  which  the  majority  governed  for 
many  years.  These  laws  will  restore  once  more  to  the  people  the 
I>owers  of  sovereignty  which  rightfully  belong  to  them,  and  it  is 
believed  will  prevent  so-called  political  leaders  from  manipulat- 
ing elections  in  the  future  as  they  have  in  the  past.  The  work  of 
the  special  session  is  the  really  notable  thing  which  has  been 
accomplished,  and  even  now  it  is  difficult  for  those  of  us  who 
live  in  Philadelphia  to  realize  tliat  these  laws  have  actually  been 
passed  and  are  now  standing  upon  the  statute  books. 
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The  Committee  of  Seventy  after  the  laws  were  enacted  imme- 
diately took  up  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  proper  regis- 
tration commissioners,  as  well  as  of  civil  service 
AppoiBtmeiiti       commissioners  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia.     The 

V  —  T  -^  civil  service  commissioners  have  been  appointed 

Hew  Lawi.  ^      ,  _,  .  f  , 

by  the  mayor  and  are  very  satisfactory;  two  of 

its  members  were  formerly  members  of  the  Committee  of  Sev- 
enty.* We  hope  that  similar  appointmnts  of  registration  com- 
missioners for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  will  be  made  by  the  gov- 
ernor, for  it  is  realized  that  the  success  or  failure  of  the  personal 
registration  law  will  depend,  to  a  very  great  extent,  upon  the 
personnel  of  the  new  commissioners.  We  believe  that  at  least 
two  of  them,  enough  to  prevent  any  improper  action,  will  be  men 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  subject  of  municipal  reform  both 
past  and  present,  t 

Just  prior  to  the  February  election  the  Supreme  Court  handed 
down  its  decision  in  the  Overseer's  case,  which  had  been  ap- 
pealed by  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  and  which  was  a  great  vic- 
tory for  the  cause  of  honest  elections.  The  Constitution  and 
laws  of  Pennsylvania  provide  that  upon  petition 
overseers  of  election  shall  be  appointed  in  elec- 
tion districts  where  it  is  suspected  fraud  may  be 
contemplated.  The  lower  courts  in  Philadelphia  had  for  many 
years  construed  these  laws  as  merely  giving  them  the  power  to 
appoint  upon  petition  but  not  requiring  them  to  do  so.  The 
Supreme  Court,  on  appeal,  decided  that  the  law  is  mandatory, 
and  henceforth  when  it  appears  that  fraud  will  be  attempted, 
officers  competent  to  protect  the  ballot  can  always  be  obtained. 

•  The  mles  of  the  Conimittee  provide  that  its  members  shall  neither  hold 
fior  be  a  candidflte  for  any  public  office.  Its  members,  therefore,  resign  iC 
Appointed  10  any  office. 

fThejc  appointments  subsequently  made  are  very  satisfactory.  The 
chftirman  of  the  board  is  Clinton  Rogers  Woodruff,  Esq.,  the  secretary  of 
the  National  Municipal  League,  He  has  brought  to  the  work  a  large  fund 
ol  both  practical  and  thcorctkal  knowledge,  and  the  work  of  the  Commia* 
iioners  has  thus  far  been  very  efficiently  conducted.  The  other  members 
are  X  Henry  Scattergood,  who  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Seventy,  John  Cadwaladcr,  Jr.,  and  George  G. 
Pferie,— T.  R.  W. 
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Shortly  after  the  special  session  adjourned,  the  February  elec- 
tion occurred^  at  which  certain  unimportant  municipal  officers 
were  elected  and  at  which  election  officers  all  over  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  were  chosen.  The  import- 
ance  of  the  election  of  good  officers  to  supervise 
El^tioiL^*^  the  elections  cannot  be  overestimated;  and  a 
very  great  advance  was  made  in  this  regard.  A 
startling  feature  of  this  election,  and  indeed  one  of  the  most  not- 
able and  strildng  incidents  of  the  whole  revolution,  was  the  fact 
that  although  there  was  no  excitement  at  this  election,  although 
there  was  no  contest  whatever  for  city  offices,  as  both  candidates 
for  magistrates  were  necessarily  to  be  elected  under  our  system 
of  minority  representation,  nevertheless  the  City  Party  was  vic- 
torious over  the  Republican  Organization  by  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand majority.  The  percentage  of  stay-at-home  vote  was  much 
larger  in  February  than  in  November,  and  it  is  fair  to  assume 
that  these  stay-at-homes  were  mostly  City  Party  votes.  A  fur- 
ther fact  in  connection  with  the  February  election,  which  will  be 
referred  to  more  particularly  later  on,  was  that  a  considerable 
body  of  politicians,  who  had  co-operated  with  the  City  Party  at 
the  November  election,  were  in  many  wards  working  against  the 
City  Party  and  with  the  old  Republican  Organization  in  the  Feb- 
ruary election.  Their  defection,  however,  was  not  only  power- 
less to  change  the  result,  but  actually  resulted  in  additional 
strength  to  the  City  Party. 

This  brings  the  narration  of  the  events  of  the  last  eighteen 
months  down  to  date.  There  is,  however,  one  thing  which  ought 
to  be  said  before  this  paper  is  dosed,  and  that  is  to  call  attention 
to  the  extraordinary  and  astonishing  growth  of  the  idea  of  non- 
partisanship  in  municipal  affairs  which  has  taken 
M^  tW^E  d  P^^^^  ^^  Philadelphia  within  the  past  eight 
months.  Even  after  the  mayor  courageously 
broke  with  the  Republican  Organization  by  the  dismissal  of  his 
directors,  surrounded  as  he  was  by  an  advisory  board  of  the  best 
and  ablest  men  in  the  city,  nevertheless  neither  he  nor  they  were 
at  that  time  of  the  opinion  that  a  City  Party  formed  upon  non- 
partisan lines  could  possibly  succeed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
It  was  not  until  it  was  quite  apparent  that  there  could  be  no  co- 
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operation  on  reasonable  terms  with  the  Republican  party  that  the 
mayor  finally  turned  to  the  City  Party  and  oflfered  them  his 
assistance.  Even  then  a  mass  meeting  was  held  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  mayor's  advisors  and  the  candidates  to  be  nominated 
by  the  City  Party  convention  were  suggested  in  advance,  the 
thought  then  being  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  many  persons 
close  to  the  administration  that  the  candidates  ought  not  to  be 
named  as  City  Party  candidates,  but  as  Republican  candidates, 
nominated  by  an  independent  wing  of  the  part>^ 

There  was  also  a  considerable  body  of  politicians  temporarily 
*'  out  of  it "  who  believed  the  success  of  the  City  Party  could 
not  be  permanent,  and  who,  instead  of  joining  its  ranks,  organ- 
iied  an  independent  co-operative  movement,  calling  themselves 
*'  administration  Republicans."  The  methods  of  these  persons 
were  not  such  as  to  bear  scrutiny,  and  their  real  assistance  to  the 
result  of  the  election  was  much  less  than  they  imagined.  After 
the  election  was  over  they  turned  their  attention  to  gaining  con* 
trol  of  the  Republican  "  Organization/*  which  they  accomplished 
by  '*  persuading  *'  some  of  the  most  venal  members  of  the  com- 
mittee to  "  come  out  for  reform,"  and  by  the  use  of  criminal 
and  brutal  methods  at  the  Republican  primary  elections. 

Upon  the  reorganiajation  of  the  Republican  City  Committee^ 
the  **  reformers "  were  in  control.  The  chairman  read  a  long, 
foolish  letter  of  "repentance/'  which  deceived  nobody^  and  ended 
by  inviting  twenty-five  carefully  selected  members  of  the  reform 
party  to  a  conference,  with  a  view  to  the  construction  of  new 
rules  for  the  Republican  party  and  looking  to  the  co-operation  of 
die  reformers  with  it.  It  was  then  that  the  real 
strength  of  the  independent  movement  was  dis- 
closed* Angry  protests  came  from  all  over  the 
city,  and  the  Committee  of  Twenty-five  rejected 
the  proposal  in  a  caustic  letter  which  warned 
the  City  Committee  that  they  were  not  desired  "  to  be  good,  but 
to  be  gone/' 

So  earnest  are  the  City  Party  men  in  their  determination  not 
to  permit  their  organisation  to  be  weakened  that  they  have  re- 
jected all  "  entangling  alliances  ■ '  even  with  friendly  state  parties, 
believing  that  the  City  Party  c^  best  be  preserved  intact  by 
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leaving  its  members  to  follow  their  own  parties  in  national  and 
state  matters. 

This  political  situation  has  been  gone  over  somewhat  in  detail, 
to  make  clear  the  fact  that  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  which  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  partisan  city  tn  the  world,  the  normal  Repub- 
lican majority  being  simply  enormous,  and  in  which  the  people 
cling  so  closely  to  their  allegiance  to  national  parties  that  it  has 
heretofore  been  almost  impossible  to  induce  them  to  take  any  in- 
dependent action,  there  has  been  a  complete  revolution  of  senti- 
ment in  this  regard.  There  is  in  Philadelphia  at  this  time  a 
compact  veteran  organization  of  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand voters,  men  of  independent  thought  and  action,  who  are  not 
only  willing,  but  determined,  to  act  independently  of  party  in 
city  affairs.  It  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  that  these  men 
cannot  be  turned  aside  by  the  specious  arguments  of  politicians. 
They  are  determined  to  think  for  themselves,  and  have  in  many 
cases  acted  contrary  even  to  the  orders  sent  them  by  their  own 
City  Committee  where  such  orders  were  opposed  to  their  own 
judgment. 

Until  recently  in  municipal  fights  in  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  elsewhere,  the  reformers  have  won  by  joining  with 
the  minority  party  to  elect  its  candidate.  Such  combinations 
cannot  last  more  than  one  or  two  campaigns,  because  the 
adherents  of  the  majority  party  will  not  act  with  the  minor- 
ity party  when  state  or  national  issues  are  at  stake.  The 
city  party  idea,  however,  is  to  have  an  organ- 
The  City  Party  j^ation  composed  of  the  best  men  of  every  party, 
who  shall  act  together  within  the  limits  of  the 
citVp  but  who  are  left  entirely  free  to  retain  their  allegiance  to 
their  respective  parties  in  state  and  national  matters,  A  major- 
ity of  the  people  tn  every  city  are  in  favor  of  good  municipal  gov- 
ernment ;  the  great  problem  has  been  to  get  them  to  act  together, 
I  believe  that  we  have  solved  the  problem  in  Philadelphia,  and  I 
expect  to  see  the  method  which  we  have  adopted  speedily  tried 
in  the  other  principal  cities  of  this  country.  I  see  no  reason  why 
such  a  party  should  not  be  permanent,  and  I  think  the  victory 
in  Philadelphia  marks  a  great  advance,  not  only  for  that  city  but 
'  r  the  cause  of  municipal  reform  in  the  United  States. 


The  Committee  of  Seventy  has  undertaken  to  see  that  the  new 
personal  registration  law,  civil  service  law,  unifonn  primaries 
law,  corrupt  practices  act,  etc,  are  rigidly  enforced.  It  will 
make  an  examination  of  the  character  of  officers  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  do  the  registering;  it  wil!  keep  a  close  watch  over  the 
performance  of  contracts  made  with  the  city,  and  will  inform  the 
public  as  to  whether  the  public  officers  are  doing  their  duty.  It 
has  also  actively  enlisted  its  members  in  the  work  of  obtaining 
still  more  legislation,  A  new  ballot  law  must  be  enacted ;  a  new 
criminal  court  must  be  established ;  a  gas  and  electric  light  com- 
mission, and  a  similar  commission  to  oversee  the  building  of 
rapid  transit  lines,  with  power  to  regulate  rates,  are  needed ; 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  itself  is  badly  in  need  of  reapportionment 
into  wards,  as  all  parts  of  the  city  are  not  properly  represented 
in  councils. 

The  Committee  of  Seventy  has  strong  financial  backing,  has 
become  thoroughly  organized  and  acquainted  with  its  work,  is 
composed  of  men  who  cannot  be  swerved  from 
the  path  of  duty,  either  by  threats  or  by  the 
arguments  of  political  tricksters,  and  whose  in- 
tegrity is  above  question.  The  continued  existence  of  such  a 
committee,  with  such  purposes  and  with  such  power,  will,  we 
believe,  contribute  much  to  the  improvement  of  the  government 
of  Philadelphia,  particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  co- 
operation with  this  committee  there  is  a  large  body  of  indepen- 
t  voters  who  are  capable  of  carrying  a  city  election. 
The  opportunity  for  securing  and  maintaining  a  righteous  city 
government  in  Philadelphia  Is  far  belter  than  ever  before;  with 
constant  vigilance  we  promise  that  it  shall  never  again  be  as  bad 
as  it  has  been,  and  we  intend  that  in  future  it  shall  be  far  better 
ftian  it  now  is. 


Th«  Comniittee 
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Mr  Hearst,  running  also  on  an  independent  ticket,  failed  of  elec- 
tion, indicate  an  almost  unprecedented  breaking  away  from  party 
dictation.  The  facts  of  the  campaign  are  so  well  known  tbat  I 
will  comment  on  only  a  few  of  the  more  permanent  results. 

( 1 )  The  impetus  to  the  movement  for  municipal  ownership 
given  by  the  success  of  the  Hearst  campaign.     On  what  was 

probably  the  most  radical  platform  that  ever  won 
1806  Election,     ^^t  in  this  city  Mr.  Hearst  carried  tiie  Borough 

of  Brooklyn,  seating  Bird  S.  Coler  for  four  years 
as  Borough  President,  and  failed  by  less  than  4,000  votes  to 
carry  the  entire  city.  That  Hearst  so  nearly  won,  with  all  his 
handicaps,  indicates  a  condition  to  which  the  politicians  arc 
keenly  alive  and  which  demands  most  careful  and  unprejudiced 
consideration  from  those  who  are  disinterestedly  trying  to  im- 
prove city  conditions.  The  Hearst  uprising  indicates  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  voting  body  which  has  been  disgusted^  if  not  en- 
raged, at  the  exactions  of  the  public  service  corporations  and  is 
ready  to  turn  to  any  new  source  for  relief.  Neither  of  the  old 
parties  is  trusted,  for  the  abuses  complained  of  seem  to  this  ele- 
ment to  have  gone  on  alike  under  Republican,  Deniocratic  or 
Fusion  administrations.  Municipal  ownership  promises  relief, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  demand  for  it  will  lose  its  force  until  a 
trial  has  been  made  with  some  of  our  public  utilities.  The  influ* 
ence  of  the  Hearst  movement  upon  the  politicians  has  shown 
itself  chiefly  in  the  State  Legislature.     Many  members  of  both 

parties,  elected  presumably  as  conservatives,  are 
imicip  beginning  to  see  a  great  light.     They  insist  they 

always  did  believe  that  there  was  reason  for  this 
or  that  radical  policy  which,  a  few  months  ago,  they  would  have 
branded  as  socialism.  It  is  under  the  influence  of  this  sort  of 
reasoning  that  gas  legislation,  defeated  a  year  ago.  passed  both 
houses  this  year,  with  hardly  a  member  who  voted  against  it  in 
1905  daring  to  stand  by  his  original  position.  This  feeling  is,  of 
course,  most  apparent  now,  in  anticipation  of  the  coming  State 
election  in  November;  after  that  time  its  real  strength  can  be 
more  accurately  measured. 

(2)  The  second  permanent  result  of  the  campaign  of  1905  is 
the  demonstration  it  gave  of  tlie  complicated  character  of  our 
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The  Committee  of  Seventy  has  undertaken  to  see  that  the  new 
persona!  registration  law,  civil  service  law,  uniform  primaries 
law,  corrupt  practices  act,  etc.,  arc  rigidly  enforced.  It  v^ill 
make  an  examination  of  the  character  of  officers  who  are  ap* 
pointed  to  do  the  registering;  it  will  keep  a  close  watch  over  the 
performance  of  contracts  made  with  the  city,  and  will  inform  the 
public  as  to  whether  the  public  officers  are  doing  their  duty.  It 
has  also  actively  enlisted  its  members  in  the  work  of  obtaining 
still  more  legislation.  A  new  ballot  law  must  be  enacted ;  a  new 
criminal  court  must  be  established;  a  gas  and  electric  light  com- 
mission, and  a  similar  commission  to  oversee  the  building  of 
rapid  transit  lines,  with  power  to  regulate  rates,  are  needed; 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  itself  is  badly  in  need  of  reapportionment 
into  wards,  as  all  parts  of  the  city  are  not  properly  represented 
in  councils. 

The  Committee  of  Seventy  has  strong  financial  backing,  has 
become  thoroughly  organised  and  acquainted  with  its  work,  is 
composed  of  men  who  cannot  be  swerved  from 
the  path  of  duty,  either  by  threats  or  by  the 
arguments  of  political  tricksters,  and  whose  in* 
tegrity  is  above  question.  The  continued  existence  of  such  a 
committee,  with  such  purposes  and  with  such  power,  will,  we 
believe,  contribute  much  to  the  improvement  of  the  government 
of  Philadelphia^  particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  co- 
operation with  tliis  committee  there  is  a  large  body  of  indepen* 
dent  voters  who  are  capable  of  carrying  a  city  election. 

The  opportunity  for  securing  and  maintaining  a  righteous  city 
government  in  Philadelphia  is  far  better  than  ever  before;  with 
constant  vigilance  we  promise  that  it  shall  never  again  be  as  bad 
as  it  has  been,  and  we  intend  that  in  future  it  shall  be  far  better 
than  it  now  is* 


The  Committee 

of  Sevesty , 
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Mr  Hearst,  running  also  on  an  independent  ticket,  failed  of  elec- 
tion, indicate  an  almost  unprecedented  breaking  away  from  party 
dictation.  The  facts  of  the  campaign  are  so  well  known  that  I 
will  comment  on  only  a  few  of  the  more  permanent  results. 

(1)  The  impetus  to  the  movement  for  municipal  ownership 
given  by  the  success  of  the  Hearst  campaign.     On  what  was 

probably  the  most  radical  platform  that  ever  won 
1906  ElectioiL     otit  in  this  city  Mr.  Hearst  carried  the  Borough 

of  Brooklyn,  seating  Bird  S.  Coler  for  four  years 
as  Borough  President,  and  failed  by  less  than  4,000  votes  to 
carry  the  entire  city.  That  Hearst  so  nearly  won,  with  all  his 
handicaps,  indicates  a  condition  to  which  the  politicians  are 
keenly  alive  and  which  demands  most  careful  and  unprejudiced 
consideration  from  those  who  are  disinterestedly  trying  to  im- 
prove city  conditions.  The  Hearst  uprising  indicates  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  voting  body  which  has  been  disgusted,  if  not  en- 
raged, at  the  exactions  of  the  public  service  corporations  and  is 
ready  to  turn  to  any  new  source  for  relief.  Neither  of  the  old 
parties  is  trusted,  for  the  abuses  complained  of  seem  to  this  ele* 
ment  to  have  gone  on  alike  under  Republican,  Democratic  or 
Fusion  administrations.  Municipal  ownership  promises  relief, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  demand  for  it  wiU  lose  its  force  until  a 
trial  has  been  made  with  some  of  our  public  utilities.  The  influ- 
ence of  the  Hearst  movement  upon  the  politicians  has  shown 
itself  chiefly  in  the  State  Legislature.     Many  members  of  both 

parties,  elected  presumably  as  conservatives,  are 
OwttwSi^,  beginning  to  see  a  great  light     They  insist  they 

always  did  believe  that  there  was  reason  for  this 
or  that  radical  policy  which,  a  few  months  ago,  they  would  have 
branded  as  socialism.  It  is  under  the  influence  of  this  sort  of 
reasoning  that  gas  legislation,  defeated  a  year  ago,  passed  both 
houses  this  year,  with  hardly  a  member  who  voted  against  it  in 
1905  daring  to  stand  by  his  original  position.  This  feeling  is,  of 
course,  most  apparent  now,  in  anticipation  of  the  coming  State 
election  in  November;  after  that  time  its  real  strength  can  be 
more  accurately  measured. 

{2)  The  second  permanent  result  of  the  campaign  of  1905  is 
tlie  demonstration  it  gave  of  the  complicated  character  of  our 
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election  laws,  ingeniously  contrived  to  hinder  independent  nomi- 
nations and  independent  voting.  Tlie  absurdity  of  indirect  nomi- 
nations through  conventions  has  never  been  demonstrated  in  so 
spectacular  a  way  as  by  the  position  in  which 
the  Republican  party  in  the  city  found  itself 
when  an  overwhelming  public  sentiment  within 
the  party  repudiated  tts  convention's  handiwork  and  demanded 
the  substitution  of  Jerome  for  the  man  named  by  it  for  district 
attorney.  Such  a  substitution  proved  to  be  impossible  legally, 
and  every  man  therefore,  Republican  or  Democratic,  who  voted 
for  Jerome  had  to  split  his  ticket— a  step  which  had  been  so 
hedged  about  with  opportunities  for  technical  violation  of  the 
iaw  and  the  consequent  invalidating  of  the  ballot  that  it  had 
rarely  before  been  used  to  any  important  extent.  Thousands  of 
dollars  were  spent  by  the  Jerome  campaign  managers  in  street* 
car,  bill-board  and  newspaper  advertising,  to  explain  to  the  voters 
how  a  vote  might  be  split,  while  all  of  the  speakers  were  obliged 
to  include  similar  explanations  in  their  addresses. 

The  natural  result  of  such  a  campaign  was  a  spontaneous  de- 
mand for  a  revision  of  our  ballot  laws,  and  the  prospect  seemed 
bright  that  at  last  we  were  to  have  the  reform  which  had  been 
fought  for  for  years  by  the  City  Club  and  other  organizations. 
It  is  humiliating,  however^  to  be  obliged  to  record  practical  fail- 
ure. If  the  admirable  bills  prepared  by  the  newly-formed  Elec- 
tion Laws  Improvement  Association  had  been  ready  and  the 
Legislature  had  been  in  session  last  November  they  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  made  into  law,  but  the  public  very  quickly 
^K  loses  its  indignation  in  matters  of  admintstrsttion,  and  ballot  re* 
^H  form  seems  likely  to  be  sac  rifled  to  the  fear  of  Republican  lead- 
[  ers  lest  any  change  in  the  voting  system  may  cost  the  party  its 

^H  conlrol  of  the  State  in  the  coming  election.  A  scries  of  well- 
^B  conceived  Corrupt  Practices  amendments  seem  to  have  shared  the 
W  same  fate. 

I  (3)  A  third  result  of  the  election  of  1905  is  a  judicial  decision 

I  on  the  right  of  a  candidate  to  compel  the  opening  of  ballot-boxes 

I  for  the  purpose  of  a  recount.     Rumors  of  fraud  were  so  uni- 

I  versal  immediately  after  election  day  that  a  recount  became  im- 

I  perative.    This  was  begun  a  few  days  later,  when  the  void  bal- 
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lots  were  recounted  with  no  results  materially  aflFecting  the  issue, 
A  beginning  was  then  matle  in  the  recounting  of  ballots  accepted 
as  valid  when  a  decision  was  given  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  that 
no  right  existed  whereby  the  boxes  of  accepted 
ballots  might  be  opened  and  the  ballots  recounted, 
except  through  quo  warranto  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  a  contesting  candidate,  Thts  stopped  the  entire  process 
for  the  time  being  and  attention  was  turned  to  the  Legislature, 
which,  of  course,  by  subsequent  enactment  might  explicitly  estab- 
lish the  right  denied  by  this  decision,  and  might  even  make  the 
provisions  of  such  an  act  apply  to  the  recount  which  had  been 
interfered  with.  A  bill  accomplishing  this  was  favorably  re- 
ported by  an  Assembly  Committee  a  few  weeks  ago.  Its  chance 
of  passage  is  very  slight,  however,  and  Mr.  Hearst  has,  therefore, 
begun  quo  warranto  proceedings,  the  results  of  which,  in  view 
of  the  opportunities  for  delay  this  process  offers,  may  not  be 
known  for  some  months. 

In  the  steps  taken  to  provide  the  city  with  its  supply  of  water 
for  twenty-five  years  in  advance,  New  York  has  undertaken  what 
is  probably  the  greatest  and  most  important  engineering  work 
ever  attempted  by  any  municipality — ^if  import- 
Water  Snpply.  ance  is  measured  by  the  amount  of  money  in- 
volved. On  October  27,  1905,  the  Board  of 
Estimate  adopted  plans  for  this  extension  of  the  city's  water 
supply,  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  cost  $161,857,000,  nearly  as 
much  as  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Panama  Lock  Canal, 

The  ultimate  solution  of  the  problem  is  interesting  to  students 
of  municipal  administration  because  of  several  more  or  less  novel 
administrative  features,  described  later,  which  have  undoubtedly 
gained  considerable  favor  because  of  their  adoption  in  connec- 
tion with  this  great  public  work. 

The  need  of  speedy  action  in  this  matter  has  been  recognized 
for  at  least  a  dozen  years,  and  the  facts  necessary  for  such  action 
had  been  secured  before  Mayor  McDellan  came  into  office  in 
January,  1904,  through  the  investigation  of  an  expert  commis- 
liofii  headed  by  Professor  William  H.  Burr,  of  Columbia  Uni- 
ver«ity.  But  it  was  not  until  a  year  later  that  the  mayor  gave 
»ny  public  indication  of  his  attitude  in  the  matter.      This  delay 


FRED  S.  HALL  i6l 

proved  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  he  did  not  believe  a  public  work 
of  such  magnitude,  estimated  to  cover  certainly  ten  and  probably 
fifteen  years,  ought  to  be  carried  on  by  the  officials  of  a  city  de- 
partment changing  more  or  less  every  two  years  (which  was  then 
the  length  of  our  city  administration)  and  subject  to  all  the 
weaknesses  of  political  administration.  The  mayor's  answer, 
tlierefore,  to  tJie  demand  made  on  him  for  action,  was  a  bill  in* 
troduced  in  the  Legislature,  at  his  request,  early  in  January, 
1905,  providing  that  the  work  of  furnishing  the  city  with  the 
water  it  needed  should  be  carried  on  by  a  new  body — a  perma- 
nent local  board.  A  majority  of  the  joint  organizations  sup- 
ported this  bill,  which  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  after  a  hard 
struggle.  A  compromise  in  the  shape  of  a  supplementary  bill 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  general  State  Commission  in 
addition  to  the  local  conmiission  was,  however,  found  necessary, 
in  order  to  gain  the  votes  of  the  up-State  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, who  feared  that  their  local  sources  of  water  supply,  as 
well  as  the  water  power  used  for  their  mills,  would  be  endan- 
gered if  the  New  York  City  Board  had  unrestricted  rights  in 
this  regard,  as  given  to  it  in  the  original  form  of  the  bill. 

The  resulting  situation  is  a  litde  complex,  but  in  general  satis- 
factory, and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  is  a  fair  solution  of  a 
knotty  administrative  problem.      The  plans  of  the  local  board 
must  have  the  approval  both  of  the  Board  of 
SeitLtiott  E:stimate  and  of  the  State  Board  of  Water  Sup- 

ply before  work  may  be  begun.  Governor  Hig- 
gins  appointed  high-grade  men  as  members  of  the  State  Board, 
including  in  the  number  Dr.  Ernst  J.  Lederle,  health  commis- 
sioner under  ex-Mayor  Low^;  and  the  present  satisfactory  con- 
dition is  due,  to  a  considerable  degree,  to  the  fair  attitude  of  the 
State  Commission  toward  the  opposing  interests  of  which  it  is 
arbiter. 

/\ji  important  change  was  made  in  the  mayor's  bill  before  its 
passage.  Tlie  hi  I!  as  originally  drawn  contained  the  rather  un- 
usual provision  that  the  mayor  must  select  the  three  members  of 
this  board  (who  were  each  to  receive  $12\000  a  year  salary) 
from  names  presented  to  him  by  three  local  business  and  profes* 
sionat   organizations  named   in  the  bill.     This  "  non-partisan  *' 
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method  of  appoititment  was  removed,  however,  after  the  gov- 
ernor's counsel  had  given  his  opimon  that  this  provision  was  un- 
constitutional. Because  of  this  change  a  majority  of  the  joint 
organizations  withdrew  their  support,  believing  that  the  work 
could  be  just  as  well  done  by  the  appropriate  city  department  as 
by  a  board  whose  members  could  be  appointed,  if  any  mayor 
chose,  in  the  same  political  manner  as  the  heads  of  city  depart- 
ments.  Mayor  McClellan,  however,  clung  to  the  purpose  which 
had  led  him  to  include  the  "  non-partisan  "  provision  in  his  bill, 
by  actually  following  the  method  of  appointment  that  would 
have  been  required  had  the  bill  retained  its  original  provision  on 
the  subject.  The  three  business  organizations  named  in  the  bill 
were  asked  to  submit  names  to  the  mayor,  and  on  June  9,  1905, 
he  appointed  the  three  members  of  the  board  from  the  Hsls  so 
submitted.  The  Doard^s  appointments  of  engineers  and  profes- 
sional experts  have  been  of  a  verj*  high  order*  Mr,  John  Free- 
man, a  member  of  the  Burr  Commission  and  one  of  the  leading 
experts  of  the  country,  having  been  appointed  Chief  Consulting 
Engineer,  The  Board  is  doing  energetic  ami  on  the  whole,  ex- 
cellent work.  Its  plans,  based  largely  on  the  report  of  the  Burr 
Commission  above  referred  to,  have  just  received  the  approval 
of  the  State  Board,  and  there  is  good  prospect  that  this  great 
undertaking  is  to  be  carried  out  in  a  manner  which  will  be  a 
credit  to  the  city.  The  opportunities  for  scandal  were  great,  but 
the  enlightened  civic  spirit  which  is  show^ing  itself  more  and 
more  in  New  York  has  prevented  such  a  regrettable  outcome. 

The  agitation  of  this  question  has  resulted  in  a  change  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  State,  which  was  very  greatly  needed.  Un- 
der Article  V'lII,  Section  10,  no  city  can  bond  itself  for  more 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  valuation  of  its  real  estate.  It 
is  manifestly  absurd  to  include  revenue-producing  bonds  in  this 
calculation,  and  an  amendment  was,  therefore,  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  State  last  November  and  carried^  w^hich  specifically 
exempts  bonds  issued  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  works  for 
supplying  municipalities  with  water.  An  attempt  has  been  made 
in  the  Legislature  this  present  winter  to  pass  an  amendment 
making  this  exemption  cover  all  revenue-producing  bonds— a 
most  desirable  extension  of  the  principle  and  one  which  cannot 
be  long  delayed. 


FRED  S.  KALh  163 

After  years  of  patient  submi^ion  to  the  monopoly  which  con- 
trols its  supply  of  gas  and  electric  light,  New  York  has  finally 
rebelled,  and,  after  a  fight  of  over  a  year  and  a  half,  has  appar- 
ktly  won  out.      For  this,  iti  the  first  instance,  the  city  has  ex- 
kiayor  Low  to  thank*  for  it  was  his  commissioner  of  water,  gas 
and  electricity,  Robert  Grier  Monroe,  who  in  the  first  instance 

brought  to  public  attention  the  enormous  Im- 
I,|ghtiiig  position   of  the    monopoly's   rates    for  gas  and 

electric  light.  Believing  that  the  price  charged 
the  city  for  lighting  its  streets  and  public  places  was  unfair,  Com- 
niissioner  Monroe  refused  to  renew  contracts  previously  made, 
justifying  his  decision  by  detailed  statistics  showing  the  price  of 
gas  and  electricity  in  other  large  cities  of  the  country  similarly 
circumstanced  in  relation  to  their  supply  of  coal,  etc.  The  com- 
panies, however,  continued  to  furnish  the  city's  light  and  brought 
suit  for  the  payment  of  the  bills  which  the  Commissioner  had 
refused  to  approve.  This  deadlock  was  carried  on  into  the 
McOellan  administration,  but  was  little  noticed  until  late  in 
November^  1904,  when  the  citizens  of  New  York  were  amazed  to 
kam  that  the  new  Commissioner,  John  T.  Oakley,  under  most 
suspicious  circumstances,  had  signed  contracts  for  public  lighting 
on  terms  scarcely  any  better  than  those  refused  by  Commissioner 
Monroe.  This  disclosure  caused  great  excitement^  and  imme* 
diately  upon  the  opening  of  the  Legislature  in  1905  a  flood  of 
bills  was  introduced,  some  providing  for  the  establishment  of  a 
municipal  lighting  plant  by  the  cit>s  and  others  fixing  the  price 
of  gas  and  electricity  at  figures  more  or  less  below  those  at  pres- 
ent legally  established. 

The  Legislature  ultimately  decided  upon  an  investigating  com- 
mittee. This  committee,  of  which  Senator  Frederick  Stevens  was 
chairman,  engaged  as  its  counsel  Mr,  Charles  E>  Hughes,  under 
whose  able  direction  a  most  searching  inquiry  was  made.  Bills 
based  ujxjn  the  committee's  recommendations  were  pre:^cnted  to 
the  L^egislature  near  the  close  of  its  session,  providing  that  the 
public  and  the  city  alike  should  pay  not  more  than  75  cents  per 
1000  feet  for  gas,  and  fixing  for  lx>th  a  price  for  electricity  con* 
siderahly  below  the  existing  rate.  These  bills  were  all  passed 
except  that  fixing  the  price  of  gas  to  the  public,  which  was  dc- 
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featcd  under  most  stispicious  circumstances  in  the  Legislature, 
a  majority  of  one,  made  up  of  both  parties,  combining  to  vote 
against  it 

At  the  same  time,  however,  a  bill  was  passed  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  with  powers  of  supervision  over  aU 
lighting  corporttons  in  the  State,  and  the  additional  and  unasual 
power  of  investigating  the  character  of  the  ser- 
vice and  the  reasonableness  of  the  charges  of 
such  corporations  and  of  regulating  the  rates 
charged  within  certain  limits  prescribed  in  the  act.  Anticipating 
that  the  commission  might  not  fix  a  satisfactar>'  price  for  gas,  or 
that,  if  this  were  done,  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  might  He 
questioned,  Assemblyman  Agnew  introduced  a  bill  In  the  Legis- 
lature early  in  the  present  session,  which  has  now  become  a  law» 
fixing  the  price  of  gas  at  80  cents,  in  all  except  certain 
sparsely  settled  parts  of  the  city.  The  same  price  has  also  been 
established  in  Manhattan  by  order  of  the  Commission.  This 
happy  outcome  is  a  great  victory  for  the  people.  The  companies 
have  announced  that  they  will  contest  the  constitutionality  of  the 
law  passed  by  the  Legislature  fixing  the  price  of  gas,  but  it  does 
not  seem  probable  that  their  contention  will  be  upheld.  In  the 
meanwhile,  unless  restraining  judicial  orders  are  secured,  the 
price  of  gas  will  become  80  cents  per  1000  feet  on  the  first  of 
May  next. 

An  important  administrative  change  has  been  accomplished 
during  the  past  twelve  months  in  regard  to  the  granting  of 
franchises.  The  franchise  granting  power  has  for  a  number  of 
years  been  exercised  jointly  by  the  Board  of 
Estimate  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This 
latter  body  has  long  been  thoroughly  discred- 
ited, and  its  handling  of  franchise  applications  has  been  the 
source  of  repeated  and  serious  scandals,  these  having  been  held 
up  for  months,  and  at  times  for  more  than  a  year,  in  a  manner 
suggesting  one  thing  only.  Because  of  this  abuse  of  its  powers, 
a  law  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1905  placing  the  most 
important  of  these  franchise  powers  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  This  law  was  secured 
largely  through  the  efforts  of  transportation  corporations  whose 
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applications  had  been  held  up  without  explanation  for  long 
periods,  but  it  was  also  supported  by  many  of  the  civic  organ- 
izations in  the  conviction  that  far  better  results,  all  things  con- 
sidered, would  be  secured  under  the  change  proposed.  Other 
civic  organizations,  however,  clinging  to  the  theory  that  the 
Aldermen  are  peculiarly  the  representatives  of  the  people,  de- 
nounced the  bill  as  a  dangerous  form  of  centralization,  tending 
to  create  a  bureaucratic  form  of  government,  and  likely,  there- 
fore, in  the  end^ — because  of  tlie  precedent  established — to  be  the 
cause  of  more  harm  than  good.  The  constitutionality  of  the 
law,  has  just  been  upheld  by  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

An  immediate  result  of  the  passage  of  this  act  was  a  great  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  applications  for  franchises,  the  conclu- 
sion being  forced  inevitably  that  the  reason  these  had  not  been 
so  numerous  previously  was  the  belief  that  no  applications  would 
have  fair  consideration  when  they  reached  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Coinddent  with  the  passage  of  this  act  a  bill,  drafted  by  the 
City  CIub»  was  passed  making  it  obligatory  for  the  Board  of 
Estimate  to  advertise  and  give  public  hearings  before  taking 
final  action  on  any  franchises. 

In  this  connection,  attention  should  be  called  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  important  bureau  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller — 
the  Bureau  of  Franchises;  and  what  is  more  important  for  im- 
mediate purposes,  the  appointment  in  charge  of  this  bureau  of  a 
man,  Harry  R.  Nichols,  whose  sole  purpose  seems  to  be  to  secure 
proper  consideration  of  the  side  of  the  city  in  the  matter  of  all 
franchise  grants.  Applications  for  franchises  made  to  the  Board 
of  Estimate  and  Apix>rtionment  are  now  regularly  referred  to 
tliis  bureau  for  investigation  and  report.  These  reports  are 
printed  and  presented  to  the  Board  of  Estimate,  and  may  also  be 
had  upon  application  by  outsiders  who  may  be  interested.  The 
publicity  of  this  procedure  is  a  very  great  advance  for  the  cause 
of  good  government.  Seven  reports  of  from  20  to  30  printed 
f^cs  each  have  been  made  by  this  bureau  since  September  11, 
1905.  Each  of  these  reports  attempts  to  cover  the  complete  fran- 
chise history  of  the  petitioning  corporation  in  so  far  as  it  is 
affected  by  the  pending  application  of  this  corporation,  with  the 
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terms  of  its  existing  franc hises*  together  with  recommendations 
as  to  the  terms  which  should  be  stipulated  in  the  franchise  to  be 
granted.  Although  none  of  the  franchises  petitioned  for  since 
the  Board  of  Estimate  has  had  this  power  exclusively  have  yet 
been  granted,  because  of  the  contest  on  the  constitutionality  of 
the  act^  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  city  has  never  had  so  intelligent 
a  policy  in  this  regard,  for,  although  the  terms  specified  in  the 
reports  of  the  Bureau  of  PVaochises  may  not  be  adopted  in  all 
respects,  they  stand  as  a  matter  of  record,  and  are  undoubtedly 
of  very  great  weight  in  influencing  the  terms  upon  which  the 
franchises  will  ultimately  be  granted,  if  granted  at  all  by  the 
Board. 

The  success  of  the  present  subway,  in  spite  of  certain  draw- 
backs, notably,  at  times,  the  unnatural  state  of  the  air,  has  been 
so  generally  conceded  that  public  opinion  is  unanimous  that  all 
further  rapid  transit  extensions  within  the  biii It- 
Subways,  up  parts  of  the  city  must  be  of  this  charactor. 
The  Rapid  Transit  Commission  has,  therefore, 
been  actively  at  work  planning  for  the  city's  future  needs  in  tbis 
direction.  Its  large  force  of  engineers  has  made  the  necessary 
surveys,  borings,  etc.,  and  has  prepared  detailed  plans  covering 
about  twenty  different  subway  routes  extending,  in  all,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  1 60  miles,  and  estimated  to  cost  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  three  humlred  million  dollars.  These  plans  have  now 
been  formally  approved  by  the  Rapid  Transit  Commission  and 
by  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apjsortionment 

The  terms  on  which  the  contracts  for  these  subways  are 
granted  is  a  matter  of  vital  concern  to  our  city,  and  has  been  the 
cause  of  one  of  the  most  bitter  fights  in  this  year's  legislature. 
Space  will  not  permit  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  intricacies 
of  tliis  fight,  which  has  been  intensified,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the 
merger  of  tlie  two  great  traction  systems  in  Manhattan — systems 
which  had  announced  their  intention  of  bidding  against  each 
other  for  the  new  subways — ^and  on  the  other  hand  by  the  devel- 
opment of  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  municipal  ownership 
and  operation. 

The  present  subway  was  constructed  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Rapid  Transit  Commission^  acting  under  the  authority  of  a 
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special  act,  whtch  laid  down  in  considerable  detail  the  powers  o£ 
the  Commission   in  relation  to  advertising  and 
The  Bapid  kiting  contracts  both  for  construction  and  oper- 

CAmmijiftiAti  ation*      Even  before  this  subway  was  opened, 

however,  it  became  apparent  that  big  profits 
would  be  earned,  and  that  the  terms  of  compensation  exacted 
were  altogether  below  what  they  should  have  been.  It  is  not 
fair,  however,  to  criticise  tlie  inenibers  of  the  Rapid  Transit  Com- 
mission for  this.  The  construction  of  the  subway  at  all  was 
accomplished  only  by  the  untiring  efforts  of  these  gentlemen  in 
the  face  of  continuous  ridicule  of  any  scheme  for  transit  through 
a  **  hole  in  the  ground/'  and  in  spite  of  local  and  constitutional 
obstacles  thrown  in  their  way.  It  is  probable  that  if  any  more 
stringent  terms  had  been  exacted,  capital  could  not  have  been 
induced  to  undertake  the  work.  The  snccess  of  the  undertaking 
has,  however,  naturally  caused  a  widespread  demand  that  much 
better  terms  for  the  city  be  required  in  the  letting  of  future  con* 
tracts.  In  response  to  this  feeling,  a  bill,  drafted  by  represen- 
tatives of  the  Citizens'  Union  and  known  as  the  Elsberg  Rapid 
Transit  Bill,  has  been  introduced  in  the  Legislature  for  four 
years  in  succession.  It  is  about  this  bill,  which  is  now  before 
the  mayor,*  that  the  contest  was  waged.  Among  the  provisions 
which  are  of  interest  to  persons  from  outside  New  York  City  is 
diat  which  appeared  in  the  bill  as  first  introduced,  to  the 
effect  that  contracts  for  construction  must  be  advertised  for 
and  let  separately  from  contracts  for  equipment  and  operation* 
This  restriction  on  the  powers  of  the  Rapid  Transit  Comtnission 
was  suggested  in  the  belief  that  several  bidders  could  be  secured 
willing  to  undertake  the  construction  of  a  subway,  while  probably 
only  one  bidder,  the  Interborough  Company,  controlling  the 
present  subway^  is  in  a  financial  position  to  bid  for  both  con- 
struction and  operation.  The  provision  in  the  minds  of  its  advo- 
cates was  a  means  to  insure  comix*tition,  and  therefore  better 
terms  for  the  city.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued  by  those 
who  opposed  this  change  that  if  the  corporation  that  dug  the 
subway  was  obliged  also  to  operate  it,  the  result  would  be  that 
as  rapid  work  as  possible  would  be  done  in  order  the  sooner  to 
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enjoy  the  profits  of  operation,  and  as  thorough  work  as  possible 
in  order  to  avoid  damage  charges  which  would  result  from  acci- 
dents caused  by  careless  work.  The  construction  of  the  present 
subway  seems  to  have  justified  this  theory,  for  it  was  completed 
several  weeks  earher  than  required  by  the  contract,  a  most  re- 
markable record  when  the  experimental  character  of  the  work  is 
considered. 

This  particular  phase  of  the  problem  has  been  settled  in  what 
is  probably  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  The  bill  as  amended  no 
longer  renders  it  obligatory  on  the  Rapid  Transit  Commission, 
as  under  the  old  law,  to  let  its  contracts  for  construction  and 
operation  together,  nor  is  the  Commission  obliged  to  let  them 
separately.  The  decision  in  all  cases  is  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Board  of  Estimate  and  the  Rapid  Transit  Commission,  Be- 
side being  a  victory  for  a  sane,  conservative  policy  of  dealing 
with  each  case  according  to  its  attendant  circumstances,  it  will 
be  observed  that  this  is  a  victory  for  municipal  home  rule,  for  it 
wolild  have  been  the  height  of  folly  for  the  State  Legislature  to 
tie  the  hands  of  its  local  officials  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 

The  bill  also  provides  for  the  construction  of  galleries  in 
future  subways,  to  be  used  for  sewer,  water  and  gas  pipes  and 
for  the  various  electric  light  wires.  This  provision  has  been  very 
much  opposed  by  tlie  corporations  which  control  the  existing 
electric  wire  conduits,  and  its  enactment  into  law  will  un* 
doubtedly  furnish  the  city  with  a  powerful  means  by  which  to 
control  the  lighting  situation  in  this  city. 

In  the  matter  of  city  ownership  and  operation,  the  bill  pro- 
vides that  in  the  event  that  unsatisfactory  bids  are  received  for 
the  construction,  equipment  or  operation  of  a  subway,  the  city 
may  itself  undertake  any  or  all  of  these  functions.  The  city, 
therefore,  has  now  an  alternative,  and  it  is  argued  in  some  quar- 
ters that  its  mere  possession  by  the  city  will  result  in  better 
terms  being  offered  by  the  monopoly,  which,  under  other  con- 
ditions, would  naturally  assume  that  it  had  the  city  at  its  mercy. 

The  agitation  in  connection  with  this  bill  during  the  last  four 
years  and  the  hostility  against  the  Rapid  Transit  Commission 
which  has  been  aroused,  have  led  to  attempts  to  legislate  it  out 
of  existence.    This  Commission  is  a  body  of  eight  men,  made  up 


of  the  mayor,  comptroller,  and  six  other  members  named  orig- 
inally  in  the  act  to  serve  until  their  death  or  resignation,  the 
Commissioners  having  the  power  to  name  their  successors. 
Those  who  would  abolish  the  Commission  have  argued  that  a 
body  which  is  self-perpetuating,  and  therefore  responsible  at  no 
point  to  the  voters  of  the  city,  is  entirely  out  of  place  in  a  demo- 
cratic system  of  government.  Compromising  with  this  feeling, 
the  Legislature  incorporated  an  amendment  in  the  Elsberg  Bill 
which  provides  that,  as  the  present  members  of  the  Commission 
resign  or  die,  their  successors  shall  be  appointed  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city.  The  Commission  will  now,  therefore,  gradually  be- 
come responsible  directly  to  the  city  administration. 

New  York  has  often  been  charged  with  provincialism — with  a 
"nothing  to  learn  from  other  cities*'  attitude— and  I  fear  we  must 
admit  the  truth  of  this  charge.  One  result,  however,  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  League  held  in  our  city  last  year»  has  been 
an  increased  interest  in  the  way  other  cities— notably  Chicago 
and  Philadelphia — are  solving  the  very  problems  we  are  obliged 
to  face.  The  representatives  of  New  York  who  are  here  to-day 
welcome,  therefore,  the  reports  from  other  cities  which  are  being 
presented,  and  beg  to  express  the  hope  that  this  brief  mention  of 
our  own  experiences  may  not  be  witliout  value  to  others. 


Portland,  Maine,  and  Mayor  Baxter/ 

A  city  which  possesses  citizens  interested  in  its  true  growth 
and  prosperity  may  count  itself  happy  and  doubly  happy  if  it 
possesses  citizens  who  are  willing  to  devote  themselves  person- 
ally to  these  ends. 

Unfortunately  in  an  age  when  men  are  strugghng  more  strenu- 
ously than  ever  before  for  wealth,  many  who  would  otherwise 
recognize  their  public  duties,  are  so  engrossed  in  their  own 
affairs,  as  to  wholly  lose  sight  of  them,  thereby  leaving  the  field 
open  to  incompetent  and  selfish  men  to  whom  the  public  welfare 
is  something  of  too  abstract  a  nature  to  be  considered,  and  to 
whom  graft  is  ever  so  present  a  reality,  as  to  be  a  legitimate  ob- 
ject of  ambition:  thus  communities  suffer  until  conditions  become 
so  bad  that  the  public  is  awakened,  and  a  revolution  is  the  result. 
These  revolutions,  however,  while  they  purify  the  political  at- 
mosphere for  a  time,  soon  spend  their  force  and  old  conditions 
again  prevail  Such  movements  therefore  fail  to  produce  per- 
manent results,  which  can  only  be  attained  by  the  well  directed 
and  persistent  efforts  of  the  best  and  wisest  men  in  a  community, 
and  such  results  are  worthy  of  such  efforts. 

It  was  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  such  efforts  by  educat- 
ing  citizens  in  their  public  duties  that  the  National  Municipal 
League  was  organized,  and  the  far-reaching  results  which  it  has 
already  attained  is  the  warrant  for  its  continued  existence. 

In  the  course  of  its  work  it  has  had  occasion  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  civic  condition  of  the  principal  cities  of  the 
Union,  and,  on  several  occasions,  has  been  able  to  speak  in  terms 
of  commendation  of  individuals,  who,  rising  above  selfish  con- 


*  This  account  of  Mayor  Baxter's  services  was  prepared  at  ihe  request 
ol  the  Secretary  by  one  who  had  fuU  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  some 
connection  with  them,  but  who  felt  he  could  write  more  fully  if  permitted 
lo  write  anonymously.  The  story  is  so  sttmulating  that  the  Editor  feels 
justified  in  making  an  exception  in  its  favor. — Tnt  EpitoR. 

(170) 


lAYOR  BAXTER 


m 


James  P.  Baxter, 


siderations,  have  devoted  their  best  energies  to  the  public  welfare. 
One  of  these  cities  is  Portland,  Matnc,  which  has  been  particu- 
larly fortunate  in  possessing  a  citizen,  who,  more  than  any  other 
man  in  his  generation,  has  devoted  himself  in  many  ways  to 
her  welfare. 

This  citizen  is  James  P.  Baxter,  who  has  attained  much  more 
than  local  fame  by  what  he  has  accomplished.  Founder  of  the 
Associated  Charities  of  Portland,  and  Portland 
Society  of  Art  and  their  long-time  president: 
President  of  the  Portland  Public  Library  for  which  he  erected 
a  magnificent  buiiding  of  red  freestone,  and  presented  it  to  the 
dty:  President  Hkewise  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society;  the 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society  *  the  Portland  Sa%^* 
tngs  Bank:  tlie  Portland  Benevolent  Society  and  other  charitable 
organizations ;  overseer  of  Bowdoiu  College  and  six  times  Mayor 
of  Portland ;  these  are  but  a  few  of  the  interests,  all  of  a  public 
nature,  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  time  and  talents ;  and  speak- 
ing of  the  latter,  the  collegiate  honors  which  have  been  bestowed 
upon  him  are  evidences  of  their  high  character:  though  Mr. 
Baxter's  historical  works  (the  last  of  %vhich,  **  The  Life  and 
Voyages  of  Jacques  Cartier  "  published  by  Dodd,  Mead  &  Com- 
pany, and  which  has  more  than  national  fame,  having  been 
largely  sold  abroad )  amply  attest  it. 

In  1893  a  quiet  but  strong  movement  for  civic  reform  began  in 
Portland,  which  like  many  other  cities  had  had  too  much  boss 
rule,  tliough  not  of  that  extreme  sort  whicli  had  come  to  public 
attention  in  larger  cities,  and  Mr.  Baxter  was  prevailed  upon, 
though  much  against  his  wishes,  having  frequently  refused  pub- 
lic honors  which  had  been  tendered  him,  to  accept  a  mayoralty 
nomination.  The  result  was  an  election,  and  with  him  were 
elected  to  tlie  City  Council  several  business  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  ability.  These  men  became  his  confidants  and  the  sup- 
potters  of  his  policies. 

One  of  the  first  public  acts  of  Mayor  Baxter 
upon  entering  office  was  to  devote  his  salary  to 
the  ij>tro(luction  of  mamial  training  into  the  public 
schools-  He  had  been  in*tcrcsted  for  several  years  in  such  a  school 
maintained  in  the  Portland  Fraternity,  a  benevolent  institution 
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of  which  he  was  a  director,  and  having  seen  the  benefits  accru- 
ing to  the  boys  who  availed  themselves  of  its  privileges,  had  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  extend  these  benefits  to  the  pupils  in  the 
public  schools.  Of  course  there  was  opposition  from  the  ultra 
conservative,  but  the  Mayor  established  his  school,  which  in  a  short 
time  proved  its  right  to  existence,  and  to-day  manual  training  is 
carried  on  by  competent  teachers  in  a  building  of  its  own,  built 
and  presented  to  the  city  by  the  trustees  of  an  estate,  one  of  whom 
was  Mn  Baxter  himself. 

An  incident,  however,  connected  w^ith  this  building  is  worth 
relating,  as  showing  the  pettiness  of  city  politics.  Mr,  Baxter 
had  labored  for  months  to  get  his  co-tnistees  interested  in  erect- 
ing a  building  for  manual  training.  Finally  plans  were  pro- 
cured and  submitted  to  the  school  committee,  and  when  approved. 
bids  were  solicited,  the  lowest  being  $30,000.  The  offer  was 
then  made  to  the  City  Council  to  erect  the  building  and  present 
it  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Baxter  had  already  furnished  a  portion  of  the  equip- 
ments and  was  to  see  that  it  was  completely  equipped  without 
cost  to  the  city.  At  this  time  certain  political  influences  had  be- 
come active  against  him,  and  the  word  was  passed  around  to  de- 
feat everything  which  he  advocated.  He  was  becoming  danger- 
ously popular  and  had  been  an  ever-present  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  schemes.  The  result  was  tliat  when  the  ofJer  of  the  trustees 
came  before  the  City  Council  a  majority  was  found  opposed  to  its 
acceptance,  and  it  was  rejected,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
acts  ever  performed  by  a  city  government.  The  Trustees  were 
therefore  compelled  to  withdraw  their  generous  offer,  and  the 
incident  was  closed. 

But  public  opinion  begun  to  have  its  effect,  and  some  months 
later,  Mr.  Baxter  being  no  longer  Mayor,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Council,  who  voted  adversely  to  the  gift,  frankly  stated  to 
him  that  political  considerations  had  determined  his  vote,  but  that 
he  had  always  regretted  it,  and  suggested  that  the  o6fer  be  re- 
newed assuring  him  that  it  would  be  accepted.  Again  Mr. 
Baxter  took  up  the  matter  with  his  associates,  who  naturally 
resenting  the  refusal  of  their  beneficence^  were  not  inclined  to  re- 
new the  offer.     At  last,  however,  they  consented  to  appropriate 
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towards  erecting  the  proposed  building  and  a  check  was 
for  that  amount  and  promptly  accepted  by  the  City  Coun- 
ciL  The  building,  however,  was  not  completed  as  designed.  It 
was  shorn  of  one  story,  since  greatly  needed ;  yet  it  cost  the 
city  $30,000,  just  what  the  building  as  originally  designed  was 
to  have  cost  the  Trustees,  and  the  city  has  yet  to  put  on  an- 
other story. 

Portland's  single  high  school  occupied  an  old  building,  un- 
sanitao'  and  for  years  under  the  condemnation  of  the  Board  of 
Health  but  it  had  seemed  impossible  to  provide  the  necessary 
funds  for  a  new  building,  the  city  indebtedness  having  reached  its 
legal  limit  before  his  assumption  of  office,  and  the  tax  rate  was 
considered  to  be  sufficiently  high ;  but  without  hesitation  the 
Mayor  secured  plans  for  a  new  building,  and  a  year  later  Port- 
land possessed  one  of  the  most  completely  equipped  school  build* 
ings  in  New  England,  as  it  was  pronounced  to  be  by  educators 
from  abroad  who  visited  it  for  inspection.  There  was  but  one 
public  Kindergarten  school  in  the  city  and  Mr.  Baxter  estab- 
lished another  during  his  seaand  year  in  office,  paying  for  its 
maintenance  himself. 

The  city  possessed  a  Poor  Farm  in  its  immediate  suburbs  which 
had  lain  idle  for  many  years,  and  would  no  doubt  have  been 
sold  in  the  lump  for  an  insignificant  sum*  as  it 
offered  a  tempting  *'  scoop "  for  the  class  of 
.speculators  who  have  influence  with  city  governments^  one  such 
man  having  already  advocated  its  sale  and  stated  the  price  he 
was  willing  to  pay  for  it. 

The  Mayor,  himself  largely  interested  in  real  estate,  and  thor- 
Dughly  understanding  how  to  handle  such  property;  gave  his  at- 
tention to  this.  A  plan  was  made,  streets  laid  out,  graded  and 
paved,  sewers  built,  and  then  the  lots  were  offered  for  building 
at  half  the  price  asked  for  similar  lots  in  the  vicinity  with  the 
proviso  that  a  house  not  costing  less  than  $2000  should  be  erected 
within  two  years  upon  each  lot  purchased.  The  result  was  a 
rush  tor  lots  and  to-day  this  track  of  land  is  almost  entirely  cov- 
ered with  pleasant  homeSt  nearly  all  occupied  by  their  owners,  and 
has  become  one  of  Portland's  most  attractive  suburbs.  This 
transaction  not  only  netted  the  city  several  times  more  than  the 


Tbe  Poor  Farm. 


174 


PORTLAND,  MAINE, 


land  would  have  brought  in  the  lump  but  has  already  added 

$200,000  to  its  tax  list.  Yet  while  the  work  of  building  the 
streets  and  sewers  was  going  on,  wiseacres  shook  their  heads  and 
declared  that  the  money  was  being  wasted  as  nobody  would  build 
on  the  old  Poor  Farm. 

Complaints  were  being  made  of  the  State  military  companies 
for  which  the  City  was  conipelled  by  law  to  furnish  quarters. 
These  companies,  belonging  to  the  National 
ComDftniefl^  Guard,  were  housed  in  the  lofts  of  unused  or 
partially  unused  buildings.  The  men  were  dis- 
satisfied and  being  out  of  sight  had  things  pretty  much  their  own 
way.  The  Mayor,  among  other  things,  had  introduced  the  use 
of  memorandum  books  by  the  patrol  men,  in  which  they  were 
required  to  note  everything  unusual  which  they  observed  on  their 
beats.  Kegs  of  beer  were  reported  being  dehvered  at  the  sold- 
icr*s  quarters,  and  other  irregularities  noted,  injurious  to  the 
morals  and  discipline  of  the  men.  The  Adjutant  General  was 
invited  by  the  Mayor  to  a  conference  and  asked  if  conditions 
might  not  be  improved.  The  reply  was  that  this  was  well  nigh 
impossible,  so  scattered  were  the  men  in  out-of-the-way  places 
amid  surroundings  inviting  disorder.  The  Mayor  asked  if  he 
thought  tt  would  improve  the  morals  of  the  men  if  they  had  a 
good  armory  in  a  central  part  of  the  city  where  they  would  be 
under  the  public  eye.  "  Undoubtedly/'  was  the  reply,  *'  but  we 
have  never  considered  it  possible  to  have  an  armory." 

"  1  believe  "  said  the  Mayor,  "  that  I  can  supply  you  with  one, 
though  it  will  be  for  a  time  about  the  most  unpopular  thing  I  can 
undertake,"  and  he  ordered  plans  to  be  made,  which  a  few  weeks 
later  he  submitted  to  the  Adjutant  General  and  some  of  the  chief 
officers  of  the  National  Guards  and  as  soon  as  they  were  approved 
he  secured  an  appropriation  and  the  passage  of  an  order  to  erect 
an  armory  and  auditorium  to  be  used  at  stated  times  for  the 
drill  of  the  men,  and  at  other  times  by  the  city  for  fairs  and 
otlier  purposes  requiring  large  space.  Within  a  year  the  armory 
was  completed  and  the  companies  of  the  National  Guard  com- 
fortably housed  in  it.  It  is  a  building  of  imposing  character, 
designed  by  a  local  architect,  and  to-day  Portland  possesses  a 
military  organization  second  to  none  in  New  England. 


I 


Some  of  the  Mayor's  friends  say  that  bridges  have  heen  his 
only  Waterloo,  and  he  has  reason  to  be  somewhat  superstitious 
about  them  himself.    For  years  Tu key's  Bridge 

^  at  the  Northern  entrance  to  the  City,  buih  nearly 

a  century  a^o,  had  been  considered  a  disgrace  to  the  City,  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  Vaughan's  Bridge  at  its  Western  entrance. 
Old  bridges  are  a  God-send  to  a  certain  class  of  politicians  for 
little  games  of  hide  and  seek^  as  they  afford  almost  unlimited 
opportunities  for  jobs,  or  to  use  an  expressive  term  "  hash/' 

In  spite  of  the  condition  of  the  first  named  bridge  in  particu- 
lar, no  city  government  had  cared  to  grapple  with  the  troubles 
which  the  rebuilding  of  it  was  sure  to  entail,  but  the  Mayor  was 
used  to  handling  large  building  enterprises,  and  did  not  balk  at 
this,  so  he  proceeded  to  procure  drawings  and  estimates,  marked 
out  his  plan  for  financing  the  undertaking,  built  a  temporary  struc- 
ture to  accommodate  travel  during  the  rebuilding  and  began  work 
on  the  piers,  which  were  rapidly  progressing  toward  completion 
when  a  new  election  drew  near,  and  here  was  where  the  dis* 
gruntled  politicians  were  able  to  get  in  their  work.  The  Mayor 
was  defeated  in  the  nominating  caucuses  by  a  few  votes,  and  the 
bridge  was  left  to  be  completed  by  his  successor. 

There  was  wide-spread  disappointment  at  his  defeat,  and  at 
a  later  election  he  was  urged  to  accept  a  nomination.  Meantime 
Vayghaji's  Bridge  was  being  annually  "  repaired/'  altliough  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  pronounced  it  unsafe.  Members 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  others  interested  in  the  business 
growth  of  the  City,  said,  "  If  we  can  get  Baxter  we  shall  get  a 
new  V'aughan's  Bridge."  At  last  they  prevailed  upon  him  to 
accept  another  nomination.  His  preceding  term  of  service  to 
the  City  had  covered  four  years,  and  he  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority. 

As  soon  as  he  was  settled  in  office  he  ordered  surveys  and 
tests  of  the  proposed  location  of  the  bridge  to  be  matle.  To 
finance  the  undertaking  required  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  did  not  convene  for  a  numl>er  of  months^  but  everything 
was  got  really,  and  when  the  necessary  legislation  was  secured, 
pkns  were  adopted,  a  contract  made  with  the  New  Jersey  Bridge 
Company,  and  I Vo lessor  Burr  of  Columbia  College  engaged  as 
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consulting  engineer  to  take  charge  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge. 
Nothing  more  was  wanted  but  to  watch  proceedings  and  prevent 
*'  extras  "  from  getting  Into  the  account.  But  now,  as  in  the 
former  case,  another  election  came  on,  and  Mayor  Baxter,  whose 
election  was  not  doubted  by  his  friends,  was  defeated  by  a  small 
number  of  votes,  just  about  enough,  it  is  said,  to  represent  the 
people  disgruntled  by  the  bridge  question,  though  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  large  majority  by  which  he  had  been  previously 
elected  was  lost  by  the  so-called  Sturgis'  Law,  passed  by  the 
State  Legislature  by  a  Republican  vote  to  eflFect  a  better  en- 
forcement of  the  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law,  and  which  caused  dis- 
affection in  the  Republican  Party. 

One  cannot,  therefore,  be  surprised  that  Mr  Baxter's  friends 
joke  htm  on  the  subject  of  bridges.  The  people  of  Portland, 
however,  have  two  first-class  new  bridges  which  they  would  not 
probably  have  had  for  many  years  but  for  him,  though  the  men 
in  power  at  their  completion  get  the  popular  credit  for  them. 

But  Mr.  Baxter's  greatest  work,  and  that  for 
which  his  administration  of  Portland's  civic  af- 
fairs will  be  longest  remembered  is  his  park 
system,  which  he  himself  originated  and  planned  to  the  small- 
est detail. 

At  the  time  he  entered  the  Mayor's  office,  Portland  possessed 
its  Fort  Allen  Park  overlooking  the  harbor;  its  Western  Pro- 
menade, Lincoln  and  Dee  ring  Parks.  It  owned  no  land  along 
its  Eastern  Promenade,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  drives  near  the 
City-  Fort  Allen  Park  had  been  partially  graded  but  never  fin- 
ished. The  Western  Promenade,  however,  had  been  tastefully 
laid  out  and  improved,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Lincoln 
Park  and  the  Oaks.  This  was  all  that  the  City  possessed  in  the 
way  of  park  improvements.  It,  however,  had  an  excellent  Park 
Commission,  who  had  accomplished  wonders  with  the  small 
amount  of  funds  placed  by  past  city  governments  at  its  disposal^ 
but  it  had  always  been  handicapped  in  its  work.  With  Mr. 
Baxter  at  the  head  of  affairs  everything  was  changed,  and  funds 
were  soon  supplied  to  improve  Fort  Allen  Park,  the  appearance 
of  which  in  a  few  months  was  entirely  changed.  Land  adjoining 
the  Oaks,  greatly  needed  for  its  extension  and  ever  in  danger 
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of  beingf  sold  and  covered  with  objectionabie  structures,  was  pur- 
hased  on  a  long  term  of  years  payable  in  small  annual  instal- 
ments. Land  also  much  needed  adjoining  the  Western  Promen- 
-  ade  was  acquired  by  exchange  and  then  Mr,  Baxter  began  the 
acquisition  of  land  on  tlie  Eastern  Promenade  and  also  of  land  to 
connect  the  various  and  widely  separated  parts  of  his  park 
system.  This  system  contemplated  a  boulevard  around  Back 
Bay,  and  by  Mr.  Baxter's  persistent  efforts,  the  owners  of  land 
about  the  Bay  were  induced  to  give  the  land  necessary  for  the 
Boulevard.  To  interest  and  educate  city  oflBcials  in  park  lore, 
the  Mayor  took  the  entire  City  Council  to  Boston  and  enter- 
tained them  at  his  own  expense,  that  they  might  study  Boston's 
splendid  park  system.  Later,  that  the  citizens  of  Portland  might 
fully  understand  the  park  system  he  had  devised,  and  what  he 
had  done  toward  securing  its  completion,  he  wrote  a  book  on  the 
park  system  of  Portland,  embellished  with  beautiful  plans  and 
views.     This  book  is  dedicated  '*  To  the  Citizens  of  Portland/' 

Space  does  not  admit  a  detailed  account  of  all  that  Mayor 
Baxter  has  accomplished  for  Portland.  It  was  his  work  that 
caused  the  annexation  of  Deering,  the  particulars  of  which,  as 
told  by  one  who  had  part  in  it,  are  extremely  interesting. 
And  it  was  he  who  brought  the  Maine  Historical  Society  to  Port- 
land.and  installed  it  in  quarters  in  the  Library  Building  which  he 
built,  and  then  went  to  work  to  secure  the  gift  of  the  Long- 
fellow House  for  the  Society,  the  most  interesting  show  place 
which  Portland  possesses  for  its  summer  visitors.  He  spent 
years  in  endeavors  to  procure  a  new  charter  for  the  city  drawn 
on  modem  lines ;  but  his  charter,  referred  by  the  Legislature  to 
popular  vote,  failed  of  adoption.  Twice  he  succeeded  in  getting 
a  bill  through  the  Legislature  establishing  a  single  board  of  the 
city  council,  to  which  only  one  member  was  to  be  elected  from 
each  ward  annually,  as  this  he  believed  would  secure  a  govern- 
ment composed  of  men  most  conspicuous  for  merit  in  their  wards. 
In  each  case,  as  in  the  case  of  the  charter,  the  Legislature  re- 
ferred the  question  to  the  people  and  it  was  not  sustained,  not  be- 
cause of  unpopularity,  but  because  a  few  politicians  who  were 
interested  in  preserving  the  old  order  got  out  their  vote,  and  the 
gond  citizens,  most  of  them  really  in  favor  of  it,  forgot  to  at- 
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tend  the  polls.  This  has  been  the  weak  spot  in  the  referendum 
in  Portland,  In  every  case  the  citizens  at  large  have  neglected 
their  interests  while  the  politicians  have  remembered  theirs. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of  Mayor  Baxter's  first  ad- 
ministration, the  breaking  up  of  the  job  system,  stirred  up  the 
most  feeling  against  him.  Upon  entering  office 
he  was  worried  by  men  expecting  jobs  in  public 
buildings  and  other  city  work  for  political  ser- 
vice. This  system  had  for  some  time  been  in  vogue.  Recogniz- 
ing this  as  a  form  of  graft,  he  first  prevailed  upon  the  Public 
Buildings'  Committee,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  to  advertise 
all  jobs  for  competitive  bids.  This  system  was  soon  extended  to 
other  departments  and  still  prevails.  A  single  anecdote  related 
by  one  conversant  with  the  particulars  will  illustrate  not  only  the 
necessity  of  competitive  bids,  but  the  Mayor's  personal  attention 
to  the  business  details  of  his  office.  A  few  days  after  his  first 
induction  to  office  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Central  Fire  Station 
called  upon  him  to  complain  of  the  heating  plant.  "  We  are  us- 
ing twice  the  coal  we  ought  to  use/'  he  said,  **and  still  cannot  dry 
our  hose,  A  new  and  larger  boiler  must  be  put  into  the  build- 
ing.'* "  I  will  go  with  you  and  examine  your  heating  system," 
said  the  Mayor:  After  examining  the  boiler  he  said,  '"  Your 
boiler  is  sufficiently  large,  let  me  see  the  rest  of  your  heating  sys- 
tem," Fnally  the  hose  room  was  reached.  "  Where  is  your 
radiator?"  was  asked.  "  Here/'  was  the  reply,  pointing  to  the 
floor,  which  consisted  of  a  large  wooden  rack,  from  which  no  heat 
came.  "  Have  this  rack  taken  up  and  let  me  see  what  is  under 
it,"  said  the  Mayor.  As  it  was  firmly  spiked  to  the  timbers  a 
carpenter  was  procured  and  the  rack  torn  up.  Then  it  was 
found  that  the  radiator  composed  of  iron  pipe  was  laid  flat  on 
the  ground,  and  the  rack  floor  built  over  it,  without  any  space 
under  it  for  air.  Ordering  the  pipes  to  be  taken  up,  a  large  ex- 
cavation was  made  for  an  airchamber,  the  radiator  replaced  and 
fresh  air  from  outside  conducted  under  it.  A  day  or  two  after 
the  job  was  completed  the  officer  came  into  the  Mayor's  office. 
'*  How  does  your  steam  work?"  asked  the  Mayor.  "All  right" 
was  the  reply,  "and  we  are  consuming  about  half  the  coal  we 
were  before  that  job  was  done/' 


Enquiry  divulged  the  fact  that  the  original  job  had  been  done 
by  a  notorious  ward  worker,  who  had  never  learned  a  steam 
fitter's  trade.  The  political  way  of  treating  a  matter  like  this 
matter  would  have  been  to  turn  it  over  to  some  poUtical  favorite 
who  would  have  installed  an  entire  new  heating  plant  at  an  ex- 
pense several  times  larger  than  necessary. 

Mayor  Baxter's  efforts  to  improve  the  sewerage  system  should 
be  mentioned.  The  north  side  of  Portland  borders  on  Back  Bay 
which  is  bare  at  low  tide  and  numerous  sewers  were  discharged 
upon  the  flats.  In  summer  the  conditions  existing  along  the 
northern  slope  of  the  city  were  not  only  almost  unbearable,  but 
were  dangerous  to  the  health  of  thousands  living  within  reach  of 
the  foul  odors  emanating  from  the  Bay.  How  to  abate  the  dan- 
gerous nuisance  was  a  problem  which  for  years  successive  city 
government  let  alone.  Mayor  Baxter  did  not  waste  time  in  dis- 
cussions. He  sent  for  Shedd,  the  well  known  expert  and  told 
him  that  he  wanted  a  plan  for  draining  the  north  side  of  the 
city.  He  took  him  over  the  ground,  pointed  out  all  the  diffi- 
culties and  took  him  to  Deering  that  Ive  might  get  the  topog- 
raphy of  that  portion  of  the  city  bordering  upon 
IjtUm^^^^^  the  Bay.  "  Make  your  plan/'  he  told  Shedd,  to 
accommodate  in  the  end  as  large  a  portion  of 
Deering  as  possible.  The  plan  was  made  for  an  intercepting 
sewer,  and  the  Mayor  at  once  began  to  build  the  eastern  end  and 
completed  a  quarter  of  a  mile  the  first  year.  His  plan  was  to 
build  a  section  every  year,  estimating  the  completion  of  the 
work  in  ten  years.  He  had  built  a  half  mile  when  he  first  relin- 
quished office  and  then  the  work  stopped  to  be  resumed  by  him 
nine  years  later.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  last  in- 
augural. 

"A  considerable  portion  was  constructed  in  the  two  years  suc- 
ceeding the  adoption  of  Mr.  Herring's  plans,  but  the  work  for 
several  years  has  been  suspended.  It  seemed  to  me,  on  again 
assuming  office,  that  this  great  work  should  be  taken  in  hand, 
and  it  has  been  advanced  westerly  from  the  foot  of  Wilmot  to 
Chestnut  street.  This  sewer  is  being  constructed  on  a  scale 
broad  enough  to  acommodate  all  the  population  which  this  City 
i§  likely  to  have  during  the  coming  century.     When  the  two 
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great  sewers  on  the  north  and  west  side  of  the  City  are  com- 
pleted, a  long  step  will  have  been  taken  toward  securing  for 
Portland  a  first  class  sewerage  system." 

But,  of  course  it  will  be  said,  Mayor  Baxter  must  have  created 
a  big  debt  to  have  acomplished  so  much.  No,  he  did  not.  He 
left  no  floating  debt  behind  him  when  he  relinquished  office,  and 
the  permanent  debt  of  the  city  he  largely  reduced.  Nor  was  the 
tax  rate  increased  above  the  average  of  the  ten  preceding  years. 
He  is  an  accomplished  financier  and  clear  headed  business  man, 
and  his  improvements  were  made  by  a  judicious  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  and  here  you  have  and  always  will  have  the 
secret  of  successful  civic  administration. 


The  Success  of  the  Galveston  Ex- 
periment. 

By  E.  R.  CHEESEBOROUGH,  Galveston,  Texas, 

The  strongest  feature  of  the  commission  plan  of  city  govern- 
ment, to  my  nijnd,  lies  in  the  centralisation  of  re^onsibility  as 
well  as  the  centralization  of  power. 
The  business  of  the  city  is  divided  into  four  departments*  with 
the    niayor-president    as    the    executive    head, 
charged   with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  all  the 
city  laws  are  enforced. 
The  commissioners  at  the  first  meeting  after  their  election,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  possible,  by  a  majority  vote,  designate  from 
mctng  their  members  one  commissioner,  who  shall  be  known  as 
commissioner  of  finance  and  revenue,  and  under  whose  direction 
is  placed  the  offices  of  city  assessor  and  collector,  the  city  treas- 
urer and  the  city  auditor.     He  also  is  charged  with  the  duty  of 
examining  into  and  keeping  informed  as  to  the  finances  of  the 
city,  and  wi^  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  other  commis- 
sioners prepares  the  annual  budget  of  the  city. 

Another  commissioner  is  designated  as  commissioner  of  water- 
works and  sewerage.  He  has  under  his  special  charge  the  con- 
struction, maintenance  and  operation  of  the  water- works  and 
sewer  system  and  departments.  The  superintendents  of  tliese 
two  departments  and  all  their  employ ees>  arc  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  commission. 

Another  commissioner  is  designated  as  commissioner  of  streets 
and  public  property.     He  has  under  his  special 
cliarge  the  supervision  of  all  maUcrs  relating  to 
the   streets,    alleys   and   property   belonging   to 
the  city,  and  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  lighting  the  streets, 

(i8i) 
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looking  after  street  cleaning  and  sanitationi  the  supervision  of 
street  paving,  construction  of  drains,  and  seeing  that  the  condi- 
tions of  die  grants  of  public  franchises  are  complied  with. 

The  city  engineer  and  his  assistant,  the  city  health  physician, 
the  suj>erintendent  of  drays,  and  city  sejcton  are  also  under  the 
direction  of  this  commissioner. 

The  fourth  commission^  designated  police  and  fire  commis- 
sioner, has  under  hts  special  charge  the  enforcement  of  all 
police  regulations  ami  the  general  supervision  of  the  police  and 
fire  departments.  The  chief  of  police,  chief  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, and  the  judge  and  clerk  of  the  corporation  court  are  under 
the  direction  of  this  commissioner. 
The  city  secretary  and  city  attorney  are  officers  with  which  the 
mayor-president  is  closely  associated.  All  offi- 
cers and  employees  are  nominated  by  the  com- 
missioners in  charge  of  the  respective  depart- 
ments and  are  elected  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  entire  board. 

The  city  charter  requires  that  the  board  shall  meet  in  regular 
session  at  least  once  every  week.  These  meetings  are  conducted 
in  a  dignified,  business-like  manner,  and  are  free  from  wrangling 
or  disputes.  The  commissioners  sit  around  a  directors'  table, 
the  mayor  presiding.  The  city  attorney  and  the  heads  of  the 
various  departments  are  always  in  attendance.  But  little  speech- 
making  is  indulged  in,  and  tlie  presence  of  idle  spectators  is  an 
exception  rather  than  the  rule.  All  important  matters  are  dis- 
cussed and  differences  adjusted  in  conference.  *'  Too  many 
cooks  spoil  the  broth  "  is  an  old  saying,  which  can  well  be  ap- 
plied to  a  board  of  twelve  or  sixteen  aldermen.  The  commis- 
sioners can  transact  the  business  of  sixteen  aldermen  and  do  it 
better,  more  expeditiously  and  with  greater  harmony. 

Under  the  commission  form  of  government,  while  the  com- 
missioners' powers  are  joint  and  several,  "  every  tub  stands  on 
its  own  bottom,"  and  the  shifting  of  responsibility  is  impossible. 
The  mismanagement  of  a  department  is  promptly  laid  at  the 
door  of  the  derelict  commissioner.  This  knowledge  of  personal 
responsibilit>'  causes  each  commissioner  to  feel  a  special  pride  in 
the  proper  management  of  his  department,  realizing  as  he  must 
that  merit  as  well  as  defects  are  easily  recognized  by  the  public. 


Galveston  has  been  extremely  fortunate  in  securing  the  ser- 
vice* of  the  men  now  composing  its  board  of  city  commissioners, 
as  well  as  son^e  of  its  officers  and  employees.  In  responding  to 
the  demand  of  the  hour,  these  men  have  given  evidence  of  the 
highest  type  of  citizenship.  When  the  new  charter,  granted  by 
the  legislature,  became  effective,  under  its  provisions  two  com- 
missioners were  to  be  elected  and  three  appointed  by  the  governor. 
The  City  Gub  is  composed  mainly  of  citizens  who,  dur- 
ing the  past  ten  years ^  have  been  striving  for  better  city  govern- 
ment. A  committee  from  this  club  waited  on 
THe  City  Club,  several  business  men,  whose  names  had  been 
previously  selected  in  conference,  and  they  were 
urged  to  consent  to  become  candidates  for  the  two  elective  posi- 
tions. Judge  WilHam  T.  Austin,  one  of  those  upon  whom 
the  committee  called,  was  a  man  possessing  all  of  the  qualities 
to  be  most  desired  in  a  public  official,  absolutely  honest,  thor- 
oughly patriotic*  conservative  and  enjoying  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  people. 

Judge  Austin  and  his  splendid  traits  of  character  were  well 
known,  he  having  served  as  coiinty  judge  for  ten  years, 
from  November,  1880,  to  December,  1890,  he  also  having  served 
as  a  member  of  the  school  board  from  the  beginning  of  its  organ- 
ization in  September,  1881,  up  to  the  time  of  his  election  to  his 
present  position  in  September,  1901.  While  his  private  business 
and  his  profession  were  calling  for  every  moment  of  his  time. 
Judge  Austin,  realizing  that  the  future  of  his  ctty  was  at  stakc» 
gave  his  consent.  The  selection  of  his  running 
.  *^^''^*  mate  was  very  difficult,  and  finally  one  of  the 
City  Club  commtttee,  Mr.  A,  P.  Norman,  was 
appealed  to  and  his  consent  obtained.  The  City  Qub  defrayed 
the  expense  incident  to  the  election  and  relieved  the  two  candi- 
dates, as  far  as  possible,  from  the  annoyance  which  is  always 
connected  with  a  political  campaign.  The  governor  appointed 
Messrs.  L  H.  Kempner*  H.  C.  Lange  and  V.  E.  Austin,  complet- 
ing the  board,  Mn  Kenipner,  commissioner  of  finance  and  rev- 
enue^ while  a  young  man^  is  a  financier  of  splendid  ability.  His 
services  have  been  invaluable  to  the  city  in  many  ways.  Being 
iJie  head  of  a  large  business  concern  and  the  president  of  two 
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banks  and  an  active  director  in  a  number  of  important  business 
enterprises,  every  moment  of  Mr.  Kempner's  time  was  demanded 
by  his  private  affairs.     Notwithstanding  this  fact,  from  the  pur- 

est  patriotic  motives,  we  find  this  extremely  occupied  business 
man  devoting  no  small  part  of  five  years  to  the  task  of  redeeming 
and  restoring  our  city. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Lange  is  an  active  partner  in  a  large  wholesale 
establishment,  which  re<|uires  his  constant  attention.  His  part- 
ners, however,  being  deeply  interested  in  our  city,  joined  in  tfie 
appeal  of  the  City  Club  that  he  consent  to  accept  a  position  on 
the  board.  Mr.  Lange,  under  former  city  administrations,  was 
one  of  the  city's  water  commissioners,  in  which  department 
he  had  taken  great  interest. 

The  city  of  Galveston  owns  its  own  water- works,  which  cost 
$1,500,000;  also  owns  its  own  sewer  plant,  as  well  as  city  light- 
ing plant.  Being  a  thoroughly  progressive  citizen  and  one  who 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Galveston 
from  the  most  unselfish  motives,  Mr.  Lange  was  regarded  as  the 
one  man  for  the  office  of  "  commissioner  of  water-works  and 
sewerage.'*  He  is  devoted  to  the  affairs  of  his  department  and 
is  giving  them  close  and  careful  attention. 

Mr  V^  E.  Austin,  commissioner  of  streets  and  public  property, 
had  never  held  a  public  office.  Being  in  business  for  himself,  tlic 
success  of  which  was  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  efforts, 
and  not  being  a  man  of  means,  the  acceptance  of  an  office  which 
paid  $40  per  month  and  required  the  greater  part  of  his  time  was 
indeed  a  sacrifice.  What  is  said  of  Mr.  Austin  can  also  be  said 
of  Mr.  Norman,  although  the  latter*s  duties  as  commissioner  of 
police  and  fire  are  not  such  as  to  require  anything  like  the  time 
and  attention  demanded  by  the  departments  under  the  direction 
of  the  former, 

in  consolidating  the  offices  of  assessor  and  collector  a  large 
liiVJng  to  the  city  was  made.  There  never  has  been  any  legit- 
imate reason  why  these  offices  should  not  have  been  consolidated 
from  the  very  beginning.  After  becoming  settled  in  office  the 
I)rcjicnt  board  of  city  commissioners  realized  full  well  that  it 
would  require  money  to  pay  off  the  big  floating  debt  incurred 
by  the  old  administration,  to  rebuild  the  city  hall,  repair  engine 
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rcpavc  the  city  streets  and  to  meet  other  demands  not  of 
an  ordinary  character.  Without  the  issuance  of  a  bond  this  has 
been  accomplished.  Naturally,  the  question  is,  "  Where  did  the 
money  come  from?" 

Under  the  old  fonn  of  city  government  not  only  were  the  de- 
partments of  assessor  and  collector  separate,  requiring  two  heads 
and  two  sets  of  assistants,  instead  of  one,  but  all  salaries  through- 
out all  the  departments  of  the  city  were  larger 
than  at  this  time.  The  city  clerk  formerly  re- 
ceived $1,800  per  annum  and  had  an  assistant. 
He  now  receives  $1,200  and  does  his  own  work.  The  chief  of 
the  fire  department  received  $1,800  per  annum,  had  an  assistant 
and  a  private  driver.  There  is  no  assistant  now ;  the  chief  drives 
himself  and  receives  $1,500.  The  city  attorney  received  $1,800 
per  annum  and  10  per  cent,  on  collections,  He  now  receives 
$1,200  per  annum  and  5  per  cent  on  collections  through  suit. 
The  chief  of  police  received  $1,800  per  annum  and  all  ix-offkio 
constable  fees,  and  at  one  time  had  an  assistant  The  present 
chief  receives  $1,500  per  annum,  has  no  assistant  and  all  fees  go 
to  the  city. 

The  judge  of  the  corporation  court  formerly  received  $t,8oo  per 
annum  and  all  ex^ofHcio  justice  of  the  peace  fees.  He  now  receives 
$1,200  per  annum  and  the  city  gets  the  fees.  The  collection  of 
delinquent  taxes  under  the  present  administration  receives  active 
and  vigorous  attention.  A  special  vehicle  tax,  originated  by  the 
present  administration  and  declared  valid  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
is  collected  and  set  apart  for  the  exclusive  use  of  street  paving. 
The  city  has  received  under  the  present  administration  interest 
on  its  bank  balance  amounting  to  $15,000  per  annum.  Under  the 
old  form  of  government  the  city  received  nothing  in  the  way  of 
tntere.st. 

The  income  from  the  police  department  is  greater  under  the 
present  administration  than  ever  before.  The  income  from  the 
water- works  and  sewer  departments  is  also  much  greater.  The 
collection  of  occupation  taxes  is  another  feature  which  receives 
very  careful  attention.  One  of  the  strongest  features  of  any  city 
government  is  the  legal  department.  The  man  to  fill  the  office 
o(  city  attorney  should  not  only  possess*  legal  ability,  but  should 
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feel  a  personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city.  He  should  al^ 
be  a  man  of  ripe  judgment,  conservative  and  fearless-  In  tlie 
selection  of  Judge  J.  Z.  H.  Scott  at  the  outset  of  the  commission 
form  of  government  Galveston  was  indeed  blessed.  Judge  Scott 
rendered  the  city  most  valuable  service,  and  his  death  was  a  great 
loss.  The  one  man  in  this  community  who  could  acceptably  fill 
the  office  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Judge  Scott  was  Judge  M. 
E.  Klebergp  law  partner  of  Attorney-General  R,  V.  Davidson. 
Judge  Kleberg  consented,  however,  only  because  he  was  the 
unanimous  selection  of  the  entire  board  and  was  appealed  to  by 
leading  business  men  of  our  city  to  take  the  office.  In  this  con- 
nection, I  may  say  the  service  rendered  by  Judge  Kleberg  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  grade  raising  alone  have  been  of  greater 
value  perhaps  than  the  compensation  which  he  will  receive  from 
^e  city  during  his  entire  term  of  office.  Aside  from  legal  mat- 
ters, as  a  counselor  Judge  Kleberg  s  advice  is  freely  sought  upon 
all  questions  by  the  various  members  on  the  board  of  com  mis* 
sioners.  Indeed,  the  city  attorney  is  no  small  part  of  our  city 
government 

The  police  department  is  conducted  more  with  a  view  of  pre- 
vention than  the  punishment  of  crime.  The  present  chief  was 
taken  from  the  ranks  and  selected  because  of  the  fact  that  he  is 
absolutely  honest,  strictly  temperate,  fearless  and 
possessed  common  sense.  Neither  the  chief  nor 
the  members  of  the  police  force  seek  newspaper 
notoriety.  This  department  is  working  in  perfect  harmony, 
which  is  something  unheard  of  under  former  administrations- 
Many  of  the  lowest  dives  of  the  city  have  been  suppressed  in  a 
quiet  but  effective  manner,  and  many  of  the  former  existing  evils 
no  longer  prevail  in  this  city. 

Galveston's  fire  department  is  beyond  question  the  most  effi- 
cient  in  the  State-  The  insurance  record  will  show  the  percent* 
age  of  loss  in  Galveston  to  be  less  tiian  in  any  other  city  in  the 
South,  and  especially  in  seaports,  where  the  breeze  from  all  sides 
is  unbroken  by  hills  and  trees. 

No  longer  are  keepers  of  dives  and  politicians  permitted  to 
supply  the  street  and  alley  department  with  the  carts  and  drays 
used  by  the  city.     No  longer  are  the  sidewalks  of  the  city  rented 
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out  to  fruit  stands  and  like  establishments  by  adjacent  property 
owners.  In  Galveston  the  expense  incident  to  the  paving  of  the 
streets  is  borne  entirely  by  the  city,  the  property  owners  not  be- 
ing required  to  contribute,  as  is  the  case  in  other  places.  The 
streets  and  general  condition  of  the  city  are  better  to-day  than 
they  have  been  for  years.  The  city  is  getting  better  service  from 
all  of  its  employees  at  this  time  than  ever  before.  The  men  re- 
ceive their  pay  regularly  in  cash,  the  issuance  of  scrip  being  un- 
known. The  city  hall  is  run  like  a  business  establishment  and  is 
no  longer  the  loafing  place  for  idlers. 

The  important  office  of  city  auditor,  which  pays  but  $1,500  per 
annum,  is  held  by  Mr  A.  Ferrier,  who  for  many  years  was  head 
accountant  for  the  large  wholesale  firm  of  Leon  &  H.  Blum,  As 
an  expert  bookkeeper  and  a  rapid  and  accurate 
City  Auditor.  worker,  Mr.  Ferrier  has  few  equals.  He  is  in- 
deed tlie  right  hand  of  the  commissioner  of 
^nance  and  revenue.  His  wide  experience  in  financial  matters, 
as  well  as  his  splendid  ability  as  an  accountant,  are  fully  recog- 
nized and  appreciated. 

In  making  up  the  city  budget  great  care  is  exercised  and  the 
expenditures  are  never  allowed  to  exceed  the  appropriations. 

Hon.  William  Jennings  Bryan,  after  his  last  trip  to  Europe, 
made  the  following  statement:  "Let  us  hope  that  the  time  is 
near  at  hand  when  the  successful  business  man  in  the  United 
States,  instead  of  continuing  their  accumulations  to  the  very  end 
of  Ufe»  will  be  satisfied  with  a  competency,  and  when  this  is 
secured,  give  to  their  country  the  benefit  of  their  experience,  their 
intelligence  and  their  conscience,  as  many  of  the  business  men  of 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  doing." 

Good  city  government  is  a  matter  of  primary  importance  for 
all  who  want  to  live  in  cities  that  are  healthy,  clean  and  beautiful ; 
cities  that  are  well  paved,  well  lighted  and  well  drained;  cities 
where  the  officials  as  well  as  the  people  are  honest,  just  and  in- 
telligent, and  where  vice  and  crime  can  obtain  no  favors;  cities 
that  have  plenty  of  pure  water,  superior  business  facilities  and 
moderate  taxes;  cities  which  are  so  desirably  and  attractive  that 
there  is  a  steady  increase  in  population,  in  business  opportunities 
and  in  the  demand  for  employees  and  wage-earners. 
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The  following  account  of  the  Galveston  experiment  has  been 
furnished  by  A.  Ferrier,  the  city  auditor  above  referred  to,  and 
supplements  Mr.  Cheescborough's  report: 

BeHeving  that  a  few  word^  concerning  our  commission  form 
of  municipal  government  might  prove  of  some  interest,  I  have 
sketched  the  following: 

The  present  charter  of  the  city  of  Galveston  (being  the  second 
charter  granted  since  the  1900  storm)  was  passed  by  the  28th 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas  and  approved  by  the  governor 
of  the  State  on  March  30th,  1903,  The  charter  provides  for  the 
selection  of  a  mayor  and  four  commissioners,  who  shall  consti- 
tute the  board  of  commissioners,  and  prescribes,  in  a  most  elabor- 
ate manner,  the  duties  of  the  commissioners  composing  the  board, 
as  well  as  the  regulations  in  connection  thereof  for  the  general 
government  of  the  city. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  charter: 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  examine  in  detail  all  bills, 
accounts  and  claims  against  the  city,  etc. 

He  shall  be  the  general  accountant  of  the  said  city  and  shall 
keep  in  books  regular  accounts  of  all  real,  personal  and  mixed 
property  of  the  said  city,  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
money,  and,  under  proper  heads,  separately,  each 
source  of  receipt  and  the  cause  of  each  disburse- 
ment; and  shall  also  keep  an  account  with  each 
person,  including  the  officers  who  have  money  transactions  with 
the  said  city,  crediting  amounts  allowed  by  proper  authority  and 
specifying  the  particular  transaction  to  which  said  entries  apply. 
It  shall  also  be  his  duty,  at  least  once  in  each  month,  to  examine 
the  books  of  account  of  all  officers  of  said  city  charged  with  the 
receipt  and  disbursement  of  money,  etc. 

It  shall  also  be  his  dutv  to  examine  all  warrants  and  counter- 
sign  the  same  after  appropriation  has  been  duly  made  to  pay  the 
same  by  said  board  of  commissioners;  and  he  shall  render  such 
other  services  from  time  to  time  as  said  board  of  commissioners 
may  direct. 

BOOKS    IN   auditor's   OFFICE. 

General  Ledger. 
The  general  accounts  in  this  book  can  be  classified  as  follows: 
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1st.  Bond  accounts — one  account  for  every  issue  of  bonds 
having  a  suitable  heading; 

Accounts  for  bonds  held  m  trust  for  account  of  the  sinking- 
funds  and 

Accounts  representing  the  interest  funds  and  the  sinking 
funds  corresponding  wih  the  different  bond  issues. 

2d  Other  fund  accounts,  such  as:  vehicle  license  fund* 
general  fund,  special  reserve  fund,  grading  and  raising  fund, 
water-works  fund,  sewer  extension  fund,  and  funds  of  bonds. 

3d,  Accounts  with  distinct  headings  for  source  of  income  or 
revenue. 

4th.  Classified  accounts,  properly  termed  budget  accounts,  for 
the  running  expenses  of  the  city  and  sundry  disbursements  of 
each  department. 

5th,  Special  accounts  for  disbursements  made  in  connection 
with  ilems  composed  of  new  construction,  sewer  extensions,  street 
paving,  etc, 

6th.     Accounts  for  stocks. 

7th.  Asset  accounts— representing  such  items  as  w  ate  reworks 
plantj  sewer  plant,  electric  plant,  public  buildings,  school  build- 
ings, fire  system,  parks,  etc. 

8th,  Miscellaneous  accounts.  Under  this  classification  arc  in- 
cluded accounts  for  interest,  coupons,  audited  vouchers, 
personals,  officials,  tax  rolls,  poll  taxes,  and  others  that  may  be 
opened  for  convenience. 

As  will  be  observed,  the  accounts  referred  to  above  are  gen- 
eral, and  not  being  detailed  it  was  necessary  to  have  auxiliary 
accounts  and  sub-heads. 

Trial  Balance  Book. 
Invariably  once  a  month  a  trial  balance  of  the  general  ledger 
is  taken  and  recorded. 

JournaL 
As  this  book  should  embrace  and  contain  a  complete  record  of 
the  city's  affairs,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  city 
auditor  pass  through  its  pages,  in  a  condensed,  concise  form,  ex- 
planatory entries  for  every  transaction  in  which  the  city  may  be 
interested. 
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Audited  Vouchers'  Book. 

This  book  is  invaluable.  On  its  pages  should  be  recorded, 
under  suitable  classifications  and  sub-heads,  all  bills  for  pur- 
chases, contracts,  claims,  pay-rolls ,  etc,  provided  said  vouchers 
had  been  duly  approved,  ist,  by  the  head  of  the  department 
which  had  created  the  liability;  2d,  by  the  commissioner  of  the 
same  department ;  and,  3d,  by  the  city  auditor. 

Bills  not  approved  as  provided  by  the  regulations  are  held  in 
abeyance  untii  corrected  and  approved. 

All  approved  bills,  pay-rolls,  etc.,  are  paid  by  checks  on  the 
dty  treasurer,  drawn  against  the  respective  funds.  Said  checks 
are  signed  by  the  president,  commissioner  of  finance  and  re- 
venue, and  city  auditor. 

To  make  reference  easy,  both  the  vouchers  and  checks  are 
numbered  consecutively  and  corresponding  numbers  entered  in 
the  Audited  Vouchers'  Book, 

At  ihe  end  of  each  calendar  month  a  summary-  of  the  vouchers 
is  made  and  an  entry  passed  through  the  journal  to  conform. 

Deposit  Warrant  Book. 

This  book  is  made  up  of  two  printed  blanks,  original  and 
duplicate,  perforated  in  the  middle.  These  blanks  are  used  when- 
ever any  city  official,  handling  monies,  desires  to  turn  the  amount 
collected  over  to  the  city  treasurer. 

At  stated  periods  the  collecting  officials,  such  as  the  tax  col- 
lector, secretary  of  water- works,  clerk  of  the  corporation  court 
and  others  are  required  to  make  deposits,  and  when  ready  they 
notify  the  auditor,  who  immediately  fills  out  the  two  blanks,  not- 
ing thereon,  opposite  its  proper  classification  of  source  of  revenue, 
the  respective  amounts.  The  duplicate  of  said  blank  goes  to  the 
city  treasurer,  while  the  other  remains  in  the  possession  of  the 
auditor's  office,  becoming  a  part  of  his  records. 

"  No  deposit  is  accepted  by  the  treasurer  without  a  deposit 
warrant  from  the  auditor." 

This  is  practically  a  book  of  printed   forms 

Apportionment     gotten  up  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  record 

^DepOBU  ^f  ^j^^  distribution  and  application  of  the  moneys 

deposited  with  the  city  treasurer.     Said  book  is 


numbered,  each  number  of  every  warrant  corresponding  with  the 
number  of  the  deposit  warrant  issued. 

To  illustrate: 

Say  the  tax  collector  reports  collection  of  1905  ad  valorem 
taxes,  occupation  taxes  or  licenses,  poll  taxeSj  rents,  etc.,  all  aggre- 
gating the  sum  of  $25,000.00.  It  h  the  duty  of  the  auditor, 
under  the  charter,  to  figure  out  the  distribution  of  the  said  sum 
and  apportion  same  to  the  different  funds  accounts,  taking  the 
utmost  care  to  conform  to  the  terms  of  the  budget  adopted  for 
the  current  year,  and  when  the  calculation  of  the  distribution  is 
completed,  a  blank  in  the  said  book  is  properly  filled  out  and  a 
duplicate  furnished  to  the  official  making  the  deposit,  who  then 
hands  it  to  the  city  treasurer.  Through  this  blank  furnished  by 
the  city  auditor  the  treasurer  credits  the  different  funds  accounts. 

At  the  end  of  the  month  a  summary  of  all  the  deposits  re- 
ported made  is  extracted  and  a  general  condensed  journal  entry 
is  passed  showing  the  distribution,  between  the  different  funds, 
of  the  entire  collections  made  during  the  current  month. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  treasurer's  monthly  report,  accompanied 
by  paid  cancelled  checks  and  bonds  coupons  returned,  the  auditor 
diecks  these  up  and  verifies  the  fund  balances  in  the  hands  of 
the  city  treasurer  by  comparing  same  with  the  ledger  balances, 
and  also  compares  with  his  record  all  the  deposits  reported  made 
by  the  different  ofiicials.  In  this  manner  any  oversight  could  be 
very  easily  detected, 

i\nother  verification  of  the  monthly  collections  consisted  in 
having  the  auditor  check  the  stubs  of  receipt  books  with  the  en* 
tries  of  the  cash  books  used  in  the  respective  departments,  and 
verify  all  footings,  and  then  compare  with  the  monthly  state- 
ments furnished  as  well  as  with  the  periodical  reports  received 
during  the  current  month. 

Every  issue  of  bonds  has  a  special  book,  called  **  Bond 
Record."  The  pages  of  these  records  are  printed  and  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  show  the  maturity  of  the  interest 
Bond  Eecordji.  coupons  and  the  date  of  the  payment  of  the 
matured  coupons.  The  headings  recite  in  brief 
the  name  of  the  bond,  the  purpose  of  its  issue,  the  approval  of  the 
attorney-general  of  the  State,  maturity,  option,  etc 
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As  provided  in  the  charter,  two  statements  are  published  every 
fiscal  year,  one  at  the  end  of  the  first  six  months  and  the  other 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

These  are  prepared  partly  by  the  city  treasurer  and  completed 
by  the  city  auditor,  and  show  in  a  succinct  manner  the  condition 
of  the  city  affairs  at  time  of  issue.  In  the  arrangement  and 
drawing  up  of  same  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  auditor  to  present*. 
in  a  comprehensive  manner,  a  statement  easily  understood  by 
the  major  portion  of  the  citizenship,  who  he  realizes  do  not  be- 
long to  the  fraternity  of  accountants  nor  are  au  fait  m  regard  to 
accounting  technical  terms. 

That  the  commission  government  has  been  a  success  in  the  city 
of  Galveston  is  proved  beyond  a  doubt.  My  observation,  not 
only  as  a  city  official  but  also  as  a  private  tax- 
payer and  a  resident  of  nearly  thirty-six  years, 
has  been  such  that  I  consider  this  city  to-day 
one  of  the  best  governed  cities  on  this  continent,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing causes  and  reasons : 

I  St  Total  absence  of  undue  political  influences  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  board  of  city  commisstoners. 

2d.  Perfect  harmony  between  the  different  classes  of  citizens 
who  favored  a  clean  and  capable  administration. 

3d-  The  uncontested  ability,  earnestness  and  harmony  of  the 
present  board  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  entrusted 
to  it,  and  the  strict  honesty  in  the  management  of  the  finances  of 
the  city, 

4th.  The  adherence  of  said  commissioners  to  the  terms  of 
every  budget,  thus  avoiding  deficits  by  keeping  expenditures 
within  the  year's  apportionment — a  record  unprecedented  in 
years. 

5th.  The  prompt  payment  of  all  salaries,  wages,  pay-rolls, 
purchases,  contracts,  etc.,  appropriations  covering  same  having 
been  asked  for  and  adopted  every  Thursday  evening^ — equivalent 
to  52  pay  days  per  year. 

6th.  The  prompt  payment  of  all  public  improvements,  pavings 
new  constructions,  the  rehabilitation  of  all  storm-damaged  public 
property,  all  done  without  a  single  issue  of  bonds  or  borrowing. 

7th.     The  close  attention  paid  to  business  and  the  promptness 
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displayed  in  the  prosecution  of  all  civil  matters  submitted  to  the 
board  for  adjustment,  etc. 

8th.  The  exercise  oi  the  greatest  care  in  the  handling  of  all 
contracts,  insuring  thereby  good  work  and  good  value  in  return 
for  the  outlays  made  by  the  city;  and  lastly: 

The  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  every  dty  official, 
ably  assisted  by  the  city  commissioners,  collectively  and  singly, 
whose  civil  and  courteous  treatment  I  here  acknowledge,  in  be- 
half of  my  co-workers  and  for  myself. 


The  Scranton  Campaign 

By  HOK.  J.  BEKJAMIN  OJMMICK, 
Hay  or  4<f  Scr^atoDi  P*. 


Although  a  member  of  this  organization  for  years,  I  have 
never  attended  its  meetings  and  am  compelled  to  admit  that  in 
nil  probability  I  should  not  be  present  this  evening  had  I  not 
recently  passed  through  the  throes  ol  a  municipal  campaign  and 
felt  the  allurements  of  your  invitation,  bidding  me  to,  1  will  not 
say  the  still  airs,  but  rather  the  sea  breezes  in  which  your 
academic  thoughts  and  discussions  are  developed, 

I  only  regret  that  I  could  not  have  come  down  yesterday 
morning  with  my  friend  Mr,  Sturges,  who  slipped  away  with- 
out my  knowing  it  in  a  maimer  not  at  all  in  harmony  with  his 
frank  and  open  nature*  His  unseemly  haste,  unseemly  from 
the  fact  that  he  had  specially  urged  my  coming,  and  I  naturally 
thought  that  he  would  personally  introduce  me  to  this  august 
body,  became  perfectly  clear  a  little  later  in  the  day,  when  upon 
reacliing  the  Mayor's  office  my  first  business  was  to  approve 
of  tile  arrest  of  a  plumber  who  had  not  received  his  certificate 
and  yet  was  working  for  a  corporation  of  which  E.  B.  Sturges 
was  the  principal  stockholder  and  which  fact  was  carefully 
brought  to  my  attention  by  an  officer  thereof.  However,  I 
stood  firm  and  that  very  afternoon  the  offender  was  publicly 
fined  by  a  magtstrate,  while  his  employer  was^  I  assume,  talk- 
ing loudly  in  this  fairly  healthy  and  comfortable  place  in  favor 
of  good  government. 

Nevertheless,  as  Mr.  Sturges  was  partly  responsible  for  my 
candidacy,  it  being  in  fact  upon  his  invitation  that  some  twenty 
good  citizens  of  Scranton  met  one  day  at  luncheon^  and  in 
the  abandon  that  insues  from  a  repast  unduly  frugal  or  unduly 
sumptuous,  requested  me  to  run   as  a  candidate,  I  suppose  it 
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would  be  the  part  of  prudence  to  go  no  further  in  the  direction 
of  undermining  your  confidence  in  a  fellow-worker. 

I  will  therefore  proceed  with  what  I  know  you  will  all  regard 
as  a  far  less  interesting  subject,  namely,  myself. 

During  the  recent  campaign,  a  Philadelphia  journal  was  sent 
me,  a  journal  styling  itself,  with  a  lack  of  self-assertion  worthy 
of  their  Quaker  town,  The  North  American,  and  in  it  was  a 
large  cartoon,  representing  a  giant  labled  the  '*  Gang "  lying 
upon  his  back,  while  upon  him,  each  swinging  a  big  stick,  stood 
tlie  Mayors  of  patriarchal  Philadelphia,  plutocratic  Pittsburg 
and  strenuous  Scranton.  With  a  true  sense  of  proportion,  the 
artist  had  placed  me  upon  the  giant*s  feet,  evidently  regarding 
those  members  as  of  less  importance  than  either  the  head  or 
the  stomach.  Artistically,  the  conception  was  correct,  but  athle- 
tically I  had  been  allotted  the  most  diffiailt  task  of  all. 

As  I  reflect  upon  the  political  situation  in  the  first  three  cities 
of  our  state,  I  am  led  to  the  query  as  to  whether  Scranton  after 
all  did  not  have  a  harder  problem  to  solve,  at 
least  in  the  winning  of  her  election,  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  her  government  had  not  yet 
developed  conditions  calling  for  either  general  rebellion  or  re- 
volution; we  simply  had  a  municipal  government  carried  along 
on  political  rather  than  business  lines. 

Upon  a  platform  that  declared  in  favor  of  an  exact  reversal 
of  that  existing  order  of  things,  I  started  my  campaign,  or 
rather  my  two  campaigns,  for  the  contest  at  the  primaries  was 
as  hard  and  bitter  as  at  the  election  proper. 

I  went  into  the  primaries  because  although  I  was  invited  by 
citizens  irrespective  of  party  to  become  a  candidate,  yet  it  was 
left  optional  with  me  as  to  whether  1  should  endeavor  to  secure 
the  nomination  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  after 


Scranton's 
Problemi, 


T!ie  CampaigiL 


a   careful   survey   of   the   field    I    concluded    it 


would  be  wise  to  obtain  the  nomination  of  my  own  party, 
namely,  the  Republican,  although  failure  would  have  necessarily 
eliminated  me  frojn  die  election.  This  view  was  subsequently 
confirmed  not  only  by  events  but  by  my  own  personal  study  of 
the  existing  conditions,  as  well. 
Throughout  those  two  campaigns  I  spoke  daily.     Every  noon 
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at  the  factories,  every  evening  at  from  two  to  three  meetings; 
the  burden  of  my  cry  being  far  business,  as  distinguished  from 
political f  methods.  It  was  a  somewhat  prosaic  proposition  and 
yet  tJie  fifty  meetings  which  I  addressed  were  not  only  crowded, 
but  crowded  with  men  intelligently  interested  and  in  deadly 
earnest. 

I  was  elected,  and  then  my  situation  was  best  described  by  a 
congratulatory  telegram  from  my  friend,  Mayor  Sweet,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  which  said,  '*  Let  not  your  heart  be  trou- 
bled, your  troubles  have  just  begun,"  and  he  was  right. 

Fatigued  from  the  strenuous  weeks  of  the  two  contests  I  de- 
parted a  few  days  after  the  election  for  my  camp  in  the  North 
woods.  Incidentally  feeling  tlie  while  that  I  was  exhibiting  great 
sagacity*  as  by  staying  away  until  say  a  week  before  entering 
upon  my  office,  I  would  not  only  be  free  to  give  my  best  tliought 
to  my  appointments,  but  would  escape  the  unpleasant  duty  of 
what  is  known  in  practical  politics  as  "  turning  down,"  for 
history  was  only  repeating  itself  and  the  applications  for  office 
were  falling  like  the  leaves  of  Vallombrosa. 

But,  alas,  in  that  short  week  before  I  was  inducted  into  office 
there  was  no  trait  of  human  nature  with  which  I  did  not  come 
in  contact ;  from  the  self-imposed  restraint  of  friends  who  would 
not  recommend,  to  the  attempted  assumption  of  proprietary 
rights  by  those  %vho  had  worked  or  given.  Still,  disagreeable  as 
was  that  week,  great  as  was  the  strain,  I  felt  fully  compensated 
by  the  many  evidences  of  belief  on  the  part  of  the  people  that  I 
was  at  least  attempting  to  live  up  to  my  pre-election  utterances. 

I  have  given  you  this  sketch  of  the  situation  in  Scranton  be- 
cause it  was  so  different  from  that  obtaining  last  year  in 
plebeian  Philadelphia.  I  say  plebeian  because  when  Uiat  elderly 
being  saw  that  she  was  about  to  be  tossed  upon  the  horns  of  a 
Durham  she  threw  herself  with  an  abandon  certainly  suggestive 
of  a  child  of  the  soil,  first  into  the  arms  of  a  Weaver  and  then 
of  a  Potter. 

Your  Secretary  has  asked  me  to  speak  of  the  problems  and 
difficulties  that  confront  a  conscientious  Mayor  upon  his  enter- 
ing into  office,  I  suppose  that  this  somewhat  pleasing  use  of 
the  word  conscientious  should  lead  me  to  make  an  extra  effort 
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to  be  responsive,  and  yet  the  existence  of  that  very  conscience 
precludes  one  from  generalizing  after  only  three  weeks  of  ser- 
vice, I  have  reached,  however,  one  or  two  conclusions  in  the 
experiences  of  tlie  past  three  months,  and  I  will  give  them  to 
you  for  whatever  they  are  worth. 

For  twenty  years,  I  have  read  the  New  York  Evening  Post, 
not  ignoring  good  sound  Republican  sheets  the  while;  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  organization  and  also  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice Reform  Association  for  a  very  considerable  time;  while 
never  a  Jfugwamp,  still  I  have  always  had  the  highest  regard 
for  those  quasi-celestial  beings  and  have  believed  and  do  now 
believe  that  the  ultimate  solution  of  municipal  government  is  to 
be  found  in  its  complete  separation  from  party  politics,  and  yet  I 
believe  that  many  years  must  roll  around  before  that  goal  will 
be  reached  in  this  country.  Corruption  or  gross  inefficiency 
may  occasionally  obliterate  party  lines,  but  un- 
der normal  conditions,  the  average  voter  will 
line  up  with  Ins  party.  I  am  not  speaking  of 
the  position  of  the  man  of  exceptionally  broad 
experience,  of  the  man  who  has  possibly  seen  and  studied  the 
cities  of  the  eflFete  monarchies  of  Europe,  but  of  the  average 
American  citizen,  sound  in  head  and  heart  and  strongly  because 
ofttimes  sentimentally  attached  to  one  of  the  great  parties.  Cer- 
tainly my  own  personal  experience,  during  the  past  year  would 
seem  to  confirm  this  view.  If  it  is  correct,  then  it  becomes  it 
would  seem  to  me,  fairly  debatable,  as  to  whether  the  effort  now 
expended  in  the  direction  of  independent  parties,  at  times  holding 
the  balance  of  power  and  occasionally  winning  victories,  would 
not  be  more  continuously  and  enduringly  effective  if  expended 
within  party  lines,  I  grant  you,  because  I  believe,  that  muni- 
cipal government  is  a  business  proposition,  but  !  am  looking 
at  the  facts  with  which  we  are  confronted,  rather  tJian  the 
theories  which  we  entertain. 

And  when  I  suggest  party  government,  I  mean  not  a  political 
administration,   but   simply    a   contest   between 
parties  as  to  the  chief  executive,  leaving  him 
free  to  select  his  appointees  from  the  men  best 
qualified,  even  from  the  opposing  party  if  necessary,  and  as- 
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sutning  that  his  party  will  receive  credit  through  results  achieved, 
rather  than  through  patronage  bestowed.  I  do  not  say  that  I 
have  reacJieU  Uus  conclusion  myself,  because  it  is  contrary  to 
the  views  that  I  have  entertained  and  expressed  for  many  years. 
But  I  do  say  that  my  own  experience  seems  to  justify  the  query. 

One  of  tlie  depressing  features  of  my  campaign*  was  the 
reahzation  forced  home  to  me  of  the  large  number  of  voters 
that  are  absokitely  under  the  control  of  A,  B  or  Q  and  are  con- 
sequently subject  to  manipulation.  The  cure  of  this  must  neces- 
sarily be  slowi  inasmuch  as  it  must  come  from  education  and 
from  the  constraining  influence  of  public  opinion. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  inspiring  feature  of  my  campaign 
were  the  many  evidences  appearing  in  all  directions  of  an  aroused 
civic  interest  an  awakened  civic  conscience. 

Looking  not  only  to  my  own  city,  but  abroad  in  the  land,  I 
believe  that  the  American  people  are  finding  themselves,  are  not 
only  regaining  their  balance  but  are  attaining  permanent  poise. 
Revelations  in  high  finance^  that  would  have  thrown  the  country 
into  hysterics  a  decade  ago  are  now  received  with  intelligent  dis- 
crimination that  augurs  well  for  the  skillful  use  of  the  surgeon's 
knife  when  it  has,  of  necessity,  to  be  applied.  An  outcrj'  against 
corporations  or  Unions,  as  such,  falls  flat,  while  both  are  being 
taught  to  bend  the  knee  to  the  Law — to  the  orderly  expressed 
will  of  the  people. 

White  we  are  thus  realizing  in  every  direction  of  life  the  ne- 
cessity of  larger  units,  the  units  of  organization,  let  us  not  for- 
get that  the  unit  of  character  must  ever  be  the  individual.  At 
the  annual  meeting  last  year  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Banker's 
Association,  I  cited  a  foreign  example  of  citizenship  that  had 
come  within  my  own  personal  observation,  and  possibly  it  would 
not  be  amiss  to  repeat  it  to-night. 

I  once  visited  a  Swiss  banker  under  the  very  shadow  of  those 
Alps  along  whose  fianks  he  had  constructed  one  of  the  most  dar- 
ingl)[  conceived  railways  in  the  world  and  in  a  private  talk  he 
one  day  remarked  that  under  no  circumstances  would  he  build 
a  parallel  railroad,  giving  as  his  reason  the  belief  that  such  a 
I  railroad  would  of  necessity  be  either  disastrous  to  the  investor 
^^r  burdensome  to  the  community.     In  short,  he  had  regard  not 
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simply  for  financial  and  physical  feasibility  but  for  moral  and 
economic  responsibility  as  well.  The  incident  is  not  only  sug- 
gestive but  stimulative,  and  I  would  close  my  remarks  with  not 
only  the  hope  but  the  belief  that,  notwithstanding  such  contrast- 
ing conditions,  individual  character  in  this  great  republic  is  des- 
tined to  equal,  if  not  surpass,  even  that  developed  in  the  little 
republic  whose  traditions  go  back  to  William  Tell. 
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By  CHARLES  RICHARDSON,  Philadclphm, 
Wlttt  Vicit-Ptc*i6mtit  NfttipQKl  Muaieipft]  LcAfiie, 

One  of  the  most  significant  of  recent  developments  in  connec- 
tion with  municipal  problems  is  tlie  declaration  adopted  by  the 
convention  held  in  Chicago  on  the  nth  and  12th  of  January, 
1906,  and  known  as  the  United  Cities  Conference.  The  invita- 
tions for  the  meeting  were  issued  by  the  well-known  "  Muni- 
cipal Voters'  League  "  of  Chicago,  and  the  call  stated  that  the 
question  to  be  considered  would  be,  "  The  extent  to  which  Muni- 
cipal Elections  should  be  separated  from  National  Party  Politics 
and  the  control  of  National  Political  Parties,  and  the  best  means 
by  which  such  separation,  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  can  be 
brought  about/* 

The  conference  included  representatives  from  the  militant  non- 
partisan organizations  working  for  the  improvement  of  local 
government  in  fifteen  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  United  States. 
There  was  substantial  unanimity  in  the  views  expressed,  and  the 
final  declaration  was  adopted  without  dissent.    It  was  as  follows ; 

"  Whereas,  The  vast  growth  of  American  cities  has  brought 

with  it  a  series  of  problems  peculiar  to  con- 

_     ,  ,-  gested  population,  and  most  of  which  have  no 

possible  connecbon  with  the  general  pohcies  of 

the  nation ;  and, 

''Whereas^  These  problems,  moral,  social  and  economic,  can 
only  be  solved  by  the  intelligent,  unhampered,  direct  attention  of 
the  communities  interested;  and, 

*  Whereas i  Prior  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  tasks  set 
before  the  cities  there  is  need  that  all  unnecessary  obstacles  be 
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removed  and  all  steps  be  taken  that  may  lead  to  simplification  of 
elections ; 

"  Now,  therefore,  we,  the  delegates  representing  militant^  non- 
partisan organizations  working  for  the  improvement  of  city  gov- 
ernment in  America,  by  practical  participation  in  municipal  poli- 
tics, asscmbJed  in  conference  at  Chicago,  January  ii  and  12, 
1906,  in  the  name  of  the  United  Cities  of  America,  declare  the 
following : 

'*  We  hold  that  the  lines  of  cleavage  in  municipal  politics  have 
no  relation  to  the  lines  of  cleavage  in  national  politics. 

"  We  hold  that  the  Intrusion  of  national  politics  in  municipal 
government  brings  with  it  issues  absolutely  foreign  to  the  proper 
functions  and  reasonable  aspirations  of  the  national  parties,  and 
others  which  are  alien  to  the  interests  of  the  municipalities, 
thereby  tending  to  degrade  the  national  parties  and  seriously  in- 
jure city  government. 

**  We  further  hold  that  more  efficient  means  should  be  pro- 
vided whereby  the  \vill  of  the  majority  of  the  people  deliberately 
formulatetl  and  expressed  should  control  municipal  policies. 

**  We  further  hold  that  there  is  urgent  need  of  fixing  direct 
responsibility  of  municipal  officials  to  the  people  and  of  reducing 
to  the  lowest  practicable  number  the  city  offices  filled  by  election. 

"  We  further  hold  that  the  merit  system  of  appointment  has 
demonstrated,  wherever  honestly  applied,  that  it  tends  to  result 
in  the  selection  and  retention  in  office  of  a  higher  grade  of  men 
than  are  obtained  by  other  means;  that  it  opens  the  public  ser- 
vice as  an  honorable  career,  free  from  the  distractions  of  politics, 
and  that  it  tends  to  relieve  the  citizens  from  the  possibility  of 
tyranny  by  officeholders, 

'*  Holding  the  propositions  advanced  to  be  self-evident  in  the- 
ory and  amply  demonstrated  in  practice,  we,  therefore^  now  urge 
in  the  interest  of  better  municipal  conditions: 

"  First,  That  cities  should  be  granted  the  largest  possible 
measure  of  home  rule,  subject  only  to  such  general  statutory 
safeguards  and  restrictions  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the 
general  interests  of  the  state  as  distinguished  from  the  local  in- 
terests of  the  inunicjpality. 

*'  Second,      That  the  party  column  on   ihe  ballot  should  be 


abolished ;  that  the  names  of  candidates  for  a  single  office  sbould 

be  printed  on  the  ballot  under  the  designation  of  that  office,  and 
that  it  should  be  made  impofisible  to  vote  a  straight  party  ticket 
by  a  single  mark  or  cross. 

"  Third*  That  municipal  nominations  and  elections  should  be 
completely  separated  from  state  aiid  national  nominationa  and 
lections  and  should  occur  at  different  times,  and  that  nomina- 
tions for  all  municipal  offices  be  made  by  petition  or  by  an  effi- 
cient method  of  direct  primaries, 

**  Fourth.  That  the  number  of  elective  municipal  officers 
should  be  reduced  as  far  as  practicable,  always  preserving  the 
right  to  elect  members  of  tlie  municipal  legislative  body  or  city 
council. 

''  Fifth,  That  the  merit  principle  should  be  applied  to  all  de- 
partments of  city  administration  under  practical  and  efficient 
civil  service  laws, 

**  In  conclusion,  this  conference,  realizing  the  vital  importance 
o£  the  successful  solution  of  the  municipal  problems  now  con- 
fronting us,  earnestly  hopes  that  consideration  and  discussion  of 
them  may  continue,  and  to  that  end  urges  the  fonnation  of  more 
organizations  devoted  to  local  issues  which  shall  co-operate  in 
all  practical  ways  to  secure  the  enactment  of  laws  embodying 
the  principles  outlined." 

*'  Resolved t  That  this  conference  do,  and  it  hereby  does,  heart- 
ily endorse  the  proposal  of  the  Yale  City  Government  Gub  to 
encourage  the  establishment  of  similar  clubs  in  other  colleges 
and  universities,  to  the  end  that  knowledge  of,  and  interest  in. 
Municipal  Civics  may  be  increased  by  such  action." 

The  value  of  the  foregoing  declaration  would  have  been  mate- 
rially diminished  by  the  insertion  of  an^lhing  that  was  merely 
theoretical  or  of  a  novel  and  unproved  character. 
fjf^^j  ^^  That  source  of  weakness  seems  to  have  been 
wisely  and  skillfully  avoided^  and  the  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  confined  to  the  expression  of  ideas  which 
have  been  for  many  years  the  subjects  of  open  debates,  carefully 
prepared  papers,  and  formal  resolutions  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  National  Municipal  League,  as  also  in  other  organizations, 
and  in  the  public  press  and  numerous  books  and  pamphlets  of 
recognized  merit. 
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The  five  resolutions  adopted  at  Chicago  are  alt  sound  and  ad- 
mirable.    The  first  is  a  well -ex  pressed  endorsement  of  "  Home 
Rule,"  and  is  in  full  accord  with  the  sentiment  that  if  there  is 
any  community  which  does  not  know   how  to 
HomeBule.  govern  itself,  it  should  be  set  to  work  at  the  job 

as  soon  as  possible.  Under  our  form  of  gov- 
ernment, experience  is  as  yet  the  best  and  almost  the  only  really 
cfiFective  teacher  for  a  large  majority  of  the  voters.  It  is  an  old 
saying  that  the  peopte  must  learn  by  their  own  errors  as  the  child 
learns  to  dread  fire  by  putting  his  finger  in  the  flame.  But  there 
is  one  fundamental  requirement  that  is  always  essential  for  the 
success  of  such  methods  of  instruction,  and  that  is  that  nothing 
should  be  permitted  to  prevent  the  child  from  withdrawing  his 
finger,  or  the  people  from  correcting  their  mistakes,  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  It  would  hardly  be  more  foolish  or  wicked 
to  fasten  the  child's  finger  in  a  vise  until  it  was  burned  to  ashes 
than  it  is  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  voters  with  laws  which  favor 
corruption  or  permit  the  granting  of  franchises  or  contracts  for 
indefinite  or  unreasonable  periods. 

The  fifth  and  sixth  paragraphs  of  the  Chicago  preamble,  and 
the  second  and  third  resolutions,  show  a  strong  appreciation  of 
the  manifold  evils  which  result  from  the  intrusion  of  national 
politics  in  municipal  affairs,  and  of  the  demoral- 
izing and  injurious  effects  of  this  intrusion  upon 
both  national  parties  and  city  governments. 
Scientists  tell  us  that  there  is  at  least  one  blind 
spot  in  every  human  eye,  but  it  is  certainly  true 
that  the  blind  spots  in  the  political  vision  of  the  American  people 
have  been  much  more  numerous »  and  one  of  the  worst  has  been 
the  one  which  has  prevented  a  general  perception  of  the  colossal 
absurdity  and  deplorable  consequences  of  selecting  city  officials 
and  employees  because  of  their  connection  with  national  par- 
tics  or  national  issues.  One  of  the  most  encouraging  signs  of  the 
times  is  the  evidence  afforded  by  recent  elections  that  this  blind 
spot  is  being  rapidly  displaced  by  a  power  of  perceiving  the  truth, 
and  wherever  the  people  have  shown  that  they  are  ready  to 
Ignore  national  questions  in  local  elections  the  power  of  bosses 
and  grafters  ts  crumbling  into  ruins  or  tottering  to  its   fall. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  ability  of  the  people  to  accom- 
plish the  practical  exclusion  of  national  issues  from  municipal 
contests  whenever  they  can  be  convinced  of  its  importance.  A 
general  condemnation  and  disregard  of  all  nominations  made  by 
national  parties  for  local  offices  would  be  as  simple  and  effective 
for  this  purpose  as  the  method  of  Columbus  was  for  making  an 
egg  stand  on  end ;  and  in  view  of  the  great  advances  in  political 
intelligence  during  the  last  few  years,  it  may  be  urged  that  the 
time  has  come  when  all  reform  organizations  should  unite  in 
earnest  efforts  to  promote  the  further  development  of  public  sen- 
timent in  this  direction.  There  should  at  least  be  a  thorough 
analysis  and  a  general  discussion  of  the  reasons  for  and  against 
the  long  established  belief  or  assumption  that  the  interference  of 
national  parties  in  municipal  affairs  is  an  unavoidable  necessity. 
If  it  can  be  made  clear  to  a  majority  of  the  voters  that  the 
reasons  for  that  interference  are  a!l  bad,  and  that  the  reasons 
against  it  are  all  good,  the  day  will  soon  come  when  it  will  no 
onger  be  tolerated  or  attempted  in  American  cities. 

The  endorsement  of  the  Merit  System  in  the  preamble  and  in 
the  fifth  rcsohition  of  the  Chicago  conference  will  have  the  unan- 
imous approval  of  all  students  of  municipal  problems.     The  facts 

and  arguments  in  its  favor  are  too  familiar  to 
i  *  need  repetition  here,  and  I  will  only  refer  to  the 

experience  of  Philadelphia  during  the  last  twelve 
months  as  an  almost  perfect  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  power 
to  distribute  the  public  offices  and  patronage  as  rewards  or  in- 
ducements for  partisan  or  personal  services  is  as  essential  for  the 
existence  of  boss  ism  and  corruption  as  the  final  destruction  of 
that  power  by  the  enforcement  of  the  Civil  Service  Reform  or 
Merit  System  is  essential  for  the  establishment  and  continuance 
of  decent  government.  It  was  the  |x>wer  to  control  the  appoint- 
ment of  public  employees  that  enabled  the  leaders  of  a  sordid 
combination  of  thieves  and  grafters  to  carry  elections,  dominate 
councils,  and  reduce  the  third  cit>"  of  the  Union  to  the  pitiable 
condition  of  an  apparently  helpless  and  despairing  victim  of  venal 
despotism  and  organized  rascality.  It  was  by  the  sudden  and 
heroic  destruction  of  that  power  that  Mayor  Weaver,  as  the 
official  representative  of  the  people,  enabled  the  latter  to  break 
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their  chains  and  overthrow  their  oppressors.  And  it  is  becatise 
that  splendid  victory  has  resulted  in  the  enactment  and  enforce- 
ment of  an  admirable  civil  service  law,  that  wt  are  justified  in 
believing  that  Philadelphia  has  at  last  risen  from  the  shameful 
depths  of  political  degradation  and  entered  upon  a  long  career  of 
civic  liberty  and  enlightened  progress. 

It  is,  of  course,  obvious  that  the  Chicago  recommendations  can 
only  be  made  effective  by  the  enactment  of  many  new  laws,  and 
the  preparation  and  advocacy  of  such  laws  will  require  much  care 

and  skill  as  well  as  great  energy  and  persever- 
Hew  Laws,  ^^f^^-      The  public-spirited   and   self-sacrificing 

citizens  who  engage  in  this  laudable  work  are 
likely  to  be  criticised  by  unfriendly  or  superficial  thinkers  on  the 
ground  that  in  this  country  every  community  has  just  as  good 
government  as  it  wants  or  deserves,  that  there  is  no  one  to  blame 
for  bad  government  but  the  people  who  suffer  from  it,  and  that 
no  additions  to  the  excessive  number  of  existing  laws  can  accom- 
plish the  one  thing  needful,  which  is  the  conversion  of  bad  citi- 
zens into  good  citizens.  If  these  views  were  sound  it  would 
follow  logically  that  when  a  house  is  broken  into  and  robbed,  the 
burglars  should  be  regarded  as  innocent,  and  their  unhappy  vic- 
tim as  the  only  person  to  be  blamed,  because  he  has  failed  to  get 
a  sufficient  number  of  his  neighbors  to  join  him  in  forsaking  all 
other  business  and  in  being  always  armed  and  on  the  watch  day 
and  night  for  the  protection  of  his  property.  The  argument 
against  efforts  to  obtain  better  laws  is  equally  unsound.  No  one 
can  realize  more  clearly  than  the  advocates  of  such  measures  that 
it  is  only  by  the  aid  of  good  citizens  that  good  laws  can  be  made 
effective,  and  that  no  man  can  be  made  wise  or  virtuous  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  There  is,  however,  a  vast  difference  in 
the  practical  operation  of  good  and  bad  laws.  It  is  a  difference 
which  may  be  compared  to  the  difference  between  arming  the 
escort  of  a  richly-laden  caravan  with  effective  weapons,  or  bind- 
ing them  hand  and  foot  in  the  presence  of  a  horde  of  bandits, 

Wien  the  laws  are  what  they  ought  to  be  it  is  comparatively 
easy  for  the  people  to  defend  their  interests,  express  their  wishes, 
correct  their  own  mistakes,  and  remove  their  unfaithful  or  in- 
competent servants.     When  the  laws  arc  bad,  it  is  difficult  and 
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expensive,  and  in  many  cases  impossible,  to  achieve  success  in 
such  efforts.  Some  of  the  best  illustrations  of  these  principles 
are  found  in  laws  relating  to  the  granting  of  franchises.  Where 
franchises  are  granted  for  long  or  unlimited  periods,  the  hands 
of  the  people  are  tied,  and  resistance  to  the  abuse  and  extortion 
of  irresponsible  monopolies  is  apparently  hopeless.  When  fran- 
chises are  restricted  to  reasonable  periods,  the  power  to  correct 
such  evils  is  retained  by  the  people,  and  they  can  be  appealed  to 
and  interested  and  induced  to  act  as  often  as  the  necessity  arises. 
In  concluding  these  somewhat  cursory  comments  upon  the 
Chicago  resolutions  it  may  be  said  that  their  especial  value  con- 
sists in  their  being  the  latest  and  most  authoritative  statement  of 
some  of  the  most  essential  conclusions  which  have  been  reached 
and  established  through  the  long  experience  and  matured  thought 
of  the  most  practical,  successful  and  intelligent  municipal  re- 
formers that  America  has  produced.  They  can  be  safely  ac- 
cepted as  fundamental  principles  for  the  guidance  of  the  reform 
associations  and  patriotic  citizens  who  are  the  natural  leaders  of 
the  people  in  the  wide-spreading  popular  revolt  against  misgov- 
ernment  and  corruption  in  the  cities  of  the  United  States. 


The  Acceptance  of  Municipal  Ac- 
counting Reform. 

By  DR.  L.  G.  POWERS, 

Chief  SiktiitlciftDt  Bureaa  of  the  Ccaiuc, 

At  its  inception,  the  National  Mimicipal  League  adopted  cer- 
tain principles,  which  it  set  forth  as  the  fundamental  objects  for 
which  it  was  organized.  One  of  these  objects  was  stated  to  be 
"  To  promote  the  ihorotigh  investigation  and  discussion  of  the 
conditions  and  details  of  civic  administration/' 

^c  eaguea  ^i^^  League  had  been  in  existence  but  a  short 
time  before  it  was  perceived  that  to  secure  this 
object  the  cities  of  the  country  must  sooner  or  later  adopt  a  uni- 
form  classification  of  accounts  and  methods  of  accounting.  The 
League  accordingly  entered  upon  an  investigation  of  this  branch 
of  the  subject.  Its  committee  for  this  purpose  was  composed  of 
practical,  level-headed  men  who  understood  that  the  problems  in* 
volved  were  of  two  distinct  classes :  ( i )  Those  relating  to  the 
classification  of  accounts,  and  (2)  those  which  concern  the  prep- 
aration of  a  model  system  of  accounting.  These  problems,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  could  best  be  solved  one  part  at  a 
lime,  and  in  the  order  above  mentioned. 

fn  a  series  of  reports  to  the  annual  conference  the  committee 
has  presented  in  the  last  ten  years  the  results  of  their  delibera- 
tions with  reference  to  the  subject  of  a  uniform  classification  of 
accounts.  The  classification  recommended  by  the  committee  of 
this  League,  with  minor  modifications,  had  in  1 902  been  adopted 
by  a  number  of  the  cities  of  the  country,  A  number  of  other 
cities  at  the  time,  without  the  formal  adoption  of  the  scheme  In 
its  entirety,  had  modified  the  classification  of  their  accounts  to  a 
limited  extent  to  conform  to  the  schedule  of  the  League. 

The  wisdom  which  guided  the  committee  in  its  earlier  work  Is 
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evidenced  by  a  number  of  facts.  No  city  which  has  adopted  its 
classification  of  accounts — in  whole  or  in  part — has  ever  aban- 
doned the  same.  The  number  of  cities  using 
that  classification  has  increased  from  the  begin- 
ning in  a  geometrical  ratio.  The  defects,  or 
rather  imperfections,  of  the  earlier  city  reports  based  upon  the 
schedule  of  the  League  did  not  arise  from  any  inherent  weak- 
ness of  the  schedule,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  scheme  itself  was^ 
in  the  existing  condition  of  municipal  finance,  a  gigantic  under- 
taking, and  one  which  could  not  be  perfected  in  a  short  time. 
Before  it  could  be  fully  carried  out  there  must  be  in  the  hands  of 
all  interested  in  the  subject  data  relating  to  the  revenue  systems  of 
all  the  cities,  the  different  municipal  organizations,  and  the 
diverse  meanings  assigned  in  various  cities  to  the  financial  and 
other  ternis  employed  by  those  charged  with  the  administration 
of  cities.  There  must  also  be  made  detailed  instructions  for  the 
preparation  of  a  city  budget  on  which  to  base  this  classification 
of  payments  and  receipts,  so  that  all  cities  using  the  scheme  of 
the  League  might  be  working  along  identical  lines.  The  collec- 
tion of  such  data  and  the  preparation  of  those  instructions  in- 
volved an  immense  amount  of  labor  and  the  lapse  of  considerable 
time.  It  called  for  the  coordination  of  the  experience  of  all  the 
city  fiscal  officers  in  their  effort  to  produce  reports  comparable 
one  With  another. 

The  action  of  the  Municipal  League,  and  of  the  city  comptrol* 
lers  and  auditors  adopting  its  classification  of  accounts,  had  in 
1902  brought  the  work  of  classification  to  a  point  where  those 
interested   in    the   movement   saw   the   pressing 
The  Ce^sui  n^td.  of  this  additional  work  and  the  informa- 

a'^^"!*  ^^^"  which  it  would  render  available  for  the  pub- 

lic. It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census  entered  upon  its  two- fold  duties  of  collecting  the  data  for 
its  report  on  Wealth,  Debt,  and  Taxation,  and  its  data  for  the 
Social  Statistics  of  cities. 

In  the  preparation  of  its  schedules  and  instructions  to  agents  for 
the  compilation,  the  census  officials  perceived  the  broad  and  stable 
foundation  for  correct  statistics  which  had  been  laid  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  National  Municipal  League,    They  recognized  the 
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patience  and  painstaking  labors  of  the  city  fiscal  officers  who  had 
broken  tJie  old  fields  with  the  plowshare  of  intelligent  efforts  to 
give  their  constituents  somethings  better  and  more  valuable  as  a 
guide  to  more  intelligent  civic  action  than  was  furnished  by  the 
old  fiscal  reports.  Under  these  circumstances,  those  in  charge  of 
this  branch  of  the  census  work  set  themselves  to  the  task  of 
building  upon  the  foundation  of  the  National  Municipal  League 
a  superstructure  of  comparable  municipal  financial  statistics. 
This  task  has  proved  to  be  a  difficult  one,  even  for  the  large  re- 
sources of  that  bureau.  It  is  a  task  which  has  required  time  for 
its  accomplishment. 

The  first  work  was  hasty^  and,  therefore,  a  more  or  less  imper- 
fect study  of  the  revenue  systems  of  the  several  states  and  the 
different  municipal  organizations.  After  this  study  the  sched- 
ules, with  instructions,  were  prepared  for  collecting  the  data  for 
the  fiscal  year  1902.  The  active  work  of  collecting  those  data, 
and  the  consequent  practical  experience  with  the  revenue  systems 

id  methods  of  transacting  city  business,  led  to  a  change  both  in 
the  schedules  and  instructions  for  1903.  It  disclosed  so  many 
imperfections  in  the  work  of  1902,  calling  for  corrections,  that 
the  statistics  of  1902  were  held  up  and  not  published  until  cor- 
rected by  the  data  secured  in  1903,  and  the  reports  for  both  years 
were  issued  together  in  Bulletin  20. 

The  scedules  prepared  for  1903  were  used  in  collecting  the 
data  for  1904,  although  the  printed  instructions  for  1903  were, 
in  many  respects,  modified  by  special  typewritten  amendments. 
The  work  of  tabulating  these  data  for  1904  has  now  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  copy  is  about  ready  for  the  printer.  For  1905  the 
oflSct  is  about  completing  the  forms  for  new  schedules  and  in- 
structions, which  will  bring  to  date  the  results  of  its  study  of  the 
classification  of  municipal  accounts  and  the  instructions  neces- 
sary for  its  clerks  to  make  fairly  comparable  returns  for  the  sev- 
cral  cities. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  to  simplify,  and  to 
a  sHght  extent  condense,  the  earlier  general  instructions,  but  to 
supplement  the  printed  instructions  with  special 
instructions  for  each  state,  directing  how  to  ad- 
just the  special  financial  accounts  of  cities  in  that 
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state  to  make  with  those  of  otlier  states  a  harmoDioiis  and  com- 
parable whole. 

The  Census  Report  for  the  fiscal  year  1902  and  1903  was 
issued  in  1905  in  Bulletin  20,  That  bulletin  contained  a  brief 
statement  of  the  nomenclature  and  basis  of  classification  adopted 
by  the  Census.  In  another  report  to  be  issued  during  the  cur- 
rent year,  by  the  same  division,  there  will  be  given  some  admir- 
able summaries  of  the  revenue  systems  of  the  state,  county,  and 
municipal  governments  of  the  several  states.  These  have  been 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Carl  C.  Plehn,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  California.  The  preliminary  studies  of  Prof.  Pkhn, 
and  all  others  along  the  same  lines  in  the  Census  Office,  have 
been  indispensable  for  the  building  of  a  superstructure  of  com- 
parable statistics  upon  the  basis  of  the  early  classification  of  the 
National  Municipal  League.  When  issued,  this  work  of  Prof. 
Plehn 's  will  be  of  much  use  to  those  interested  in  the  study  of 
the  revenue  systems  of  states  and  municipalities.  The  statistics 
of  1905  will  give  in  considerable  detail  the  different  sources  of 
revenue  for  American  cities^  and  we  hope  to  make  the  bulletin  for 
that  year  a  fairly  comparable  presentation  as  well  as  a  complete 
exhibit  of  the  revenue  systems  and  sources  of  revenue  of  our 
large  American  cities.  When  we  have  issued 
Bmnmaries  of  Q^r  sumnmries  of  state  revenue  systems  and  our 
specific  analysis  of  the  working  of  such  systems 
for  all  of  our  larger  cities,  we  will — so  far  as 
the  income  of  cities  is  concerned — be  able  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  students  of  municipal  conditions  all  the  information  called  for 
by  the  statement  of  the  object  of  the  National  Municipal  League. 
We  shall  have  the  information  needed  "  to  promote  the  thorough 
investigation  and  discussion  of  the  conditions  and  details  of  civic 
administration" 

Owing  to  the  greater  complexity  of  municipal  than  of  state 
organization,  and  of  municipal  revenue  systems,  it  will  require 
the  lapse  of  more  time  before  I  shall  feel  that  our  tabular  exhibit 
of  payments  actually  presents  the  data  in  a  form  so  well  suited 
for  a  study  of  municipal  conditions  and  the  details  of  civic  ad- 
ministration. The  facts,  however,  show  tJiat  the  country  has 
advanced  a  great  distance  in  the  ten  years  since  the  National 
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Municipal  League  took  up  this  subject.  We  are  securing  statis- 
tics on  municipal  payments  and  receipts  in  a  form  which  approx- 
imately constitutes  a  basis  of  one  of  the  primary  demands  of  the 
League,  and  the  way  is  rapidly  opening  to  secure  all  other  needed 
statistical  information  relating  to  civic  administration  and  muni- 
cipal conditions.  Ten  years  ago  no  one  would  have  dreamed 
such  progress  attainable  in  this  period  which  I  now  review. 

But  the  foregoing  is  not  the  only,  nor  even  the  most,  hopeful 
side  in  the  situation.  That  most  hopeful  side  is  seen  in  the  atti- 
ttide  of  the  cities  themselves.  In  the  period  from  1890  to  1S93, 
when  the  Eleventh  Census  was  collecting  its  data  for  statistics  of 
municipal  finance^  the  office  met  hearty  cooperation  in  only  a  few 
cases.  In  many  cases  there  was  positive  distrust, 
and  in  the  majority ^  cold  indiflference  and  con- 
tempt. The  shining  exception  of  hearty  appre- 
ciation of  the  value  of  comparable  municipal  statistics  was  on  the 
part  of  the  auditor  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  voluntarily  sent  in 
the  first  report  of  a  city,  and  his  schedule  was  reprinted  and  made 
the  basis  of  instructions  to  other  city  officers  and  census  agents, 
as  the  proper  method  for  compiling  a  city  report.  This  action  on 
the  part  of  the  auditor  of  Cambridge  was  just  before  the  organ- 
ization of  the  National  Municipal  League,  but  the  gentleman  who 
in  1S91  came  lo  the  front  in  assisting  the  Census  Office  in  its 
work  of  securing  comparable  statistics  of  municipal  finance  early 
took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  National  Municipal  League. 
As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Uniform  Municipal  Accounts 
and  Reports  this  gentleman  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  this 
League,  as  he  has  to  the  officials  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
I  refer  to  the  Honorable  Harry  T.  Upham,  who  was  one  of  the 
fir^l— if  not  the  very  first — city  comptrollers  lo  make  trial  sched- 
ulcs  of  the  League  in  his  annual  city  report 

The  striking  case  of  intelligent  and  hearty  acknowledgment  of 
the  value  of  comparable  municipal  statistics  and  financial  trans- 
actions of  the  Eleventh  Census  has  grown  until  ever)'  official  in 
our  larger  cities  is  profoundly  concerned  with  the  subject.  The 
only  things  concerning  which  questions  arise  are  those  of  details — 
how  to  arrange  schedules  and  prepare  tables  that  will  be  of  most 
service.    The  field  is  so  new  that  there  arc  grounds  for  an  hon- 
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est  difference  of  opinion  here,  and  the  only  way  to  secure  further 
harmony  is  by  a  just  and  intelligent  discussion,  by  all  interested^ 
of  the  features  concerning  which  there  is  such  difference. 

Two  ycar^  ago  last  November  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  called 
a  conference  of  city  officials  and  accountants,  and  economists  in- 
terested in  these  statislics.  This  conference  was  held  in  Wash* 
ington,  and  was  attended  by  about  forty  persons. 
The  Ceiuofl  \  second  conference  was  held  in  February  last» 

ureau  ^^^^  ^^^^  attended  by  fifty-five  individuals  repre- 

sentmg  sixteen  different  states.  1  he  proceedmgs 
of  this  conference  will  leave  the  press  in  a  few  days,  its  resuhs 
will  dearly  show  that  the  majority  of  the  fiscal  officers  of  our 
important  cities  are  alive  to  the  value  of  a  uniform  classification 
of  municipal  accounts  on  the  lines  worked  out  by  the  Census  upon 
the  basis  of  the  original  schedule  of  the  National  Municipal 
League.  The  officials  present  at  that  conference  passed  resolu- 
tions urging  all  the  cities  of  the  country  to  arrange  their  accounts 
and  prepare  their  reports  on  the  basis  of  the  census  schedules. 
They  effected  a  temporary  organization,  and  at  the  meeting  of 
the  conference  of  the  League  of  American  Municipalities  next 
September  in  Chicago  they  will  take  up  this  question  and  all 
allied  topics  relating  to  uniform  and  reformed  municipal  ac- 
counting. 

The  subject  of  Uniform  Classification  of  Municipal  Accounts 
has,  in  the  ten  years  here  passed  in  review,  become  one  which 
has  attracted  the  attention  of  legislatures.  The  following  states 
have  passed  laws  requiring  uniform  municipal  reports,  and  in 
many  cases  the  adoption  of  uniform  system  of  accounts,  under 
the  supervision  of  state  accountants:  Ohio,  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, Iowa  J  and  Wyoming.  The  success  of  the  experiment 
in  Ohio,  where  uniform  reports  are  combined  with  a  uniform 
system  of  accounts,  and  supervision  thereof  by  the  state,  has 
done  almost  as  much  as  the  work  of  the  census  in  extending  and 
popularizing  the  movement  for  uniform  classification  of  accounts, 
and  they  promise  to  accomplish  even  more  than  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census*  Similar  bills  to 
those  passed  this  last  winter  in  ^Tassachusetts  and  Iowa  are  be- 
fore the  legislatures  of  other  states,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  en- 
actment  into  law  within  the  next  year  or  two. 
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Allied  with  the  question  of  uniform  classification  of  municipal 
accounts  and  uniform  municipal  financial  reports  is  that  of  re- 
formed and   improved   niunicipal   accounting.     This   subject   is 
attracting  much  attention  on  the  part  of  many 
city  officials,  accountants  and  economists.     From 
the  nature  of  its  relation  to  this  field,  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  has  not,  and  cannot  at  present 
take  any  active  part.     The  importance  of  the  subject  points  out 
the  advisability  of  thoroughly  testing  the  so-called  revenue  sys- 
tem of  accounts  to  ascertain  how  far  and  under  what  circum- 
stances they  are  advisable  in  American  municipal  affairs.     The 
results  of  the  introduction  of  these  accounts  into  a  number  of  our 
cities  has  thus  far  been  considered  very  largely  from  the  account- 
ant's standpoint.     They  should  be  carefully  investigated  -from 
their  relation  to  civic  administration,  and  the  comparative  clear- 
ness of  such  reports  for  the  average  citizen  and  taxpayer. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  would  suggest  that  it  is  very  de- 
sirable for  a  committee  of  the  brightest  men  interested  in  muni- 
cipal affairs,  together  with  one  or  two  accountants^  to  make  a 
careful  investigation  of  all  the  later  reports  of 
Isyaitifatioii  ii^^^  principal  cities.  Let  ihem  take  two  or  more 
of  these  reports — some  of  them  revenue  and 
some  of  them  on  the  cash  basis — to  the  wide- 
awake and  fairly  intelligent  men  interested  in  municipal  affairs, 
such  as  councilmcn,  city  attorneys,  professors  of  our  colleges, 
members  of  citizens*  reform  associations  and  like  bodies,  and  ask 
them  as  disinterested  individuals  to  examine  these  reports  and 
point  out,  for  each,  what  they  think  are  good  points,  and  to  state 
their  reasons  for  accepting  and  calling  them  good.  Let  them 
also  state  what  information  they  would  like  to  sec  in  a  city  re- 
jiort  which  they  fail  to  find  in  these  reports.  In  this  latter  case 
let  them  state  for  each  class  of  information  desired  the  object  for 
which  they  desire  it. 

With  such  information  from  a  thousand  representative  stu- 
dents, with  no  axe  to  grind,  the  committee  of  the  League  could 
I  during  the  next  year  lay  the  basis  for  the  universal  adoption  of 
^H  improved  as  well  as  a  uniform  system  of  accounting.  It  seems 
^B  to  mc  there  is  danger  in  rushing  ahead  at  the  present  time  to  a 
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hasty  acceptance  of  new  accounts  introduced  by  men  familiar 
with  commercial  accoiints  but  not  largely  conversant  with  the 
needs  of  mutiicipatities. 

The  movement  begun  ten  years  ago  by  this  League  is  now 
under  full  headway,  with  steam  up,  and  its  momentum  is  con- 
stantly being  accelerated  in  something  like  a  geometrical  ratiD. 
Without  mishap,  ten  years  more  will  see  a  change  in  our  cities 
nothing  less  than  revotutionary  in  its  character.  The  work  of  the 
Census  has  cleared  the  track  for  a  uniform  classification  of  ac- 
counts- There  should  be  something  done  to  clear  the  way  for 
uniform  accounting.  The  League  can  do  this  along  the  line 
suggested. 

I  cannot  close  without  calling  your  attention  to  some  of  the 
effects  which  have  followed  the  publication  of  Census  Bulletin  20 
with  its  statistics  of  cities  of  25,000  inhabitants, 
^iteEffwte^  for  1902  and  1903.  That  bulletin  disclosed  to 
the  cities  of  the  Pacific  Coast  the  fact  that,  un~ 
hke  most  other  cities  of  the  country,  they  were  not  receiving  any 
interest  on  the  current  deposits  of  the  cash  in  banks.  A  disdo- 
sure  of  this  fact  by  the  publication  of  this  bulletin  has  led  to  an 
agitation  for  state  legislation  for  the  regulation  of  this  subject, 
and  I  am  assured  that  there  is  every  probability  that  laws  will  be 
enacted  by  the  next  Legislature  of  California  requiring  interest 
to  be  paid  not  only  on  all  the  deposits  of  cities,  but  on  those  of 
counties  and  other  civil  divisions. 

In  Missouri  cities  other  features  of  Bulletin  20  disclosed  the 
fact  that  cities  of  that  state,  with  the  exception  of  St.  Louis,  had 
no  way  of  ascertaining  from  their  own  books  the  amount  of  taxes 
from  railroads  to  which  they  were  entitled.  As  a  result  of  this 
disclosure  a  bill  is  being  prepared  for  the  next  State  Legislature 
to  correct  the  defect  and  keep  the  officials  in  right  touch  with  all 
the  sources  of  their  revenue. 

In  at  least  fifty  cities  the  figures  of  the  bulletin  were  used  as 
the  basis  of  political  discussion  before  the  last  election,  and  in  as 
many  others  those  figures  entered  into  the  discussion  of  the  bud- 
get before  the  city  council  this  past  winter.  Many  uses  of  these 
comparative  census  statistics  were  unquestionably  faulty  and  un- 
justified by  the  facts,  owing  to  the  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
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correct  way  of  using  the  figures,  but  tht  incorrect  as  well  as  the 
correct  use  of  these  figures  show  that  correct  comparable  statis- 
tics of  municipal  transactions  are  the  true  basis  of  promoting  the 
thorough  investigation  and  discussion  of  the  conditions  and  de- 
tails of  civic  administration,  and  hence  that  anything  that  im- 
proves these  statistics  will  facilitate  that  investigation  and  dis- 
cussion. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  is  now  arranging  to  begin  its  col- 
lection of  data  for  the  fiscal  year  1905  not  far  from  July  ist.  Its 
schedules  will  cover  a  wider  field,  and  in  many  respects  will  fur- 
nish the  public  more  details  than  ever  before.  The  Bureau  is  at 
present  engaged  in  preparing  its  schedules  for  this  later  year. 
It  takes  pride  in  the  achievement  accomplished  by  its  force,  which 
is  a  collection  of  some  of  the  best  and  most  efficient  young  clerks 
tliat  are  under  the  employ  of  any  public  office,  commercial  cor- 
poration or  private  business.  Wliatever  the  office  has  achieved 
has  been  accomplished,  however^  only  through  the  cooperation 
and  loyal  work  of  its  employees  and  the  hearty  assistance,  criti- 
cisms and  suggestions  of  all  interested  in  the  subject.  The 
amount  of  our  progress  in  the  future  will  be  measured  very 
largely  by  the  degree  in  which  the  office  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
cities  and  those  concerned  with  civic  administration.  The  bright- 
est of  young  men  in  a  great  city  like  New  York,  Chicago,  Phila- 
delphia, or  Boston  can  compile  comparable  statistics  only  by  a 
sympathetic  cooperation  of  the  local  officers-  We  can  improve 
otir  schedules  and  our  tabular  presentation  only  as  we  receive 
ttiggestions  as  to  local  needs  and  statements  of  the  places  in 
which  the  present  report  fails  to  answer  local  requirements.  We 
must  have  such  criticisms  of  our  reports,  as  I  have  suggested,  for 
the  local  reports.  We  are  seeking  these  in  every  way  and  from 
every  possible  source.  We  bespeak  the  active  cooperation  of  all 
interested  in  the  National  Municipal  League,  and  we  urge  a  like 
cooperation  of  all  interested  in  the  subject  of  iiniform  muni- 
cipal accounting. 


Ohio   Experience    with   Uniform 
Accounting  and  Reporting. 

Bjf  A.  B,  PECKINPAUGH,  Columbus,  O., 
StEte  Audilidr'a  DspartincDt. 

The  State  of  Ohio  has  now  had  three  years'  experience  under 
the  operation  of  an  act  to  create  a  bureau  of  inspection  and 
supervision  of  public  offices  and  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  public  accounting,  auditing  and  reporting  under  the 
administration  of  the  auditor  of  state,  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  May  loth,  1902,  and,  as  a  representative  of  the  Bureau 
of  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Public  Offices  created  by  this 
act,  I  have  been  requested  to  present  to  the  National  Municipal 
League  some  of  our  experiences  in  making  a  practical  applica- 
tion of  this  law  to  the  various  mtmictpal,  county,  township  and 
school  accounts  of  the  state. 

Before  entering  upon  tlie  task  of  relating  the  experiences  of 
the  Department,  it  might  be  well  to  briefly  &tate  some  facts  rela- 
.  tive  to  the  origin  of  the  law  and  some  of  the 

of  the  L^"^  many   reasons   for  its  enactment.     It  has   long 

been  apparent  to  any  who  have  been  interested 
enough  to  make  even  the  most  cursory  investigation,  that  pub- 
lic accounting  and  reporting  has  not  kept  pace,  along  the  line 
of  improvement,  with  the  systems  adopted  in  private  business 

t enterprises.  The  reasons  for  this  condition  are  many,  but  some 
of  the  more  important  might  be  stated  as  follows : 
1st.  The  conduct  of  public  affairs  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
officials  whose  tenure  of  office  is  sitort  and  in  many  instances 
having  no  training  or  experience  to  fit  them  for  the  duties  they  are 
assuming.  As  a  very  natural  consequence  they 
rt^j7??„_  follow  the  course  of  least  resistance  and  adhere 
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perpetuating  antiqualed  systems  of  accounting  which  are  not  at 
all  adequate  for  moclern  conditions. 

2nd.  These  officials  have  not,  in  the  past,  been  responsible  to 
anyone  except  the  people  who  elect  them^  and  the  people  as  a 
whole  are  nsiiatly  quite  easily  satisfied  along  the  lines  of  ac- 
counting and  reporting,  being  very  different  in  this  respect  from 
the  head  of  a  great  private  business  concern,  who  is  ever  alert 
to  employ  experienced  men,  adopt  progressive  and  up-to-date 
methods,  and  demand  clear  and  distinct  statements  and  reports 
which  exhibit  the  true  financial  condition  of  the  business  in  a 
clear^  concise  and  comprehensive  way  as  to  its  every  detail 

The  State  Board  of  Commerce,  comix>sed  as  it  is  of  the  active 
and  energetic  business  men  of  the  state,  were  the  first  to  re- 
cognize this  condition  of  the  public  accounts  of  the  state,  at 
least  the  first  to  take  active  steps  to  secure  legislation  looking 
to  the  bettering  of  such  conditions.  Mr.  Allen  Ripley  Foote,  the 
secretary  of  the  board,  drafted  the  act  providing  for  uniform 
systems  of  public  accounting  and  so  ably  and  persistently  advo- 
cated its  passage  by  the  General  Assembly  that  it  became  a  law 
May  loUi,  1902, 

The  act  provides  for  the  creation  of  a  bureau  of  Inspection 
and  supervision  of  public  offices  under  the  administration  of 
the  auditor  of  state  who  is  designated  as  the  chief  inspector  and 
supervisor,  with  authority  to  appoint  three  depuHe6,  not  more 
til  an  two  of  whom  shall  belong  to  the  same 
political  party,  and  as  many  state  examiners  as 
are  required  to  administer  the  provisions  of  the 
act»  $uch  examiners  to  receive  compensation  at  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  day  and  expenses  incurred.  The  law  is  very  broad 
in  its  scope  as  will  be  seen  by  noting  some  of  its  provisions. 
It  provides  that: 

"  The  auditor  of  state  through  said  bureau  shall  formulate, 
pre.Hcribe  and  install  a  system  of  accounting  and  reporting,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  that  shall  be  mitfonn 
for  every  public  office  and  every  public  account  of  the  same 
class,  and  which  shall  exhibit  true  accounts  and  detailed  state- 
ments of  funds  collected,  received  and  expended  1  for  account  of 
the  public  for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  by  all  public  officers. 
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employes  or  other  persons,  such  accounts  to  show  the  receipt, 
use  and  disposition  of  all  public  property,  and  the  income,  if 
any,  derived  therefrom,  and  of  all  sources  of  public  income  and 
tlie  anioimls  due  and  received  from  each  source,  all  receipts, 
vouchers  and  other  documents  kept,  or  that  may  be  required  to 
be  kept,  necessary  to  isolate  and  prove  the  validat)'  of  every  trans- 
action, and  all  statements  and  reports  rnade  or  required  to  be 
niade*  for  the  internal  administration  of  the  office  to  v^'hich  they 
pertain^  and  all  reports  published,  or  that  may  be  required  to  be 
published,  for  the  information  of  the  people,  regarding  any  and 
all  details  of  the  financial  administration  of  public  afifairs, 

"The  Auditor  of  State  through  said  Bureau  shall  require  from 
every  taxing  district  and  public  institution  financial  reports  cov- 
ering the  full  period  of  each  fiscal  year,  in  accordance  with  tbe 
forms  and  methods  prescribed  by  him,  wliich  shall  be  uniform 
for  all  accounts  of  the  same  class,  which  said  reports  shall  be 
prepared,  certified  and  filed  with  said  Bureau  within  thirty  days 
after  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year  by  the  auditing  department  of 
said  taxing  district  or  public  institution.  Such  reports  shall 
contain  an  accurate  statement  in  summarized  form,  of  all  col- 
lections made  by  or  receipts  received  by  the  officers  from  all 
sources,  all  accounts  due  the  public  treasury  but  not  collected, 
and  of  all  expenditures  for  every  purpose  antl  by  what  authority 
authorized,  and  also:  (a)  A  statement  of  all  costs  of  ownership 
and  operation  and  of  all  income  of  each  and  every  public  service 
industry  owned  and  operated  by  a  municipality. 

(b)  A  statement  of  the  entire  public  debt  of  every  taxing 
ilistrict  to  which  power  has  been  delegated  by  the  state  to  create 
a  public  debt,  showing  the  purpose  for  which  each  item  of  the 
debt  was  created,  the  provisions  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
deJ)t  together  with  such  other  information  as  may  be  required  by 
the  auditor  of  state.  Such  reports  shall  be  certified  as  to  their 
correctness  by  said  auditor  of  state,  his  deputies,  or  by  a  state  ex- 
aminer, or  other  person  legally  authorized  to  make  such  certifi- 
cate. Their  substance  shall  be  published  in  an  annual  volume 
of  cotnparative  statistics  that  shall  be  issued  for  each  class  of 
ounts  at  the  expense  of  the  state  as  a  public  doaiment,  and 

all  be  submitted  by  the  Auditor  of  State  to  the  Governor  for 
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transmittal  to  the  Legislati*rc  at  tlie  next  regtilar  session»  or  at 
a  special  session  when  required/' 

The  required  appointments  were  niade,  and  the  organization 
of  the  department  was  effected  July  ist»  1902. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  members  of  the  de- 
partment, upon  a  careful  study  of  the  law,  were  somewhat  ap- 
palled at  the  extent  of  its  provisions;  all  had  had  experience 
with  the  various  classes  of  public  accounts  of  the  state  and  it 
required  but  little  investigation  to  determine  that  there  were 
about  as  many  systems  of  accounting  as  there  were  Jifferent 
public  offices;  add  to  this  the  fact  that  each  oflScer  was  exceed- 
ingly tetiaok>us  in  his  belief  that  he  had  the  very  best  system 
for  his  particular  class  of  accounts,  and  we  were  confronted 
with  a  serious  problem,  in  bringing  about  uniformity  in  these 
widely  differing  systems. 

At  this  critical  time  we  were  again  assisted  by  the  State  Board 
of  Commerce,  which  employed  and  paid  from  its  own  funds, 
Mr.  Harvey  S,  Chase  as  consulting  expert  to  the  department,  in 
municipal  accounts,  from  whom  valuable  assistance  was  received. 
The  schedules  adopted  by  the  National  Municipal  League  formed 
the  basis  from  which  we  worked,  and  were  of  very  great  value 
to  tis  in  arriving  at  a  system  for  the  seventy-two  cities  of  the 
state. 

Naturally  many  difficulties  were  encountered 
in  bringing  about  the  desired  result;  active  op- 
position, however,  came  from  but  few  places. 

Inasmuch  as  the  law  provided  that  each  county  should  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  the  department  in  proportion  to  popu- 
lation and  the  cost  of  all  ins|jection  was  made  a  charge  against 
the  political  division  whose  accounts  were  inspected,  oppor- 
tunity was  given  and  one  county  auditor  refused  to  draw  war- 
rants for  the  compensation  of  examiners,  setting  up  the  claim 
of  unconstitutionality. 

Although  we  were  successful,  in  an  action  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State,  to  compel  the  issuing  of  the  warrants  and 
the  act  was  held  to  be  valid,  yet  there  was  more  or  less  uncer- 
tainty and  consequent  delay  during  the  pendancy  of  the  action. 

It  has  been  thought  to  be  inadvisable  to  adopt  drastic  mcas- 
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ures  to  compel  the  adoption  of  our  forms  of  accounting  and  re- 
porting, believing  that  the  beneficial  effects  of  uniformity  would 
be  so  apparent  as  to  recommend  Itself  and  the  fonns  would  be 
adopted  with  but  little  delay. 

As  a  result  of  this  policy,  there  are  a  few  counties  and  cities 
of  the  state  where  the  forms  prescribed  have  not  yet  been 
adopted,  but  we  hope  to  have  them  adopted  completely  in  the 
near  future. 

The  inspection  feature  of  the  law  has  been  carried  along  with 
the  other  features  and,  as  a  natural  result,  some  enmity  on  thci 
part  of  officials  whose  shortcomings  have  been  reported  upoit 
and  made  public,  has  been  created  toward  the  department.  This, 
together  with  some  criticisms  as  to  the  cost  of  the  department, 
and  political  considerations,  no  doubt  led  to  the  introduction  of 
a  bill  at  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  just  closed,  to  re- 
peal the  act  under  which  the  department  ts  operating;  however, 
the  bill  got  no  further  on  its  legislative  way  than  the  committee 
to  which  it  was  first  referred,  and  we  believe  the  public  senti- 
ment  of  the  state  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  retention  of  the 
statute  authorising  inspection  and  supervision  of  tlie  public 
accounts. 

We  have  also  been  at  some  disadvantage  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  the  compensation  provided  by  tlie  General  Assembly  for 
our  examiners  is  not  adequate  to  at  all  times  secure  the  services 
of  men  thoroughly  competent  to  perfonn  the  arduous  duties 
required.  Our  experience  has  been  that,  in  some  instances, 
when  men  have  become  proficient  in  the  work,  their  services 
command  better  remuneration  in  other  lines. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  encountered,  we  are  pleased 

■  to  state  that  much  progress  has  been  made  in  the  work. 

H  Our  efforts  were  first  directed  to  a  system  of  accounting  and 

H  reporting   for   the   seventy- two   cities   of   the   state,    varying  in 

■  population  from  S,ooo  to  nearly  500,000.  By  the 
H  ogress.  system  prescribed  the  acconnis  of  the  various 
m  city  auditors  were  placed  upon  a  uniform  basis  and  so  arranged 
K  that  Uie  annual  financial  report  may  be  made  without  difficulty 
^^V.  and  within  a  few  days  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

^^m  I     The   schedules    for   annual    reports   are   in   conformity    with 
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those  of  the  National  Municipal  League  except  as  local  condi- 
tions and  laws  made  it  necessary  to  depart  therefrom  as  to 
some  of  the  less  important  details. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1904,  these  forms  were  installed 
in  nearly  all  of  the  city  auditors'  offices,  and  in  the  two  years' 
operation  have  accomplished  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
designed.  We  have  received  little  or  no  critictsm  and  much 
praise  from  the  officials  having  them  in  use. 

A  form  of  general  ledger  to  produce  the  balance  sheet  of  tlT« 
city  has  not  yet  been  prescribed >  but  we  fully  expect  to  install 
this  form  within  the  present  year.  We  have  had  but  little  in 
the  way  of  precedent  to  follow  with  respect  to  a  general  ledger 
form,  as,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  there  is  but  one  city  in  the 
entire  state  where  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  keep  such  a 
ledger,  and  in  this  instance  it  was  very  indifferently  and  un- 
satisfactorily kept. 

We  have  issued  a  volume  of  comparative  statistics  compiled 
from  the  reports  of  city  audtors  for  the  years  1903  and  1904, 
containing  valuable  information  as  to  the  cost  of  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  various  departments  of  the  cities  grouped 
in  tables  according  to  population,  in  convenient  form  for  com- 
parison of  the  same  items  of  expenditure  in  cities  of  approxi- 
mately equal  population.  It  is  by  enabling  the  public  as  well 
as  the  official  to  make  these  comparisons  that  the  cities  are 
greatly  benefited  financially. 

Heretofore  no  intelligent  comparison  of  tJie  various  items  of 
expenditure  was  possible  owing  to  the  fact  that  each  city  pub- 
lished its  annual  report  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  the  city 
auditor,  which  resulted  in  there  being  as  many  forms  of  report 
as  there  were  cities,  thus  rendering  them  of  absolutely  no  value 
for  comparative  purposes* 

It  is  an  incontrovertible  fact  that  the  financial  condition  of 
the  various  municipalities  of  the  state  has  shown  marked  im- 
provement witJiin  the  past  three  years,  and  we  firmly  believe  that 
this  very  desirable  condition  is  largely  attributable  to  the  in- 
formation given  through  the  use  of  the  accounting  and  reporting 
system.  It  is  indeed  highly  gratifying  to  our  department  to  note 
improvement. 
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Uniform  accounting  and  reporting  has  also  been  prescribed 
for  the  more  than  700  villages  of  the  state, 
which  is  proving  an  efficient  aid  in  the  better- 
ment of  the  public  service,  and  we  are  just  now 
receiving  the  first  annual  report  of  their  financial  condition,  upon 
the  forms  prescribed  which  are  simple  but  give  such  information 
as  will  allow  intelligent  comparisons. 

The  form  of  accounting  for  the  1600  townships  and  2S00 
school  districts  has  been  made  uniform  and  the  system  pre- 
scrilicd  is  now  in  use  in  nearly  all  the^e  taxing  districts.  The 
matter  of  a  uniform  report  for  school  districts  has  not  as  yet 
beefi  taken  up  by  the  department:,  as  this  feature  has  heretofore 
been  handled  by  the  state  school  commissioners*  department,  and 
any  additional  requirements  on  our  part  would  involve  double 
labor, 

A  uniform  system  of  accounting  was  prescribed  for  the  audi- 
tor's and  treasurer's  ofices  of  the  88  counties  of  the  state  and 
installed  in  nearly  every  county  on  September 
1st,  1904.  This  system  encountered  consider- 
able opposition,  particularly  on  the  part  of  the 
treasurers,  on  the  ground  that  it  largely  increased  the  volume 
of  work  in  their  office;  the  criticism,  however,  came  principally 
from  those  treasurers  who  had  not  theretofore  kept  an  adequate 
account  of  the  financial  transactions  of  their  office.  In  fact, 
some  of  these  important  offices,  handling  annually  as  much  as  a 
million  dollars  of  the  public  funds,  were  without  any  books  of 
account  whatever  and  were  dei^endent  entirely  upon  the  audit- 
ing department  of  the  countj^  with  the  result  that  some  very 
icrious  conditions  were  disclosed  upon  examinations  being  made 
by  examiners  from  our  department,  which  will  be  explained  later 
Owing  to  the  existence,  in  the  statutes  of  the  state,  of  many 
laws  of  a  special  nature  not  applicable  to  all  the  counties  alike, 
creating  conditions  in  one  which  did  not  exist  in  another,  the  task 
of  prescribing  a  uniform  schedule  for  the  annual  financial  re- 
port for  counties  was  a  most  difficult  one,  but  after  much  careful 
investigation  as  to  the  divers  conditions  brought  about  by  con- 
fliiting  provisions  of  the  statutes,  and  in  some  instances  secur- 
ing   legislative    enactments    to    cure    such    conditions,    uniform 
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schedules  were  prescribed  for  the  report  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing August  31st,  1905. 

The  schedules  provide  for  a  detailed  classification  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  each  purpose,  with  all  transfers,  refunds 
and  other  temporary  accounts  ehminated,  thus  securing  actual 
results.  Our  troubles  come  about  from  the  difficulty  in  secur- 
ing an  accurate  compilation  of  the  reports  by  the  local  officials, 
by  reason  of  their  not  being  familiar  with  the  forms.  To  secure 
accuracy,  which  is  of  course  absolutely  essential,  verification  will 
have  to  be  made  by  representatives  of  the  department,  which, 
with  the  force  now  at  our  command,  is  rather  a  slow  process. 
We  believe,  however,  that  the  schedules  with  some  further 
amendments  to  meet  local  conditions,  will  prove  effective,  and 
the  comparative  statistics  to  he  compiled  and  published,  will  give 
the  officials  and  the  publk  sudi  information  as  will  bring  about 
a  great  improvement  in  the  financial  condition  of  the  counties. 
From  the  financial  reports  heretofore  published,  the  citizen  or 
lax  payer  could  secure  very  little,  if  any,  information  as  to  the 
purposes  for  which  the  public  funds  were  expended  nor  the 
ainount  expended  for  each  purpose,  for  the  reason  that  the 
various  laws  providing  for  Iheir  pubHcation  require  the  different 
officials  authorized  to  expend  funds,  to  make  separate  reports, 
to  be  published  at  different  times,  thus  giving  the  information 
desired  in  a  fragmentary  form  and  rendering  it  of  little  or  no 
value.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  these  reports  were  published  m 
almost  as  many  diflferent  forms  as  there  are  counties  and  it  will 
be  quite  evident  that  they  were  of  no  vahie  whatever  for  com- 
parative purposes,  and  many  of  them  almost  worthless  for  any 
purpose,  some  being  apparently  prepared  with  the  intention  of 
giving  as  little  information  as  possible. 

The  inspection  feature  of  the  work  has  been  productive  of 
d  results  in  all  classes  of  offices.  This  is  the  feature  which 
keeps  the  department  most  prominently  before 
the  general  public  owing  to  the  wide  publicity 
given  to  our  examiners'  reports  through  the 
public  press.  Many  of  these  reports  disclose  malfeasance  and 
misfeasance  on  the  part  of  the  officials,  and  are  made  to  appear 
quite  sensational  in  their  publication ;  for  the  most  part,  how- 


givi 

1^ 


The  InBpection 

features* 


ever,  they  simply  disclose  a  condition  of  negligence  or  a  tendency 
to  follow  well  established  precedent,  radier  than  any  willful 
intent  on  the  part  of  the  official  to  defraud  the  county  or  mis* 
appropriate  the  pttblic  funds.  As  a  result  of  these  examinations, 
two  or  three  officials  have  been  indicted  and  sentenced  to  con- 
finement in  the  penitentiary  and  about  that  many  more  are  under 
indictment  awaiting  trial  for  forgery  or  embezzlement.  The 
punishment  for  crime  h  not,  however,  the  object  of  the  ex- 
aminations but  is  rather  the  outgrowth  of  the  conditions  de- 
veloped, and  virc  feel  sure  that  the  mere  fact  that  public  officers 
know  that  their  accounts  and  official  acts  are  to  be  investigated 
by  examiners  employed  by  the  state,  and  a  report  thereon  made 
public,  acts  not  only  as  a  powerful  influence  to  deter  them  from 
committing  illegal  or  crimnal  acts  but  as  an  incentive  to  put 
forth  every  effort  for  the  public  good  that  they  may  merit  the 
commendation  of  the  examiner,  and,  through  bis  report,  that  of 
the  public  generally. 

These  examinations  have  thus  far  residted  in  direct  findings 
against  officials  and  others,  of  public  moneys  illegally  expended 
and  to  be  returned  to  the  respective  treasuries^  in  excess  of 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars,  a  considerable  part  of  which 
has  already  been  returned,  In  addition  to  this  large  amount* 
there  can  be  no  question  but  that  a  much  larger  sum  has  been 
saved  by  preventing  illegal  expenditures  that  would  otherwise 
have  been  made.     At  the  time  the  General  Assmbly  was  being 

urged  to  pass  a  uniform  accounting  law,  Mr. 
1^^|5  Foote.   Secretary'  of  tJie  Ohio  State  Board  of 

Commerce^  made  the  statement  that  such  a  law 
would  save  to  the  tax  payers  of  the  state  $  annually 

and  we  believe  the  results  thus  far  attained  have  fuUy  demon- 
strated this  statement  to  be  correct. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  give,  somewhat  in  detail,  the  condi- 
tions  disclosed  in  one  or  two  of  our  examinations.  In  one 
coimty  it  was  developed  that  the  county  treasurer  kept  abso- 
lutely no  books  of  account  whatever,  seeming  to  think  that  his 
duty  was  performed  when  he  received  the  money  he  was  author- 
ized to  receive,  paid  out  the  amounts  he  was  authorized  to  pay, 
and  without  keeping  any  account  of  his  cash,  producing  semi- 
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aniutally  llie  aiiiount  shown  by  the  county  auditor's  accounts  to 
be  in  hk  hands.  It  was  also  disclosed  that  the  deputy  auditor 
who  kept  the  account  with  the  treasurer,  in  addition  to  this  duty 
also  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk  in  the  treasurer's  office  at  odd 
times.  As  a  result  of  this  method  of  conducting  the  pubHc  busi- 
ness, the  examiner  reported  a  shortage  in  the  treasury  during  a 
period  of  seven  years  of  nearly  seventy  thousand  dollars.  The 
deputy  auditor  is  under  indictment  for  forgery  and  larceny,  one 
treasurer  has,  through  his  bondsmen,  made  good  the  shortage 
occurring  during  his  term  and  the  other  has  paid  part  and  will, 
no  doubt ^  $oon  settle  the  balance  of  the  large  amount  due.  Witfi 
any  inteUigent  system  of  accounting  and  inspection,  of  course, 
such  a  state  of  affairs  could  not  possibly  exist.  In  many  other 
counties  similar  conditions  were  found  to  exists  but  with  the 
absence  of  criminal  features. 

Our  first  examinations  were  confined  to  an  inspection  of  the 
conditions  as  disclosed  by  the  face  of  the  records,  in  but  few 
Lstances  going  into  the  matter  of  taking  parol  testimony  to  es- 
iblish   facts   not  obtainable   from  the  records.     It   was   found 
[upon  examination  that  a  large  number  of  the  county  treasurers 
^f  the  state  were  illegally  depositing  the  public  moneys  in  van- 
IS  banks.    The  laws  of  the  state  make  this  embezzlement  on 
[the  part  of  the  treasurers.     In  addition  to  the  criminal  feature 
It  was  intimated  that  some  of  the  treasurers  were  illegally  con- 
certing to  their  own  use,  the  interest  received  upon  this  money 
'bo  illegally  deposited;  however,  as  this  was  a  matter  not  dis- 
closed by  the  records*  we  simply  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
local  prosecuting  attorneys,  an  exact  statement  of  the  facts  with 
the  idea  that,  if  warranted  by  the  condition  presented,  further 
investigation  might  be  made  by  them  in  the  courts* 

Very  little,  if  anything,  was  done  by  the  local  authorities,  how- 
ever, until  the  recent  senatorial  investigation  made  in  Hamilton 
Coumy  with  the  result  that  something  like  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion dollars  was  turned  back  into  the  county  treasury,  as  interest 
or  gratuities  received  by  the  treasurers  and  illegally  converted 
to  their  own  use.  It  is  probable  that  similar  action  will  now  be 
taken  in  some  of  the  smaller  counties,  where  the  same  conditions 
are  tiiought  to  exist 
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While  the  inspcrtion  of  the  public  offices  disdoses  ani  r:r- 
rects  many  abuses  and  irregularities,  yet  it  is  in  the  snpcm^ijr 
feature  of  our  work  that  we  feel  the  public  scrvioe  if  lessr 
most  benefitetl.  Through  the  advice  given  by  oar  depBrmsn: 
and  the  examiners  under  its  control,  Ijoth  as  to  the  law  zai  ri; 
administraticjn  of  puhhr  affairs,  we  are  gradually  bringing  i:i."»a: 
a  uniform  pron-flurf  in  tJr  methods  employed  in  the  poblir  rmsj- 
ness  to  the  end  tlinl  in  Uu-  sui>ervi*iion  of  contracts  and  zne±i.»is. 
the  inrHrect  savings  to  the  various  treasuries  have  been  rrD=r 
more  than  the  direct  findings  returnefl  in  the  investigatiofr^. 

In  relating  some  of  the  exjKTiences  of  the  departmcni  in  :be 
administration  of  the  uniform  accounting  law  in  Ohio.  1  fear 
that  I  may  have  ripened  the  way  to  the  criticism  of  being  Mke 
the  "  man  with  the  muck  rake."  To  avoid  that,  I  want  to  >aj 
in  closing  that  our  public  ofikiiils  generally  arc  men  of  hor:ei? 
intentions  and  pur|ioses,  and  that  by  the  administration  of  "je 
uniform  accounting  law  they  are  becoming  more  proficient  and 
the  public  is  receiving  the  benefit  of  this  increased  proficienc}-. 
while  the  occasional  official  who  is  inclined  to  be  dishone>:  is 
kept  in  the  straight  and  narrow  way. 
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It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that,  theoretically  at  least,  we  are 
all  m  favor  of  standard  and  uniform  reports  from  public  utilities 
and  municipal  enterprises;  that  we  appreciate  the  necessity  for 
such  reports  and  that  we  earnestly  desire  to  see  standard 
schedules  authoritatively  provided  for  them.  Accepting  this 
position,  we  may  then  address  ourselves  immediately  to  the  prac- 
tical difficulties,  and  the  question  arises,  **  What  obstacles  must 
we  first  overcome  before  such  standards  can  be  provided,  and, 
further,  what  authorities  must  we  invoke  in  order  to  have  such 
forms  accepted  and  used  universally?" 

The  authorities  must  evidently  be  invoked  throtigh  statutory 
requirements  of  states.  Illustrations  are  before  us  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  accounts  of  gas  companies  and  elec- 
tric companies  by  Massachusetts,  an  example 
now  followed  by  New  York;  also  in  the  control  of  railroad  re- 
ports by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and  by  the  rail- 
road commissioners  of  various  states,  Sdll  other  examples  are 
evident  in  the  regulation  of  municipal  accounts  and  reports  by 
Ohio.  Wyoming,  New  York,  and  now,  imder  an  act  just 
passed,  by  Massachusetts, 

The  authorities  are  therefore  available  and  sufficteiit.  Our 
next  question,  therefore,  is,  "  How  can  these  authorities  be  in- 
structed and  incited  to  action,  and  to  action  along  uniform  lines, 
which  is  fundamentally  important?"     Evidently  a  supreme  au- 
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thority  as  a  leader  is  necessary*  Have  we  such  an  authority  and 
is  it  inclined  and  prepared  to  lead?  In  the  writer's  opnion  we 
have  such  an  authority  in  the  United  States  Census,  and  already 
this  authority  has  surveyed  the  field,  has  sharpened  the  ploughs 
and  is  breaking  up  the  ground.  In  fact,  it  has  already  run  a 
number  of  remarkably  straight  and  uniform  furrows.  In  so  im- 
portant a  question  we  may  assure  ourselves  that  where  the 
United  States  Census  leads,  the  state  boards  and  municipalities 
will  surely  follow. 

The  fundamental  authorities  being  thus  in  evidence  and  in 
activity,  we  may  properly  devote  our  attention  to  the  difficulties. 
What  are  these  difficulties  ? 

In  an  endeavor  to  get  at  some  of  these  things  at  first  hand  and 
to  make  them  clear  to  himself  and  to  others  in  a  practical  way 
the  writer  has  taken  the  best  material  available,  namely,  tlie  an- 
nual returns  by  gas  and  electric  companies  and 
by  municipal  industries  in  Massachusetts,  and 
has  attempted  to  set  up  their  financial  transactions  upon  a  stand- 
ard schedule. 

For  this  schedule  a  form  submitted  at  the  recent  conference 
called  by  the  Census  Bureau  at  Washington  in  February  has  been 
taken.  This  form  had  subsequently  been  discussed  and  amended 
by  a  special  committee  of  tlie  American  Association  of  Pubhc 
Accountants  appointed  for  this  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
Association.  The  deliberations  of  this  committee  are  not  yet 
completed,  and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  material 
for  additional  discussions  in  that  committee  as  well  as  of  pre- 
paring this  paper  that  the  examination  of  these  Massachusetts 
returns  was  undertaken. 

In  order  that  tliere  may  be  no  misunderstanding  I  will  state 
plainly  that  the  forms  here  set  forth  have  not  been  finally  ac- 
cepted by  any  individual  or  committee.  They  are  tentative  forms 
devised  for  the  purpose  in  hand  and  subject  to  modification  here- 
after. With  this  explanation  the  schedule  may  now  be  presented, 
mainly  as  a  basis  for  further  discussion, 
i  We  will  first  consider  the  proper  form   for  "  Revenue   and 

^      Expense  "  transactions  of  a  public  utility  during  the  fiscal  year, 
^^Including  in  this  item  all  revenues  accrued  during  the  year  and 
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all  cxpen^ses  incurred  during  the  year.  The  fundamental  items 
of  such  a  statement  are  three;  First,  the  revenue;  second,  all 
expenses  which  must  be  paid  ultimately  out  of  revenue;  third, 
the  excess  (or  deficiency)  of  revenue  for  the  year  and  the  dis- 
position of  it.  My  experience  advises  ine  to  reverse  tliis  ar- 
rangement in  part  and  to  set  forth  "  Expense  "  first,  followed 
by  "  Revenue  "  and  then  by  the  disposition  of  the  excess,  or 
deficiency.  On  this  page  is  given  a  *'  Suggested  Form  for  Stand- 
ard Schedule  "  for  financial  statements  of  municipal  enterprises 
and  public  service  corporations,  showing  revenue  and  expense 
during  the  year: 

SUGGESTED  FORM  FOR  STANDARD  SCHEDULE. 
Expenses  or  Ofesativg. 

T,  Expense  of  majnifacture  ..,.*...,,,..,,,,......,... $ 

Operation . . . . , *.,,.,...., $ 

Maintenance. ...,,,,,,,.,,, , $ 

Product   purchased, ..,...»...,,.,.♦,.,..,.....*...*.,.$ 
2.  Expense  of  distribution ........$ 

Operation  .,,,..♦,,,,♦, , .  ♦ . , $ 

Maintenance .-.....►.,.......* % 

J.  Genera]  cxpeniic  ( salaries,  ofEce  supplies  and  expenses}.. ..  .$ 


Total  ( I,  2  and  3) ..,.........,$ 

4,  Taxes  (real  estate  and  o^er) .........,..$ 

$.  Franchise  taxes  (paid  or  accrtied  annually  or  otherwise). . .  .$ 

6,  Rentals  (leaseholds,  etc.) ...,.,., .....,«...., $ 

7.  Insurance  ( fire,  accident  and  fiduciary ) . .  .$ 

5.  Dainases  (Including  extraordinary  legal  and  other  expenses 

and  losses) ..-,......, . ....... *  * .  .$ 

9,  Guaranty  (bad  debts  written  off  and  reserve  for  doubtful 

accounts) ...... ,...,.,..$ 

10.  Depreciation  (dctcrioraticin  written  off  and  reserve  for  esti- 
mated depreciation).,  ...,.,..*..,.,,*».,,.*.....*.....$ 


Total  expense  of  operating.. , .  ► . , ,,.,,....$ 
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Gross  eATmn^i  from  public  services.  ,..*.....*..,$ 

Gross  earning)  froin  prit'ate  coos^ujers, $ 

Gross  eirntngi  from  by-products,  etc., $ 


Total........ , ..4 

Deduct  rebates,  reftmds^  dtscounti^  etc.  ......$ 


Total  rcvcimc  from  operating. ...,,, *...,$ 


0.  Net  revenue  from  operating  (or  defictency ) , . . 

b.  Otber  revenue,  or  income,  net   (from   sources  other  than 

operating) .,....,.. 

t.  Appropriations  for  operating^  provided  by  the  mimidpality 

from  general  funds , ,..,.............*..,.. 

Total  available  income.............. 

DiSPOSITlOK  OF  AVAILAJILE  INCOME. 

1 1.  Interest  on  funded  and  floating  debts 

Remainder  of  available  income. ........ 

12.  Reserved  for  sinking  funds. ......,, % 

13.  Reserved  for  amortization  funds. ,.....,... $ 

14.  Reserved  for  other  funds. . . ,.  *  ^ ._,,..,...  ,$ 


Total  reserves. . . $ 

15.  Dividends  (private  plants) , , . .  .$ 

16.  Appropriation  to  general  city  funds  (public  plants  ).$ 


Total  disposition  of  available  income.. .$ 


Credit  (or  debit)  balance  transferable  to  ''surplus" $ 


Ezpenfles  of 
Operating. 


The  expenses  of  operating  are  set  forth  under  ten  headings. 

The  first  three  are  common  both  to  publicly 
operated  and  to  privately  operated  plants  and 
are  ordinarily  set  forth  in  the  accounts  of  most 
plants.  Items  4  to  10  are  separately  stated,  but  are  also  im- 
portant elements  of  expense  and  all  of  them  must  ultimately  be 
provided  for  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  plant.  If  these  elements 
of  expense  are  not  properly  provided  for  in  this  manner  in  the 
accounts  there  will  come,  sooner  or  later,  a  time  when  the  enter- 
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Other 


prise,  if  pri\'ately  operated,  will  fail  and  require  reorganization 
and  new  capital.  If  publicly  operated  the  drain  upon  the  tax 
levy  will  become  overwhelming  and  the  public  operation  will  be 
< [enounced  and  abandoned. 

All  of  these  ten  items  are  true  *'  expenses  of  operating/'  In 
addition  to  them  there  are  other  requirements^  which  must  also  be 
provided  for,  such  as  interest  payments  and 
provisions  for  sinking  funds  (11,  12,  13  and 
14).  In  private  plants  these  items  must  be  paid 
out  of  revenue;  they  cannot  be  provided  from  capital.  Similarly 
these  items  in  a  municipal  plant  must  be  provided  from  revenue ; 
either  from  revenue  of  plants  or  from  appropriations  of  general 
tax  levy.  Appropriations  for  these  purposes  are  legitimate  and 
proper  as  diey  have  to  do  only  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
municipaJity  provided  the  original  cost  (capital)  of  the  plant. 

In  the  schedule  we  therefore  handle  these  items  as  *'  disposi- 
tions of  net  revenuCp*'  and  not  as  elements  of  *'  expense  of  operat- 
ing." Expense  is  set  forth  first,  followed  by  revenue  for  the 
rcaK>n  made  clear  in  subsequent  tables  that  in  a  large  number  of 
municipal  plants  no  earnings  are  set  forth  in  the  accounts  cover- 
ing street  lighting,  which  is  the  main  business  of  these  plants. 
Sometimes  a  definite  appropriation  is  made  for  this  purpose,  but 
even  in  such  cases  it  is  generally  insufficient  to  cover  the  expenses 
of  the  service.  Therefore  one  can  not  at  present  satisfactorily 
compare  revenues  of  private  plants  with  revenues  of  municipal 
plants.  Expenses,  however,  must  always  include  the  same  classes 
of  items  and  can  be  properly  compared.  Expenses  are  therefore 
set  forth  first.  Revenue  follows,  and  the  difference  between  its 
total  and  the  total  expense  of  operating  discloses  the  net  revenue 
(or  deficiency)*  from  operating  (a).  To  this  must  be  added 
(b)  revenue  or  income  (net)  from  sources  other  than  operating, 
and  for  public  plants  (c)  municipal  appropriations  for  operating, 
provided  from  tax  levy  or  other  general  city  funds,  but  not  in- 
cluding? any  appropriation  used  for  new  construction,  improve- 
ments to  the  plant,  or  other  capital  purposes.  Tlie  total  of  these 
three  items  (a,  b  and  c)  gives  the  available  net  income  from 
which  to  deduct  tlie  additional  requirements  for  interest,  sink- 
iog  funds,  etc,  described  above. 
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Important 
Pomta. 


Ft  is  desirable  to  bring  to  the  reader's  attention  a  number  of 
other  important  points. 

First.  It  is  evideju  that  revenue  from  sales  of  product,^ 
water,  gas,  electricity,  power*  etc., — ^should  be  separated  from 
revenue  from  extraneous  sources,  such  as  from 
rents,  or  from  investments  and  securities,  etc. 
In  tJie  schedule  these  extraneous  sources  of 
revenue  are  set  forlh  at  *'b/'  as  explained  above,  and  do  not 
affect  the  financial  results  of  tiie  business  viewed  solely  as  a  gas 
undertaking,  an  electric  undertaking,  etc. 

Second.  It  is  evident  that  discounts,  rebates,  refunds,  etc, 
should  be  handled  as  deductions  from  revenue,  not  added  to  ex- 
pense, thus  giving  true  "  earnings,"  actual  revenue. 

Third,  There  arc  three  primary  divisions  of  expense  as  pre- 
viously mentioned, 

1.  •*  Expense  for  manufacture  "  pertaining  to  gas»  electricity 
or  power  for  street  railways;  this  subdivision  for  water  being 
called  "  expense  for  water  supply  and  storage/" 

2.  **  Expense  for  distribution/*  which  explains  itself.  Each 
of  these  two  divisions  is  subdivided  into  '*  operation  '*  and 
"  maintenance  " ;  "  operation  "  covering  strictly  running  ex- 
pense,s,  and  **  maintenance  "  covering  repairs  and  ordinarj^  re- 
newals. These  subdivisions  are  essential  for  this  reason:  That 
as  this  schedule  is  to  apply  both  to  public  plants  and  to  private 
plants,  the  relative  cost  of  "  operation,"  i.  e.,  actual  running  ex- 
pense, should  be  evident,  and  likewise  the  relative  amounts  ex- 
pended, or  laid  aside  for  repairs,  including  deterioration,  should 
be  in  evidence. 

Comparing  a  public  enterprise  with  a  private  enterprise,  the 
operation  expense  of  the  first  plant  may  be  heavier  than  the  cor- 
responding  expense  of  the  second  plant,  w*hile  the  maintenance 
(repairs)  expense  of  the  first  may  be  much  less  than  that  of  the 
second.  Important  differences  in  administration  would  thus  be 
show^n  by  our  schedule^  whereas  if  these  items  appeared  only  as  a 
total  in  each  plant,  these  totals  might  be  approximately  the  same 
and  conclusions  drawn  therefrom  might  then  be  exceedingly 
misleadingf. 

3.  The  third  division  of  expense  is  ''general   expense."     A 
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designation  which  we  all  understand.  The  important  point  here 
is  that  "  general  expense  "  shall  not  include  any  of  the  items 
which  are  sure  to  differ  very  materially  between  public  plants 
and  private  plants  per  se.  That  is  to  say^  taxes  and  francliise 
payments  are  distinctively  private  plant  charges ;  sinking  fund 
provisions  are  commonly  only  public  plant  charges.  Insurance 
differs  very  greatly,  interest  varies  markedly.  Damages  and 
cxtraordinar}'  legal  expenses  apply  differently.  Depreciation  is 
usually  inadequately  handled,  etc,  etc.  Therefore  we  do  not  in- 
clude any  of  these  variables  in  "  general  expense/*  They  follow 
later  in  the  schedule.  The  items  which  should  be  included  in 
'*  general  expenses  **  are  these :  Salaries  of  officers,  general  sala* 
ties,  directors'  allow^ances,  rent  of  offices^  general  office  expenses, 
postage,  telegraph,  telephone,  stationery  and  printing,  ordinary' 
legal  expense,  etc. 

Fourth.  The  total  of  the  three  primary  divisions  of  '*  ex- 
pense "  is  then  given.  Comparisons  of  the  costs  of  public  and 
private  administration  up  to  this  point  may  be  safely  made  as  all 
the  preceding  elements  should  be  identical  in  character. 

Fifth.  All  additional  items  which  are  necessary  elements  of 
expense  liefore  "  net  revenue  **  can  be  established  may  be  consid- 
ered somewhat  as  variables.  These  represent  actual  facts  even 
though  they  may  be  omitted  in  the  bookkeeeping.  Taxes  are 
paid  by  private  plants,  but  usually  lost  to  the  public  treasury 
through  public  plants.  They  must  be  properly  considered  for 
correct  comparisons.  Insurance,  in  its  various  phases,  is  a  risk 
which  mtist  be  taken  and  estimated,  or  paid  for. 

Damages  and  legal  expenses  (extraordinary)  differ  greatly 
between  public  and  private  plants  and  are  therefore  set  up  sepa- 
rately here, 

Guaranty  for  losses  on  bad  debts  or  other  shrinkages  of  cur- 
rent assets,  is  also  variably  handled, 
j  Depreciation  of  machinery  and  plant  is  complicated  and  diffi- 

I  cult  to  allow  for  and  yet  it  goes  on  daily  and  hourly  in  every 
I  plant.  It  must  be  provided  for  either  consciously  in  the  books 
:  or  onconsciously  in  undistributed  reserves  or  else  the  plant  will 
'  suffer  an<l  the  capital  value  will  be  reduced. 
^»  All  these  items  arc  true  charges  against  revenue  before  profits, 
^BDr  net  rcvenite^  can  be  established. 
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Owing  to  the  different  methods  of  providing  capital  for  public 
plants  and  for  private  plants  the  returns  upon  (or  repayments  of) 
this  capital  must  be  carefully  considered  in  the 
Pa^eiitB  reports  and  disclosed  in  the  schedules.     Public 

Accflimti  capital  is  usually  borrowed  on  bonds  or  notes 

and  paid  off  through  sinking  funds,  Pa)Tnents 
into  sinking  funds  for  such  a  purpose  are  therefore  distributions 
of  net  revenue  just  as  much  as  dividends  upon  share  capital  in 
private  plants  are  distributions  of  profits.  Interest  aJso  is  a  pay- 
ment for  use  of  capital^bor rowed  capital,  to  be  sure,  but  still 
capital  Payments  of  interest  are  therefore  actually  distributions 
of  net  revenue  paid  upon  borrowed  capital  in  place  of  dividends 
paid  upon  share  capital 

In  order  to  correctly  compare  distributions  of  profits  in  private 
plants  with  net  revenues  in  public  plants,  we  must  consider  the 
total  of  dividends,  interest  and  sums  laid  aside  for  franchise 
amortization  in  the  former  against  the  total  of  interest,  sinking 
fund  items  and  returns  to  the  general  municipal  treasury  simi- 
larly laid  aside  in  the  latter. 

The  next  division  of  the  schedule,  *'  disposition  of  net  reve- 
nue,*' is  therefore  of  fundamental  importance.  All  of  the  items 
included  thereunder  have  no  relation  to  **  expense  of  operating.*^ 
They  are  merely  distributions  of  net  revenue.  That  this  is  true 
of  dividends  is  universally  accepted.  That  it  is  true  of 
moneys  laid  aside  for  sinking  funds  is  also  evident  after  a  mo- 
ment's thought.  To  consider  interest  in  the  same  category  is 
perhaps  difficult  for  the  average  fiscal  officer,  but  it  is  apparent 
that  this  item  represents  the  use  of  capital,  in  this  case 
borrowed  money. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  compare  net  revenues  of  public  and 
private  plants  if  interest  were  put  above  the  line  while  dividends 
were  left  below  the  line.  Take  for  instance  a  private  corporation 
with  $500,000  share  capital  and  no  bonds,  and  a  municipal  in- 
dustry with  $500,000  4%  bonds  outstanding.  If  interest  were 
put  above  the  line  the  public  plant  would  be  charged  $20,000  as 
k  an  expense  item,  whereas  the  private  plant  would  have  no  such 
I  charge  above  the  line.  This  distinction  is  essential  and  must  be 
I       carefully  observed  for  all  comparative  purposes. 
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The  remainder  of  tJie  schedule  explains  itself,  and  I  need  say 
only  that  each  of  the  items  given  in  this  consolidated  statement 
sliould  be  set  forth  in  detail  on  subsidiary  supporting  schedules 
which  should  follow,  in  the  main,  the  uniform  distribution  of  the 
'  accounts  provided  in  the  standard  schedules  of  the  American 
Water  Works  Association,  the  American  Gas  Light  Association, 
the  National  Electric  Light  Association  and  the  Association  of 
Street  Railway  Accountants.  It  will  be  found  feasible  and  prac- 
ticable to  draw  off  the  items  needed  for  the  consolidated  state- 
ment, herewith  submitted,  direct  from  the  standard  detailed 
schedules  of  these  four  national  associations.  The  original 
schedule  was  presented  by  the  writer  at  the  second  conference 
upon  Uniform  Municipal  Rei^orts,  etc.,  called  by  the  United 
States  Census  Bureau  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  February,  1906. 
The  purpose  of  the  writer  in  presenting  the  consolidated  state- 
ment was  to  have  it  carefully  considered,  amended  and  adopted 
at  that  conference  and  thereafter  to  have  it  acted  upon  by  the 
American  Association  of  Public  Accountants  and  by  the  Na- 
tional Municipal  League.  !t  is  proposed  then  to  submit  the  final 
forms  to  the  United  States  Census  Bureau  and  to  the  Investigat- 
ing Committee  of  Twenty-one  of  the  National  Civic  Federation, 
with  the  request  that  these  forms  be  utilized  as  the  basis  of  the 
fuiancial  reports  which  will  he  made  hereafter  by  that  committee 
upon  public  and  private  enterprises  in  this  country  and  abroad. 

Schedules  thus  standardized  and  accepted  will  thereupon  be- 
come the  foundation  upon  which  Uie  accumulation  of  data  can 
safely  be  made  for  years  to  come.  Results  predicated  ujxjn  such 
data  can  then  be  accepted  and  acted  upon  intelligently  in  the 

I  light  of  local  condition  s^  in  any  community  which  may  consider 
he  purchase  or  establishment  of  municipal  enterprises  of  this 
paturc, 
I  Already  the  purpose  of  the  standard  schedule  has  appealed  to 
m  wide  constituency  in  this  country  and  in  Great  Britain,  and  it 
loay  be  safely  stated  that  the  effect  of  a  full  discussion  of  the 
fundamental  accounting  propositions  concerned  in  it  cannot  be 
other  than  exceedingly  beneficial  to  officers  of  both  public  and 
private  plants,  to  public  accountants,  to  business  men  and  to  in- 
diigent  citizens  generally. 


ILLUSTRATIVE  EXPERIENCES 


The  writer  has  no  bias  for  or  against  municipal  ownership,  but 
as  a  professional  accoitntant  he  appreciates  fully  that  fiimncial  re- 
sults are  by  no  means  the  only  ones  which  must  be  carefully  con- 
sidered when  comparisons  are  made  between  public  and  private 
operation.  Others  matters  are  frequently  of  equal  or  greater  im- 
portance. Fnancial  results,  however,  are  of  serious  importance 
and  they  cannot  be  too  fully  and  accurately  stated.  Municipal 
officers  and  cltkens  should  be  enlightened  by  the  accounts  and  re- 
ports from  tbdr  plants^  not  blinded  and  misled  by  them  as  is  fre- 
quently the  case  at  present. 

The  United  States  Census  Btireau  is  about  to  undertake  a 
complete  inquiry  into  municipal  operation  of  public  utilities 
throughout  the  country,  and  great  care  will  be  given  to  the 
preparation  of  standard  schedules,  both  summary  and  detailed, 
for  all  classes  of  these  enterprises. 

APPLICATION  OF  THE  STANDARD  SCHEDULE  TO  TEN  COMPANIES  AND 
TO  TEN  MUNICIPAL  PLANTS  IN   MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  plants  selected  were  taken  somewhat  at  random  out  of 
the  total  number  of  such  plants  making  annual  returns  to  the 
gas  and  electric  light  commissioners  of  Massachusetts,  attention 
having  been  given  to  their  relative  sizes^  gauged  by  their  out- 
puts and  by  the  poulations  of  the  districts  served  by  the  plants. 
Four  of  each  ten  are  *'  gas-electric  "  plants,  including  Haverhill, 
in  which  the  results  of  two  separate  plants  are  combined.  The 
remaining  twelve  plants  are  electric  solely.  The  figures  given 
are  those  furnished  to  the  gas  commissioners  under  oath  by  the 
officers  of  the  plants,  and  are  authoritative.  The  interesting  and 
important  features  of  these  tables  are  first,  the  gaps  in  the 
schedules  where  no  figures  appear,  and,  second,  the  comparisons 
of  the  various  elements  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  revenues. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  present  comparisons  are  by 
no  means  final;  in  fact,  they  are  merely  starting  points  from 
which  after  much  more  data  in  relation  to  any  two  of  the  plants 
have  been  gathered,  it  may  be  possible  to  set  up  truly  compara- 
tive figures  and  to  reach  conclusions  which  will  be  accurate  and 
fair.  In  other  words,  the  figures  given  here  are  merely  first 
steps  in  the  stairway  leading  up  to  the  broad  platform  upon 
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whicli  imi>artial  comparisons  of  sttch  data  must  be  ultimately 
based. 

With  these  considerations  in  mind  we  may,  without  being 
misled,  give  consideration  to  the  discrepancies  and  deficiencies 
shown  in  the  schedules  of  ten  companies  and  ten  mtinicipalities 
in  Massachusetts. 

I  will  call  attention  especially  to  item  4,  taxes,  item  5,  fran- 
chise taxes,  and  item  lo,  depreciation.  Loss  of  taxes  is  evidently 
considered  as  no  element  of  cost  in  any  of  the  municipal  plants, 
yet  of  course  the  lack  of  receipts  from  taxes  is  a  distinct  loss  to 
each  municipality  when  comparisons  are  made  with  privately 
managed  plants.  Depreciation,  on  the  contrary',  is  made  a  dis- 
tinct charge  in  all  the  municipal  plants  although  not  allowed  for 
in  many  of  the  companies.  This  will  be  surprising  to  the  ordin- 
ary observer,  but  it  arises  from  a  requirement  of  law  in  Massa- 
chusetts whereby  municipal  plants  must  set  aside  annually  at 
least  five  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the  plant  as  a  provision  against 
depreciation.  Municipal  plants  are  usually  called  upon  to  pro- 
vide  for  sinking  funds  out  of  net  revenues  of  the  plant,  or  out 
of  municipal  appropriations,  and  these  items  are  set  forth  in 
their  proper  place  in  the  schedule. 

Tlic  feature  already  mentioned*  namely,  the  lack  of  definite 
payments  for  street  lighting  by  the  municipality  to  its  plant,  is 
also  apparent  when  we  follow  across  the  first  item  under  "  re- 
venue from  operating." 

Many  other  interesting  features  will  be  discovered  in  the 
schedules  if  attention  is  given  to  them. 

The  author  of  this  paper  and  the  committees  now  discussing 
the  matter  will  be  pleased  to  give  careful  consideration  to  com- 
ments and  suggestions  looking  toward  the  bettering  of  the  ar- 
rangement or  terminology  of  these  schedules. 
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Municipal  Operation  in  Duluth, 

Minn, 

By  U  N,  CABK,  Dulutb, 
MkiiBgH  ftfid  Secrct«r/  of  the  Water  and  Li^ht  CDpim:i»ioD. 

I  am  asked  to  prepare  a  paper  for  the  National  Mimictpal 
League,  which  is  to  be  "a  statement  of  the  condition  before 
municipal  operation  and  since,  with  a  comparison  of  the  results 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  service  and  final  returns."  My 
paper  is  **  to  be  free  as  possible  from  technical  terms  and  un- 
necessary details/'     In  other  words,  /  am  to  talk  business. 

The  water  and  gas  plants  were  purchased  by  the  eity  August 
1st,  1898,  from  the  private  company  operating 
of  the  Flanta  them.  Previous  to  that  time  tiie  rates  for  water 
were  by  meter  3754  cents  per  100  feet  for  or- 
dinary consumption,  and  for  families  on  flat  rate  $9,00  in  five 
rooms,  and  $1.00  for  each  room  in  excess;  for  bath  each  $500, 
water  closets  each  $5.00  and  wash  basins  $4,00  each.  This  will 
be  sufficient  of  the  schedule  for  comparison. 

Rates  for  gas  were;  net  lighting  $1.90,  and  $1.00  for  fuel,    The^ 
amount  of  **  gas  sold  "  the  year  the  city  bought  the  plant  wi 
twenty  million  feet  in  round  numbers.     For  some  time  previouft^ 
to  the  purchase  a  great  and  growing  discontent  pervaded  all^ 
classes,  not  only  with  the  character  of  the  service  rendered,  but 
also  with  the  quality  of  the  water  furnished. 

Some  two  years  previous  to  the  purchase  of  the  plants,  and 
at  which  time  negotiations  were  pending  for  their  purchase, 
so  determined  were  the  people  that  they  would  not  submit 
longer  to  the  impositions  of  the  company  that  steps  were  takai 
to  parallel  the  plants  if  a  satisfactory  conclusion  could  not  be 
reached  in  these  negotiations. 
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To  the  end,  first,  that  the  supply  of  water  should  be  pure  and 
wholesome  beyond  all  question,  it  was  determined  to  establish 
a  pumping  works  nine  miles  further  down  the  lake,  to  construct 
a  42-inch  force  main  therefrom  and  a  13^  million  gallon  re- 
sen^oir  thereon,  and  for  these  purposes  issued  $i,io6,ckxj  of 
bonds,  upon  which  is  an  annual  interest  burden  of  $55,300. 
This  construction  was  nearly  completed  and  preparations  were 
being  made  to  paralld  the  mains  of  the  two  systems  when  the 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  plants  came  to  a  successful 
issue,  and  the  transfer  was  made;  the  city  paying  the  Compiany 
for  its  entire  holdings  $1,250,000,  which  sum  was  also  obtained 
by  the  sale  of  bonds  upon  which  was  an  annual  interest  of 
$55,900. 

The  operation  of  the  two  plants  was  then  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  commission  of  five  citizens,  with  the  express  understanding 
and   expectation   that    from   their   earnings   all 


Operatioii. 


expenses  for  operation  and  maintenance  would 


be  met,  and,  in  addition,  both  the  interest  burdens  described 
above,  amounting  to  $111,000  annually.  Hydrant  ren^ls  and 
payments  for  the  various  uses  of  water  by  the  City  were  con- 
tinued to  the  Department  as  previously  to  the  Company ;  and,  in 
fact,  with  the  additional  handicap  of  the  $55,300  interest  as 
above,  less  the  taxes  amounting  to  $13478,  tlie  conditions  of 
liie  operations  of  the  department  were  practically  the  same  as 
those  of  the  Company,  with  the  exception  of  the  additional 
expense  of  pumping  water  nine  miles  farther. 

Now,  briefly,  as  to  the  results:  The  service  is  improved  at 
least  to  this  extent:  no  discriminations  exist  as  to  charges,  dis- 
counts, rebates,  etc.,  etc.  In  other  words:  The  principle  of 
**  equal  rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none  *'  is  rigidly 
nuLintained.  Gradual  but  continuous  reductions  in  rates  have 
been  made,  regulated  simply  by  the  amount  of 
reduction  tliat  the  surplus  earnings  would  per- 
mit, without  any  regard,  up  to  tlie  present  time,  of  the  obliga- 
tion resting  upon  the  city  of  providing  a  fund  for  the  redemption 
of  the  bonds.  The  main  endeavor  so  far  has  been  to  get  the 
water  rates  down  to  a  point  where  they  would  cease  to  be  bur- 
densome, and  as  to  the  gas  to  make  it  so  cheap  that  the  people 
could  not  afford  to  use  electric  light  or  coal  for  cooking. 
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The  result  as  to  the  quantity  of  gas  sold  is  almost  phenomcn 
Last  year  over  no  million  feet  were  sold,  and  that  of  January 
last  was  53%%  increase  over  that  of  January,  1905. 

The  present  water  rates  are:  17J4  cents  per  100  feet  for  or- 
dinary consumption,  with  flat  rates  for  families  $6.00  per  an- 
num in  ^ve^  rooms,  with  50  cents  each  additional  room:  Bath 
tubs,  water  closets  and  wash  basins,  $2.00  each;  less  than  one- 
half  those  of  the  Company, 

Gas,  j^  cents  net  for  all  consumption  excepting  for  heating 
of  premises  and  g-as  engines,  which  is  50  cents. 

The  interest  on  the  supplementary  system,  which  is  the  price 
Duluth  has  paid  for  its  pure  and  wholesome  water,  and  which 
is  additional  to  the  cost  of  its  supply  by  the  private  Company, 
^ggJ*egates  in  the  seven  years  of  operation  $386,800.  Reduc- 
tions of  rates,  both  water  and  gas,  aggregate  to  January  ist, 
1906^  $630,961.99.  The  accumulated  savings  of  the  Board, 
most  of  which  have  been  invested  in  new  extensions,  aggregate 
$121,181-25. 

As  a  loss  or  partial  offset  to  these  benefits  the  Department 
received  from  the  tax  levy  an  aggregate  of  $65,206.29,  provided 
in  the  City  Charter  at  a  half  mill  rate  "  to  be  used  exclusively 
in  the  reduction  of  water  rates/*  The  taxes  voided  by  the 
purchase  aggregate  $116,651,65  to  January  i,  1906.  The  sub- 
sequent purchase  of  the  West  Duluth  Water  Plant  for  $140,000 
voided  a  possible  water  rate  from  the  private  company  of  $15,000 
for  three  years.  This  leaves  a  balance  of  $942,085.30,  which  is 
the  aggregate  result  in  cash  profits  to  the  people  of  Duluth 
during  the  seven  years  operation  of  the  plants. 

It  will  not  be  surprising  if  some  kindly  disposed  persons  ex- 
press doubts  as  to  the  above  statements,  inasmuch  as  some  o£ 
our  own  reputable  citizens  have  been  known  to  do  so  at  various 
times.  In  fact,  so  public  and  persistent  became  these  state- 
ments last  year  that  the  Board  of  Water  and 
Doubt*,  Light   Commissioners   urged   upon   the   council 

the  necessity  of  having  the  affairs  and  bookkeeping  of  this  de- 
partment thoroughly  overhauled  by  some  well  known  reputable 
Accountants. 

Pursuant  to  this,  Mitchell  Marwick  &  Co.,  were  employed  to 
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exainine  the  books  of  the  Department  during  its  entire  operation, 
and  with  the  result  that  we  secured  a  verdict  of  "  Not  Guiky/' 
togi^er  with  the  statement  that  the  affairs  of  the  Department 
had  been  conducted  "  honestly  and  intelligently."  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  and  actuated  by  a  circular  letter  received  from  your 
Secretary  subsequent  to  the  preparation  of  the  foregoing,  I  de- 
sire to  add: 

In  regard  to  the  first  and  second  of  the  final  questions  in  said 
letter^  as  to  what  is  necessary  in  organization  to  ensure  the 
success  of  municipal  ownership  and  operation  of  public  utilities, 
I  am  well  grounded  in  the  faith,  after  thirty 
^^**.  years'  experience,  that  the  control  of  their  af- 

hflA'T^orht  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  *^^P^  entirely  free  from  political 

influences.  To  that  end  a  department  of  the  city 
government  should  be  created  by  charter  amendment,  in  which 
should  be  vested  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  operations  of 
the  utility  in  question,  wih,  of  course,  such  restrictions  and 
Uniitattons  as  it  may  appear  wise  to  enact 

■  The  control  of  this  Department  should  then  be  imposed  upon 
a  non-partisan  Board  to  serve  without  remuneration  and  for 
m  tenn  of  years,  one  expiring  each  year,  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 
or  better  still,  by  the  Circuit  Court,  the  judges  acting  m  banc 
in  making  their  selection. 
H  Very  possibly  it  might  be  well  to  leave  with  the  Common 
Council  certain  powers  of  supervision  or  even  a  necessity  of  its 
approval  of  all  extensions,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 

I  always,  and  every  community,  the  enemies  of  municipal  owner- 
ship are  active  and  powerful,  and  usually  acquire  control  of  this 
body  sufficiently  at  least  to  influence  its  action  upon  matters 
that  are  of  interest  to  themselves.  The  very  fact  that  there  are 
exceptions  to  this  proves  its  truth. 

To  the  last  question  I  would  say,  that  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
a  eommensurate,  or  greater^  good  has  been  obtained,  then  it  in 
no  way  militates  against  the  successful  operation  of  a  plant  in 
that  it  receives  an  annual  appropriation  from  the  tax  levy.  As 
an  illustration:  The  Charter  of  Duluth  requires  an  appropriation 
9X.  the  rate  of  one-half  mill  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  Water  and 
Light  Department  to  be  used  exclusively  in  the  reduction  of  its 
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water  rates.  From  this  source  the  aggregate  receipts  to  January 
I.  U)Qfh  amounted  to  $65,206,  while  the  aggregate  reduction  in 
its  water  rates  during  this  period  have  amounted  to  $38i»8o2. 

Had  this  appropriation  not  been  ntade  its  reductions  would 
siriiply  have  been  that  much  less. 

Whatever  claims  may  be  made  or  arguments  used  against  the 
municipal  ownership  and  operation  of  public  utilities,  this  great 
truth  stands  out  impregnable :  the  people  own  the  streets  which 
constitute  a  consderable  portion  of  the  several  plants  that  fur- 
nish these  utilities,  and  which,  under  franchises  granted  private 
companies,  are  given  over  to  the  use  of  said  companies  with- 
out any  conipcnsation  being  received  by  the  people  therefore. 

The  imposition  of  a  tax  on  a  private  company,  at  a  percent- 
age on  its  gross  or  net  earnings,  is  frequently  resorted  to  as 
a  cure  for  this  evil;  but  I  hold  that  such  legislation  enhances 
the  evil,  as  tliis  tax  comes  as  a  matter  of  fact  out  of  the 
pfjckets  of  the  patrons  of  the  utility,  who  are  by  this  means 
forced  to  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community. 

Take  the  street  car  traffic  as  an  example:  the  great  majority 
of  those  who  patronize  street  cars  are  from  the  working  and 
middle  cla<ises»  who  are  obliged  to  have  their  homes  in  the 
suburfjs,  as  they  cannot  afford  to  live  in  the  thickly  settled  por- 
tions of  a  city. 

It  is  true  that  with  some  other  utilities  this  may  opera,te  to 
tlie  imposition  of  a  burden  upon  the  wealthier  classes  almost  ex- 
clusively, yet  tills  in  no  wise  weakens  the  charge,  that  an  ex- 
actment  of  this  description  is  class  legislation  pure  and  simple. 

The  apprehension  that  the  peopk  cannot,  or  will  not.  transact 
their  own  business  honestly  and  intelligently,  should  not  stand 
in  the  way  of  their  having  their  rights  I  Nor  will  itf  The 
time  for  successful  opposition  has  passed!  You  may  cry 
**  Peace,  peace,  but  there  is  no  peace — tlie  war  has  already  be- 
gun!" Let  those  who  have  doubts  stand  aside!  Their  day 
is  over! 
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Municipal  Operation  in  Detroit 

By  FREDERICK  F.  INGRAM, 
Former  PrsBidect  Public  Lrightinf  CommiMlon  pf  Dctralt. 

The  Story  of  Detroit's  Public  Lighting  Plant  may  be  told  in 

a  few  words.  It  does  only  public  lighting — streets,  parks  and 
pubHc  buildings. 

The  annual  budget  of  the  Detroit  Lighting  Commission  is  now 

before  the  Board  of  Estimates.  The  Detroit 
What  Detroit  public  Lighting  Commission  asks  1.98  cents  per 
ElMttiieitr  ^'  ^'  hour.     By  adding  the  fixed  charges  for 

Detroit's  investment,  (interest,  depreciation  and 

■  k»st  taxes)  to  the  cash  asked  for,  for  operation,  the  gross  cost 
per  K.  W.  hour  for  the  year  beginning  June  30,  1906,  will  be 
S%  cents. 

Cost  for  Year  Covered  by  Last  Annual  Report — 

Operating  cost, 03063  cts.  per  K.  W.  hour. 

Gfo^s  cost ,,,_,,_...  .0358     " 

V  I  understand  that  in  Jtme,  1094*  the  city  of  Boston  made  a 
five  year  contract  >^ith  a  private  company  for  lighting  her  public 
buildings  at  the  price  of  10  cents  per  K.  W.  hour.  Thus  Boston 
pays  about  three  times  as  much  for  this  service  as  docs  Detroit, 

H  Cost  per  2000  candle  power  arc  light  for  fiscal  year  ending  June 
joth,  1905,  cash  cost  $34.99.  gross  cost  $59.34.  The  gross  cost 
is  obtained  by  adding  to  the  cash  cost,  certain  fixed  charges, 

I  For  iostancc,  in  1905  the  cash  cost  per  3  M*  C  P.  arc  light  for 
openition  and  maintenance  was ,,,....,,.... *...,..,.  I34.99 
Depredation  (discarded  machinery,  etc) 4.56 

Dcpfcdatjon  at  3  per  cent*  on  investment,  .,,,.****...»..,.. 7.78 

Interest  on  4  per  cent,  on  investment  ,.**. 9.50 

Lott  taxe^  on  investment  .,*.,,,,.., ,.,,.,,,*,,,,,,,,.,..,♦*.      x$t 

TotaL,... , IS934 
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Considering  that  the  3%  depreciation  charge  covers  emirc  m- 
vcstrnent*  Va  of  which  is  real  estate  and  conduits  on  which  thcne 
19  no  depreciation  and  that  the  replacement  of  much  of  the  H 
iquipment,  poles,  wires,  docks,  etc,  are  charged  to  operating  ac- 
count,  the  discarded  machinery  item,  $4.56,  in  fairness  could  be 
eliminated  from  the  gross  cost.  ■ 

Interest  should  only  be  computed  (when  comparing  cost  with 
Kghts   tuidcr   private  contract)    on  the   excess  sum   expended^    ^ 
which  is  greater  in  municipal  operation  the  first  five  years  but    ■ 
much  less  fur  the  second  five  years,  the  aggregate  being  less  for 
the  ten  year  period. 

Also  under  municipal  ownership  Detroit  has  had  better  ser-  ■ 
vice  (as,  for  instance,  "lamp  hours  out*'  referred  to  later  on) 
and  iiiorc  equitable  distribution,  which  is  determined  by  actual 
local  needs,  instead  of  **  pull."  Deducting  these  two  items, 
$4.56  and  $9.50,  we  have  this  result:  2  M  candle  power  anc  light, 
net  gross  cost,  $45*28. 

On  June  30th,  1905,  Detroit  completed  its  first  ten  years 
municipal  ownership  of  a  public  lighting  plant. 

Cost  of  Public  Lighting  During  10  Years — 

There  were  of  2000  candle-power  arc  street  lights  operated 

in,. ,......,,,.,. - 190s,    300s 

Incandescent  lights  in  public  buildings .,  ipos.  M^figS 


Original  cost  of  plant,  1895^ .  - ,-.,.. ... ......     $655,50&gc» 

Total  expenditure  on  plant  to  June  30,  1905 .*....,....,       456i,94^«30 

First  cost  and  subsequent  investment ,..,*.,,..,,,,.  11,112.45540 

hi   ten   years   all    other   expenditures    (administration,   labor. 

fuel,  material,  etc. ) .....,.....,.,.,„ , . , 1,059,996.40 

Total  cost  to  June  joth^  1905, , , , $2,172451.80 

An  average  per  year  of  - , , .,..,,., $217,245.08 

Stating   the   total   output,   including  incandescent   lamps   and 
motors,  in  arc  lights,  the  total  of  arc  lights  for  the  ten 

years  is 24,788 

An  average  of  arc  lights  per  year  of 2,479 

Reduced  to  ¥L  W.  hours , 41,060,920 

Total  cost  to  the  city  of  Detroit  from  June  30th,  1895^  to  June 

30ih,  1905,  for  2  M.  C  P.  arc  lights  per  year  is $87.63 
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I   understand   Buffalo's  ten  year   contract    1896-1905   slarted 
with  $117.75  per  2   M,   C   P.  arc  lights.     In 
Ji^^:^^o         1 897- 1 902  it  was  $100  per  arc,  after  1902  it  was 
$75.00  per  arc  light  yer  year     This  makes  the 
average  cost  per  arc  light  for  the  ten  years'  contract  in  Buffalo 
B$9177  P^r  year. 

Detroit *s  average  cost  same  period  $87,63.  Cost  of  arc  lights 
In  Buffalo  ten  years  ending  June  30th  1905,  exceeds  cost  in 
Detroit  per  arc  light  $4.14. 

■  Adding  to  the  cost  of  Detroit  arc  lights,  the  taxes  lost  on  the 
Detroit  plant  because  it  is  municipally  owned  (and  which  may 
be  paid  on  the  privately  owned  Buffalo  plant)  at  the  Detroit  as- 
sessed valuation  and  tax  rate,  the  arc  light  still  cost  over  $1.00 
per  arc  light  per  year  nwre  in  Buffalo  than  in  Detroit. 

Buffalo  has  nothing  to  show  for  this  ten  years  expenditure  but 
receipted  bills.  Detroit  has  that  and  besides  that,  an  up-to-date, 
perfectly  equipped  public  lighting  plant  that  cannot  be  duplicated 
for  $1,000,000.  So  while  Detroit's  public  lights  the  past  ten 
years  have  cost  the  city,  including  the  total  cost  of  the  lighting 
plant  less  than  Buffalo's  lights  have  cost  her,  Detroit  has  made 
a  $1^000,000  plant  besides. 

The  aggressive  opposition  of  municipal  ownership  advocates 
has  hus  far  prevented  a  renewal  of  the  Buffalo  contract.  It  has, 
however,  forced  the  bids  of  the  private  electrical  corporation 
down  to  $54.00  per  arc  per  year  and  9c,  per  K,  W,  hour  instead 
of  12c.  as  a  maximum  for  private  consumption. 

If  municipal  ownership  is  headed  off  by  a  nominal  cliarge  for 
pttblic  lights  the  private  corporation  will  still  have  a  monopoly 
of  supplying  one-half  million  consumers  with  electricity  for  light 

^i  power  at  a  price  that  is  nearly  three  times  the  present  con- 
ntJy  diminishing  gross  cost  at  the  Detroit  public  lighting  plant 
fctricity  in  Detroit  is  produced  from  coal  hauled  a  long  dis- 
tance.    Buffalo's  is  generated  at  Niagara  Falls, 

Under  public  ownership  actual  cost  of  service 
Co«t  Compared     is  covered  by  operating  expenses^  depreciation, 
Under  Public       betterment,  and  a  sinking  fund.     Under  private 
ownership  the  charge  must  cover  these  and  in 
addition  a  (i)  fair  dividend  on  the  actual  capilat 
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mvested,  (2)  dividends  on  any  securities  issued  in  excess  of  the 
actual  investment,  (3)  to  pay  back  within  the  life  of  tlie  franchise 
not  only  the  capital  invested  but  the  fictitious  capitalisatioD  on 
watered  stock.  (4)  "  Legal  expenses  "  a  polite  term  tfiat 
blackmail  by  poHticians  and  promoters  and  the  cost  of  privilc 
and  exemptions  secured  from  leg^islative  and  other  officials. 

One  fundamental  fact  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  when  com- 
paring public  with  private  ownership.  In  both  cases  any  sav- 
ing that  impairs  the  service  goes  to  the  benefit  of  the  owners  and 
is  always  at  the  expense  of  the  public.  Under  public  ow-nership 
the  people  pay  only  for  what  they  get.  Under  private  ownership 
they  pay  the  price  named  in  the  franchise  and  the  private  cor- 
porations get  the  saving  made  by  impaired  service  or  lessened 
eost. 

For  instance  a  street  car  franchise  will  call  for  a  5c,  fare,  a 
speed  of  12  miles  an  hour,  a  2  minute  service,  comfortable  cars 
and  enough  cars  to  prevent  crowding.  Operating  expenses  and 
equipment  cost  is  reduced  by  speeding  to  20  mites  an  hour  with 
5  minute  service  and  worn  out  cars  that  seat  60  but  carry  100, 
The  private  company  furnishes  less  cars,  less  crews,  less  capital 
and  gives  less  service  than  it  contracted  to  give  but  the  public 
must  still  give  the  5c.  fare. 

Under  public  ownership  If  the  speed  is  raised  necessitating 
less  cars  and  crews,  the  passenger  gets  the  saving  because  the 
fare  is  the  cost  of  service.  If  passengers  would  willingly  submit 
to  bad  and  crowded  cars  and  long  waits,  they  would  also  pay 
less,  because  such  service  costs  less. 

Eliminate  the  dividends  and  you  eliminate  the  hanging  straps, 
it  is  merely  a  question  of  cars  and  crews.  The  management  of 
a  public  utihty  runs  the  service  to  please  the  owner.  The 
private  owner  is  most  pleased  with  poor  service  and  increased 
dividends,  so  as  poor  service  as  will  be  tolerated  is  the  usual  re- 
suit.  The  last  year  of  Detroit*s  lighting  by  private  contract 
"  lamp  hours  out "'  were  86,426,  Average  number  '*  lamp  hours 
out"  per  year  in  Detroit  under  municipal  ownership  5988,  not- 
withstanding double  the  service  was  given.  The  public  owner 
is  most  pleased  wnth  good  service,  as  a  consequence  good  ser- 
vice is  given. 
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ihip  Improves 
Politicf 


Detroit  has  profited  in  Jiiany  other  ways  by  owning  her  light- 
ing plant.  For  in  stance  ^  this  service  has  been  taken  out  of 
politics j  but  few  changes  in  the  persomiel  of  tlie 
working  force  occur,  appointments  and  pro- 
motions  depend  on  merit,  while  city  politics  is 
freed  from  the  corrupting  influence  of  political 
deals,  so  far  as  the  public  lighting  service  is  concerned. 

My  personal  views  are.  that  cities  should  own  and  operate 
all  public  utilities  within  their  boundaries  without  any  qualifica* 
tions  or  exceptions  whatever.  Without  reference  to  a  city's  in- 
ability to  acquire  or  exercise  ownership,  there  should  be  in  such 
a  cky  no  farther  franchise  grants  whatever. 

A  well  governed  city  must  be  a  self-governed  city.  Self- 
govcniment  is  impossible  if  the  people's  control  is  weakened  and 
made  ineffective  through  grants  of  government  functions  to 
private  corporations.  The  private  corporations  under  such  cir- 
cumstances of  necessity  must  either  govern  the  city  or  practically 
destroy  its  government,  insofar  as  a  government  is  a  reflection 
of  the  wishes  or  aspirations  or  average  morality  of  the  citizens. 
There  cannot  be  efficient  city  government  with  public  utilities 
in  private  hands.  The  first  consideration  should  be,  to  get  them 
out  of  private  hands,  when,  other  reforms  will  be  possible.  As 
in  European  cities  under  such  improved  conditions,  city  gov- 
ernments here  will  become  more  efficient  and  less  corrupt. 
Fighting  inefficiency  and  corruption  will  be  a  losing  battle  so 
long  as  the  governmental  functions  of  municipalities  are  divided 
between  the  municipality  and  private  corporations. 
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By  D.  J.  I-OFTUS, 

Suptritit  til  deal  of  the  EicctHc  LifHtlof  Flstit. 


For  the  benetit  of  citizens  or  commutiities  who  may  favor 
Municipat  Ownership,  1  respectfully  submit  to  the  League  a 
short  history  of  our  experience  in  municipal  tighting  in  our 
city-  Our  municipal  electric  light  plant  was  established  in  the 
year  of  1894,  and  our  city  was  lighted  for  the  first  time  by  our 
municipal  plant  on  January  ist,  1895.  Otir  equipment  at  that 
time  consisted  of  three  D.  C.  machines,  capacity 
of  60  Lights  each,  of  9.6  amp,  lamps,  and  two 
A.  C.  machines,  i/ioo  volt  primary,  16,000  altt 
and  133  cycles  of  1250  light  capacity  each,  and  three  125  H.  P. 
high-speed  engines,  and  one  65  H.  P.  high-speed  engine,  and 
three  36-inch  water  turbine  wheels,  and  two  4S-inch  turbine 
water  wheels,  and  five  100  H*  P*  low  pressure  tubular  boilers, 
all  constructed  complete  to  furnish  D.  C  of  9.6  amp.  of  45-50 
volts  at  lamp  of  2000  candle  jxjwer  each,  the  number  of  lamps^^H 
at  that  time  in  use,  the  same  l?eing  the  original  installation^  was  " 
157  lamps  and  1200  inc.  lamps.  The  Council  at  that  time  thought 
thnt  the  number  would  be  satisfactory,  for  several  years.  How- 
ever, during  the  summer  of  the  year  1895,  the  increasing  demand 
for  incandescent  lighting  was  so  great  that  the  two  1250  A,  C 
machines  could  not  supply  the  demand,  and  they  were  exchanged 
for  two  90  K.  W.  machines  of  the  same  make.  During  the 
next  year,  1896,  the  demand  for  light  increased  so  that  the  city 
was  compelled  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  plant,  and  they 
tlid  so  by  installing  one  Buckeye  engine  of  250-H.  P.  capacity, 
and  one  90  K»  W,  Westinghouse  alternator  and  one  60-ligHt 
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Excdsior  D.  C.  arc  machines  of  9.6  amp,,  both  belted  to  the 
Buckeye  engine. 

During  the  next  year  1897,  the  demand  for  light  again  in- 
creased, so  that  the  city,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  demands,  was 
obliged  to  install  more  machinery,  and  this  they  did  by  installing 
a  470  H,  P,  Erie  City  4-valve  engine,  and  one  250  K-  W.  West- 
inghouse  generator.  During  the  next  year  the  city  exchanged 
the  Excelsior  arc  machine  and  the  90  K,  W.  Westinghouse 
generator  that  was  belted  to  the  240  H.  P.  engine,  and  installed 
in  the  place  of  the  same  a  200  K.  W,  A.  C.  generator,  and  with 
this  change  the  city  removed  their  D,  C.  arc  commercial  circuit, 
and  installed  a  multiple  A.  B. — A.  C  arc  lamp  in  place  of  the 
same.  During  the  year,  1899,  the  city  built  a  new  boiler 
room,  and  installed  a  new  battery  of  boilers  in  the  same,  con- 
sisting of  two  water  tube  boilers,  capacity  250  H.  P,  each. 
During  the  next  year  the  city  installed  one  Cookston  water 
heater  of  1000  capacity;  all  of  which  is  now  the  working  power 
of  our  plant. 

Up  to  tlie  present  time  the  city  has  increased  its  street  lamps 
from  157  to  197  lamps  D.  C  of  2000  C  P.  each,  and  eleven  6 
glower  Nernst  lamps  distributed  on  every  down*town  business 
corner.  Before  the  city  built  its  own  plant  it 
was  paying  to  a  private  corporation  $5,175  for 
45  street  lamps.  The  original  cost  for  A,  C 
current  was  7  cents  per  K.  W.,  and  in  1899  the  price  of  current 
was  reduced  to  5  cents  per  K.  W.,  and  remained  at  that  price 
for  two  years,  and  they  found  during  that  time  that  the  plant 
could  not  be  made  self-sustaining  at  that  price,  and  during  the 
year  1901  the  price  was  raised  to  6  cents  per  K.  W.,  which  price 
prevails  at  the  present  time.  We  have  20  single  phase  motors 
connected  on  to  our  circuits,  rangng  from  )4  H.  P*  to  10  H.  P. 
each,  all  giving  good  satisfaction.  Our  peak  load  at  the  switch- 
board during  the  past  year  was  642  K,  W.,  and  our  minum  load 
was  88  K.  W.,  making  the  average  all-day  load  175  K,  W,  We 
have  at  present  in  our  city  3000  consumers  all  on  meter  meaMire- 
ment,  and  we  figure  approximately  that  we  liavc  36,000  16  C  P. 
lamps  installed  in  our  city.  The  ori^nal  cost  of  the  plant  was 
$52jOOO,    and    now    our    plant    is    worth    $151,000,    and    wc 
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have  500  miles  of  wire  in  electrical  use  in  our  city.  Our  electric 
liglit  plant  is  self-sustaining  on  our  actual  receipts  from  incan* 
descent  lighting  from  consumers,  and  our  dty  gets  all  her  street 
lighting  free  of  cost,  also  school  buildings  (6),  all  fire-houses 
(4),  public  librar}*,  hospitals,  all  city  offices  and  all  other  public 
institutions  in  our  city,  all  of  which  receive  light  free,  without 
any  compensation  whatever,  and  at  all  of  that  we  consider 
LogansjKvrt,  Ind.,  one  of  the  best  and  well  lighted  cities  in  the 
countrv. 


Municipal  Ownership  in  Jackson 
vilie,  Florida. 


I 
I 


By  J.   M,  BARKS,   City  Attorney. 


Municipal  ownership  of  public  utilities  has  been  an  important 
political  issue  in  the  City  of  Jacksonville  for  about  twelve  years, 
and  now  no  cantlidate  for  office  dares  achnit  opposition  to  that 
proposition.  There  is,  however,  at  every  session  of  the  Florida 
Legislature  more  or  less  of  an  effort  to  antagonize  the  proposi- 
tion, and,  because  of  the  fact  that  the  Florida  Legislature  uni- 
formly passes  any  local  legislation  wliicli  is  agreed  on  by  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House  from  the  county  affected,  it 
is  necessary  that  the  frien<ls  of  municipal  ownership  shall  be 
careful  in  the  selection  of  members  of  the  Legislature^  at  least 
at  those  elections  when  members  of  the  State  Senate  are  elected, 

The  City  of  Jackson  vilie  put  in  a  municipal  water- works 
system  in  iSSo,  and  this  system  has  been  very  satisfactorily  man- 
aged, with  the  result  that  the  dty  owns  a  very  valuable  water- 

works  plant,  which  furnishes  pure  artesian  well 

water  at  very  reasonable  rates  and  with  con- 
siderable direct  profit  to  the  city.  For  some  reason,  even  among 
the  opponents  of  the  general  ownership  and  operation  by  muni- 
cipalities of  public  utilities,  there  is  seldom  objection  to  municipal 
ownership  of  waterworks  plants.  Just  why  any  one  should  main- 
tain that  municipal  ownership  and  operation  of  ivater works 
plants  is  desirable,  but  that  the  same  rule  will  not  apply  to  other 
jnjblic  utilities,  is  a  mystery  to  me. 

Efforts,  more  or  less  vigorous,  had  been  made  from  time  to 
time  prior  to  1894  to  procure  the  installation  by  the  municipality 
of  an  electric  plant,  but  the  influence  actively  asserted  at  every 
ckcdon  by  a  privately  owned  electric  company,  actively  assi*itcd 


258 


MUNICIPAL  OWNERSHIP  IN  JACKSONVILLE 


by  the  gSLB  company,  prevented  this  until  just  after  an  election 

in  1B94,  when  the  active  and  open  attempt  to 
Electno  Flant      -  ^     '  ^       ,        t       ■         j 

influence  voters  by  the  clectnc  and  gas  com- 
panies aroused  the  city  council  to  die  necessity  of  doing  some- 
thing. The  city  council  then  authorized  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  a  municipal  electric  plant  Of  course  the  city 
authorities  were  hampered  as  much  as  possible  by  those  oppos- 
ing municipal  ownership,  and  they  were  forced  to  get  a  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Florida  as  to  the  rights 
of  the  city  to  install  the  plant  and  to  furnish  electricity  to  private 
consumers,  before  the  contest  ended. 

The  City  of  Jacksonville  installed  an  electric  plant,  which  was 
completed  and  turned  over  by  the  contractors  to  the  city  authori- 
ties for  operation  May  i,  1895.  The  total  cost  of  the  plant  was 
$76,675.99,  to  pay  which  the  city  issued  $75^000,00  of  five  per 
cent,  bonds, — the  price  received  for  the  bonds  being  suffident 
to  pay  the  cost  of  the  plant.  Private  consumers  of  electricity 
were  then  paying  to  the  existing  private  corporation  engaged  in 
the  electric  business  28  cents  per  kilowatt  for  the  electricity  used 
by  them,  and  the  price  charged  the  city  was  also  very  high.  The 
cit^'  amhorities  have,  since  May  i*  1895,  operated  the  electric 
plant  as  a  department  separate  and  distinct  from  all  other  de- 
partments, and  all  of  it*?  accoimts  are  kept  just  as  though  the 
electric  plant  were  owned  by  a  separate  corporation  and  the  city 
officials  in  charge  of  the  plant  were  directors  of  a  private  cor- 
poration, excepting  only  as  to  the  publicity  of  its  accounts. 

Full  and  detailed  statements  of  the  accounts  of  the  electric 
plant  are  published  at  regular  intervals,  and  the  books  are  al* 
ways  open  to  inspection. 

May  J,  1905,  the  city  authorities  began  the  operation  of  the 

electric  plant  by  reducing  the  price  of  electricity 

SMucin^  furnished  to  4>rivate  consumers  from   28  cents 

per   kilowatt   to  7  cents   per   kilowatt,   and   by 

making  similar  low  rates  to  the  city  for  electricity  used  for  all 

purposes  by  the  city. 

January  i»  1906,  after  ten  years  and  eight  months  of  operation, 
this  electric  plant,  which  cost  originally  $76,675.99,  furnishing 
electricity  to  tlie  citizens  at  7  cents  per  kilowatt,  and  with  similar 
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reductions  in  the  charges  against  the  city,  had  returned  to  the 
city  treasury,  out  of  net  profits,  and  over  and  above  the  cost  of 
very  greatly  increasing  its  capacity  and  vahie,  every  dollar  that 
the  city  had  ever  invested  in  the  plant,  with  five  per  cent,  interest 
^compounded  annually,  and  $64,927.74  additional.  The  profits 
of  that  plant  for  the  month  of  January,  of  this  year  amounted  to 
$12,1 18.96,  which  being  added  to  the  $64,927.74, 
shows  that  the  plant  has  in  ten  years  and  nine 
months  repaid  to  the  city  $370,71  more  than  double  the  entire 
original  cost  of  the  plant,  in  addition  to  paying  5  per  cent,  com- 
pound interest  on  the  entire  original  cost,  notwithstanding  the 
reduction  to  the  citizens  of  Jacksonville,  of  75  per  cent,  in  the 
cost  of  electricity. 

The  aggregate  sum  put  into  permanent  improvements  during 
the  existence  of  the  plant,  deducting  loss,  displacement  of  ma- 
chinery, etc.,  is,  according  to  the  book  accounts,  $365,423.19. 

For  the  year  1905  the  cash  receipts  for  light  and  power  fur- 
nished consumers  by  the  city's  plant  was  $186,069.48,  and  the 
amount  expended  for  operation,  maintenance  and  repair  was 
$91,892.82,  showing  a  profit  for  the  year  of  $94,176,66,  of  which 
latter  sum  $26,418,16  was  invested  in  permanent  improvements 
and  extensions  to  meet  the  great  growth  of  the  city,  and  $67,- 
758.50  was  turned  over  in  cash  to  the  city  treasurer,  to  be  used 
for  municipal  purposes  other  than  those  connected  with  the 
dectric  plant. 

The  present  value  of  the  municipal  electric  plant  can  be  esti- 
aiated  from  these  figures,  but  the  indirect  value  to  the  city  of  a 
nninJcipal  plant,  which  reduced  by  y^  per  cent,  the  cost  to  con- 
sumers of  electricity,  is  difficult  to  over-estimate.  The  value  to 
the  city  of  the  fact  that  all  consumers  are  treated 
exactly  alike,  and  that  electricity  is  sold  hy  the 
Oty  of  Jacksonville  as  postage  stamps  are  sold  by  the  United 
States  Government,  at  the  same  price  to  large  and  small  con- 
sumers, is  also  hard  to  estimate ;  hut  the  advantage  from  a  sani- 
tary stEfidpoint  of  furnishing  electricity  for  lighting  purposes 
to  the  poor  at  a  price  less  than  would  cost  the  use  of  kerosene 
and  the  maintenance  of  lamps,  will  be  appreciated  by  those 
interested  in  the  improvement  of  sanitary  conditions. 
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The  steady  and  rapid  growth  of  the  profits  of  the  municipal 
electric  plant  is  well  established  by  taking  consecutively  the  pro- 
fits for  the  past  five  years.    The  profits  for  the  year  1901  were 
$3i»574.03  (the  profits  for  that  year  were  greatly 
Pr^fl^L  **  reduced  by  the  fact  that  our  great  fire  of  May 

3rd,  1 90 1,  had  destroyed  the  buildings  in  which 
about  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  electricity  was  being  used). 
In  1902  the  profits  were  $53,761.27.    In  1903,  $74,006.66.    In 
ic/^,  $79,916.13.     In  1905,  $94,176.66, — an  average  profit  for 
tlic  past  three  years  of  $82,699.82,  or  just  $6,023.83  more  per 
annum  than  the  original  entire  cost  of  the  plant;  and  the  profits 
of  the  plant  for  the  first  month  of  the  year  1906  are  $11,118.96. 
There  is  no  j)ossible  jugglery  of  figures  or  bookkeeping  in- 
volved in  this  account.     The  city  authorities  annually  publish 
full   and   complete  statements   of  the  operation  of  the  electric 
plant,  and  the  accounts  are  regularly  examined 
emen   .  ^^^^j  j^^ju^gj  j^y  expert  accountants,  who  are  not 

city  ofiicials  or  employees,  except  that  they  are  employed  to 
investigate  and  audit  the  accounts. 

In  addition  to  the  advantai^es  of  municipal  ownership  of  this 
plant  is  to  be  credited  the  fact  that  the  Jacksonville  Electric 
t'onipaiiy,  a  street  railway  company  which  does  an  electric  light- 
inj^-  business  of  alx)ut  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  in  connec- 
tion with  its  street  railroad  operation,  is  forced  by  the  city's 
]>rices  to  furnish  electricity  at  the  same  price  that  the  city  does. 
The  friends  of  municipal  ownership  also  look  with  pleasure  to 
the  fad  that  the  franchise  under  which  the  street  railroad  com- 
pany furnishes  electric  lights  and  power  to  con- 
Street  Kail-  sumcrs  cN'rires  januarv  18,  iQii,  a  little  less 
way  Lig'nting.       ,        ^  '/>-        t    ,         . 

than  five  years  oft,  and  there  is  a  profit  at  the 

l)resent  prices  in  that  business  of  about  $30,000.00  a  year, — the 
street  railroad  company  doing  only  such  business  as  is  ver>' 
])roritable,  having  contracts  with  the  Union  Terminal  Company 
and  some  other  corporations  which  do  not  like  to  encourage 
municipal  ownership.  This  franchise  can  not  be  extended,  even 
were  the  city  authorities  so  disposed,  unless  some  State  legis- 
lation can  be  obtained  changing  the  present  provisions  of  the 
citv  charter. 
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The  profits  of  the  waterworks  for  the  past  five  years  have 
bccfi  as  follows: 

Water  Worka 
Frofita 

^  *9cn   - ,..,,,,.. $31,70346 

M  1902. 35474-4^ 

^^^H  1903. 4^27346 

^^^V  1904. '  .    .  ^  45*53i'3^ 

^■P  1905- -  49.265,36 

^f  Further  than  w^aterworks  and  electric  plant,  the  city  has  not 
gone  into  the  question  of  municipal  ownership  as  a  practical 
proposition,  except  that  the  city  is  now  furnishing  electricity  to 

one  street  railway  at  a  considerable  profit.  That 
AAvmnUurm.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Jacksonville  would  get  the  necessary 

authority  and  go  into  the  street  railway  business, 
should  the  street  railway  service  by  private  corporations  prove 
unsatisfactory,  is  believed  in  Jacksonville,  and  this  belief  is  no 
small  factor  in  the  guaranteeing  to  the  city  of  a  first-class  street 
railroad  service. 

Perhaps  something  on  the  subject  of  how  these  results  have 
been  accomplished  may  be  interesting.     Prior  to  1893^  the  street 

railway  company  and  the  electric  light  company 

Accomrdi  hftd  ^^^  *^^  ^^^  company  and  the  various  railroads 
entering  Jacksonville  at  every  election  entered 
vigorously  into  our  municipal  campaigns,  intimidating  their  em- 
ployees and  furnishing  corruption  funds  for  use  by  those  who 
could  be  relied  on  by  them  to  favor  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
city.  The  spectacle  of  officers  of  these  companies  taking  an 
active  hand  in  the  city  primary  when  the  candidates  were  to  be 
nominated  for  city  offices,  and  especially  the  fact  that  the  super- 
intendent of  the  electric  light  company  stood  at  the  primary 
election  polls  and  openly  threatened  one  of  his  employees  sliould 
he  vote  for  certain  candidates  who  were  opposed  by  his  companyt 
was  used  with  such  effect  in  the  city  council  in  1904,  in  spite 
of  the  vigorous  opposition  of  those  corporations,  as  to  enable  the 
friends  of  a  municipal  electric  plant  to  secure  the  assistance  in 
the  passing  of  the  necessary  ordinances  of  some  councilmcn  who 
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would  otherwise  have  been  too  conservative  so  to  vote;  and  the 
city  officials  then  decided  that  city  employees  could  not  prove 
as  dangerous  to  the  purity  of  election  as  had  been  proven  to  be 
the  influence  of  private  corporations. 

The  city  put  in  its  electric  plant  and  the  old  electric  light  com- 
pany went  out  of  business  and  transferred  its  franchise  to  the 
street  railroad  company.  The  gas  company  was  forced,  by  the 
reduction  of  75  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of  electricity,  to  reduce 
greatly  its  charges  for  gas,  and,  taking  the  Ics- 
Pol'ticAllv  ^^"  taught  by  the  establishment  of  a  municipal 

electric  plant  to  heart,  the  gas  company  has 
never  since  that  time  been  known  to  take  ajiy  hand  in  municipal 
politics.  The  street  railway  companies  were  shortly  afterwards, 
in  other  ways,  taught  effectively  the  lesson  that  they  must  not 
attempt  to  control  municipal  affairs.  Practically  speaking,  since 
the  installation  of  the  municipal  electric  plant,  public  service  cor- 
porations have  abstained  from  open  interference  in  city  elections, 
and  the  result  has  worked  wonders  for  improved  city  government 
There  is  not  one  line  of  state  or  municipal  law  or  ordinance 
affecting  the  civil  service  with  reference  to  the  employees  of  the 
waterworks  or  electric  plant,  and  yet  in  the  past  ten  years  it  is 
not  believed  that  there  has  been  a  political  appointment  or  re- 
moval made  in  connection  with  either  of  these  municipal  prop- 
erties, and  the  public  sentiment  is  such  as  to 
give  the  best  possible  civil  service  protection 
to  these  employees,  not  one  of  whom  ever  attempts  to  obtrude 
himself  at  election  time.  Public  sentiment,  and  public  sentiment 
alone,  is  and  must  be  relied  ui)on  to  protect  these  properties  and 
to  guarantee  their  best  management. 

Under  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Jacksonville,  which,  by  the 
way,  the  city  can  change  at  any  time  to  suit  itself,  by  ordin- 
ance approved  by  the  electors,  vests  the  management  and  con- 
trol of  the  electric  plant,  the  waterworks,  sewer  department,  the 
police  and  fire  departments,  in  an  executive  board  of  nine  mem- 
bers, one  of  whom  is  elected  each  year  by  the  city  council  for  a 
term  of  nine  years.  This  executive  board  consists  of  nine  as 
representative  business  men  as  are  to  be  found 
jnanageinent.        ^^  ^^^  directory  of  any  bank  or  other  private 
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corporation  in  the  city*  The  chairman  of  the  board  receives 
$400,00  per  annum,  and  none  of  the  other  members  receive  any 
B  compensation  whatever;  and  yet  there  is  probably  not  a  busi- 
*  ness  man  In  the  City  of  Jacksonville  who  would  not  feel  hon- 
ored by  election  to  membership  on  that  board,  which  numbers 
among  its  members  the  Superintendent  of  this  Division  of  the 
W^estem  Union  Telegraph  Company,  two  of  our  ablest  lawyers, 
the  president  of  the  largest  National  Bank  hi  the  city,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  largest  dry  goods  establishment  in  the  city,  the  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  the  banking  department  of  tile  largest 
state  banking  and  trust  company,  the  president  of  one  of  the 
two  largest  wholesale  grocer)'  establishments  in  the  city,  and  two 
rnore  of  our  best  business  men, — and  all  take  an  active  interest 
in  attending  to  their  official  duties  as  closely  as  to  their  private 
a^airs, 

I  will  admit  that  1  believe  that  we  have  peculiarly  favorable 
poHtical   conditions    here,     Jacksonville   is   a   very   prosperous, 
growing   city,   having   more    than   doubled    its 


I 


Co&ditioiu  population  in  the  past  ten  years.     In  the  past 

five  years  it  has  very  nearly  doubled  its  postal 
receipts,  and  its  bank  clearings  have  increased  in  the  past  Hvt 
years  from  $12,733,048.64,  in  1900,  to  $59.962427.38,  in  1905, 
which  are  good  evidences  of  its  prosperity. 

Florida  has  an  absolutely  straight  Australian  ballot  system, 
which  is  in  and  of  itself  a  thoroughly  reliable  educational  quali- 
ficatbn — all  candidates  for  each  office  being  printed  on  the 
official  ballot  in  alphabetical  order,  without  distinction  of  any 
kind,  and  each  voter  is  required  to  indicate  his  choice  for  each 
office  by  making  a  cross  mark  in  front  of  the  name  of  the  candi- 
date he  desires  to  vote  for,  which,  of  course, 
C^nditionfl.  disqualifies   all   except    those    who   can    read    a 

name  on  the  ballot  and  have  sufficient  acquaint- 
ance with  the  names  of  the  candidates  to  select  them  in  the 
privacy  of  a  voting  booth.  To  vote  at  a  city  election  in  the 
City  of  Jacksonville  the  elector  must  have,  practically ^  resided 
in  the  city  of  Jackson  vile  two  years,  which  gives  time  for  ac- 
quaintance with  political  conditions  and  eliminates  the  floating 
,     In  the  City  of  Jacksonville  nominations  to  nnmicipal  office 
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are  all  made  by  direct  vote  in  prittiaries,  except  tliat  indq>cade£ii 
candidates  may  be  nominated  by  |>ctttion  under  the  Austndian 
ballot  system.  Nominations  in  primaries  for  city  offices  are 
made  in  '*  nonpartisan  primanes;^*  any  wliite  qualified  elector 
who  will  be  authorircd  to  vote  ia  the  city  election  being  dtgibk 
to  vote  in  the  primary,  regardless  of  whetlier  he  be  a  deinocral, 
a  republican,  a  socialist,  or  what  not,  so  long  as  he  is  a  white 
qualiBed  elector  and  able  to  vote  under  tlie  Australian  system. 
The  elimination  of  the  inBuence  of  public-service  corporations 
from  our  primaries  and  elections  in  the  city  is  almost  complete. 
and  tills  is  attributable  clearly  to  the  experience  of  the  old  elec- 
tric light  company  and  the  certainty  that  the  citizens  stand  ready 
to  go  further  should  occasion  require. 

But  the  friends  of  municipal  ownership,  here  at  least,  can 
never  afford  to  forget  that  its  opponents  stand  ever  ready  to  deal 
it  a  blow,  The  peculiar  conditions  growing  out  of  that  "  legis- 
lative courtesy,"  which  enables  the  senators  and  representatives 
In  the  State  Legislature  to  pass  any  local  act 
QppofliUon.  upon  which  they  may  agree,  is  a  never-failing 

source  of  danger.  While  no  candidate  will  announce  his  oppo- 
sition to  municipal  ownership,  those  friendly  to  that  principle 
have  to  bear  in  mind  that  there  are  always  candidates  who  are 
not  friendly  to  it. 

The  city  charter  of  the  City  of  Jacksonville  now  contains  many 
provisions  put  in  it  by  the  friends  of  municipal  ownership,  such 
as  the  requircjnent  that  no  municipal  franchise  for  a  street  rail* 
way  or  other  local  public  utility  can  be  granted,  except  by  city 
ordinance  approved  by  the  electors  of  the  citj%  and  no  franchise 
can  be  granted  or  extended  for  water  or  elec- 
City  Cbairor  tricity,  and  no  additional  privilege  can  be 
*  granted  to  any  street  railroad  which  is  engaged 

in  furnishing  electricity  to  consumers;  but  these  provisions  can 
be  changed  by  act  of  the  legislature  at  any  session,  and  the  legis- 
lature has  power  to  grant  directly  municipal  franchises  for  pub- 
lic utilities.  The  friends  of  municipal  ownership  are  now  seek-  '!. 
ins  additional  legislation  to  enable  the  city  to  issue  bonds  for  | 
the  construction  or  purchasing  of  street  railways  and  other 
nublic  utilities,  for  which  purpose  additional  authority  must  be 
obtained  before  such  properties  can  be  so  acquired. 
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With  the  tremendous  growth  of  profits  to  the  city  from  the 
operation  of  the  waterworks  and  electric  plants  has  grown  up 
the  idea  that,  if  the  city  also  owned  and  operated  its  street  rail- 
road, gas  works  and  telephone  exchange  with  the  same  success 
.  which    has    attended    municipal    operation    of 

QM«tio^^  waterworks    and    electric    plants,    these    public 

utilities  could  be  furnished  to  the  citizens  at  very 
small  cost  compared  with  the  cost  when  furnished  by  private 
companies  and  still  abolish  all  direct  taxation. 

About  the  only  difference  of  opinion  now  existing  among  the 
friends  of  municipal  ownership  exists  over  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  price  of  water  and  electricity  should  be  much  re- 
duced below  the  present  very  low  prices,  thereby  relieving  the 
users  of  water  and  electricity  to  the  extent  of  the  reduction,  or 
should  the  large  profits  from  these  public  utilities  be  used  by 
the  city  for  public  improvements.  So  far,  owing  to  the  ver>' 
rapid  growth  of  the  City  of  Jacksonville,  the  profits  can  be 
very  profitably  used  by  the  city  in  public  improvements. 


This  plant  has  been  in  operation  a  little  over  six  months  and 

has  proved  satisfactory.     The  total  cost  of  the  plant  was  $86,- 

690.80,  not  iiickiding  the  real  estate  upon  which  the  power  house 

was  constriicted.  which  cost  $800,  and  was  paid 

Ccwt  of  Plant       ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^y^^^^.  department.    The 

■*  Hutton  Lighting  Station  "  is  located  at  29th  and  A  street,  being 
on  tlie  southeast  edge  of  the  city,  and  consequently  over  a  mile 
from  the  center  of  the  load.  This  location  was  selected  in  order 
to  consolidate  the  lighting  station  with  tlie  *'  Mockett  Pumping 
Station,"  which  is  planned  to  be  the  permanent  water  station  of 
the  city,  and  will  be  as  soon  as  improvements  now  under  way 
are  completed.  The  power  house  cost  $14,380.00,  The  installa- 
tion consists  of  three  horizontal  water  tube  boilers  of  rated 
capacity  of  150  horse  power,  each  generating  steam  at  150 
pounds  pressure.  There  are  two  engines  built  by  the  Murray 
Iron  Works.  The  generators  and  exciters  were  purchased  frotn 
Gilbertp  Wilkes  &  Company.  The  poles  and  wires  wxre  con* 
stmcted  by  the  Nebraska  Electric  Company  of  Omaha.  Nebraska. 
The  switch  board  is  complete  and  up-to-date.    The  plant   fur- 


*  I  have  prepared  a  statement  of  the  operation  of  our  Municipal  Electric 
Lighting  Plant  for  the  six  months  that  it  has  been  in  operation,  and  beg 
to  enclose  you  the  same  here  with.  I  hope  that  this  co%'crs  the  points  that 
yoti  desire  and  will  answer  the  questions  you  would  like  to  have  answered. 
Rut  yoii  will  appreciate  that  I  am  somewhat  in  the  dark.  I  am  not  en- 
tirely satisfied  with  the  report  of  the  City  Electrician.  It  does  not  include 
any  items  of  taxes  or  depreciation.  The  depredation  the  City  Electrician 
says  he  thinks  will  be  7  per  cent.,  and  taxes  would  be  $325,  as  1  roughly 
estimated,— John  S.  Bishop. 
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nishes  350  enclosed  arc  lamps,  which  are  suspended  over  the 
center  of  the  street  inter  sections,  as  all  night  lamps.  The  bonds 
voted  for  this  plant  are  only  $65,000.00  upon  which  was  obtained 
a  premium  of  Jiooo;  the  balance  of  $20,000  cost  of  constructing 
had  to  be  taken  care  of  out  of  other  funds,  and  $6000  of  it  has 
been  charged  to  constructing  and  paid  out  of  the  lighting  fund 
for  the  current  year 

The  plant  also  furnishes  incandescent  light  for  lighting  the 

City  Hall  and  other  city  buildings.  No  current 
Ti.    \t-  ^  '1.       thus  far  has  been  sold  for  commercial  purposes. 

1  he  last  legislature  granted  the  city  power  to 
do  commercial  lighting,  and  plans  are  maturing  by  which  an  in- 
come from  this  source  may  be  obtained  in  the  not  distant  future. 
Electric  motors  and  pumps  have  been  also  ordered  and  will  be 
installed  within  a  few  months  for  use  in  the  water  department » 
which  will  concentrate  the  burning  of  coal  at  the  single  central 
station  and  result  in  a  saving  to  the  Water  Department,  which  has 
heretofore  maintained  three  separate  pumping  stations,  of  fuJIy 
$5000  annually. 

The  report  of  the  City  Electrician  of  the  lighting  plant  for  six 
months  ending  February  28,  1906,  is  as  follows: 


Total  warrants  issued  to  date. $19,0^61 

Eilb  due  for  which  warrants  are  not  issued. , 659.51 

^^r  EXPENDITURES  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Operalifig  expenses,  six  months,  including  interest $^^650,0$ 

Six  months*  interest  in  advance 1.4J&J.50 

Ga*p  paid. .,..., 1,04744 

j       Construction  , , , , .  6745.89 

Value  of  stock  in  liand, 900.J4 


Total . . . . , , 19,706.12 

Xk|r«ltMi.  SU«MA*V  OF  OPERAttNG  EXPENSES. 

Interest.   . . , ,.. ..>... $1462.50 

ifcellaneous  expenses .  > « « *...«*.,...»..,,.....«..«.»...  59  8d 

Co*! * ^ . . .  273780 

Oil  and  waste. * . . , .  13304 
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Packing 34JOO 

Miscellaneous I524S 

Carbons i6a36 

Arc  globes 9;^ 

Pipe  and  fittings 17.50 

Arc  lamp  repairs 30.00 

Office  supplies jjoo 

Pay-roll 3.7S573 

Total $4,650^ 

Total  lamp  hours 440*454 

Total  K.  VV.  hours  for  arcs 236,216 

Total  K.  W.  hours  for  inc 8,219 

I'otal  K.  W.  hours  generated 244.435 

Average  cost  per  lamp,  per  month $4-34 

Average  cost  per  K.  W.  hour .0358 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Auditor  for 
Eepo^'  the  year  ending  March  31,  1906,  will  be  pub- 

lished in  a  few  weeks,  and  will  contain  fuller  in- 
ff)r Illation.  As  near  as  I  can  learn  an  itemized  statement  of 
the  costs  of  the  plant  is  as  follows : 

Power-house  without  real  estate $14,380.39 

Steam  pumps 396.00 

Hot- water  heaters  and  purifiers 360.00 

Transformers 194.25 

Generators  and  exciters  and  installation 7^490.00 

Boilers  and  cnKino'J 12.200.00 

Poling  and  wiriiiK 36448.48 

Switch  board's,  rli' 8.030.20 

Steam.  wal<M  .-ind  r\h,iu<t  connections 3,282.92 

Fees  for  consult iuK  rnKiiu-crs 3.312.62 

Miscellaneous  . ,        596.03 


Total , 


$86,690.89 


One  Mayor's  Experience, 

By  HON.  JAMES  M.  HEAD, 
Former  Mmy&r  of  MAMfavnte,  TeaacBsc«> 


As  an  earnest  believer  and  advocate,  both  from  a  theoretical 
and  practical  standpoint  in  the  municipal  ownership  of  all  public 
utilities,  1  thought  possibly  the  experiences  of  an  effort  of  four 
years  as  Mayor  of  a  city  of  some  hundred  thousand  inhabitants 
might  prove  of  interest  to  other  parties  engaged  in  similar 
character  of  work;  And  I  wish  to  say  in  the  beginning,  that  1 
believe  the  advocates  of  niunicipal  ownership  will  probably  find 
that  the  most  serious  difficulty  with  which  they  have  to  contend 
will  be  the  inability  of  tlie  cities  to  become  possessed  of  those 
public  utilities.  Unfortunately  in  almost  every  city  rights  have 
been  granted,  interests  have  become  vested,  property  rights  in- 
volved to  such  an  extent  that  the  public  will  find  it  exceedingly 
difi&cult  to  again  come  into  the  possession  of  the  rights  of  which 
they  should  never  have  been  divested, 

I  may  say  that  in  the  city  of  Nashville^  Tennessee,  the  city 
has  owned  its  water  works  since  1834.  It  has  proven  eminently 
satisfactory.  The  Superintendent  of  the  water 
works  who  was  in  charge  when  I  became  Mayor 
of  the  dly,  had  been  superintendent  for  twenty- 
our  years.  Through  all  the  changes  of  administration  no  poli- 
cal  influences  had  changed  his  position.  The  result  wtis,  and 
is,  that  the  operation  of  these  water  works  has  proven  entirely 
satisfactory  to  the  public.  An  ordinary  family  of  five  persons 
pay  for  their  water  supply  from  six  to  twelve  dollars  a  year. 
The  water  tax  collected  pays  all  the  interest  on  the  bonds  that 
have  ever  been  issued  for  building  the  water  works.  It  pays 
for  the  extensions  that  are  necessarilv  made,  and  in  addition  to 
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that  pays  into  the  general  funds  of  the  city  from  ten  to  twenty 

thousand  dollars  a  year.  If  any  one  should  suggest  the  turning 
over  of  the  water  company  to  a  private  corporation,  he  would 
very  soon  be  dumped  into  the  river. 

Very  mnch  to  my  surprise,  I  found  myself  a  candidate  for 
Mayor  in  the  summer  of  1899,  and  found  myself  an  earnest 
advocate  of  muntctpal  ownership  of  all  public  utilities,  and  as 
usual p  or  as  is  frequent,  at  least,  I  found  myself  assailed  by  the 
public  press,  denounced  as  an  anarchist  and  generally  abused. 
After  the  election,  one  of  the 'first  things  tlial  I 
realized  was  that  the  charter  of  the  gas  conv 
pany,  which  had  been  in  existence  for  fifty  years, 
expired,  and  its  license  to  do  business  in  the  city  expired  within 
a  few  months  after  I  came  into  office.  The  question  had  to  be 
dealt  with  at  once.  Should  a  new  license  be  granted,  or  should 
the  city  undertake  to  operate  its  gas  works?  I  found  the  city 
had  no  authority  to  operate  a  gas  plant,  and  no  authority  to^i 
issue  bonds  to  buy  the  plant  even  if  it  desired  to  do  so.  ^m 

What  was  to  be  done  ?  We  were  confronted  with  a  condition  that 
had  to  be  met.  The  result  was  that,  as  a  public  official,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  make  the  best  compromise  that  I  could  with  the  gas 
company  and  make  a  settlement.  I  could  not  obtain  authority 
from  the  Legislature  to  operate  a  gas  plant  or  to  issue  the  bonds  ^ 
that  were  necessary  to  buy  the  old  one,  until  the  State  Legis- « 
lature  met,  which  was  nearly  two  years.  You  know  a  city  can 
do  nothing  except  what  the  Legislature  permits  it  to  do.  That 
is  the  general  rule.  You  know  cities  really  sustain  the  same 
relation  to  the  State  that  married  women  or  infants  or  idiots 
or  lunatics  do  to  a  sane  person.  That  is  the  way  they  are  usu- 
ally treated.  And  I  found  myself  therefore  utterly  powerless 
to  accomplish  anything,  so  far  as  purchasing  the  gas  company 
was  concerned.  But  we  did  succeed  in  effecting  a  settlement 
with  the  gas  company  by  which  the  price  of  gas  was  reduced 
from  a  dollar  and  a  half  to  a  dollar  a  thousand  cubic  feet 
They  also  accepted  a  limited  franchise  of  twenty 
years,  and  in  addition  to  that  we  reserved  to  the 
city  the  right  to  purchase  the  plant  at  any  tim-e 
fter  ten  years,  upon  giving  twelve  months'  notice^  by  pa}^ng 
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to  the  gas  company  the  actual  value  of  the  property,  exclusive  of 

the  value  of  its  franchise,  this  value  to  be  arrived  at  by  arbitra- 
tion. In  addition  to  that,  the  gas  company  agreed  to  pay  the 
city  five  per  cent  of  its  gross  income,  in  addition  to  its  ad  valorem 
taxes. 

That  settlement  has  proven  eiitirely  satisfactory.  The  re* 
suit  has  been,  that  the  stock  of  the  gas  company,  which  was 
then  seUing  at  about  ninety  cents  on  the  dollar,  is  to-day  selling 
readily  at  about  a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  They  have  extended 
tiieir  pipes,  are  giving  to  the  people  satisfactory  service,  and  are 
now  selling  more  than  double  the  amount  of  gas  sold  in  1899. 

The  next  proposition  that  I  had  to  contend  with  was  to  meet 
the  electric  light  company,  I  found  the  electric  light  company 
with  a  contract  with  the  city  for  ten  years,  about  five  years  of 
which  had  expired.  They  supplied  the  city  with  lights  at  eighty- 
five  dollars  per  arc  light  per  annum,  They  were  charging  the 
people  of  the  city  eighteen  cents  per  kilowatt  for  elect ricltVt  both 
of  which  charges  I  regarded  as  extortionate,  I 
went  to  the  company  and  asked  for  a  readjust- 
ment, and  the  cancellation  of  their  contract  with 
the  city.  I  was  laughed  at.  No  consideration  was  given  to  me, 
and  I  was  again  up  against  a  serious  proposition.  Fortunately, 
however,  in  looking  back  through  the  acts  of  the  Legislature,  I 
found  authority  for  the  city  to  issue  one  hundred  and  fifty  thous- 
and dollars  of  bonds,  to  buy  or  build  an  electric  light  plant  to 
light  the  streets,  but  with  no  jKJwer  to  sell  electricity  to  private 
consumers — dimply  to  light  the  public  builidngs  and  streets  of 
die  city.  The  Legislature  assembled  in  tgoi,  and  I  concluded 
that  I  would  ask  the  Legislature  to  amend  the  city  charter  and 
{five  the  city  the  power  to  sell  electric  light,  heat  and  power  to 
private  consumers.  It  was  a  matter  in  which  no  one  was  con- 
cerned but  the  people  of  Nashville,  The  City  Council  unani- 
ffiously  endorsed  it  The  people  of  Nashville  were  practically 
tmaitimoiis  for  it,  all  except  those  interested  in  public  service 
corporations,  and  I  went  before  the  Legislature  thinking  I  would 
have  no  trouble,  I  had  the  fight  of  my  life,  Every  corporate 
uiAtience  in  Tennessee  was  represented  before  that  Legislature 
wHh  its  i>ersonal  financial  and  other  influences  to  defeat  that 


The  Electric 
Lighting  Fiant 


2^2 


rE  MAYOR'S  EXPERIENCE 


bill  and  prevent  the  dt\^  of  Nashville  from  acquiring  that  Httlc 
right  to  sell  electric  light,  heat  and  [X>wer  to  private  consumers. 
I  spent  nearly  my  entire  time  during  tlie  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature trying  to  secure  that  right  for  the  city. 

Finally  I  succeeded  by  a  very  close  vote*  After  acquiring  that 
power,  I  again  endeavored  to  readjust  the  contract  which  tht 
private  company  had  with  the  city.  They  refused,  and  I  im- 
mediately undertook  the  building^  of  an  electric  light  planL  By 
the  time  the  foundations  of  that  electric  light  plant  were  laid, 
the  private  company  came  forward  and  voluntarily  (?)  reduced 
the  price  of  electricity  to  private  consi^mers  from  eighteen  cents 
to  twelve  cents  per  kilowatt.  Before  the  plant  was  completed, 
the  private  company  was  making  every  contract  it  possibly  could 
with  private  consumers  for  a  term  of  years  at  five  and  six  cents 
per  kilowatt.  When  the  plant  was  completed,  there  were  about 
three  years  of  their  contract  with  the  city  unexpired, 

I  went  to  the  representative's  of  the  private  company  and  luld 
them  that  the  city  was  now  ready  to  engage  in  the  electric  light 
business,  and  wanted  to  know  what  they  would  do.  At  first 
nothing,  But  finally  they  concluded  that  the  contract  with  the 
city  did  not  pay  them  anything  any  way ;  that  it  was  an  expense 
to  them,  and  that  they  had  a  demand  for  all  of  the  light  and 
power  that  their  plant  could  furnish,  and  if  I  wanted  to  I  could 
take  over  the  lighting  of  the  streets  and  public  buildings  of  the 
city.  So  on  the  first  of  September,  1902,  the  city  took  over  the 
lighting  of  its  public  streets.  For  the  year  prior  to  that,  the  city 
had  paid  $49,270  for  lighting  its  streets  and  public  buildings. 

For  the  year  after  the  city  took  charge  of  it  we  furnished  to 
the  city  more  than  double  the  amount  of  light  that  we  had  pre- 
viously had  at  a  cost  of  $13,500.  The  cost  of  producing  elec- 
tricity, including  operating  expenses,  interest 
upon  bonds,  repairs,  improveinents  and  every- 
thing except  an  estimate  for  the  depreciation  of  the  plants  was 
the  first  year  a  little  over  two  and  one-half  cents  per  kilowatt,  and 
it  is  being  produced  to-day  at  about  2,10  cents  per  kilowatt. 

When  the  private  company  agreed  for  the  city  to  take  over  the 
lighting  of  its  streets  and  public  buildings,  I  agreed  with  them 
as  Mayor  during  the  remainder  of  my  term  of  office  that  the  city 
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gas  company  the  actual  value  of  the  property,  exclusive  of 
the  value  of  its  franchise,  this  value  to  be  arrived  at  by  arbitra- 
tion. In  addition  to  that,  the  gas  company  agreed  to  pay  the 
city  live  per  cent,  of  its  gross  income,  in  addition  to  its  ad  valorem 
taxes. 

That  settlement  has  proven  entirely  satisfactory.  The  re- 
sult has  been,  that  the  stock  of  the  gas  company,  which  was 
then  selling  at  alxjut  ninety  cents  on  the  dollar;  is  to-day  selling 
readily  at  about  a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  They  have  extended 
their  pipes,  are  giving  to  the  people  satisfactory  service,  and  are 
now  selling  more  than  double  the  amount  of  gas  sold  in  1899, 

The  next  proposition  that  I  had  to  contend  with  was  to  meet 
the  electric  light  company.  I  found  the  electric  light  company 
with  a  contract  with  the  city  for  ten  years,  about  five  years  of 
which  had  expired.  They  supplied  the  city  with  lights  at  eighty- 
five  dollars  per  arc  light  per  annum.  They  were  charging  the 
people  of  the  city  eighteen  cents  per  kilowatt  for  electricity,  both 
of  which  charges  I  regarded  as  extortionate.  I 
went  to  the  company  and  asked  for  a  readjust- 
ment, and  the  cancellation  of  their  contract  with 
the  city.  I  was  Iaughe<l  at.  No  consideration  was  given  to  me, 
and  I  was  again  up  against  a  serious  proposition.  Fortunately, 
however,  in  looking  back  through  the  acts  of  the  Legislature,  I 
found  authority  for  the  city  to  issue  one  hundred  and  fifty  thous- 
and dollars  of  bonds,  to  buy  or  build  an  electric  light  plant  to 
light  the  streets,  but  with  no  power  to  sell  electricity  to  private 
consumers — stmply  to  light  the  public  builidngs  and  streets  of 
the  city.  The  Legislature  assembled  in  igoi,  and  I  concluded 
that  T  wouhl  ask  the  Legislature  to  amend  the  city  charter  and 
give  the  city  the  power  to  sell  electric  light,  heat  and  power  to 
private  consumers.  It  was  a  matter  in  which  no  one  was  con- 
ceroed  but  the  people  of  Nashville.  The  City  Council  unani- 
tnoiisly  endorsed  it.  The  people  of  Nashville  were  practically 
unaninious  for  it,  all  except  those  interested  in  public  service 
eorporations,  and  1  went  before  the  Legislature  thinking  I  would 
have  no  trouble.  I  had  the  fight  of  my  life.  Every  corporate 
influence  in  Tennessee  was  represented  before  that  Legislature 
with  its  personal  financial  and  other  influences  to  defeat  that 
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myself  confronted  with  the  absurd  proposition  that  the  city  had 
no  authority  under  its  charter  to  own  or  to  operate  a  street  car 
company.  So  that  if  I  gained  my  lawsuits  I  was  no  better  off 
in  the  effort  to  accomplish  what  I  wanted,  than  I  was  when  I 
started.  And  with  my  experience  in  attempting  to  obtain  the 
little  concession  tJiat  1  did  for  the  city  for  the  eJectric  light  mat- 
ter, I  did  not  have  the  heart  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  ask 
them  to  give  to  the  city  of  Nashville  the  right  to  own  and  oper- 
ate its  own  street  cars,  I  knew  I  could  not  succeed,  and  tliere- 
fore,  I  did  not  try  it.  I  did  prosecute  the  litigation  through  the 
courts  for  three  years.  We  had  a  printed  record  of  more  than 
three  thousand  pages.  Some  very  nice  legal  questions  were 
involved* 

The  leading  question,  if  you  will  indulge  mej  was  just  this: 
We  had  a  law  in  our  State  that  two  street  car  companies  in  a 
city  could  not  consolidate  without  the  consent  of  the  city.  As 
the  street  car  companies  had  practically  owned  the  city  for  years, 
they  regarded  a  little  thing  like  the  consent  of  the  city  to  their 
consolidation  as  altogether  immaterial.  It  could  be  brought 
about  at  any  time  they  thought  proper  So  they  went  to  work 
and  practically  effected  a  consolidation  of  three  street  car  lines 
in  the  city,  and  forgot  or  neglected  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
city  to  that  consolidation.  And  it  was  upon  that  ground  that  I 
asked  tlie  forfeiture  of  their  franchises.  I  lost  the  case  in  the 
Chancery  Court,  I  was  laughed  at  and  ridiculed  by  the  corpora- 
tion lawyers.  There  was  nothing  in  it,  so  they  said ;  I  was  sim- 
ply a  scheming  poHtical  agitator ;  nothing  serious  back  of  it.  But 
still  I  prosecuted  it  on  through  to  our  Court  of  Appeals,  which 
is  an  intermediate  court,  between  the  trial  court  and  the  Su- 
preme Court.  The  three  judges  all  gave  separate  opinions,  and 
while  they  were  not  all  my  way,  they  were  not  all  their  way,  and 
they  were  very  much  frightened.  The  street  car  company  began 
to  realize  that  they  were  up  against  a  very  serious  proposition. 
and  in  the  meantime,  they  had  gone  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 
Their  property  had  run  down,  their  service  was  abominable,  the 
public  was  outraged  at  the  service  they  were  receiving,  and 
they  were  very  mad. 

The  result  of  that  decision  was  that  they  immediately  applied 
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for  a  settlement,  and  there  I  was  with  no  power 
DeeSor^^*         to  avail  myself  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  of 

my  victory  in  the  event  I  finally  gained  iL  In 
other  words^  if  1  had  succeeded  in  establishing  the  legal  proposi- 
tions that  they  were  trespassers  in  the  streets,  I  was  compelled 
to  make  a  settlement  with  somebody  to  operate  those  street  cars, 
or  else  stop  the  running  of  street  cars,  and  then  I  would  have 
been  mobbed.  So  between  the  alternatives,  I  decided  to  com- 
promise. In  the  discussion  at  the  round  table  yesterday  after- 
noon, at  which  one  of  our  friends  earnestly  pleaded  against  the 
idea  of  compromising,  let  me  tell  you:  When  you  come  to  the 
practical  work  of  life,  it  is  all  the  result  of  compromises.  Do 
the  best  you  can.  (Applause).  Make  your  fight  for  principles, 
and  then  when  you  get  to  the  point  where  you  are  compelled  to 
act,  do  the  best  you  can  for  the  public,  and  take  the  consequences. 
So  I  had  to  make  a  compromise.  I  was  compelled  to.  I  would 
not  have  stopped  the  running  of  those  street  cars  twenty-four 
hours  for  my  life.  And  so  the  terms  were  discussed.  The  gen- 
eral result  of  the  compromise  was  about  as  follows :  In  the  first 
place  the  company  Insisted  that  they  had  a  perpetual  franchise 
to  practically  every  street  in  the  city  of  Nashville  that  was  worth 
operating  a  street  car  line  on.  That  was  the  main  projKisition 
tliat  I  was  contending  against.  They  claimed  to  have  an  im- 
limtted  franchise  to  use  those  streets  for  all  time  to  come.  4\nd 
that  was  w^hat  I  was  fighting.  That  was  what  I  regarded  as  an 
infamous  crime  that  had  been  committeed  against  humanity  in 
granting  these  unlimited  franchises. 

Let  me  discuss  for  a  moment  in  that  connection :  Instead  of 
advocating  limited  franchises,  let  me  suggest  the  thought  of 
advocating  a  clause  to  be  inserted  in  every  franchise  granted  to 

every  public   service  corporation  reserving  the 

FrmnchlBei?  right  to  the  public  at  any  time  to  purchase  the 

property  at  its  value.  If  you  insert  merely  a 
limited  franchise,  at  the  expiration  of  that  franchise,  you  simply 
offer  an  inducement  to  the  public  service  corporation  to  put 
whatever  money  is  necessary  into  the  campaign  to  elect  their 
candidates,  who  will  renew  their  franchises.  That  will  occur 
every  time.     But  if  you  reserve  the  right  to  purchase  at  any 
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time  upon  twelve  months  notice,  you  put  them  upon  their  good 
behavior  as  long  as  they  are  a  corporation. 

But  to  return,  I  was  confronted  with  diat  claini  for  a  per- 
petual franchise.  I  wanted  to  get  rid  of  it.  I  felt  that  that  was 
a  great  achievement  if  that  much  even  could  be  accomplished. 
So  the  terms  of  settlement  as  finally  agreed  upon 
were  about  these:  They  gave  to  the  city  the 
right  at  any  time  after  twenty  years  to  purdiase 
their  property  at  a  valuation  that  I  did  not  approve,  (but  it  was 
the  best  that  I  could  obtain  along  these  lines) :  Taking  the  three 
years  previous  to  any  time  that  the  city  should  decide  to  pur* 
chase  the  property,  and  averaging  the  income  of  the  company 
for  those  three  years,  the  city  would  then  have  the  right  to  pur- 
chase that  property  by  estimating  that  fifty  per  cent*  of  that 
gross  income  was  used  in  operating  expenses,  and  that  then 
the  remaining  fifty  per  cent,  should  be  capitalized  on  a  basis 
that  the  city's  bonds  were  selling  for  say,  four  per  cent;  in 
other  words,  they  should  receive  for  their  property  such  a  sum  as 
at  four  per  cent.,  would  make  fifty  per  ccnJt.,  of  their  average 
gross  income.  That  was  more  than  liberal  to  the  corporation.  It 
gives  them  an  unusual  valuation  upon  their  property.  It  was 
the  best  that  I  could  obtain,  but  possibly  may  operate  better 
than  an  effort  to  agree  upon  a  valuation  by  arbitration.  Any- 
how the  city  was  to  have  that  right  to  purchase  at  any  time  after 
twenty  years.  In  addition  to  that  that,  the  street  car  company 
agreed  to  pay  all  the  cost  of  that  three  year  litigation,  and  all  the 
attorneys'  fees  that  I  had  employed  to  assist  me  in  that  litigation, 
amounting,  I  believe,  to  about  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

In  addition  to  that,  they  were  to  pay  to  the  city  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  failing  to  keep  tip  certain  streets  during  the  pendency 
of  that  litigation. 

In  addition  to  that  they  were  to  purchase  at  a 
cost  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  a  park  and  donate  it  to  the  city. 

In  addition  to  that  they  were  to  pay  to  the  city  t%vo  per 
cent,  of  their  gross  income,  until  their  income  should  reach  one 
million  dollars  a  year,  and  then  three  per  cent,  upon  their  gross 
income  thereafter. 
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In  addition  to  that  I  obligated  them  to  expend  not  less 
than  one  and  a  half  million  dollars  in  rehabilitating  and 
building  up  the  street  car  system  that  had  'been  permitted 
to  go  to  the  dogs  during  the  previous  three  years  and  put  that 
system  into  perfect  running  order  so  as  to  give  the  people  a  good 
running  service. 

In  addition  to  that  they  provided  universal  transfers,  a  general 
transfer  staton,  through  which  every  car  in  the  city  passes  under 
a  shed,  so  that  little  children  can  go  anywhere  in  the  city  with 
safety f  get  off  at  this  transfer  station,  and  be  put  upon  other  cars 
to  go  anywhere  they  wish.  In  addition  to  that,  they  were  to 
pave  and  keep  in  repair  the  streets  over  which  their  lines  run 
between  the  tracks  and  for  two  feet  outside  thereof  in  the  same 
condition  that  the  city  kept  the  remainder  of  the  street. 

T  believe  that  those  were  the  essential  features  of  the  compro- 
mise. They  were  agreed  to  and  made  the  decree  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  our  Ftate.  And  would  you  believe  it,  some  of  my 
over-zealous  and  enthusiastic  friends,  advocates  and  believers  in 
municipa!  ownership,  thought  that  I  did  wrong  to  make  that  set- 
tlement I  was  criticised.  Even  my  motives  were  assailed  for 
having  yielded  too  much  to  the  corporation. 

The  result  of  that  settlement  is  that  they  have  expended  more 
than  two  million  and  a  half  dollars  in  rehabilitating  that  system, 
_  ,  , ,  ,  .  They  have  given  to  the  public  a  satisfactory  ser- 
vice.  The  park  system  of  our  city  has  been 
inaugurated.  We  had  none  before.  The  income  to  the  city 
frxjm  that  source  has  been  more  than  sufficient  to  maintain  our 
park  system,  and  buy  additional  parks.  The  securities  of  that 
company  have  more  than  doubled  in  value.  The  public  is  fairly 
well  satisfied— well  satisfied,  I  may  say,  with  the  service  they  are 
receiving.  The  company  is  making  money.  The  public  has  the 
right  at  any  time  to  resume  control  of  that  street  car  system  after 
twenty  years,  provided  the  Legislature  will  give  its  consent  for 
the  city  to  own  its  street  car  system  and  issue  the  bonds  necessary 
for  that  purpose. 

Those  are  in  brief  some  of  the  questions  with  which  as  a  prac- 
tical and  theoretical  believer  in  municipal  ownership  I  was  con- 
fronted as  Mayor  of  Nashville. 
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There  was  one  other  piibHc  service  corporation,  the  telephone 
conipany,  with  which  1  had  some  contentions,  and  I  came  out 
second  best  all  the  way  through,  I  was  unable  to  do  anythtng 
with  the  telephone  company,  notwithstanding 
„  ®  6  ep  on«  j.^^  ^^^^  j.|^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^^  charging  what  I  con- 
sidered unreasonable  rates.  I  appealed  to  them. 
I  plead  with  them.  I  even  went  so  far  as  to  try  some  litigation 
on  them.  But  I  failed.  They  are  successful  as  a  monopoly 
tliere  to-day.  No  competition  can  come  in.  Various  efforts 
have  been  made  to  bring  in  competing  telephone  companies. 
The  Cumberland  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co.,  absolutely  con- 
trols the  situation.  And  it  is  to-day  the  dominating  influence  in 
the  politics  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

I  have  already  detained  you  longer  than  I  should.  And  I 
hope  you  will  pardon  these  frequent  personal  references.  I 
only  wanted  to  say  in  conclusion  that  the  man  who  starts  out  to 
serve  the  public,  to  serve  it  honestly  and  faithfully,  an<l  give 
to  it  his  best  time  and  hts  best  thought,  has  no  bed  of  roses. 
He  will  find  dissensions  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  supported 
him.  The  reform  movements  have  their  serious  difficulties,  and 
so  long  as  you  have  party  organizations,  I  do  not  believe  that  you 
are  going  to  make  much  headway  in  reform,  except  through 
party  organizations.  You  have  got  to  reform  the  party  first, 
or  get  rid  of  the  party  altogether  before  independent  organi- 
zations are  going  to  make  much  headway.  When  you  have  an 
independent  organization  that  does  succeed,  I  ask  you  how  you 
are  going  to  continue  to  succeed,  without  building  up  around 
you  a  party  organization.  You  may  not  want  to  call  it  a 
party  organization,  but  you  have  got  to  have  it  if  you  get 
votes.  You  have  got  to  have  an  organization  that  can  exploit 
your  ideas  before  the  public.  If  you  do  not  yotir  followers  will 
drift  away  from  you,  and  back  into  the  old  party  organizations 
from  which  they  came.  That  is  going  to  be  the  result  unless 
you  get  rid  of  party  organizations  altogether  by  having  the 
initiative  and  the  referendum  established,  so  that  you  go  direct 
to  the  people. 

One  other  thought  and  I  am  through.  In  our  efforts  at  reform 
we  are  looking  too  much  in  the  direction  of  the  centralization  of 


JAMES  M.  HEAD  279 

power.  We  are  looking  to  the  Federal  government  for  general 
laws  to  r^^late  evils  that  the  state  governments  should  con- 
trol, and  to  the  state  government  to  regelate  the  evils  of  city 
government.  Let  us  look  the  other  way.  Let  us  go  back  to  the 
people.  (Applause).  Let  us  appeal  to  them,  and  instead  of  ask- 
ing for  reforms  by  consolidation  and  the  centralization  of  power 
in  the  hands  of  a  few,  let  us  go  back  to  the  people  as  often  as 
possible,  and  get  our  authority  from  them. 


Municipal  Ownership  and  Opera- 
tion—The Value  of  Foreign 
Experience, 

By  L,  S.  ROWE,  Ph.  D.» 

Pf of«iqr  of  PoUtical  Science,  Univeirf  Itr  of  P«nn«7tvlloiji. 

One  of  the  most  puzzling  features  in  the  current  discussions 
of  municipal  ownership  and  operation  is  the  use  that  is  being 
made  of  foreign  experience.  The  advocates  as  well  as  the  oppo- 
nents of  tlie  system  are  constantly  citing  European  conditions, 
and  each  side  is  able  to  array  a  group  of  facts  to  support  its 
position,* 

The  advocates  of  municipal  ownership  point  with  enthusiasm 
to  the  reduction  in  the  burden  of  taxation,  the  lowering  of 
charges  to  consumers,  the  greater  economy  of  operation  through 
lower  interest  rates,  the  improved  condition  of 
employees  and  the  broader  social  policy  directly 
traceable  to  the  substitution  of  public  for  pri- 
vate ownership  and  operation.  They  emphasize  the  impossibil- 
ity of  securing  from  private  companies  the  improvements  that 

*The  morning  this  paper  was  begxin  I  received  two  publications  which 
illustrate  the  diffictildes  involved  in  the  use  of  foreign  material,  A  work 
entitled  "  Municipal  Ownership  in  Great  Britain/'  by  Professor  Hugo 
Ricbard  Meyer  (340  pages,  Macmillan  Company,  1906),  is  devoted  to  prov- 
ing the  thesis  that  municipal  ownership  and  operation  in  Great  Britain  has 
been  a  failure  from  almost  every  point  of  view.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
monographic  study  by  Frederick  C,  Howe,  entitled  *'  Muntdpal  Owner* 
ship  in  Great  Britain  "—which  is  the  result  of  a  special  investigation  con- 
ducted under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor — is  re- 
plete with  evidence  pointing  to  exactly  the  opposite  conclusion.  This 
monograph  is  published  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  for  Jan- 
uary ^  1906, 
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were  carried  out,  without  hesitation,  as  soon  as  the  cities  took 
over  these  quasi-public  services  and  they  point  with  much  satis- 
faction to  the  better  co-ordination  of  municipal  policy  directly 
traceable  to  this  extension  of  functions  and  the  record  of  achieve- 
ment in  improving  the  social  well-being  of  the  population. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  opponents  of  municipal  ownership 
point  to  the  terrific  burden  of  local  indebtedness  under  which 
the  cities  which  have  adopted  this  policy  are  now  staggering- 
They  endeavor  to  prove  tliat  instead  of  relieving  the  burden  of 
taxation,  the  actual  effect  has  been  to  increase  it;  they  maintain 
that  owing  to  a  faulty  system  of  accounting  the 
profits  reported  are  fictitious  rather  than  real, 
and  finally  they  draw  a  lurid  picture  of  the  ex- 
travagant increase  in  municipal  employees  since  the  inaugura- 
tion of  this  policy.  No  wonder  that  the  average  citizen  turns 
wearily  from  this  mass  of  conflicting  testimony,  convinced  that 
no  guidance  can  be  secured  from  these  real  or  supposed'  facts, 
and  resolved  to  settle  the  question  without  reference  to  foreign 
conditions. 

It  seems  unfortunate  that  the  self-interest  and  prejudice  which 
have  obscured  the  real  issues  involved  in  this  great  question 
should  prevent  us  from  availing  ourselves  of  the  mass  of  valu- 
able experience  that  both  British  and  Continental  cities  have  ac- 
cumulated during  the  last  twenty-five  years.  To  make  this 
experience  valuable,  however,  it  must  be  used  with  the  greatest 
care  and  discrimination.  The  best  introduction  to  a  proper 
estimate  of  the  value  of  foreign  experience  is  an  analysis  of  the 
causes  that  have  led  to  the  present  movement  for  municipal 
ownership  in  European  countries.  It  is  both  an  interesting  and 
significant  fact  that  the  same  combination  of  causes  is  every- 
where apparent.  The  movement  for  the  municipal  ownership 
of  gas  and  electric  lighting,  but  particularly  of  street  railways, 
is  directly  traceable  to  the  failure  of  private  companies  to  fur- 
nish the  kind  of  service  which  the  inhabitants 
FyiOTMof  q£  ^g  cities   demanded  and   had  the   right  to 

ComDanifUL  expect.     Particularly    in    Germany,    the    history 

of  the  relation  between  municipalities  and  pub- 
lic service  corporations  is  one  long  story  of  crimination  and 
recrimination. 
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The  indictment  against  the  public  service  corporations  was 
none  too  strong  and  fully  justified  the  step  taken  by  the  lead- 
ing nitinicipalities  in  these  two  countries.  In  order,  however, 
properly  to  interpret  the  situation,  we  must  know  something  of 
the  conditions  under  which  these  private  companies  were  oper- 
ating. The  original  franchise  grants  were  made  for  relatively 
short  terms,  ranging  from  twenty-five  to  forty  years  and  were 
usually  accompanied  by  the  requirement  for  payment  into  the 
city  treasury  of  from  three  to  eight  per  cent,  of  the  gross  re- 
ceipts. The  relatively  large  financial  return  combined  with  the 
comparatively  short  franchise  period  discouraged  the  companies 
from  taking  any  large  risks,  especially  as  regards  extension  of 
the  service  into  new  and  relatively  sparsely  settled  sections  of 
the  city.  This  natural  conservatism  has  been  interpreted  as  an 
indication  of  the  inability  of  the  companies  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  local  service. 

The  faith  in  private  ownership  was  further  weakened  by  the 
reluctance  of  the  companies  to  make  the  change  from  horse  to 
electrical  power.  In  both  Great  Britain  and  Germany*  but  par- 
ticularly in  Germany,  the  introduction  of  electrical  traction  came 
towards  the  close  of  existing  franchise  grants,  and  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  companies  refused  to  make  the  large  capital  in- 
vestment which  the  change  required  unless  they  were  asstired 
cither  of  an  extension  of  the  franchise  period  or  of  adequate 
reimbursement  for  the  capital  outlay;  It  is,  therefore,  manifestly 
unfair  to  ascribe  all  the  shortcomings  of  corporate  service  to 
defects  inherent  in  corporate  management.  In  fact,  the  most 
important  are  directly  traceable  to  the  stringent  conditions  under 
which  franchises  were  held  and  the  unwillingness  of  the  muni- 
cipalities to  make  further  concessions  to  the  companies.  This 
experience  contains  a  valuable  lesson  for  American  municipalities 
and  furnishes  an  indirect  and  somewhat  unexpected  argument 
for  the  advocates  of  municipal  ownership.  The  universal  ex- 
perience of  European  countries  has  been  that  as  the  terms  of 
franchise  grants  are  made  shorter  and  the  financial  payments 
for  such  grants  are  made  larger,  the  service  performed  by 
private  corporations  deteriorates,  while  the  initiative  and  enter- 
prise which  lead  them  to  experiment  with  new  methods  and 
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devices  is  stunted  if  not  totally  destroyed  The  willingness  of 
American  corporations  to  take  great  risks  and  even  to  sacrifice 
considerable  invested  capital  for  the  purpose  of  ultimate  economy 
is  due  very  largely  to  the  fact  that  until  recent  years  they  have 
been  permitted  to  plan  for  a  service  upon  which  no  time  limit 
was  placed. 

If  the  reform  in  the  method  of  franchise  grants  becomes  gen- 
eral, as  it  bids  fair  to  do,  we  are  likely  to  experience  a  marked 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  public  service  corpor* 
Po^f  ations.     The  plan  of  disposing  of  franchises  for 

relatively  short  periods  to  the  highest  bidder 
assures  to  the  city  an  adequate  money  return  for  the  privilege 
granted,  but  tends  to  discourage  the  companies  from  incurring 
large  risks  in  the  extension  of  the  service.  It  is  not  unlikely 
that  municipal  ownership  will  come  all  the  more  quickly  because 
of  the  difficulties  and  antagonisms  that  are  certain  to  grow  out 
of  this  more  careful  safegviarding  of  piiblic  franchises.  From 
these  facts  several  lessons  may  be  drawn : 

First,  In  the  adjustment  of  the  relation  between  public  ser- 
vice corporation*;  and  municpalities  there  is  constant  danger  of 
over-emphasising  financial  considerations  to  the  detriment  of  the 
larger  social  ends  which  all  these  services  must,  or  at  least  should 
perform.  It  is  true  that  our  American  cities  have  received  a 
totally  inadequate  money  return  for  the  valnable  privileges  which 
they  have  granted,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  the  inhabitants  of 
our  cities  have  profited  to  no  small  degree  by  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prise and  the  readiness  to  make  sweeping  improvements  in 
equipment  which  have  characterized  the  policy  of  the  larger 
public  service  corporations  in  the  United  States. 

Second.  Inasmuch  as  most  of  our  American  cities  are  now 
committed  to  a  policy  of  short  term  franchises,  the  experience 
of  every  European  city  teaches  the  necessity  of  inserting  in  the 
grant  a  reserve  power  on  the  part  of  the  municipality  to  require 
the  companies  to  make  certain  definite  extensions  of  service  each 
year,  or  at  least  to  fix  the  minimum  requirements. 

Third,  Even  with  all  these  precautions  it  is  more  than 
likely  that  American  cities  will  repeat  the  experience  of  European 
communities  in  which  the  antagonism  between  the  local  authori- 
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ties  and  the  public  service  corporations  arising  out  of  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  reserved  power  of  the  municipality  will  develop 
to  such  a  point  as  to  make  municipal  ownership  the  only  possible 
solution. 

Another  series  of  lessons  to  he  drawn  from  European  experi- 
ence relates  more  particularly  to  the  effect  of  municipal  owner- 
ship on  local  finance.  Much  has  been  said  and  written  on  this 
question  and  tJie  testimony  presented  by  the 
Liw*ai  Fi  Anrifl  advocates  and  opponents  of  municipal  ownership 
has  been  of  the  most  conflicting  character.  The 
opponents  of  this  policy  have  drawn  a  depressing  picture  of  the 
extraordinary  increase  in  the  municipal  indebtedness  and  the 
inordinate  increase  in  taxation  in  those  countries  in  which 
municipal  ownership  has  been  tried.  We  have  here  but  another 
of  the  many  instances  which  confirm  tlie  truth  of  the  assertion 
that,  while  figures  do  not  lie  it  is  possible  for  tliose  who  use 
them  to  do  so.  As  a  matter  of  fact  in  all  the  European  coun- 
tries in  which  municipal  ownership  has  received  general  recogni- 
tion, but  particularly  in  Germany  and  Great  Britain,  the  increase 
in  municipal  indebtedness  caused  by  the  adoption  of  the  policy 
of  municipal  ownership ■  does  not  represent  a  real  burden  to  the 
community,  as  both  the  interest  and  the  sinking  fund  charges 
of  this  portion  of  the  debt  are  defrayed,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, from  the  receipts  of  the  various  services.  The  increase 
in  taxation  is  traceable  to  public  improvements,  such  as  better- 
ment of  school  facilitiest  repaving  of  highways,  improved  or- 
ganization of  police  service,  etc.,  from  which  services  no  direct 
money  return  can  be  secured.  The  failure  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  two  types  of  municipal  services — the  financially  pro- 
ductive and  the  financially  non*productive— has  befogged  the 
real  issue  and  has  in  some  cases  prevented  the  consideration  of 
the  question  of  municipal  ownership  on  its  merits.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  European  countries  points  to 
xwo  lypcs  ^^    necessity  of  distinguishing  between  that  por- 

tion  of  the  city  s  indebtedness  which  represents 
investments  in  reproductive  enterprises  and  that  portion  which 
is  used  for  financially  non-productive  services.  Our  present 
constitutional  limitations  on   local  indebtedness,  becaitse  of  the 
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failure  lo  make  this  distinction,  are  hampering  the  normal  growth 
of  American  municipalities.  They  served  their  purpose  in  check- 
ing that  spirit  of  speculation  and  wildcat  enterprise  which,  for 
a  time,  threatened  the  stability  of  our  system  of  local  finance. 
This  danger  is  now  happily  past,  but  the  perpetuation  of  the  old 
restrictions  hopelessly  ties  the  hands  of  our  mTinicipalities  and 
places  them  to  a  very  large  extent  at  the  mercy  of  the  public 
service  corporations.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  we  can  secure 
the  repeal  of  these  constitutional  limitations,  but  it  is  imperative, 
if  this  question  of  municipal  ownership  is  to  be  dealt  with  on  its 
merits,  that  a  distinction  be  made  between  productive  and  non- 
productive enterprises  and  that  the  limitations  on  that  portion  of 
indebtedness  incurred  for  reproductive  enterprises  be  removed. 
This  plan  was  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Municipal  Pro* 
gram  of  the  Nationa!  Municipal  League  and  the  wisdom  of  this 
proposal  is  making  itself  more  apparent  each  day. 

The  most  serious  objection    advanced   against  the   policy  of 

municipal  ownership  and  operation  in  the  United  States  is  the 

lack  of  an  administrative  organization  and  par- 

Tlift  Moit       ^       ticularly  of  a  civil  service  system  adequate  to 

^'"m^    i-:*""     ti^^r  the  additional  burden  which  such  extension 
flftfi  Objection, 

of  function  would  involve.  The  picture  of  ex- 
travagance, corruption  and  misrule  which  is  held  up  to  us  as 
the  inevitable  accompaniment  of  the  extension  of  municipal  pow- 
ers, has  done  more  than  anything  else  to  check  the  spread  of 
sentiment  in  favor  of  municipal  ownership,  On  this  point  the 
experience  of  the  municipalities  of  Great  Britain  and  Germany  is 
particularly  suggestive  and  valuable.  The  first  thing  that  is 
impressed  upon  every  student  of  foreign  municipal  institutions 
is  the  small  number  of  elective  administrative  officers,  as  well  as 
the  relative  permanence  of  tenure  of  the  heads  of  executive 
departments.  In  the  United  States  we  have  proceeded  on  the 
assumption  that  popular  government  means  short  terms  of  office 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  rotation  in  office.  We  are  but  begin- 
ning to  appreciate  the  fact  that  there  are  certain  portions  of  our 
political  system  in  which  the  plan  of  popular  election  and  short 
tenure  defeats  rather  than  promotes  the  real  intent  and  purpose 
4>f  popular  government.     Considerable  sections  of  the  country 
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have  already  become  convinced  of  this  fact  so  far  as  the  elec- 
tion of  judges  is  concerned,  and  in  our  largest  cities  the  applica- 
tion of  the  elective  principle  to  heads  of  administrative  depart- 
ments is  being  gradually  restricted,  although  in  no  case  have 
we  as  yet  reached  the  point  at  which  the  management  of  a  great 
city  department  is  looked  upon  as  a  career  to  which  a  raao  may 
give  the  best  years  of  his  life  with  tlie  assi^rance  of  pennanent 
employment.  Under  our  present  system  the  terra  of  office  is 
so  short  that  the  head  of  a  municipal  enterprise  hesitates  to  pro- 
pose large  plans  of  improvement  because  of  the  relative  cer- 
tainty- that  he  will  be  unable  to  carry  these  plans  to  successful 
conclusion. 

The  American  people  must,  sooner  or  later,  develop  a  new 
concept  of  popular  government,  in  which  the  prominent  factor 
will  not  be  the  election  of  ofificials  but  rather  that 
AJiewi/oncep  .  (.^j^^j^^^j  ^j,  organized  public  opinion  over  the  ad- 
ministration  of  public  affairs  which  is,  after  all,  the  essential  ele- 
ment of  a  vigorous  democracy.  On  this  point,  the  lessons  of 
foreign  experience  are  dear  and  unmistakable.  The  adminis- 
tration of  executive  departments  in  the  German  and  particu- 
larly in  the  English  cities  shows  a  sensitiveness  to  every  stir- 
ring of  public  opinion,  which  is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  ap- 
parent indifference  so  often  shown  in  similar  departments  in  our 
American  municipalities.  The  very  fact  that  a  head  of  a  de- 
partment is  staking  his  career  on  the  successful  management  of 
one  branch  of  the  public  service  is^  in  itself,  sufficient  to  create 
in  him  a  sensitiveness  to  every  public  demand.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  if  our  American  municipalities  are  to  extend  their 
functions  through  the  management  of  such  quasi-public  services 
as  street  railways,  gas  and  electric  light  supply,  etc,  we  must  be 
prepared  to  accept  an  organization  of  executive  departments  un- 
der which  such  heads  will  hold  office  during  good  behavior. 

It  is  also  evident  that  if  these  services  are  to  be  efficiently  per- 
formed, we  must  develop  an  organization  of  the  civil  service  on  a 
basis  similar  to  that  of  European  cities-  That  there  is  no  in- 
superable obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  this  end  is  sufficiently 
attested  by  the  rapid  strides  of  the  civil  service  reform  move- 
ment  in  most  of  our  large  cities. 
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It  is  ixnportant  in  this  connection,  to  examine  the  experience 
of  foreign  cities  on  one  of  the  points  most  strenuously  urged 
against  municipal  ownership  and  operation.  We  are  told  that 
this  policy  means  a  dangerous  increase  in  the  number  of  muni- 
cipal employees.  The  danger  that  is  pointed  out  is  twofold.  In 
the  first  place,  the  increase  in  employees  intro- 
duces an  element  of  political  danger  because 
of  the  activity  of  these  officials  in  the  civic  life 
of  the  community.  Although  foreign  cities 
have  suffered  to  a  very  slight  extent  from  this  cause,  it  must 
be  kept  in  mind  that  the  immunity  has  been  due  largely  to  the 
fact  that  their  civil  service  has  been  organized  on  a  permanent 
basis  and  administered  under  the  merit  system. 

The  opponents  of  municipal  ownership  also  lay  much  emphasis 
on  the  fact  that  the  extension  of  municipal  functions  will  mean 
not  only  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  offices, 
but  that  the  extravagance  which  characterizes  municipal  opera- 
tion will  lead  to  the  addition  of  a  great  number  of  unnecessary 
employees  to  the  city*s  payroll.  It  is  often  charged  that  this 
has  taken  place  in  the  English  cities  but  all  the  available  evidence 
shows  conclusively  that  this  charge  is  unfounded, 

A  third  and  equally  serious  question  connected  with  the  muni- 
cipal employment  of  labor  is  the  influence  of  organized  labor  in 
securing  from  municipahties  better  conditions  than  they  can 
secure  from  private  corporations  and  individuals-  It  is  pointed 
out  with  a  great  degree  of  truth,  that  unskilled  labor  under  muni- 
cipal ownership  enjoys  a  position  of  special  privilege  which  is 
unfair  to  the  great  mass  of  the  laboring  population. 

The  experience  of  every  European  city  shows  that  the  change 
from  private  to  public  ownership  and  operation  has  always  been 
accompanied  by  a  betterment  of  labor  conditions,  and  that  this 
improved  condition  has  set  a  standard  to  which  other  enterprises 
of  a  similar  character  have  been  gradually  forced  to  conform. 
This  sensitiveness  to  the  demands  of  labor  organizations  may 
place  municipal  industries  at  a  certain  disadvantage  when  in 
competition  with  private  companies,  but  the  ultimate  effect  on 
the  lat>or  situation  is  salutary  rather  than  otherwise.  In  bul 
few  instances  have  unreasonable  demands  been  complied  with^ 
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and  even  where  this  has  been   done  the  situation   has  usually 
corrected  itself  by  subsequent  reduction  in  demands. 

Another  financial  lesson  of  equal  if  not  greater  importance, 
and  as  to  which  foreign  experience  speaks  with  no  uncertain 
voice,  relates  to  the  system  of  municipal  account- 
ing. In  ever>'  Bntii^h  and  Continental  city  each 
public  work  is  regarded  as  a  separate  industrial 
enterprise,  and  the  accounts  are  kept  accordingly.  In  fact,  if 
not  in  law,  the  accounts  of  the  municipal  undertaking  are  kept  in 
exactly  the  same  way  as  if  the  enterprise  were  under  private 
management  Until  all  the  cliarges  for  repairs,  depreciation, 
interest  and  liquidation  are  met,  there  is  no  thought  of  pro6ts. 
The  result  has  been  that  the  industrial  enterprises  in  both  Ger- 
man and  English  cities  have  been  maintained  at  a  high  point 
of  efficiency.  The  besetting  danger  of  municipal  operation  in 
the  United  States  has  been  the  desire  to  reduce  the  tax  rate 
through  the  profits  of  industrial  enterprises.  This  temptation 
has  been  so  great  that  in  a  number  of  instances  the  efficiency 
of  the  municipal  plant  has  been  destroyed  by  the  desire  to 
make  a  large  part  of  this  gross  income  available  for  general 
city  purpose.  The  most  notable  instance  was  the  Philadelphia 
gas  works,  whose  decline  was  not  due  so  much  to  technical  mis- 
management as  to  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  city  council  to 
permit  it  to  be  managed  on  a  business  basis.  Gross  profits  which 
should  have  been  used  for  repairs  and  renewals  were  used  for 
general  city  purposes  and  the  coimci!  persistently  refused  to  make 
the  appropriations  necessary  to  keeping  the  plant  in  good  condi- 
tion. Unless  our  American  municipalities  are  prepared  to  make 
the  system  of  accounting  of  their  industrial  enterprises  as  busi- 
ness-like as  that  of  European  cities,  there  is  little  or  no  hope  that 
municipal  ownership  and  operation  can  be  successfully  carried 
out. 

A  final  financial  lesson  of  a  negative  rather  than  of  a  positive 

character  relates  to  the  policy  to  be  adopted  in  fixing  the  cost  of 

service  to  the  consumer.     It  has  been  pointed 

Coit  of  Service.     ^^^  ^-^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  industries  usually 

referred  to  as  public  service  industries  occupy  an   exceptional 

position  because  of  the  special   franchises  or  privileges  neces- 
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sary  for  their  operation.  While  this  is  true,  far  more  im- 
portant fact  is  often  lost  sight  of,  namely,  that  these  industries 
are  capable  of  subserving  certain  broad  social  purposes  and  that 
it  is  within  tlie  power  of  the  mynicipality  so  to  adjust  the  cost 
of  service  that  these  large  social  ends  will  be  attained.  It  is  one 
of  the  commonplaces  of  social  economy  that  the  transportation 
services  can  be  made  the  most  effective  means  of  relieving  con- 
gestion of  population,  and  that  the  gas  supply  can  be  made  one 
of  the  most  effective  means  of  influencing  the  habits  and  cus- 
toms of  the  people.  In  the  transportation  service,  the  plan 
adopted  in  most  of  the  large  European  municipalities  has  been 
to  adjust  the  fares  under  a  zone  tariff,  thus  increasing  the  cost 
of  service  with  the  increase  in  the  length  of  ride.  Although  this 
has  given  satisfactory  financial  result s»  it  has  prevented  the 
municipalities  from  performing  their  greatest  service  to  the  so- 
cial well-being  of  the  community,  namely,  to  induce  the  popula- 
tion to  move  into  outlying  and  less  congested  sections  of  the 
city.  It  is  true  that  the  uniform  fare  of  our  American  cities  is 
relatively  high  and  is  no  doubt  a  considerable  tax  on  the  short 
distance  passenger,  but  it  is  a  tax  which  ultimately  redounds  to 
the  social  welfare  of  the  community  in  contributing  to  a  more 
equable  distribution  of  population  so  necessary  to  the  social  ad- 
vance of  the  community.  In  this  matter  of  the  adjustment  of 
transportation  rates  for  the  attainment  of  social  ends,  German 
municipalities  are  considerably  in  advance  of  the  English,  but 
they  have  all  much  to  learn  from  the  conditions  prevailing  in 
our  American  cities. 

As  regards  the  gas  supply,  it  is  evident  that  a  reduction  in  the 
price  of  gas,  so  as  to  permit  the  substitution  of  the  gas  stove  for 
the  coal  stove,  is  certain  to  have  a  far-reaching  influence  on  the 
diet  of  the  poorer  classes.  In  this  respect  the  British  municipali- 
ties have  done  splendid  service.  The  readiness  with  which  food 
is  heated  on  the  gas  range  as  compared  with  the  effort  to  start 
a  coal  fire  makes  it  possible  to  introduce  a  far  larger  proportion 
of  warm  cooked  food  into  the  workingman's  diet.  But  a  be- 
ginning has  been  made  in  this  respect,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  show 
the  tremendous  power  of  the  city  in  furthering  social  welfare. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  instances  in  which  the  muni- 
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cipality  in  the  management  of  its  public  service  industries  is  able 
to  profoundly  influence  the  industrial  efficiency,  the  social  welfare 
and  the  general  well-being  of  the  community.  European  muni- 
cipalities have  all  begun  to  appreciate  the  power  which  they  can 
wield  in  this  way.  Although  the  sum  total  of  achievement  at  the 
present  time  is  soemwhat  meager,  tihe  general  principle  involved 
is  one  of  the  highest  importance  in  the  consideration  of  the 
problem  of  municipal  ownership. 


Municipal  Control  of  Public  Service 
Corporations.* 

By  HON.  JAMES  G.  CUTLER, 
Mayor  ot  Rochente^. 

*  Municipal  ownership  "  is,  just  now,  the  specific  proposed  for 
the  cure  of  all  the  ills  which  the  municipal  body  politic  suflfers 
from  public  service  corporations.  These  evils  are  real  enough 
and  they  proceed  mainly  from  over  capitalization,  insufficient 
taxation  and  the  lack  of  proper  municipal  supervision  and 
control. 

In  cities  like  Rochester,  with  a  constitutional  debt  limitation 
to  ten  per  centum  of  the  assessed  valuation,  even  if  without 
present  indebtedness,  and  Rochester  has  a  debt  now  within  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  the  limit,  the  public  utilities  could  not  be 
bought;  confiscation  is  not  yet  openly  suggested  and  we  must 
look  for  something  else. 

Indeed,  as  I  see  it,  the  only  presently  available  remedy  is  not 
public  ownership,  which  is  impossible  of  im- 
Th©  Only  mediate,   or   even    early,    realization,    and    the 

Available  merits  or  demerits  of  which  do  not,  therefore, 

press  for  discussion,  but  rather  public  super- 
vision and  control,  which  is  shown  by  experience  to  be  necessary 
and  could  be  had  at  once. 

L*  Since  this  anide  was  wriuen,  the  LegisbtiJre  of  1906  amended  Section 
44  of  the  Tax  Law,  and  provided  that  each  dty  or  town  in  which  a  special 
franchise  was  subject  to  assessment  should  be  notified  in  writing  that  such 
an  assessment  had  been  madct  and  it^  valuation,  and  should  also  receive 
notice  of  any  application  to  reduce  the  valuation  so  placed  upon  it  by  the 
State  Board  of  Tax  Commissioners. 
im) 
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Corporationa. 


Municipal  administration  tends  to  increase  in  cost  for  the  sim- 
ple reason  that  more  and  better  things  are  constantly  being  pro- 
vided by  the  cities  for  their  people.  Two  things  are,  however, 
essential  to  satisfactory  results:  First,  that  the  administration 
should  be  honest  and  efficient,  and  second,  that  the  burden  of 
taxation  should  be  fairly  distributed.  If  a  public  service  cor* 
poration  pays  $40,000  a  year,  when  it  should  pay  $120,000,  the 
small  taxpayers  must  make  up  the  $80,000,  or  do  without  some- 
thing the  city  ought  to  undertake. 

It  is  not  the  trouble  that  cities  do  too  much,  but  that  the  rich 
public  servrtce  corporations,  under  discussion,  neither  give  the 
best  possible  service  to  the  public,  which  has  created  them,  nor 
pay  what  they  fairly  owe  toward  meeting  the  cost  of  municipal 
administration.  These  corporations,  with  the 
aid  of  skillful  lawyers,  and  of  subservient  or 
careless  legislators,  have,  in  many  cases,  seized 
the  cities  by  the  throat,  confiscated  and  capitalized  the  streets, 
and  a  radical  section  of  the  people,  smarting  under  the  obvious 
injustice  and  encouraged  by  theorists  and  demagogues,  as  well 
as  by  some  sincere  and  public  spirited  men,  demand  a  remedy, 
which,  if  attempted  to  be  at  once  applied,  would  be  worse  than 
the  disease. 

It  happens  that  Rochester  has  pointed  the  way  to  permanent 
relief,  and  the  only  safe  way,  even  for  those  who  desire  and  ex- 
pect ultimate  municipal  oivnership.  Let  us  consider  what  has 
been  done  in  that  city,  the  repetition  of  an  old  story  perhaps, 
but  only  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the  possibilities  which 
actual  experience  suggests ;  the  discussion,  because  the  exigencies 
of  the  situation  with  regard  to  street  railwayj  compelled  its 
earlier  consideration  with  us,  is  at  present  confined  to  the  street 
railway  company. 

Beprinning  in  1862,  the  history  of  Rochester's  street  railway 

experience  is  a  long  series  of  public  disappointments,  bristling, 

in  recent  years,  with  stock  jobbing  by  promoters, 

Eoohestei^a  deterioration  of  rolling  stock  and  a  contempt  for 

Aftilwfty  rights  of  the  public f  which  had  reached  a  point 

^  '  in  January,  1904,  no  longer  to  be  endured.     The 

press  without  exception,  and  justly,  denounced  the  service;  the 
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people,  denied  the  comfortable  and  convenient  transportation  to 
obtain  which  they  had  granted  franchises  for  little  or  nothing, 
to  Jocal  capitalists  and  promoters,  clamored  for  relief. 

Charged  at  this  time,  as  the  city's  chief  executive,  with  the  re- 
sponsibiUty  of  searching  for  and  enforcing  such  rights  as  might 
be  found  to  remain  to  the  people,  I  looked  for  means  of  compell- 
ing^ a  substantia!  increase  hi  the  number  of  modern  cars,  proper 
warming  of  cars  in  cold  weather,  and  generally  of  enforcing  a 
reasonable  compliance  with  the  obligations  which  should  have 
been  fully  expressed  in  the  franchises,  but  which  were  generally 
conspicuous  by  absence  from  them. 

It  appeared  that  the  police  powers,  including  the  right  and 
duty  to  protect  the  public  health,  must  remain,  and  that,  if  as- 
serted with  vigor,  the  company  could  be  forced, 
under  these  powers,  to  recognize  the  rights  of 
the  people,  at  least  as  to  improvement  in  the 
rolling  stock.  Early  in  the  year  notice  was  therefore  given  to 
the  company  that  if  eld  summer  cars,  or  cars  not  properly 
warmed  J  or  dirty  cars,  were  operated  after  the  next  cold  sea- 
son set  in,  the  Health  Bureau  and  the  police  would  be  directed 
to  take  such  cars  off  the  road.  This  notice  was  given  so  as  to 
give  the  company  time  to  buy  new  cars,  and  so  that,  if  heeded, 
the  public  would  not  be  conapelled  to  do  without  regular  service. 
Notice  was  also  given  that  the  operation  of  freight  cars,  during 
hours  prohibited  in  the  franchise,  would  be  prevented  by  the 
police,  if  not  at  once  stopped,  for  the  franchise  agreement  in  this 
respect  was  flagrantly  violated  and  its  validity  questioned  by  the 
company. 

The  company  denied  the  right  of  the  city  to  "  interference 
with  its  business,"  continued  the  operation  of  freight  cars  in  the 
prohibited  hours,  and  the  police  were  promptly  employed  to 
prevent  it  by  arresting  the  motormen  and  conductors,  and  leav- 
ing the  freight  cars  on  the  track.  As  soon  as  the  company 
realized  that  the  city  administration  meant  busmess  the  oper- 
ation of  freight  cars  between  6  a.  m.  and  8  p.  m.  was  abandoned* 
has  not  been  resumed,  and,  until  a  new  franchise  is  granted, 
%vill  not  be  allowed. 

Penal  ordinances  were  then  prepared,  and  introduced  in  the 
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Common  Council,  to  regelate  the  operation  of  the  street  rail- 
way and  in  every  possible  way  the  intention  of 

OrdiiL&ncea.  *^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  rights,  and  to  exercise  ita 

police  powers,  was  manifested.  The  effect  of 
this  assertion  of  police  power  was  to  secure  radical  improve- 
ments, fifty-six  new  cars,  hot  w^ater  heaters,  and  much  more 
that  lack  of  space  forbids  discussing.  With  regard  to  tlie 
Penal  Ordinances,  the  company  said  with  Crockett's  coon,  **  You 
needn't  shoot,  we'll  come  down/' 

At  the  same  time  it  was  pointed  out  in  the  press,  that  while 
the  stock  and  bonds  of  the  company  represented  a  valuation  of 
$10,000,000,  and  were  selling  at  more  than  par,  the  assessment  of 
the  special  franchises  by  the  state  tax  commissioners  was  upon 
a  valuation  of  $2,390,840,  and  the  company  was 
ofPrancMBe^^  fighting  in  the  courts  to  reduce  this  valuation 
as  excessive.  I  had  expert  examination  made 
of  the  real  property  of  the  company,  and  it  appeared  that  the 
value  of  the  special  franchise  ought  to  be  somewhere  between 
six  and  seven  millions. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  the  administration  to  attack  the  as- 
sessment of  the  state  tax  commission,  and  to  show  its  gross  favor- 
itism to  the  company,  but  so  far  the  city  has  been  unable  to  get 
a  hearing  in  coitrt  on  this  point,  and  while  we  expect  to  succeed 
finally,  it  will  have  taken  two  years,  and  an  amendment  to  the 
franchise  tax  law  appears  to  be  necessary  if  the  cities  of  the  state 
are  to  have,  as  they  should  have,  an  opportunity,  before  the 
assessment  is  settled,  to  demonstrate  the  real  value  of  the 
franchises  for  purposes  of  taxation. 

To  this  end  a  bill  has  been  introduced  by  a  local  representative 
in  the  state  legislature,  providing  that  on  making  an  assessment 
of  a  special  franchise,  the  state  board  of  tax  commissioners 
shall  give  notice,  not  only  to  the  corporation  affected,  but  to  each 
cit}%  town  or  village  in  which  such  special  franchise  is  subject 
to  assessment*  and  further  providing  that  every  city,  town  or 
village,  entitled  to  notice,  shall  have  the  right  to  be  heard,  and 
to  file  affidavits  in  respect  to  the  valuation  of  such  special  fran- 
chises. Legislation,  along  the  lines  proposed,  has  received  the 
somewhat   unexpected   endorsement   of  the   state   tax   commis- 
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sioners  in  their  last  annual  report.  The  recommendations,  to- 
gether with  the  active  co-operation  of  the  Mayors  of  many 
cities  of  the  state,  makes  favorable  action  upon  the  proposed 
bill  highly  probable.  Pending  action  by  the  courts  and  legis- 
lature, there  has  been  no  relaxation  in  the  efforts  to  secure  proper 
assessments  of  franchises  each  year. 

Early  in  the  present  year,  and  in  consequence  of  persistent 
effort  in  that  direction,  opportunity  was  given  me  to  present 
to  the  State  Tax  Commission  facts  bearing  upon  the  valuation 
of  the  special  franchises  of  the  city.  Memoranda,  regarding 
franchise  values  of  four  local  public  service  corporations,  was 
submitted  to  the  commission,  and  a  mass  of  figures  and  other 
data  were  given  supporting  the  claim  that  the  franchises  were 
greatly  undervalued.  The  attention  of  the  commission  was 
^  called  to  the  fact  that  there  lias  been  for  some 

c^e  Valuatiooa.  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^  growing  conviction  on  the  part  of 
the  most  substantial  and  best  informed  citizens 
that  the  franchise  vahiations  of  the  public  service  corporations 
are  very  much  under-assessed,  and  the  dissatisfaction,  founded 
on  that  conviction,  is  becoming  more  marked  and  more  militant 
each  year. 

As  a  result  of  these  representations,  the  special  franchise 
valuations  of  the  city  were  increased  over  two  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  doHars,  as  compared  with  an  increase  of  $778,- 
000  dollars  for  the  previous  year,  making  a  total  increase  of 
nearly  three  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  agitation,  by  the  present  administration,  for 
proper  taxation  of  the  local  public  service  corporations. 

Examination  of  the  history  of  street  railway  companies  in  the 
city,  an  incident,  which  involved  the  search  of  all  proceedings 
of  the  common  council  from  1862,  revealed  the  fact  that  there 
were  more  than  fifty  streets  encumbered  with  unused  franchises, 
and  that  in  one  franchise  occurs  this  extraordinary  language, 
after  enumerating  a  number  of  streets  by  name,  "  and  also  such 
other  streets,  avenues,  and  places  of  said  city  of  Rochester,  in 
or  through  which  the  said  company  may  extend  its  line,  or  con- 
struct a  branch  or  branches  thereof,  or  which  may  be  described 
in  any  certificate  or  certificates  therefor  under  chapter  252  of  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  New  York," 
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These  unused  franchises  have  been  useful  to  keep  out  com- 
petition, and  proceedings  are  under  way  in  the  courts  to  recover 
to  the  people  an  unclouded  title  in  and  to  those  streets. 

The  efforts  of  the  administration  have  not,  however,  been 
limited  to  securing  proper  control  and  taxation  of  existing 
franchises.  Applications  have  been  made  by  the  railway  com- 
pany for  certain  franchise  extensions  to  enable  the  company  to 
make  connections  with  interurban  lines.  Pending  negotiations 
with  the  company,  action  upon  these  applications  is  now  being 
withheld^  and  the  franchises  will  not  be  granted  without  provid- 
ing for  some  compensation  to  the  city,  nor  without  clear  and  de- 
finite restrictions  as  to  the  operation  of  interurban  cars  in  the 
streets  of  the  city. 

But  what  has  been  done  in  Rochester,  with  a  stiff  fight,  and 
what  can  yet  be  done  in  this  way,  in  the  face  of  franchise  con- 
tracts, like  jugs,  with  the  handle  only  on  one  side,  appears  to  sug- 
gest the  possil^ility  of  action  in  this  state,  which  would  vastly 
improve  the  position  of  the  cities  with  regard  to  public  service 
corporations,  by  affording  a  more  peaceful  method  of  control. 

This,  I  think,  should  comprise,  first,  legislation  which  will 
provide  for  a  fair  assessment  of  franchises,  by  definitely  affirm- 
ing the  right  of  a  city  or  incorporated  village  to  appear  by  coun- 
sel and  be  h^ard  on  appeal  from  tax  commissioner's  appraisal. 
*  Second,  the  appointment  by  the  Mayor  of  a  comnjissioner  of 
public  utilities,  charged  with  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
service,  rendered  by  the  local  public  service  cor- 
porations, to  whom  complaints  wotdd  be  made, 
and  from  whom  redress  could  be  had.  He 
should  haire  power  to  investigate  and  to  enforce  his  decisions^ 
and  should  also  have  power  to  examine  persons  under  oath,  and 
to  direct  the  production  of  papers  and  accounts. 

It  might  be  worth  considering  also,  whether  a  municipality, 
proposing  to  take  over  the  franchises  of  a  public  service  corpo- 
ration, should  have  the  right  to  set  up  the  franchise  tax  valua- 
tion as  a  basis  for  estimating  the  compensation  to  be  paid. 

Where  a  franchise  valuation  has  been  fixed  for  the  year  by 
the  tax  commissioners  after  a  hearing,  the  issue  of  additional 
stock  should  be  made  a  misdemeanor,  and  any  municipal  pub- 
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service  corporation ,  desiring  to  increase  its  capital  stock, 
should  be  required  to  present  to  the  state  tax  commissioners  a 
petition  for  an  increase  of  its  assessed  valuation,  which  should 
bear  a  relation  to  the  proposed  increase  of  stock,  specified  in 
the  law. 

The  same  procedure  should  be  necessary  when  two  public  ser- 
vice corporations  are  to  be  merged,  or  a  holding  company  is 
proposed  to  take  over  such  corporations. 

It  may  be  argued  that  such  legislation  cannot  be  had,  that 
corporations  know  how  to  protect  themselves.  Very  well  then, 
if  the  fraudulent  accumulation  of  wealth,  by  favoritism  in  law- 
making, and  in  law  enforcement,  is  to  go  on;  if  government  of 
the  people,  by  the  public  service  corporations,  and  for  the  direc- 
tors and  their  friends,  is  to  prevail,  the  end  is  in  sight. 

The  people  see  the  injustice  of  letting  a  small  clique  come  into 
a  city  like  Rochester,  and  "  promote  "  the  streets  so  that  by 
evading  taxation  and  responsibility  for  good  service,  they  can 
sell  out  in  a  few  years  and  wafk  off  with  a  profit  of  five  million 
dollars,  as  the  Rochester  syndicate  is  said  to  have  done.  Some- 
thing serious  will  be  done  about  it  before  long.  The  question 
is,  what? 

Shall  it  be  on  the  line  of  firm,  but  temperate,  just  and  rational 
«>ntrol,  the  use  of  the  police  powers  to  bring  the  service  to  the 
highest  point  of  efficiency,  at  the  least  cost  to  the  people,  and  the 
enforcement  of  laws  designed  to  compel  the  payment  of  a  just 
share  of  taxation,  or  shall  we  procrastinate  and  temporize,  until, 
sweeping  away  the  constitutional  limitation  upon  municipal  in- 
debtedness led  by  the  demagogue  and  charlatan,  we  enter  upon 
an  era  of  socialistic  experiment  culminating  In  political  and  fin- 
ancial chaos? 

Until  we  learn  to  use  the  powers  we  have  with  firmness  and 
discretion,  it  is  simply  reckless  to  enter  upon  the  wide  and  un- 
known field.  Municipal  control  may  pave  the  way  to  municipal 
ownership  or  it  may  not,  but  it  is  necessary,  it  is  easily  possible, 
and  it  is  the  belief  of  the  writer  that  it  should  be  undertaken 
without  delay. 


The  National  Civic  Federation 
Investigation. 

By  EDWARD  A.   MOFrETT,  New  York, 

SecfctAfy,  Commitiion  on  Public  OwnerBhip  utid  OperAtioD  t>{  the  Ntttiookt  Civic 

Federation^ 

The  Commission  on  Public  Ownership  and  Operation,  of  the 
National  Civic  Federation,  is  grateful  for  this  opportunity  to 
state  ks  purposes  before  so  representative  a  body  of  thoughtful 
men  as  The  National  Municipal  League.  The  invitation,  so 
kindly  (tendered,  to  address  a  gathering  of  citizens  deeply  in- 
terested in  questions  of  municipal  betterment,  we  are  pleased  to 
regard  as  indicating  an  interest  in  our  work,  in  a  most  desirable 
quarter.  Obviously,  the  Commission's  representative  is  not 
here  to  present  either  side  of  the  question  of  public  ownership. 
His  purpose  is  simply  to  indicate  so  far  as  he  is  able,  the 
character  of  the  body  he  represents,  and  to  sketch  to  you  the 
work  it  has  undertaken  to  do. 

The  Commission  found  its  birth  in  the  rising  prominence  of 
the  question  of  municipal  ownership.  To  put  it  more  pre- 
cisely, the  desire  expressed  alike  by  advocates  and  opponents  of 
municipal  o\%Tiership,  to  obtain  atithoritatJve  data  upon  the  sub- 
ject and  to  have  disclosed  the  actual  results  of  public  ownership 
and  operation  in  home  and  foreign  cities—this  desire  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  undertaking  of  the  investigation. 

With  your  permission  I  shall  now  outline  briefly  the  creation 
of  the  Commission.  Its  membership  was  ori- 
Tlie  Creation  ginally  selected  in  the  month  of  August  of  last 
year  by  the  Executive  Council  of  The  National 
Civic  Federation,  upon  request  of  its  Depart- 
ment of  industrial  Economics  and  of  Trade  Agreements.  This 
Commission — comprised  of  a  hundred  or  more  of  the  most  prom- 
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inent  men  in  the  country  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  distinguished 
economists,  business  men  and  labor  leaders  and  representing  all 
shades  of  opinion — held  its  first  meeting  in  New  York  last 
October.  (The  personnel  of  this  body  can  be  gleaned  from 
the  small  pamphlet  that  has  been  issued;  I  have  a  few  copies 
with  me).  An  Executive  Committee  was  appointed,  also  a  Com- 
mittee on  Investigation ;  the  latter  committee  was  empowered 
to  visit  in  this  country  and  Great  Britain  those  cities  **  as  may 
be  selected  as  fairly  presenting  the  measure  of  financial  and 
operative  success  or  failure  obtained  by  municipally  owned  and 
operated  plants,  and  to  study  the  conditions  and  results  to 
the  municipality,  the  consumer  and  the  citizen 
generally ;"  also  to  visit  "  with  the  same  end  in 
view,  such  privately  owned  gas,  electric,  street 
railway  and  water  supply  plants  as  may  be  selected  and  open 
to  its  inspection/' 

Schedules  relating  to  the  four  subjects :  Gas,  Water,  Electric 
Lighting  and  Power,  and  Street  Railways^ — were  then  drawn  up 
by  a  sub-committee  consisting  of: 

Prof.  Frank  J.  Goodnow,  Columbia  Universtty, 

Edward  W,  Bemis,  Superintendent  Water  Works,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Walton  Clark,  Third  Vice-President  United  Gas  Improve- 
ment Company,  Philadelphia. 

J.  W.  Sullivan,  Editor  "  United  Garment  Workers'  Bulletin  " 
New  York. 

Milo  R.  Maltbte,  former  Editor  "  Municipal  Affairs,'*  New 
York. 

Of  this  committee  two  were  considered  to  be  in  favor  of  public 
ownership,  two  opposed  and  one  neutral.  As  the  duties  of  this 
sub-committee  involved  not  only  the  preparation  of  the  all-im- 
portant schedules  upon  which  the  investigation  is  to  be  based, 
but  also  the  general  plan  of  procedure,  the  advisability  of  such 
representation  is  apparent. 

The  next  step  was  the  engaging  of  engineers 
Bgmeer*  an        ^^^  accountants.     In  the  selection  of  these  ex- 
Accountants.  ,        ,    .       .  , 

perts  the  choice  in  each  case  was  unanimous. 

Their  names  and  particular  lines  are : 


J 


300      NATIONAL  CIVIC  FEDERATION  INVESTIGATION 

Gas:  Alfred  E,  Forstall,  New  York;  J.  R.  Klunipp,  Gcrraan- 
tawn,  Pa,;  Fred  C.  Burnett,  Toromo^  Canada. 

Eleciric:  C  E.  Phdps^  Jr.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  Theo*  Stebbins, 
Columbus,  O.;  Alton  D.  Adams,  Worcester,  Mass.;  Charles  F. 
Pritchard,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Street  Raiiways:  Norman  McD,  Crawford,  Hartford,  Coctti, 

Water:  Dabney  E.  Maury.  Peoria,  111. 

Accountants:  Marwick,  Mitchell  &  Co.,  New  York;  Robert 
C.  James,  Wallingford,  Pa. 

An  anaiyiis  of  the  schedules  to  be  filled  in  by  the  experts  show 
the  four  subjects  to  fall  under  sevej^l  general  heads^  as  follows: 

(a)  Historical  and  General. 

(b)  Supervision  of  Municipalities. 

(c)  Public  Supervision  of  Private  Companies, 

(d)  Franchises  of  Private  Companies. 

(e)  Organization, 

(f)  Political  Conditions. 

(g)  Labor. 

(h)  Character  of  Service  and  Plant, 
(i)  Financial  Matters. 

(j)  Capital  Stock  and  Bonds. 

(k)  Assets. 

(1)  Liabilities. 

(ni)  Receipts. 

(n)  Expenses. 

(o)  Profit  and  loss. 

In  the  order  of  these  divisions  I  shall  now  proceed — selecting 
the  street  railway  schedule  as  typical— to  *how  the  broad  and 
scientific  lines  upon  which  the  investigation  is  being  conducted. 
how  painstaking  is  the  search  for  the  facts,  quoting  the  more 
important  questions  as  they  occur. 

Under  this  head  questions  are  asked  intended  to  trace  the 
history  of  the  particular  plant,  the  dates  of  adopting  special  fea- 
tures, and  other  matters  that  may  assist  in  re- 
^  nca  an  viewing  its  development ;  to  ascertain  the  general 
sentiment  in  relation  to  tlie  present  system  of 
ownership  and  operation,  and  the  attitude  of  the  press,  the 
current  objections,  if  any,  to  the  present  service,  the  deg^rce  of 
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interest  taken  by  the  citizens  in  the  management,  and  whether 
cr  not  private  companies  have  consolidated,  with  dates  and 
methods  required. 

This  separation  of  the  subject  deals  with  the  power  of  muni- 
cipahties  to  construct  their  own  street  railways  without  purchas- 
ing existing  private  systems ;  also  whether  or  not  they  may  con- 
demn private  systems  under  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain.  The  power  of  the  particular  city 
in  the  matter  of  raising  funds  for  any  such 
undertaking  is  required  into.  In  this  connection  questions  are 
asked  as  to  the  limitation  upon  the  city's  taxing  power  for 
municipal  street  railways;  upon  its  general  taxing  power;  upon 
its  power  to  incur  debt  for  municipal  street  railways,  and  upon 
the  general  power  of  the  city  to  incur  debt. 

This  line  of  the   inquiry  opens   with   questions   designed   to 
bring  out  the   features  of  the  incorporation  of  the   particular 
company,  with  special  reference  to  powers  and 
limitations.    As  in  the  case  of  municipal  systems, 
stiiAutory  provisions  are  examined  in  detail 

The     next    questions     show     concretely     the 
searching  nature  of  the  investigation  in  a  most 
important   phase: 

"  What  powers  of  supervision  over  the  construction  and  op- 
eration  of  the  plants  of  private  companies  does  the  city  possess  ? 
**  What  provision  has  the  city  made  for  the  exercise  of  its 
powers  of  supervision? 

"  How  frequently  and  with  what  efficiency  does  tile  city  exer- 
cise its  powers  of  supervision? 

"  What  provisions  have  been  found  impossible  of  enforcement 
and  why?" 

Information  concerning  taxes  paid  to  State  and  to  local  au- 
thorities is  the  object  of  a  considerable  number  of  questions; 
these  conclude  with ; 

"  Is  the  company  subject  to  assessment   for  local   improve- 
ments?" 
"Are  such  assessments  actually  levied?" 

The  power  of  the  municipality  to  grant  franchises  is  here  in- 
quired into  in  detail.    Then  follow  questions  to  define  the  legal 
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provisions  delimiting  the  powers  of  the  city  as  to  the  insertion 
of  clauses  in  franchise  regarding  forfeiture  of  franchise;  time, 
method  and  acquisition  of  system  by  city;  disposition  of  plant 
thus  acquired ;  fares  to  be  charged  and  transfers 
to  be  given;  character  and  quality  of  service; 
right  of  city  to  regulate  operation;  taxation; 
compensation  for  franchises ;  paving  of  streets ; 
issuance  of  stocks  and  bonds  ;  returns  to  public  autliorities ;  trans- 
fer of  franchise  to  third  parties. 

Each  franchise  is  examined  in  detail,  and  a  full  and  clear 
statement  of  conditions  upon  which  forfeiture  may  be  declared 
and  its  possible  acquisition  by  the  city,  is  particularly  required. 
Has  the  municipality  experienced  difficulty  in  forcing  companies 
to  live  up  to  the  terms  of  their  franchise?  is  the  next  inquiry; 
and  this  embraces  examination  into  the  reasons  for  the  difBculty 
in  case  it  exists. 

The  questions  that  follow  trace  existing  private  companies 
to  tlieir  very  inception  and  relate  to  a  most  important  phase  of 
the  investigation.     They  are: 

"  How  much  deliberation  has  usually  been  given  in  the  grant- 
ing or  renewal  of  franchises  ? 

*'  Has  the  exercises  of  the  franchise  granting  power  been  at- 
tended with  public  scandal  and  if  so,  in  what  respects? 

*'  How  much  publicity  has  usually  accompanied  the  granting 
or  renewal  of  franchises? 

"  By  whom  are  franchise  grants  usually  drafted  ?'* 

The  principal  questions  under  this  division  are  intended  to 
bring  out  how  and  upon  whom  the  responsibility  is  placed  for 
the  proper  maintenance  of  particular  municipal  systems ;  whether 
or  not  the  authority  is  divided;  how  the  persons  in  position  of 
control  are  selected  and  to  what  extent,  if  any,  political  con- 
siderations enter  into  their  appointment,  and 
^^^'^"^^  ^  whether  or  not  members  of  the  governing  body 
have  technical  knowledge.  These  questions  are  also  designed 
to  determine  whether  the  head  of  the  engineering  service  is  an 
engineer  by  profession,  and  if  so,  what  scope  he  is  allowed  in  the 
exercise  of  his  duties,  to  what  extent  these  duties  are  executive ; 
and  whether  or  not  political  considerations  affect  his  appoint- 
ment or  his  tenure  of  office. 
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It  is  particularly  asked  whether  or  not  the  office  he  fills 
changes  with  each  change  of  the  city  adniinistration. 

The  renmining  questions  under  this  head  are  framed  to  as- 
certain to  what  extent  politics  may  affect  the  number  of  em- 
ployes at  any  given  period;  and  whether  politics  influence  the 
selection  or  dismissal  of  wage  earners. 

In  the  questions  set  down  under  this  head  the  main  object 
is  to  ascertain  in  what  measure  employes  have 
sought  to  organize,  openly  or  secretly,  their 
political  strength  for  the  purpose  of  influencing 
the  conditions  of  their  employment,  or  of  exercising  similar 
influence  upon  city  elections;  also  whether  candidates  for  office 
have  made  promises  of  better  wages,  etc- 

To  what  extent  employes  are  active  in  party  work  is  also 
inquired  into;  and  whether  or  not  they  are  expected  or  required 
to  pay  political  assessments.  The  question  is  also  asked  as  to 
what  evidence  there  is  *'  of  the  influence  of  private  companies 
upon  the  nomination  and  election  of  members  of  the  franchise- 
granting  and  franchise-controlling  authorities/* 

Under  this  head  the  opening  inquiries  seek  to  ascertain  what, 
if  any,  significant  relations  exist  between  increases  of  the  work- 
ing  force  and  elections;  the  wages,  maximum 
and   minimum,   paid   each   class   of   labor;   the 
legal  and  actual  number  of  hours  per  diem,  etc. 

The  succeeding  questions  relate  to  the  contentedness  of  the 
employes  and  the  answers  are  to  indicate  in  what  manner  and 
to  what  extent  the  employes  have  a  part  in  determining  the  con- 
ditions of  employment. 

The  questions  that  comprise  this  portion  of  the  schedules  refer 
first  to  those  parts  of  the  particular  system,  municipal  or  private, 
that  generate  and  transmit  power.  The  initial  inquiries  are 
necessarily  of  a  most  technical  nature;  they  seek  to  ascertain 
the  general  capacity  and  comparative  economy  of  the  plant. 

Then   follow  questions   designed  to  ascertain 
Gli&racterof         the  number  of  lines  of  the  different  companies, 
their  types,  special   features  and  the   dates  of 
installation;  tJie  number  of  cars  in  active  service 
and  their  character,  whether  open  or  vestibuled,  etc. 
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Under  the  sub-division  of  "Traffic,"  which  is  the  next  phase 
considered,  come  inquiries  showing  the  coniparison,  if  there  be 
iiuch,  between  the  legal  maximum  speed  and  the  actual;  head- 
way schedules ;  the  numiyer  of  transfer  points,  and  whether  wait- 
ing rooms  are  provided  at  such  places. 

Then  follow: 

**  Were  passengers  kept  %vaiting  at  points  of  stopping  because 
cars  were  run  loo  infrequently? 

"  Were  passengers  often  obliged  to  stand  in  cars? 

"  Were  the  cars  crowded  ? 

"  Were  extra  cars  run  during  rush  hours? 

*'  Were  the  facilities  ample  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  public 
at  all  times? 

"  What  types  of  cars  were  used? 

"  Were  the  cars  kept  clean  and  well  painted?  Well  lighted 
and  well  ventilated?    Well  heated  in  cold  weather? 

*'  Was  service  supplied  24  hours  in  the  day? 

*'  If  for  part  only,  how  many  hours  each  day? 

''  Were  there  frequent  complaints  about  the  interruption  of 
service  ? 

'*  Has  the  street  railway  service  ever  been  completely  or  par- 
tially cut  off.     Describe  instances." 

The  purchase  of  supplies  by  municipally  owned  lines  is  next 
inquired  into.  The  opening  questions  here  relate  to  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  placing  of  orders,  and  for  the  checking  of 
materials  purchased.  Among  the  principal  questions  are  the 
following : 

'*  Were  contracts  advertised  ? 

"  How  did  prices  compare  with  those  paid  by  private 
companies  ? 

'*  Were  the  dealers  supplying  materials  connected  with  the 
city,  county  or  state  government? 

**  In  practice,  did  the  manager  get  the  types  and  makes  of 
things  he  asked  for,  or  was  he  forced  to  take  something  else? 

As  a  general  summing  up  of  the  questions  this  far  pro- 
pounded there  appears  under  the  sub-head,  "  General  Matters,*' 
a  number  of  inquiries  of  such  manifest  importance  that  I  shall 
quote  a  few  of  them  also.     They  arc: 
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*'  Is  the  system  adequately  equipped  to  handle  the  business  ? 

*'  Is  the  equipment  of  modern  and  eificient  type  ? 

"  Is  it  in  good  condition  ? 

*'  Were  passenger's  complaints  promptly  and  efficiently  at- 
tended to? 

"  Is  the  general  morale  and  discipline  of  the  employes  good, 
bad  or  indifferent  ? 

"Do  the  various  departments  work  in  harmony?  Is  there 
friction  or  jealousy,  and  does  one  Department  shirk  work  leav- 
ing it  to  be  done  by  another? 

The  inquiry  into  all  of  the  four  subjects— Gas,  Electric  Light- 
ing and  Power,  Water  and  Street  Rail w ay s^ — under  investiga- 
tion, ends  with  a  critical  examination  of  matters  falling  under 
this  head. 

Capital  stock  and  bonds,  assets,  liabilities,  re- 
ceipts, expenses,  and  profit  and  loss^ — each  of 
these  elements  is  made  the  subject  of  exhaustive 
inquiry* 

Among  the  detailed  questions  in  this  category  are  those  relat- 
ing to  the  proper  charging,  in  the  case  of  municipally  owned  sys- 
tems, of  each  item  of  expense  to  the  proper  account,  with  par- 
ticular regard  to  services  rendered  by  officers  of  the  city  govern- 
ment; the  keeping  of  the  accounts  of  the  particular  plant  inde- 
pendent from  all  others  and  from  the  general  accounts  of  the 
city;  the  rate  of  interest  paid  by  the  city  as  compared  with  the 
rate  paid  by  private  public  service  companies:  the  cancelling  of 
liabilities,  and  payment  of  interest  on  bonds. 

It  is  also  asked  whether  or  not  tlie  plant  was  run  at  a  loss^ 
atid  if  so,  how  the  deficit  was  met. 

The  manner  of  auditing  is  likewise  a  subject  of  inquiry  and 
also  a  minute  examination  is  to  be  made  of  how  each  issue  of 
stock  was  dsposed  of.  The  schedules  end  with  a  risnmi  intended 
to  show  the  balance  to  profit  and  loss. 

The  following  cities  have  been  visited  by  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation: Chicago,  Pittsburgh,  Alleghany,  Atlanta,  Indian- 
apolis, Fort  Wayne,  South  Norwalk  and  Wheeling. 

A  number  of  American  cities  are  also  to  be  visited  when  the 
Committee  has  concluded  its  labors  abroad.    These  cities  are : 
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Toledo,  Philadelphia,  Minneapolis,  Milwaukee,  Norfolk,  New 
Haven,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Syracuse  and  a  number  of  Massa- 
chusetts cities. 

It  is  likely  that  a  number  of  cities  will  be  visited  a  second  time. 

Among  the  foreign  cities  included  in  the  plan  of  investigation 
are;  Glasgow,  Birmingham,  Leicester,  Mandiester,  Sheffield, 
London,  Liverpool,  Newcastle  and  Dublin. 

The  preliminary  work  abroad  has  been  under  way  for  some 
time;  in  addition  to  the  experts,  the  following  members  of  the 
Commission  have  begun  work  there ; 

Melville  E.  Ingalls,  Chairman  of  the  Commission;  Milo  R. 
Maltbie,  J.  W,  Sullivan,  Timothy  Healy,  and  Albert  E.  Win- 
chester, The  work  of  the  Commission  as  initiated  by  these  gen- 
tlemen has  evoked  considerable  interest  in  the  British  munici- 
palities.  The  press  has  very  generously  devoted  space  to  it 
and  has  predicted  that  the  results  of  the  investigation  wiU  go 
far  in  the  direction  of  supplying  information  of  hardly  less 
value  to  their  own  municipalities  than  to  those  of  America* 

The  Committee  of  Investigation  sails  for  England  May  22d, 
and  expects  to  remain  at  least  two  months. 

The  Commission  on  Public  Ownership  and  Operation,  I  de- 
sire to  say  by  way  of  conclusion,  was  not  formed  to  advance  any 
theories  or  to  express  opinions  either  for  or  against  municipal 
ownership  and  operation,  or  in  relation  to  ownership  as  against 
operation.  It  was  formed  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  present 
them  in  comprehensive  and  utilizable  form— only  this  and 
nothing  more. 

You  will  doubtless  feel  interested  to  know,  if  you  do  not 
already  know,  the  kind  of  men  to  whom  has 
been  entrusted  the  practical  work  of  investiga- 
tion. The  following  gentlemen  comprise  the  committee  having 
charge  of  the  work: 

Melville  E.  Ingalls,  Big  Four  Railroad,  Cincinnati,  O, 

Talcott  Williams,  Editorial  Writer,  *'The  Press,"  Philadelphia. 

W.  D.  Mahon,  President  Association  Street  Railway  Employes 
of  America,  Detroit, 

Frank  J.  Goodnow,  Columbia  University,  New  York, 

Walton  Clark,  Third  Vice-President,  United  Gas  Improve- 
ment Company,  Philadelphia. 
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Dn  Albert  Shaw,  Editor  "  Review  of  Reviews,*'  New  York. 

Edward  W.  Bemis,  Superintendent  Water  Works»  Cleve- 
land, O. 

John  H,  Gray,  Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  111, 

Walter  L,  Fisher,  Secretary  Municipal  Voters'  League, 
Chicago, 

Timothy  Healy,  President  Ijiternational  Brotherhood  Sta. 
Firemen,  New  York. 

William  J.  Clark,  Foreign  Manager  General  Electric  Company, 
New  York. 

H.  B.  F.  MacFarland,  President  Board  of  Commissioners, 
D.  C 

Daniel  J.  Keefe,  President  International  Longshoremen's  As^ 
sociation,  Detroit. 

Frank  Parsons,  President  National  Public  Ownership  League, 
Boston. 

John  R.  Commons,  University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis, 

J.  W.  Sullivan,  Editor  "Clothing  Trades'  Bulletin,"  New  York. 

Leo  S.  Rowe,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 

F.  J.  McNulty,  President  International  Brotherhood  Electric 
Workers,  Washington. 

Albert  E,  Winchester,  General  Superintendent  South  Norwalk 
Electric  Works, 

Charles  L.  Edgar,  President  Edison  Electric  and  Illumination 
Qwnany,  Boston, 

Milo  R.  Maltbie,  former  Editor  "  Municipal  Affairs/'  New 
York. 

The  National  Civic  Federation  feels  that  in  entrusting  this 
important  investigation  to  a  commission  of  such  high-class 
personnel  it  has  given  the  best  possible  evidence  of  its  desire  to 
submit  to  the  American  people  a  fund  of  much-needed  informa- 
tion gathered  without  partiality  or  desire  to  serve  any  interest 
b»it  the  interest  of  truth. 


Corrupt  Practices  and  Electoral 
Methods. 
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With  the  body  politic  as  with  the  physical  body  correct  habits 
are  a  far  more  important  factor  in  producing  and  conserving  a 
sound  and  healthy  condition  than  any  amount  of 
medidnd.  Our  electoral  methods,  therefore,  to  be 
wholesome  should  be  primarily  designed  rather 
to  prevent  corrupt  practices  than  to  punish 
them.  Not  but  that  the  certainty  of  punishment  may  deter  from 
the  commission  of  crime  but  the  wiser  plan  is  to  establish  meth- 
ods that  diminish  the  opportunity  for  its  commission. 

Otirs  is  an  intensely  commercial  and  industrial  civilization,  and 
government,  local,  state  and  national,  touches  so  closely  and 
aflfects  so  seriously  so  many  important  business  interests  that 
persistent  efforts  by  such  interests  to  influence  g-ovem mental 
action  must  always  be  reckoned  with. 

The  animating  motive  of  these  efforts  is  pecuniary  gain;  and 
centuries  of  experience  have  demonstrated  that,  where  oppor- 
tunity is  given,  there  is  no  depth  of  moral  turpitude  to  which 
this  motive  will  not  degrade  human  conduct. 

Our  political  methods,  and  especially  our  electoral  methods, 
afiford  precisely  this  opportunity. 

Whoever  would  be  a  successful  candidate  for  election  or  re- 
election to  public  office  must,  so  long  as  present  electoral  meth- 
ods obtain >  do  the  bidding  of  some  political  autocrat  or  oligarchy. 
And  this  is  equally  true  of  all  appointive  offices,  outside  of  the 
very  limited  field  within  which  the  Merit  Principle  is  really 
enforced. 
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The  autocrat  or  group  of  oligarchs  who  thus  dominate  the 
holders  of  public  office  can  sell  governmental  action,  and  do 
sell  it. 

In  city  after  city»  in  state  after  state,  in  the  national  capital 
itself,  we  find  this  base  and  degrading  commerce  between  the 
political  boss  who  sells  and  the  business-man  who  buys  govern- 
mental action. 

An  immense  tide  of  moral  indignation  is  rising  throughout 
the  country.  The  people  are  recognizing  that  the  boss  who 
sells  and  the  financier  who  buys  governmental  favor  are  equally 
public  enemies,  are  especially  detestable  in  character,  and  that 
their  unholy  alliance  of  loot  cannot  be  destroyed  by  appeals  to 
the  moral  instincts  of  either. 

We  cannot  change  the  commercial  and  industrial  character  of 
our  age  nor  the  fact  that  the  selfish  pecuniary  interests  of  a 
large  number  of  individuals  and  corporations  are  directly  af- 
fected by  governmental  action.  So  long  as  governmental  action 
is  for  sale  there  will  be  no  lack  of  purchasers. 

This  sordid  traflfic  will  continue  so  long  as  the  despotic  control 
of  the  boss  continues  over  the  men  who  seek  or  hold  public  office. 
Personal  registration,  a  secret  ballot,  an  honest  canvass  of  the  bal- 
lots, are  necessary  steps  toward  the  overthrow  of  this  control,  but 
they  are  not  enough.  We  shall  never  be  rtd  of  boss-government 
until  we  shall  have  utterly  destroyed  the  opportunity  for  any 
political  autocrat  to  obtain  the  nionopoly  of  naming  the  success- 
ful candidates  for  public  office.  Our  present  nominating  meth- 
ods* whether  so  intended  or  not*  give  precisely  this  opportunity. 
So  long  as  they  exist  the  boss  will  flourish.  If  new  ones,  how- 
ever fair-seeming,  take  their  place,  and  yet  this  citadel  of  his 
power  remains,  the  boss  will  flourish.  You  cannot  destroy  the 
boss  so  long  as  he  can  traffic  in  governmental  action.  This  traffic 
rests  upon  his  control  of  the  holders  of  public  office,  and  this,  in 
turn,  upon  his  domination  of  the  methods  of  nomination  to  public 
office.  Destroy  this  domination  and  you  destroy  bossism,  not 
merely  a  particular  boss,  a  Cox  or  Durham  or  Murphy,  not  the 
boss  as  an  individual — the  boss  as  an  individual  is  a  mere  in- 
cident— ^but  the  boss  as  an  institution. 

Destroy  the  political  methods  and  machinery  that  center  in  one 
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man,  or  an  oligarchy,  the  control  of  nominations  to  public  office 
and   the  boss  will   pass   into   the   realm  of  American   political 

mythology. 

The  direct  tendency  of  our  present  electoral  methods  to 
breed  the  boss,  the  financial  stake  of  individual 
an  Ex^D^^  and  corporate  interests  affected  by  the  con- 
duct of  public  office,  the  sordid  alliance  of 
greed  between  bossism  and  lawless  wealth,  the  almost  in- 
superable difficulties  which  our  present  electoral  methods  place 
in  the  way  of  putting  a  representative  of  the  people  in  public 
office,  the  ultimate  but  by  no  means  impregnable  citadel  of  the 
boss*  power,  the  way  to  capture  that  citadel  and  dethrone  the 
boss,  the  genuine  soundness  of  the  electorate  as  a  whole  and  its 
eagerness  to  have  as  its  representative  in  public  office  a  man  who 
will  conduct  the  office  according  to  a  policy  in  which  the  elector- 
ate believes  are  well  illustrated  by  the  recent  campaign  for  nomin- 
ation and  election  to  the  office  of  state  senator  from  Essex 
County  in  New  Jersey. 

The  New  Jersey  Ballot  Law,  as  in  most  states,  and  in  all  boss- 
governed  ones,  makes  it  relatively  easy  to  vote  for  the  candidates 
of  a  regular  political  organization  and  relatively 
BaUot  lI^  difficult  to  vote  for  independent  candidates  for 

political  office.  In  New  Jersey  each  recognized 
political  party  organization  has  its  own  separate  official  ballot 
upon  which  is  printed  its  "  ticket "  i.  e.  a  list  of  its  official  can- 
didates for  all  the  offices  to  be  filled  at  the  election.  A  recog- 
nized political  organization  is  one  whose  candidates  at  the  last 
preceding  election  polled  at  least  five  per  centum  of  the  votes 
cast  Any  group  of  non- organization  men,  if  sufficiently  numer- 
ous, can  nominate  by  petition  and  also  have  an  official  ballot 
containing  the  names  of  its  nominees.  The  voter  can  use  but  one 
official  ballot,  however,  and,  if  he  does  not  like  the  candidates 
upon  it  or  it  does  not  contain  candidates  for  all  tfie  offices,  he 
must  make  such  changes  as  he  desires  by  writing  or  pasting 
them  upon  the  ballot.  Naturally  there  is  not  a  superabundance 
of  independent  candidates  in  New  Jersey  elections. 

Under  the  New  Jersey  law,  primaries  can  be  held  only  by 
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recognized  political  organizations,  membership  in  which  is  con- 
fined to  those  voters  who  are  willing  to  swear 
that  at  the  last  election  they  voted  for  the  ma- 
jority of  the  candidates  of  the  organization  and 
that  they  intend  to  support  its  candidates  at  the  approaching  elec- 
tion-    Such  a  person  may  at  a  given  date  in  September  attend 
before  the  election  officials,  be  registered  as  a  member  of  his 
organization,  receive  its  printed  primary  ballot,  then   retire  to 
a  t>cH>th  and  privately  indicate  upon  the  ballot  his  preference. 
This  ballot  contains  the  names  of  the  candidates  for  committees 
of  the  organization,  for  delegates  to  conventions  which  are  to 
nominate  the  organization's  candidates  for  pitblic  office,  and  the 
^B names  of  candidates  for  the  organization's  nominations  to  certain 
^^  local  public  offices,     The  voter  must  erase  the  names  of  al!  candi- 
dates for  whom  he  does  not  wish  to  vote.     In  the  city  the  poli- 
^ptical  unit  of  representation  is  the  ward,  in  the  countty  it  is  the 
town.    The  organization  is  entitled  to  one  delegate  in  a  dele* 
gate   convention   for  each   two   hundred   votes   ca?^t   within   the 
ward  (or  town)  for  the  governor  wearing  the  political  label  of 
the  organization  at  the  last  preceding  gubernatorial  election  and 
one  delegate  for  each  fraction  thereof  over  one  hundred.    The 
number  of  voters  participating  in  the  primary,  in  no  way  affects 
the  number  of  delegates  to  which  the  organization   is  entitled 
in  the  convention.     That  is  determined  by  the  number  of  votes 
at  the  preceding  general  election^  not  by  the  number  of  voters 
participating  in  the  primary. 

I  have  before  me  a  specimen  of  the  ballots  used  at  an  election 
district  in  Newark  at  the  primary  election  in  September,  1905, 
To  the  county  convention  which  was  to  nomin- 
Tlie  Complex        ^^^  ^  g^^^^  senator  and  a  county  sheriff,  thirty- 
one  delegates  were  to  be  elected;  to  the  city 
convention  which  was  to  nominate  two  members 
of  the  Board  of  Street  and  Water  Commissioners,   thirtyHDne 
delegates  were  to  be  elected ;  one  alderman,  one  school  commis- 
sioner, one  constable,  and  four  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  to  be 
tiominated  by  direct  vote  at  the  primary.    There  were  also  to  be 
elected  at  the  primary  twelve  members  of  the  County  Committee 
of  the  organization— one  from  each  of  twelve  election  districts 


I 


and  Confusing 
Primary  Ballot 


312     CORRUPT  PRACTICES  AND  ELECTORAL  RIETHODS 

of  the  ward.     The  ballot  is  two  feet  eight  inches  long.     There 

are  one  hundred  and  sixty- four  names  of  candidates  upon  it 
and  the  titles  of  eleven  public  and  twelve  private  offices,  or  count- 
ing, as  we  should,  the  position  of  delegate  as  a  private  (organ- 
ization) office,  there  are  seventy- four  private  offices. 

Of  the  eleven  public  oflfices  nine*— those  of  Sheriff,  the  two  Street 
and  Water  Commissioners,  the  School  Commissioner,  the  four  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  and  the  Constable — involve  no  question  of  poli- 
tical policy  about  which  men  can  rightly  hold  different  opinions. 
Rightly  regarded  these  are  wholly  non-pohtical  offices  and  should 
be  appointive.  Making  them  elective  confuses  the  voter  as  to 
the  real  political  issues,  gives  abundant  opportunity  far  and» 
indeed,  necessitates  '*  slates  "  and  combinations,  cumbers  the  elec- 
toral machinery,  adds  to  the  expense  and  increases  the  com- 
plexity of  campaigns,  and  at  this  particular  primary  required 
the  printing  of  seventy-four  names  to  be  passed  upon  by  every 
voter. 

There  were  also  on  the  ballot  the  names  of  twenty-four  can- 
didates for  twelve  county  committeemen's  places.  Committee- 
men are  officers  of  the  organization  and  their  election  is  a 
purely  private  organization  affair.  Coitifbining  the  choice  of 
officers  of  the  organization  with  the  nomination  of  public 
officers  and  with  the  choice  of  delegates  who  are  to  nomin- 
ate pufclic  officers  is  another  illustration  of  the  confuson 
and  complexity  of  our  electoral  methods.  Let  a  political 
organization  elect  as  many  officers  as  it  chooses,  and  as  It 
finds  adapted  to  its  needs,  but  to  be  required  at  one  and  the 
same  time  to  weigh  intelligently  the  various  reasons  which  may 
be  urged  to  determine  his  choice  between  various  applicants  for 
official  positions  within  the  organization,  to  give  due  consider- 
ation to  the  claims  of  various  candidates  for  nomination  to  public 
offices  some  of  them  political  and  some  wholly  non-political,  and 
in  addition  to  select  among  competitors  the  delegates  who  are 
later  to  decide  who  shall  be  nominated  to  both  political  and  non- 
political  public  office  is  an  ideal  situation  to  produce  a  feeling  of 
utter  helplessness  in  the  voter  enmeshed  and  confused  in  the 
mazes  of  such  a  labyrinth. 

It  is  a  sufficient  condemnation  of  such  electoral  methods  that 
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they  justify  the  feeling  of  helplessness  and  hopelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  individual  voter  and  practically  compel  him  to  exer- 
cise his  franchise  under  expert  professional  guidance. 

The  first  simplification  of  this  ballot  would  be  to  strike  off  the 
twelve  purely  private  organization  offices  of  county  committee- 
man ;  this  would  remove  twenty- four  names.  The  next  simpli- 
fication would  be  to  strike  off  all  the  non-political  and  therefore 
not  properly  elective  offices;  this  would  remove  seventy- four 
names  more.  The  next  simplification  would  be 
to  strike  off  the  names  of  all  delegates  for  the 
senatorial  convention  thereby  making  it  possible 
for  the  voter  to  vote  directly  for  his  choice  among  the  candidates 
for  nomination  as  senator.  This  would  remove  sixty-two  names 
more.  We  should  then  have  a  ballot  containing  the  titles  of  but 
two  offices,  those  of  alderman  and  senator,  and  the  names  of 
just  two  candidates  for  the  nomination  to  each  office.  What  a 
disentangling  of  the  hopelessly  involved  would  be  accomplished 
by  such  a  transformation,  how  relatively  easy  for  the  voter  to 
exercise  his  franchise,  how  slight  his  need  would  be  for  expert 
advice  or  guidance ;  and  if  the  purpose  had  really  been  to  enable 
him  to  exercise  an  intelligent  and  discriminating  choice  and  to 
make  his  choice  effectual, — which  would  have  been  the  official 
ballot  at  this  primary?  The  one  actually  used,  two  feet  and  eight 
inches  long  containing  the  titles  of  twenty- three  offices,  political 
ajid  non-political,  private  and  public,  same  of  them  purely  ad- 
ministrative^  others  involving  policies  having  nothing  in  common 
or  actually  conflicting,  and  containing  also  the  names  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  different  persons?  or  a  single  straight- 
forward ballot  upon  which  would  appear  only  the  office  of  state 
senator  with  the  names  of  the  two  competitors  for  the  nomination 
and  the  office  of  alderman  with  the  names  of  the  two  com* 
petitors  for  nomination  to  that  office  ?  A  ballot  on  which  appear 
two  offices  and  four  candidates  or  one  with  twenty-three  offices 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty- four  candidates  and  delegates,  which 
is  the  better  suited  to  a  freeman's  use?  In  the  intricacies  and 
intentional  absurdities  of  the  one  he  is  hopelessly  entangled  and 
confused;  to  understand  the  plain  straightforward  meaning  of 
the  other  he  needs  no  expert  guidance. 
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But  tfiis  is  not  yet  the  whole  story.  The  presence  upon  the 
ballot  of  all  these  names  of  candidates  and  delegates  is 
the  resuh  of  the  previous  expenditure  of  an 
enormous  amotmt  of  time^  labor  and  expense. 
This  necessitates  a  thoroughly  equipped  and 
highly  elaborated  political  machine,  which,  be- 
ing human,  must  be  fed  and  trained  and 
kept  in  perfect  discipline.  Essex  County  has  such  a  ma- 
chine with  its  tenders  and  helpers  and  managers,  local  hench- 
men, district  leaders,  chairmen  and  sub-chairmen  and  executive 
committees  and  over  all  the  county  chairman  or  "  boss  "  with  his 
trained  staff.  The  details  are  unnecessar},'  here.  In  its  essential 
characteristics  and  in  the  completeness  of  its  thoroughly  worked 
out  system  it  has  its  counterpart  in  a  thousand  counties.  From 
a  long  time  before  the  primary  till  the  close  of  the  general  elec- 
tion, and  during  all  the  periods  between  general  elections,  this 
thoroughly  organized  and  well  disciplined  human  machine  is  al- 
ways in  action  and  must  be  fed  and  paid.  It  is  a  permanent  ma- 
chine and  never  idle;  for  while  the  people  are  busy  and  absorbed 
about  their  own  aflPairs  the  politicians  are  no  less  busy  about 
their  own  affairs.  Each  is  occupied  in  strengthening,  increas* 
ing  and  enlarging  his  own  business.  The  intricacies  of  politics 
do  not  disturb  or  annoy  the  professional  They  give  him  his 
daily  bread.  The  watchful  care  of  the  innumerable  details  in- 
ddent  to  the  preparation  for  and  management  of  primaries,  cam- 
paigns and  elections,  the  pains-taking  supervision  of  the  conduct 
of  public  officers,  are  the  politician's  chosen  occupation*  his 
means  of  livelihood — and  may  lead  to  a  competence.  It  i^  idle 
to  blame  or  berate  him.  It  is  futile  to  call  him  unpleasant  names. 
He  is  quite  as  much  the  result  as  he  is  the  cause  of  our  present 
electoral  system.  So  long  as  the  system  endures  he  will  be  in 
evidence.  And  he  will  fight  to  maintain  the  system,  for  it  main- 
tains him ;  just  as  any  of  us  will  struggle  to  the  bitter  end  to 
maintain  the  business  by  which  he  earns  his  living  or  is  gaining 
a  competence.  Do  not  waste  breath  in  reviling  the  *'  profes- 
sional politician ;"  attack  the  system.  It  is  well  entrenched  now 
and  cannot  be  destroyed  in  one  campaign  or  at  one  election ^  but 
keep  constantly  weakening  it  and  he  w^ill  become  of  constantly 
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diminishing  importance.  The  need  of  an  elaborate  machine  in 
political  management  is  a  delusion  and  the  supposed  necessity 
of  organizing  and  equipping  an  elaborate  permanent  political  ma- 
chine in  order  to  fight  the  machines  already  organized  is  a  worse 
delusion.     It  will  but  breed  another  boss. 

The  total  vote  of  Essex  County  at  a  general  election  is  ap- 
proximately 80,000*  its  population  something  over  400,000, 
Newark,  the  leading  city  of  the  State  in  indus- 
try, wealth  and  population  is,  in  Essex  County 
and  there  are  many  lesser  cities  and  towns  within 
its  borders  as  well  as  a  very  large  number  of 
important  businesses  whose  pecuniary  interests  may  be  directly 
affected  by  the  action  of  town  and  city  officers  and  of  the  state 
tegtslature  which  can  restrict  or  enlarge  the  activities  of  these 
officers.  The  senator  from  Essex  has,  thereforCi  a  most  im- 
portant and  responsible  position  though  the  salary  attached  to 
it  is  only  $500  a  year. 

Whoever  aspires  to  be  senator  from  Essex  must  secure  the 
Republican  nomination,  for  the  County  is  safely  Republican. 
This  means  that  he  must  gain  the  support  of  the 
majority  of  the  delegates  that  constitute  the 
Republican  county  convention,  which  under  the 
New  Jersey  law  has  the  nomination  for  senator 
These  delegates  are  chosen  at  the  September 
primaries  I  have  already  described  as  held  in  each  election  dis- 
trict of  the  county  and  which  can  be  participated  in  only  by 
those  who  are  willing  to  swear  that  they  voted  for  the  Republican 
candidates  the  year  before  and  intend  to  do  so  again  at  the 
approaching  election. 

It  is  all  in  the  day's  work  and  a  part  of  the  usual  functions  of 
the  well  equipped  and  officered  Essex  County  machine  to  select 
the  necessary  number  of  men  residing  in  the  different  parts  of 
tiie  county  who  will  go  as  delegates  to  this  convention  and,  tak- 
ing their  orders  from  the  machine,  bestow  the  senatorial  nomin- 
ation upon  the  choice  of  the  machine's  managers,  either  an- 
nounced in  advance,  or,  at  the  last  minute,  when  a  little  slip  of 
paper  is  handed  to  the  eloquent  orator  at  the  climax  of  the 
peroration  of  his  nominating  speech.     But  to  establish  before 
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the  primary  with  enough  men  residing  in  different  parts  of  the 
county  to  constitute,  if  elected,  a  clear  majority  of  the  conven- 
tion, sudi  relations  that  they  will  consent  to  enter  the  contest  for 
election  as  delegates  and  agree  beforehand  to  vote  for  him  as 
their  candidate  for  senator  is  an  enormous  and  almost  impossible 
task  for  an  ordinary  citizen.  Yet  this  is  precisely  what  was  at- 
tempted  and  successfully  accomplished  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1905. 

Before  describing  how  this  was  done  let  me 
put  before  you,  even  at  the  risk  of  some  repeti- 
tion, some  of  the  difficulties  in  his  way.  He  had 
to  get  the  Republican  nomination ,  and  this  meant  several  things, 
among  others,  these : 

He  was  obliged  to  persuade  regular  Republicans — i.  e„  men 
who  had  voted  and  were  willing  to  swear  that  they  had  voted 
the  Republican  ticket  the  year  before  and  would  vote  the  regular 
Republican  ticket  at  the  election  this  year— to  attend  the  primar- 
ies held  in  the  two  hundred  and  fourteen  polling  places  scattered 
through  the  county  and  to  vote  in  sufficient  numbers  for  dele- 
gates pledged  to  support  him  in  the  nominating  convention  to 
elect  a  majority  of  the  convention.  This  nominating  convention 
consisted  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-nine  delegates.  He  had 
to  persuade,  therefore,  at  least  two  hundred  and  forty  regular 
Republicans  residing  in  every  part  of  the  county  to  agree  to 
support  him  in  the  nominating  convention  and  to  engage  in  a 
personal  campaign  among  their  fellow  Republicans  for  their 
own  election  as  delegates. 

He  had  to  see  to  it  that  all  legal  formalities  were  complied 
with  in  each  election  oistrict,  that  the  names  of  delegates  pledged 
to  him  in  the  different  localities  were  placed  upon  the  official 
primary  ballot  appropriate  to  the  particidar  election  district  and 
that  the  voters  at  two  hundred  and  fourteen  polling  places  were 
instructed  in  advance  how  to  use  a  cumbrous  and  confusing  pri- 
mary ballot  such  as  I  have  described. 

Only  those  who  have  taken  active  part  in  the  details  of  a 
political  campaign  can  have  even  an  approximate  idea  of  the 
expenditure  of  time,  energy  and  money  needed  to  accomplish 
these  results  without  the  skilled  and  experienced  service  of  a 
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regular  political  organization.  And  in  this  particular  campaign 
the  candidate  for  senator  was  opposed  by  all  the  skill  and  ex- 
perience of  the  Essex  County  Republican  Machine  with  practi- 
cally  unlimiterl  funds  at  its  disposal.  This  opposition,  sonnetimes 
open,  sometimes  insidious,  but  never  ceasing  for  an  instant,  was 
encountered  at  every  step  and  in  countless  ways.  He  was  seek- 
ing only  the  nomination  for  senator;  if  he  gained  the  nomina- 
tion and  was  elected,  he  would  after  all  be  but  one  member  of  one 
of  the  two  houses  of  the  state  legislature.  Why,  then,  this  re- 
lentless opposition  by  the  mactiinCi  its  managers  and  backers? 
How  could  the  candidacy  of  a  man  for  nomination  to  an  office 
with  a  salary  of  $500  a  year  be  so  threatening  or  in  fact  danger- 
ous at  all  to  the  interests  of  the  machine?  In  the  answers  to 
these  questions  will  be  found  some  bint  of  the  reason  for  the 
continuance  of  a  cumbrous  and  confusing  electoral  system  not 
alone  in  Essex  County  but  in  many  other  places  and  of  the 
sinister  forces  that  preserve  and  maintain  such  a  system  for  their 
own  corrupt  purposes. 

In  New  Jersey,  as  in  other  states,  the  action  of  the  legis- 
lature  mightily   concerns   great   corporate  busi- 

the^SSSJsMp.  "*""*="  ^"'^  Sr«t  individual  interests  in  them. 
The  legislature  can  grant  them  many  privi- 
leges, can  take  away  power  or  give  additional  power ,  can 
investigate  them,  can  tax  them.  The  corporation  is  the 
creature  of  the  legislature  and  is  in  law  subject  to  its  will,  but 
what  if  the  legislators  are  made  creatures  of  the  corporations? 
Then,  though  in  theory  of  law  the  supremacy  of  the  legislature 
continues,  in  actual  practice  the  legislature  is  subject  to  the  cor- 
porate will.  What  an  almost  exhaustless  store  of  wealth  would 
then  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  corporate  manager.  How  vastly 
tempting  to  able  financiers  the  opportunity  to  acquire  boundless 
riches  und^r  the  protection  of  laws  they  make  themselves.  Ours 
is  a  law  abiding  peopJe,  It  is  our  boast  that  this  is  a  country 
of  laws  not  men,  and  respect  for  law  because  it  is  law  is  taught 
us  from  our  earliest  years.  Here  then  is  the  road  plainly 
marked  out  for  shrewd  law-abiding  avarice, — "  make  laws  that 
sanction  the  gratification  of  greed/*  This  is  no  new  phenomenon. 
Kings  have  clipped  coin  and  made  their  worthless  paper  promises 
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leg-al  tender.  Unprincipled  rulers  and  short-sighted  ones  have 
often  abused  their  powers  for  their  private  advantage.  But 
how  in  a  country  which  selects  its  rulers  by  general  elections, 
which  guards  Its  electorate  by  registration  laws  and  places  in 
each  elector *s  hand  on  election  day  a  secret  ballot^  how  in  sudi 
a  country  is  it  possible  for  any  general  abuse  of  power  by  such 
elected  rulers?  and  how  shall  such  a  reversal  be  brought  about 
that  the  legislature, — ^the  creator  of  corporations — may  become 
itself  their  creature,  and  the  corporations  become  the  creator  of 
the  legislature? 

To  the  observant  student  of  our  political  methods  the  answers 
to  these  questions  are  not  difficult.    The  avenue  to  public  place  is 

through  subserviency  to  the  machine,  for  the 
BwBeBS  Inter-  niachine  holds  in  its  grasp  the  monopoly  of  suc- 
esta  and  FoUtical  ^^^^^^^j  candidacy  for  office.  The  machine  is  costly 

and  m  constant  need  of  money;  tlie  pnvate 
interests  that  desire  governmental  favor  supply  the  money, — 
finance  the  machine.  The  office-holder  whose  official  life  depends 
upon  the  favor  of  the  machine^he  owed  to  it  his  nomination  and 
must  look  to  it  for  his  renomination — obeys  the  machine.  The 
machine  obeys  the  financier.  This  is  the  process  and  the  per- 
fectly natural  process  through  which  the  apparently  astounding 
reversal  is  brotight  about  that  our  legislatures,  though  in  great 
part  unwittingly,  become  the  instruments  of  private  moneyed 
interests  and  enact  the  legislation  which  those  interests  ask  and 
defeat  the  legislation  which  those  interests  oppose.  This  is  why 
the  candidacy  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  State  Senator 
from  Essex  County  was  of  grave  concern  to  the  machine  and  its 
financial  overlords.  This  is  why  the  candidate  for  that  nomina- 
tion encountered  such  relentless  opposition  and  was  forced  to 
devote  months  of  his  personal  time  and  expend  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  dollars  and  needed  the  untiring  aid  of  hundreds 
of  devoted  helpers.  This  is  w^hy  his  campaign  for  the  nomina- 
tion to  a  $500  a  year  office — ^a  seat  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature 

of  one  of  the  forty-five  states — ^was  a  matter  of 

WhyEisex  grave  national  concern.     It  was  a  fight  to  over- 

Cotmty  Conteit  of  throw  the  legal  monopoly  possessed  by  political 

a  on      mpo      organizations   of  deciding   who   shall   and   who 
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shall  not  fill  elective  office,— a  monopoly  claimed  and  often  exer- 
cised before  it  was  established  by  law  and  now  under  our  pri- 
mary and  election  laws  become  an  established  legal  monopoly, 
inevitably  delivering  the  powers  of  the  government  into  the  sel- 
fish control  of  mercenary  private  interests. 


The  Fight  for 

Kominatiaii, 


I  have  suggested  some  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  by 
any  aspirant  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  Senator  from 
Essex  County  who  was  not  in  the  favor  of  the  Essex  machine. 
I  shall  now  endeavor  to  show  how  not  only  in 
spite  of  the  machine  but  against  its  ceaseless  and 
relentless  opposition  the  nomination  was  won 
and  in  such  a  fashion  and  by  such  methods  that  the  sinister  finan- 
cial backers  of  the  machine  could  find  no  useful  opportunity  for 
expending  the  huge  corruption  fund  Uiey  kept  subject  to  its  draft. 
A  committee  of  the  National  Municipal  League  after  investi- 
gating the  nominating  methods  to  elective  office  in  many  of  our 
states  recommended  among  other  things,  the  following: 


Prior  to  registration  day,  let  every  candidate  for  nomination 
to  an  office  be  announced  as  such  candidate  together  with  a 
statement  of  a  platform  of  political  principles  appropriate  to  the 
office  and  which  he  pledges  himself  to  apply  in  the  conduct  of  the 
office  if  elected,  each  distinct  set  of  principles  being  denoted  by 
a  short  title  or  phrase ;  let  the  names  of  all  candidates  for  the 
nomination  be  printed  upon  an  official  nominating  ballot  by  the 
state;  upon  a  registration  day  and  immediately  after  registering 
let  the  registration  officer  deliver  this  ballot  to  the  voter;  let  the 
voter  mark  secretly  upon  it  as  to  each  office  his  preference  among 
all  the  candidates  for  nomination  to  it  and  deposit  the  ballot  in 
the  ballot  box  under  exactly  the  same  circumstances  as  at  the 
general  election ;  let  the  ballots  be  canvassed  and  the  result  an- 
nounced as  at  the  general  election.* 

•  This  assumes  that  there  are  already  upon  the  statute  book : — 
A  personal  registration  taV  requiring  u|>on  one  of  certain  appointed 
days  the  personal  registration  of  an  elector  to  entitle  him  to  vote  at  a  gen- 
eral election; 

A  ballot  law  requiring  the  usie  at  decdons  of  an  official  ballot,  provided 
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The  candidate  for  the  Republican  nomination  for  Senator  from 

Essex  had  probably  never  heard  of  tliis  committee  or  of  its 
recommendations  and  the  primary  law  and  official  primary  ballot 
were  in  marked  contrast  to  the  simple  straightforward  law  and 
ballot  recommended  by  the  National  Municipal  League  Commit- 
tee and  New  Jersey  falls  far  short  of  providing  an  adequate  sys- 
tem of  personal  registration.  Perhaps  for  these  very  reasons  his 
demonstration  of  the  soundness  and  effectiveness  of  the  central 
features  of  the  committee's  recommendations  is  all  the  more  con- 
vincing. Given  a  registration  day  and  an  official  primary  ballot, 
said  the  committee,  let  the  aspirant  for  the  nomination  to  an 
elective  ^public  office  be  announced  as  such  candidate  together 
with  has  declaration  of  the  policy  he  considers  appropriate  to 
the  office  and  which  he  will  endeavor  to  carry  out,  if  subse- 
quently elected  to  the  office ;  let  him  denote  his  policy  by  a  short 
descriptive  phrase  and  then  let  the  state  print  his  name  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  upon  the  official  ballot  together  with 
this  short  phrase  so  that  every  voter  may  know  for  what  prin- 
ciples  he  stands.  And,  said  the  committee,  let  any  other  aspirant 
for  nomination  to  the  same  office  who  declares  the  same  policy 
have  his  name  printed  with  the  same  descriptive  phrase,  so  that 
among  competitors  professing  the  same  political  principles  the 
one  having  the  greatest  popular  support  may  win  the  nomin- 
ation as  the  representative  of  those  principles. 

Under  the  New  Jersey  conditions  which  have  already  been  de- 
scribed the  man  who  would  be  a  successful  candidate  for  the 
position  of  senator  from  Essex  must  first  secure  the  Re- 
publican nomination,  for  the  county  is  strongly  Republican. 
Further,  the  law  required  that  the  county  convention  which 
by   a    majority   vote    selected    the    Republican    nominee    rrmst 


at  public  expense,  rteltvered  to  the  elector  within  the  poUing-pUce  by 
pubh'c  officials,  and  preserving  the  absolute  secrecy  of  the  elector's  vote; 

An  election  law  insuring  the  prompt  imd  honest  canvass  of  the  ballots 
cast,  and  the  prompt  and  honest  proclamation  of  the  result  of  the  canvass, 
by  public  officials ;  and 

Thnt  there  are  already  duly  proYided  by  law  regis iration  officers*  iJoU 
clerks,  ballot  clerks,  and  inspectors  of  election,  or  similar  election  officers^ 
to  perform  the  duties  iht-lr  several  titles  imply. 
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consist  of  four  hundred  and  seventy -nine  deleg'ates,  every 
one  a  RepublJcan,  who  had  been  elected  at  Repubhcan  pri- 
maries in  which  only  Republicans  could  take  part.  And 
tlie  law  carefully  defined  a  Republican  to  be  a  man  who 
would  swear  that  he  had  voted  for  the  majority  of  all  Re- 
publican candidates  at  the  last  preceding  election  and  would  do 
the  same  at  the  approaching  election.  In  short  the  contest  for 
the  nomination  was  necessarily  a  contest  within  the  Republican 
organization.  And  T  have  already  podnted  out  that  the  managers 
and  financial  backers  of  the  organization  were  absolutely  hostile 
to  the  candidate  of  whom  I  am  speaking.  How  w^as  it  possible 
for  him  to  be  otherwise  than  beaten  from  the  start? 

There  was  just  one  clause  in  the  law  that  gave  him  his  chance. 
This  perniitted  to  be  printed  upon  the  official 
ludepeiident  primary  ballot  opposite  the  name  of  a  candidate 
p,  for  the  position  of  delegate  the  name  of  the  man 

he  would  support  for  senator  in  the  convention 
and  if  there  were  several  delegates  who  would  support  the  same 
man  the  law  provided  that  their  names  might  be  printed  in  a 
group  with  his  name  opposite  the  group. 

This  candidate  publicly  announced  the  platform  of  principles 
upon  which  he  would  seek  th^  nomination,  selected  principles 
pectiliarly  appropriate  to  the  office  of  senator,  pledged  himself  to 
labor  for  their  enactment  by  the  legislature,  and  determined  to 
make  his  oum  name  the  short  phrase  denoting  the  platform  upon 
which  he  stood.  Then  he  began  a  tireless  campaign  throughout 
the  county  proclaiming  his  platform  to  the  voters  at  countless 
meetings  large  and  small,  stirring  up  discussions  in  the  press 
and  in  conversations  till  there  was  not  a  voter 
Av^ed  01  *"   Essex   County  that  did  not  know  that  this 

candidates  name  stood  for  four  definite  articles 
of  political  faith  and  that  if  the  Republican  voters  in  their  pri- 
mary would  elect  delegates  labelled  "  Everett  Colby  '*  the  people 
on  election  day  would  choose  a  state  senator  that  would  labor  to 
have  them  enacted  into  law, 

These  four  principles  were: 

I.  Limited  Franchises  (i,  c,  all  franchises  to  be  for  a  limited 
temi)  ; 
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2.  Taxation  of  Franchises  (i.  e.  taxation  of  the  privilege  of 

using  the  franchises)  * 

3-  Equal  Taxation  (e,  g.  tax  the  road  bed  of  a  railway  cor- 
poration and  all  its  tangible  property  on  the  same  basis  as  the 
property  of  any  citizen  is  taxed)  : 

4.  Popular  selection  of  United  States  Senators  (i.  e.  provision 
on  election  day  for  an  expression  of  the  popular  choice  for  sena- 
tors with  the  object  of  making  the  members  of  the  legislature 
senatorial  electors  as  regardful  of  the  popular  will  in  the 
choice  of  senator  as  are  presidential  electors  in  the  choice  of 
President. 

Note  in  the  first  place  that  the  adoption  and  promulgation  of 
these  principles  as  his  personal  platform  in  advance  of  any  action 
by  a  recognized  political  organization  and  without  waiting  for  its 
suggestion  or  approval  were  a  complete  reversal  of  the  time-hon- 
ored and  traditional  methods  which  required  that  the  organization 
should  announce  the  platform  and  Uien  select  tlie  candidate.  Note, 
in  the  second  place,  that  Mr.  Colby *s  course  in  coming  forward  as 
a  candidate  for  the  nomination  to  one  particular  office  without 
any  bargain  or  trade  with  candidates  for  the  nominations  to  other 
offices,  with  no  arrangement  whatever  between  his  supporters 
and  the  supporters  of  the  candidates  for  sheriff,  school  com- 
missioner, Justices  of  the  Peace,  water  comniissioners,  constable 
and  so  on,  was  a  direct  repudiation  of  the  '*  slate  "  or  **  com- 
bination "  plan  hallowed  by  organization  traditions  and  cherished 
by  practical  politicians.  Note,  in  the  third  place,  that  not  ont  of 
these  principles  was  a  **  Republican  "  principle,  that  not  one  of 
them  had  been  in  the  Republican  platform  of  any  previous  year, 
that  belief  in  them  was  no  test  of  Republicanism  and  that  the 
Essex  County  Republican  organization  and  its  financial  backers 
were  openly  hostile  to  them. 

Could  there  be  a  more  complete  tfisregard  and  defiance  of  the 
Organization?  If  this  startling  innovator  should  succeed  it  would 
not  only  shock  the  faith  of  the  voters  in  its  invincibility,  but  it 
would  arouse  most  disturbing  doubts  as  to  the  necessity  for  such 
an  elaborate  and  costly  institution  and  suggest  the  wisdom  of  sub- 
stituting simpler  and  more  straightforward  methods.  No  won- 
der the  machine  and  its  financial  backers  fought  him.     He  was 
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attacking  the  very  center  of  their  power,  which  may  he  tersely 
stated  as  their  monopoly  control  of  successful  candidacy  for 
public  office,  a  control  from  which  machines  and  their  financial 
backers  can  never  be  divested  so  long  as  either  law  or  custom 
preserves  nominating  methods  that  grant  to  a  political  organiza- 
tion exclusive  title  to  the  political  principles  it  avows  and  permits 
no  i)erson  to  be  a  candidate  for  public  office  as  the  representative 
of  these  principles  unless  he  is  nominated  by  the  organization 
avowing  them. 

To  break  this  monopoly-clutch  of  the  organization  Mr*  Colby 

1.  Announced  a  platform  of  political  principles  appropriate  to 
the  office  of  senator,  for  the  legislature  could 
enact  these  principles  into  law ; 

2.  Soiight  support  from  the  electorate  on  his 
pledge   tliat,    if   elected    to   the   legislature,    he 
would  labor  to  get  them  enacted  into  law; 

3.  Told  the  voters  tliat  at  the  primary  on  registration  day  they 
would  find  his  name  on  the  ballot  opposite  the  names  of  the 
candidates  for  the  coimty  convention  who  were  pledged  to  his 
platform  and  would  vote  for  him  in  the  convention. 

This  %ms  pursuing  the  exact  method  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  National  Municipal  League, 

Reverting  now  for  a  moment  to  the  cumbrous  and  con- 
fusing primary  ballot  I  have  already  described,  you  will 
observe  that  this  platform  of  principles  was  not  appropriate  to 
the  duties  of  any  of  the  other  offices,  whose  titles  appear  upon  \U 
— sheriff,  delegate  to  city  convention,  county  committeeman,  etc. 
No  common  political  appellation  could  be  devised  appropriate 
to  the  duties  of  these  offices.  The  only  common  political  kin- 
ship of  the  candidates  for  them  was  their  organization  origin. 
Each  could  be  labelled  ''  Republican  "  as  an  item  on  the  organi- 
zation slate.  The  name  **  Colby/*  however,  opposite  the  name  of 
a  candidate  or  group  of  candidates  for  election  to  a  county  con- 
vention denoted  a  distinct  political  policy  and  whether  the  elec- 
tor knew  the  candidate  or  not  he  could  vote  for  him  sure  that 
he  was  casting  a  vote  for  the  principles  Colby  represented  and 
was  instructing  the  delegates  to  vote  for  Colby  in  the  convention 
as  the  elector's  choice  for  senator.    This  wonderfully  simplified 
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the  ballot  and  by  unremitting  eflforts  enough  Colby  rnen  willing 
to  become  candidates  for  the  county  convention  were  secured  by 
primary  day  in  each  ward  and  town  to  constittite  its  full  quota 
of  delegates. 

The  application  of  the  methods  I  have  described  showed  the 
essential  weakness  of  the  machine  in  the  presence  of  live  poli- 
tical   issues   and  of   a   virile   representative  of 
The  Effect  sound  political  principles  of  present  importance. 

At  the  outset  the  machine  had  good  reasons  to 
think  itself  invincible.  The  perfection  of  its  or- 
ganization whose  ramifications  extended  into  everj^  election  dis- 
trict, the  discipline  and  experience  and  skill  of  its  numerous  corps 
of  trained  workers  and  its  huge  letter  of  credit  upon  its  financial 
backers  seemed  certain  to  add  another  victory  to  the  many  it  had 
already  won.  It  was  animated  too  by  a  spirit  of  grim  determin- 
ation, for  the  defeat  of  this  daring  intruder  w*ould  put  a  quietus 
for  years  upon  any  attempt  to  rebel  against  the  established  poli- 
tical order.  As  the  contest  grew  more  and  more  fierce,  the  ma- 
chine found  itself  in  a  woeful  predicament.  Vigor  and  vigilance 
it  couM  meet  and  overcome  with  its  own  vigor  and  vigilance* 
Intrigue  it  could  match  with  intrigue,  money  it  could  over-match 
with  more  money,  but  Colby  represented  ideas,  living  political 
present-day  issues  in  which  the  voters  were  deeply  interested 
and  he  was  showing  them  how  they  could  make  their  views  ef- 
fective by  voting  at  the  primary  for  delegates  wearing  the 
Colby  label.  The  voters  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
made  this  part  of  the  cumbroue  and  puzzling  ballot  simple  and 
easily  intelligible,  and  that  no  expert  guidance  was  needed  in  or- 
der to  use  it,  that  through  his  eflforts  the  primary  could  be  made 
a  direct  primary  so  far  as  the  Colby  nomination  was  concerned. 
What  was  the  machine  to  do?  It  could  fight  and  fight  success- 
fully men  and  methods,  but  it  was  not  equipped  to  combat  ideas 
or  to  support  strong  independent  thinking  men.  If  to  defeat 
Colby  it  put  up  a  strong  man  and  named  delegates  pledged  to 
support  him  in  the  convention,  the  strong  man  might  not  prove 
sufficiently  subservient.  If  the  machine  put  up  a  weak  and  sub- 
servient man  how  could  be  maintain  himself  against  such  a  cam- 
paign as  Colby  was  waging?     Besides,  if  the  machine  adopted 
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and  sincerely  supported  the  same  principles  that  Colby  had 
adopted  and  proclaimed,  it  would  lost  its  financial  backing  and 
if  it  should  adopt  the  Colby  platform^  what  explanation  could 
it  give  if  it  did  not  also  support  Colby? 

Truly  the  machine  was  in  a  dilemma.  It 
could  not  even  use  its  letter  of  credit,  for  the 
opinion  of  the  electorate  was  so  generally  in 
favor  of  the  Colby  platform  that  it  was  futile  to  attempt  to  de- 
feat him  by  vote  buying. 

At  the  close  of  the  polls  on  primary-day  three-fourths  of  the 
delegates  to  the  county  convention  were  found  to  be  Colby  men 
and  his  subsequent  nomination  by  the  convention  was  a  purely 
formal  matter. 


But  the  machine  was  not  yet  at  the  end  of  its  resources.  At 
least  three-fourths  of  the  Republicans  who  attended  the  primary 
had  supported  Colby  delegates  for  the  county  convention,  but 
_      _.  ^  one  familiar  with  the  mischievous  effects  of  our 

thft  Pr^arv  confused  and  complex  electoral  methods  is  not 
at  all  surprised  that  a  majority  of  the  county 
committee  elected  at  the  same  time  were  men  subservient  to  the 
**  machine."  There  are  two  hundred  and  fourteen  election  dis- 
tricts in  the  county  and  one  resident  of  each  district  is  elected 
to  the  county  committee  in  which  is  centered  the  control  and  man- 
agement of  all  organization  matters.  Yon  will  recall  that  among 
the  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  names  on  the  primary  ballot  I 
Imve  described  were  those  of  twenty-four  candidates  for  the 
county  committee^  two  from  each  of  the  twelve  election  districts 
of  the  ward.  In  this  ward,  therefore,  as  in  every  ward  and 
town  in  that  county,  among  other  matters  needing  attention  be- 
fore the  primary  was  the  selection  of  candidates  for  nomination 
to  the  organization  office  of  county  committeeman;  and  among 
the  numerous  offices,  political  and  non-political,  public  and  pri- 
vate, whose  duties  and  among  the  scores  of  competing  aspirants 
whose  claims  the  voter  was  called  upon  to  consider  at  the  pri- 
mary, he  was  asked  to  make  a  discriminating  choice  between  the 
qualifications  for  county  committeeman  of  various  men  in  each 
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election  district  of  his  ward.  It  was  to  be  expected,  therefore* 
that  the  county  committee  would,  in  the  main,  be  made  up  of 
men  subservient  to  tlie  machine  and  tliat  when  Mr.  Colby  had 
won  the  Republican  nomination  for  senator  he  would  find,  in  itie 
campaign  for  election  to  the  office,  all  the  machinery  and  equip- 
ment of  the  Republican  orgfaiiization  in  hostile  hands. 

The  same  forces  confronted  each  other  in  the  campaign  for  dec- 
tion  as  in  the  prior  campaign  for  the  nomination, 
w    ,  *|    ^  — the  typical  political  machine  and  the  virile  rep- 

resentative of  living  present-day  political  issues. 
And  Mr,  Colby  demonstrated  a  second  time  the  inefficiency  and 
the  necdlessness  of  an  elalx>rate  permanent  organization  for  tlic 
conduct  of  a  campaign  of  ideas.  Again,  also,  he  saved  to  the 
machine's  financial  backers  any  political  investment  of  their 
funds,  In  the  campaign  for  the  nomination  when  Mr.  Colby 
could  appeal  only  to  confirmed  Republican  partisans^  the  political 
financier  found  he  had  no  remunerative  outlet  for  his  special 
talents;  in  Mr,  Colby's  campaign  for  election 
A  ■  ^  f^\  H  ^^^^  ^^  ^'^^  appealing  to  the  entire  electorate 
of  the  county,  the  machine's  letter  of  unlimited 
credit  was  still  more  futile.  Mr,  Colby's  majority  at  the  polls 
upon  Election  Day  was  overwhelming. 


Ttie  left&ona  of 
the  Colby 
Campaign. 


For  those  who  would  improve  our  electoral  methods,  Mr. 
Colby's  campaign  for  nomination  and  election 
as  senator  from  Essex  County  is  full  of  signi- 
ficance and  fruitful  of  suggestions. 

The  Colby  campaign  demonstrated  that  an 
elaborate  and  costly  scheme  of  permanent  political  organization  is 
needless  if  the  purpose  be  to  secure  the  nomination  and  election 
to  public  office  of  representatives  of  the  opinions  of  the  elec- 
torate on  living  political  issues;  that  complicated  and  cum- 
brous electoral  methods  hinder  the  nomination  and  election  of 
such  representatives  and  are  at  once  the  main  reason  for  the 
power  of  the  "  machine  "  and  the  excuse  for  its  existence. 

The  Colby  campaign  made  it  extremely  clear  that  corrupt 
practices  are  directly  encouraged  by  our  electoral  methods. 
Consider  how  large  must  be  the  expenditure  of  money  to  meet 
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the  requirements  of  the  Essex  County  plan  of  nominating  and 
llie  still  greater  expense  involved  in  maintaining  the  Essex 
County  Republican  organization.  The  combined  salaries  of 
every  elected  public  oflScer  in  and  from  the  county  would  scarcely 
equal  an  insignificant  fraction  of  this  cost,  and  yet  the  huge  out- 
lay goes  on  year  after  year.  Not  the  least  valuable  lesson  of 
the  Colby  campaign  was  in  showing  how  this  sinister  condition 
could  be  remedied. 

Mixed,  confusing,  complicated  and  difficult  as  were  the  es- 
tablished nominating  methods  in  Essex  County,  the  primary  was 
held  on  a  registration  day  and  each  voter  immediately  after  re- 
gistering could  vote  an  official  primary  ballot  furnished  by  the 
state  and  this  ballot  was  cast  and  counted  precisely  as  at  the 
general  election ;  further,  Colby  was  enabled  by  extraordinary 
eflort  to  have  his  name  printed  upon  the  ballot  as  the  representa- 
tive of  a  definite  platform  of  principles  appropiiate  to  the  office 
of  senator.  Once  this  was  accomplished,  a  hitherto  invincible 
machine  con  Id  not  defeat  him.  On  the  contrary,  without  any 
elaborate  organization  to  support  him,  he  defeated  the  machine. 
He  not  only  defeated  the  machine,  but  he  made  any  corrupt  use 
of  money  to  purchase  the  machine's  nomination  for  senator  so 
evidently  futile  that  there  was  no  corruption  fund. 

He  demonstrated  that  one  simple  amendment  to  the  New 
Jerse)^  primary  law  would  go  far  not  only  to  overthrow  machine 
domination,  but  to  prevent  the  corrupt  use  of  money  at  primaries 
and  elections.  The  most  expensive  and  difficult  parts  of  the 
Colby  campaign  were  in  securing  men  to  run  for  nomination 
as  delegates  to  the  county  convention  and  in  explaining  and  over- 
coming the  technicalities  of  the  complex  and  confusing  primary 
ballot.  All  of  this  difficulty  and  expense  would  have  been  ob- 
viated had  the  primary  law  provided  that  any  qualified  voter 
might  file  in  a  designated  public  office  a  reasonable  time  before 
the  primary,  a  document  announcing  over  his  signature  the  plat- 
form of  principles  which  he  pledged  himself  to  apply  in  the 
conduct  of  the  office  for  which  he  sought  the  nomination  to- 
gether with  the  signatures  of  a  small  number  of  qualified  voters 
to  a  request  that  he  become  a  candidate  upon  that  platfonn ;  and 
that  the  state  would  then  print  upon  the  primary  ballot  his  name 
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as  such  candidate  witJi  a  short  descriptive  title  or  phrase  to  des- 
ignate his  platfonn. 

The  primary  ballot,  even  after  this  amendment,  would  be  tin- 
necessarily  cumbrous  and  confusing.  It  would  sUlI  contain  the 
titles  of  many  non -political  public  offices  and  the  names  of 
aspirants  for  nomination  to  theni ;  but  the  requirement  that  every 
competitor  for  a  nomination  must  announce  in  advance  the  plat- 
form of  principles  he  would  apply  to  its  conduct,  if  elected,  would 
bring  into  clear  view  the  absurdity  and  incongruity  of  keeping 
an  office  elective  which  is  purely  ministerial  and  administrative 
and  would  hasten  the  day  when  all  offices  will  be  made  appointive 
as  to  whose  proper  conduct  there  is  no  division  of  political 
opinion. 

Such  an  amendment  would  also  bring  home  to  every  voter  the 
wrong  and  injustice  of  continuing  a  system  which  permits  at 
a  primary  held  to  select  candidates  for  public  office  the  choice  of 
a  hostile  committee  to  manage  the  cam-paigii  for  their  election. 
The  filling  of  the  purely  private  organization  office  of  committee- 
man would  be  provided  for  at  some  other  time  and  in  some 
other  way;  and  his  functions  would  not  be  permitted  to  include 
opposition  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  voters  to  whom  he  owed 
his  election. 

The  experience  of  ilr,  Colby  clearly  indicates  that  the  simpli- 
fication of  our  electoral  methods  should  proceed  along  these 
lines,  that  the  difficulties  he  had  to  meet  and  the  expense  he  had 
to  incur  were  due  to  the  complexities  and  confusion  that  this 
simplification  would  remove,  that  the  complexities  of  the  present 
system  serve  only  sinister  purposes,  and  that  without  the  provis- 
ion in  the  New  Jersey  Primary  Law  which  enabled  him  to  use  his 
name  as  a  symbol  for  definite  political  principles  appropriate  to 
the  office  he  sought  and  thus  loosened  the  monopoly  clutch  of  the 
machine  on  nominations  to  public  office,  the  electorate  would 
have  b^n»  as  usual,  the  helpless  victims  of  the  involved  and  cum- 
brous system  which  kept  them  in  political  slavery. 

To  the  members  of  the  National  Municipal 
The  Mimicipal  League  the  most  impressive  and  instructive  Ics- 
P^oroi  Soimd  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Colby  campaign  is  its  demonstration 
aad  Effective.  ^^  ^^^^  essential  soundness  and  practicability  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  League's  Committee  on 
Notni nation  Reform. 


4 


Primary   Legislation   and   Party 

■    L  Historical. 

K  The  caucus  acts. 

A  Convention  of  1896, 

^^^        Progress  of  the  movement. 

^^F        Law  of  1903, 

Analysis  of  the  law  of  1903, 
|L  Offices  included, 

^^^        Nomination  papers. 
^^H       Ballots  and  election. 
^^^        Canvass- 
P  Party  committees. 

III.  Estimate  of  organization  under  this  law. 

IPre-primary  caucuses. 
Recognition  of  party  lines. 
Expense, 
The  non-partisan  ticket. 
The  secret  ballot. 
Independent  nominating. 
Conclusion. 

What  is  perhaps  the  most  comprehensive  and  inclusive  law 
ir  direct  popular  nominations  now  in  force  in  the  United  States 
as  had  its  first  real  test  in  the  municipal  elections  of  Wisconsin 
lis  spring,  and  it  is  now  time  to  review  the  results  to  discover 
herein  It  has  worked  well  and  how  it  may  be  strengthened. 

(339) 
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Ten  YeaTB' 
Struggle, 


Much  that  was  claimed  for  it  before  the  primaries  has  been  fully 
borne  out  in  the  actual  trials  in  March,  and  some  points  of  weak- 
ness have  been  made  evident  It  will  be  the  purpose  of  this 
paper  to  present  the  facts  upon  both  sides  as  fully  and  impartially 
as  possible,  that  the  experience  of  Wisconsin  may  be  of  real 
help  to  other  states. 

Before  undertaking  the  consideration  of  the  law  itself,  it  seems 
best  to  give  some  brief  historj^  of  the  bitter  ten  years'  struggle 
for  the  direct  primary  in  this  state.  It  is  but  one 
phase  of  the  fight  %vhich  has  been  waged  during 
that  time,  under  the  leadership  of  Governor 
(now  Senator)  Robert  M.  La  Follette,  for  the  control  of  the 
government  of  the  state  by  the  people  of  the  state.  Probably 
this  story  is  too  well  known  to  all  wlio  keep  in  touch  with  public 
affairs  to  need  more  than  the  briefest  outline  here,  but  its  im- 
portance for  us  lies  in  the  fact  that  any  proper  understatiding 
of  the  law  itself  and  any  useful  interpretation  of  the  local  com- 
ment  upon  its  working,  necessitate  a  constant  recognition  of  this 
background  of  heated  party  strife.  In  the  struggle  of  Half-breed 
against  Stalwart  other  party  lines  have  been  wiped  out  in  state 
affairs,  and  the  real  point  at  issue  has  been  too  often  obscured  or 
entirely  forgotten.  The  fact  that  one  party  supported  this  law 
was  in  itself  sufficient  to  condemn  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  other, 
and  the  newspaper  comment  particularly  must  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  knowledge  of  the  paper's  political  leanings. 

Every  legislative  session  during  the  decade  following  1B90 
witnessed  the  passage  of  caucus  acts,  but  the  earlier  laws  were 
made  to  apply  only  to  the  city  of  Milwaukee,  and  all  were  based 
upon  attempts  to  regulate  the  party  caucuses  and  conventions, 
leaving  their  control  still  in  the  hands  of  the  parties.  The  real 
movement  for  direct  nominations  may  be  said  to  have  taken  its 
rise  in  1896.  The  Republican  state  convention  met  that  year 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  delegates  pledged  from  their  cau- 
cuses, it  is  said,  to  have  given  Mr.  La  Follette  the  nomination 
for  governor.  But  strong  influences  were  at  work,  and  when 
the  decisive  vote  was  taken  it  was  found  that  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  delegates  had  swung  over  to  carry  the  nomination  to  his 
rival.     The  trouble  was  not  in  the  preliminary  caucuses  which 


had  selected  the  delegates,  but  in  the  convention  itself  which  had 
failed  to  register  the  choice  of  the  caucus  voters.  The  recogni- 
tion of  this  bar  to  certain  popular  control  because  of  the  un- 
reliability of  delegates  was  the  beginning  of 
LaFoIletteB  ^  concerted  movement  for  direct  nominations. 
^^^^*^  To  quote  Mr  La  FoUette's  own  words:  "The 

light  is  on.  It  will  continue  to  victory.  There 
will  be  no  halt  and  no  compromise." 

When  the  session  of  1897  opened  the  Lewis  bill  was  intro- 
duced providing  for  direct  nominations  at  one  primary  at  the 
same  time  and  place  for  all  parties  in  each  district.  Candidates 
were  to  get  their  names  upon  the  primary  ballots  by  nomination 
papers.  A  peculiar  feature  of  this  bill — and  undoubtedly  a 
weak  one.  though  having  some  support  in  political  necessIty^ — 
was  the  provision  requiring  all  nominations  for  the  year,  for  the 
local  spring  as  well  as  for  the  general  fall  elections,  to  be  tnade 
at  the  one  primary  in  September.  This  bill  was  defeated,  but 
another  caucus  act,  the  Mills  law,  went  upon  the  statute  books, 
somewhat  extending  the  previous  regulation  of  the  party  caucus. 

In  a  speech  at  the  University  of  Chicago  on  Washington's 
Birthday  Mr.  La  Follette  outlined  a  most  **  comprehensive  pro- 
gram "  for  primary  reform.  The  principle  was  making  head- 
way, but  it  was  no  mushroom  growth;  it  was  slow  but  strong. 
When  the  1898  convention  met  Mr.  La  Follette  was  again  before 
it  as  a  candidate  for  governor  with  a  platform  plank  demanding 
primary  reform.  Again  the  machine  was  too  strong,  and  the 
only  tangible  progress  seemed  to  consist  in  a  beautifully  vague 
ptank  in  the  platform,  though  the  Democratic  platform  of  that 
year  came  out  very  definitely  for  the  principle  of  direct  nomin- 
ations. 

With  the  session  of  1899  came  the  Br)'ant  bill  which  remedied 
many  of  the  defects  in  the  Lewis  bill  but  did  not  yet  provide  for 
a  secret  ballot.  Once  more  the  effort  at  legislative  action  met 
defeat,  and  once  more  can>e  the  inevitable  caucus  act.  It  should 
be  noted  however  that  this  act  recognized  the  principle  of  direct 
vote  for  aldermen,  supervisors,  and  justices  of  the  peace  in 
cities  (that  is,  for  ward  officers),  as  well  as  in  nominations  for 
town,  village,  and  school  district  officers.    The  system,  though 
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left  under  the  control  of  the  parties,  was  yet  closely  regulated  by 
law,  and  still  applies  to  all  such  officers  as  are  excepted  from  the 
new  law.  Thus  there  was  ready  a  ibroad  foundation  of  direct 
nomination  principles  for  the  later  primary  law  to  act  upon,  and 
the  latter,  from  the  view-point  of  mmiicipal  affairs,  may  well  be 
considered  as  an  evolution  rather  than  an  innovation.  It  adds 
to  the  list  of  ward  officers  already  nominated  by  direct  vote,  all 
such  genera!  city  officers  as  are  chosen  by  direct  election  of  the 
people.  As  nearly  two- thirds  of  the  cities  of  the  state  are  still 
operating  under  special  charters,  the  lists  of  elective  officers  vary 
in  different  localities,  some  who  are  elected  in  one  city  being 
chosen  by  the  council  in  another  and  perhaps  appointed  by  the 
mayor  in  yet  a  third.  But  this  caucus  act,  while  it  carried  regu- 
lation still  farther  than  before,  yet  provided  only  for  separate 
party  caucuses  conducted  and  controlled  by  the  parties,  and  thus 
left  untouched  the  core  of  the  whole  matter. 

Meanwhile,  however,  the  practical  politician  in  the  reformer 
had  not  been  idle,  and  the  convention  of  1900  saw  the  triumphant 
nomination  of  Mr.  La  Follette  for  governor 
upon  a  platform  containing  a  plant  demanding 
definite  reforms  in  the  nominating  system.  In 
the  fall  came  a  still  more  triumphant  election  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing vote,  and  the  new  governor  went  into  office  with  the  support 
of  a  Republican  legislature.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
not  all  Wisconsin  Republicans  were  supporters  of  Governor 
La  Follette  and  that  those  who  were  not  with  him  were  against 
him.  Then  the  legislative  action  of  the  190 1  session  may  be 
partly  understood.  In  answer  to  the  party  pledge  in  the  plat- 
form the  Stevens  bill  was  introduced,  the  main  features  of  which 
as  it  came  from  committee  w^ere  practically  those  of  the  present 
law.  The  struggle  which  followed  was  most  bitter  and  brought 
out  clearly  the  real  party  lines.  But  the  machine  had  not  yet 
forgotten  how  to  work,  and  the  Senate  finally  killed  the  bill  after 
every  effort  at  compromise  had  been  exhausted.  In  its  place 
was  passed  a  flimsy  substitute,  applying  only  to  counties  and  re- 
quiring a  declaration  of  party  affiliation  and  the  payment  of  a  fee 
by  candidates.  In  a  ''  ringing  message  "  the  governor  vetoed 
this  bill  as  worse  than  useless,  a  waste  of  money,  and  a  base 
fraud  upon  the  party's  pledge. 


la  Follette'* 

EJectioii, 
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And  so  the  fight  must  still  go  on,  but  there  was  "  no  halt/'  In 
1902  the  people  unmistakably  declared  in  favor  of  principle  and 
against  the  machine.  Governor  La  FoUette  was  sent  back  to 
the  capitoi  with  a  legislature  to  support  him^  and  the  session  of 
1903  at  last  saw  victory  in  the  passage  of  the 
present  law.  The  opposition  was  still  strong 
enough,  however,  to  force  the  inclusion  of  a  re- 
ferendum clause  submitting  the  law  to  the  people,  but  the  vote 
upon  it  in  1904  left  no  doubt  of  their  approval.  A  number  of 
minor  amendments  were  adopted  in  the  regular  and  special  ses- 
sions of  1905  but  none  to  cause  any  radical  change.  The  special 
session  did  bring  forward  an  attempt  to  include  a  provision  for 
majority  nominations  through  the  Australian  system  of  counting 
both  first  and  second  choices  marked  upon  the  ballot,  but  this  was 
defeated  after  a  hard  fight.  This  had  been  directed  to  remedy 
the  dangers  felt  to  exist  in  a  choice  by  plurality,  but  the  actual 
test  this  spring  has  not  made  those  dangers  at  all  prominent  in 
practice. 

Thus  the  law  which  we  are  considering  is  the  culmination  of  a 
decade  of  struggle,  one  phase  in  a  series  of  legislative  reforms 
such  as  no  other  state  has  witnessed-  Against  the  determined 
opposition  of  a  welt-organized  machine,  it  has  been  carried  upon 
the  statute  books  through  the  efforts  of  a  reform  party  Just  as 
well  organized,  in  response  to  an  ever-increasing  popular  demand. 
And  it  must  be  considered,  in  its  provisions  and  in  its  criticism, 
in  its  place  among  the  majority  acts  which  have  followed  the 
development  of  a  new  and  sharply-defined  line  of  cleavage  be- 
tween the  Wisconsin  parties  on  state  questions. 

TL 

As  has  been  already  brought  out,  this  law  had  its  inception  in 
state  rather  than  municipal  needs.  Many  of  its  provisions  are 
worded  as  from  the  view-point  of  the  September  primaries  for 
the  general  election  and  arc  then  made  applicable  to  loca!  pri- 
maries by  supplementary  provisions.  The 
Syiopaisof  synopsis  of  the  law  which  I  shall  give  will  be 

the  Law.  ^j.Qj^  ^^^  view-point  of  the  municipal  primaries. 
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however,  it  being  remembered  that  some  provisions  relating  to 
the  general  elections  may  be  omitted. 

This  taw  is  made  to  apply  to  all  candidates  for  elective  offices, 
except  in  the  case  of  special  elections  to  fill  vacancies  and  in 
nominations  to  the  office  of  state  superintendent,  county  and  dis- 
trict siipennteiident  of  schools,  town,  village,  and  school  district 
officers,  and  all  judicial  officers,  excepting  police  justices  and 
justice  of  the  peace  in  cities.  These  exceptions,  which  are  in- 
tended to  include  those  offices  which  should  be  essntially  non- 
partisan, leave  the  nominations  for  such  offices  to  be  made  either 
by  nomination  papers  or  under  the  former  laws  through  a  caucus 
and  convention  system.  All  other  candidates  for  elective  offices 
must  be  nominated  in  one  of  two  waySj  either  by  a  primar}''  held 
in  accordance  with  the  act,  or  by  noniination  papers  signed  and 
filed  in  accordance  with  existing  statutes.  The  latter  method 
was  used  this  spring  in  a  number  of  cities  where  party  lines  are 
not  drawn  in  municipal  afifairs  and  is  of  importance  in  connec- 
tion with  our  later  consideration  of  non-partisan  nominations. 
Such  papers  must  be  signed,  "if  for  an  officer  to  be  elected  by 
3.  county,  district,  or  other  division  less  than  the  state  [thus  in- 
eluding  general  city  officers],  by  a  number  of  voters  thereof  not 
less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  therein  at  the  last  general  election  preceding  such 
nomination  and  at  least  fifteen  voters;  if  for  a  ward  oflfice  in  a 
ward  polling  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  votes,  by  at  least 
ten  electors  of  such  ward ;  and  if  for  a  ward  office  in  a  ward  poll- 
ing more  than  that  number  of  votes  by  at  least  twenty  electors 
thereof*  There  are  added  the  usual  provisions  as  to  the  form 
of  nomination  papers,  the  affidavit  of  a  sponsor  for  the  signers 
(a  provision,  by  the  %vay,  which  New  York  has  lately  shown  may 
be  grossly  neglected,)  and  the  restriction  of  signers  to  a  single 
candidate  for  the  same  office.  Such  papers  must  be  filed  with 
the  city  clerk  not  more  than  fifteen  nor  less  than  four  days  before 
the  election.  The  primary  law  also  requires  party  candidates 
for  the  office  of  United  States  Senator  to  be  nominated  in  the 
manner  provided  for  state  officers,  and  this  seems  to  present  some 
most  interesting  possibilities  which,  however,  it  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  this  paper  to  discuss. 


The  primaries  for  municipal  elections  must  be  held  two  weeks 
.  .  before  the  election,  and  not  more  than  twenty 

PnmaJ^  nor  less  than  ten  days  before  the  primary  the 

city  clerk  shall  cause  the  publication  of  a  notice 
designating  the  offices  for  which  candidates  are  to  be  nominated^ 
and  such  notices  must  also  be  posted  tn  three  public  places  in  each 
election  precinct. 

The  names  of  candidates  are  placed  upon  the  primary  ballot 
through  the  mediunt  of  nomination  papers,  the  form  for  which  is 
fully  prescribed  in  the  law.  Each  sheet  containing  signatures  to  be 
counted  must  bear  at  the  top  a  designation  of  the  candidate  as 
representing  the  principles  of  some  party.  The  signer  declares 
that  he  is  a  qualified  elector  and  a  member  of  that  party,  and 
that  he  intends  to  support  the  candidate  named.  He  must  add 
his  street  and  number,  and  can  sign  but  one  paper  for  an  office, 
and  all  signers  on  the  same  paper  must  reside  in  one  precinct. 
There  must  be  added  the  affidavit  of  a  qualified  elector  (not  the 
candidate)  as  sponsor  for  the  signers,  and  also  a  declaration  by 
the  candidate  that  he  will  qualify  if  nominated  and  elected.  Such 
papers  must  be  signed  *'  if  for  an  office  representing  less  than 
a  congressional  district  in  area  [hence  for  cities  and  wards]  by 
at  least  three  per  cent  of  the  party  vote  in  at  least  one* 
sixth  of  the  election  precincts  of  such  district  and  in  the 
aggregate  not  less  than  three  per  cent  nor  more  than  ten 
per  cent  of  the  total  vote  of  the  party  in  such  district/'  The 
basis  of  percentage  is  the  vote  of  the  party  for  the  presidential 
elector  having  the  largest  vote  at  the  last  preceding  election  for 
president  *'  But  any  political  organization  which  at  the  last 
preceding  general  election  was  represented  on  the  official  ballot 
by  cither  regular  party  candidates  or  by  individual  nominees 
only,  may,  upon  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  have 
a  separate  primary  election  ticket  as  a  political  party,  if  any 
of  its  candidates  or  individual  nominees  received  one  per  cent 
of  the  total  vote  cast  at  the  last  preceding  general  election  in  the 
state »  or  subdivision  thereof,  in  which  the  candidate  seeks  the 
nomination,"  This  provision  not  only  implies  a  definition  of  a 
political  party  for  the  purposes  of  the  act,  but  also  opens  a  way 
for  new  parties  to  obtain  recognition  as  such,  and  for  any  party 


336  PRIMARY  LEGISLATION  IN  WISCONSIN 

which  may  have,  for  a  time,  failed  to  nominate  candidates  to 
again   obtain    such    recognition,      "  Nomination 
p  papers  may  also  be  filed  for  non-partisan  can- 

didates; such  papers  shall  contain  at  least  two 
l^r  cent  and  not  more  than  ten  per  cent  of  t!te  total  vote  cast 
in  the  state,  or  subdivision  thereof,  in  which  the  person  is  a 
candidate." 

All  such  nomination  papers  must  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
city  clerk  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  primary,  and  when  pa- 
pers shall  have  been  received  containing  ten  per  cent  of  the  total 
vote,  the  clerk  shall  not  receive  nor  file  further  papers  for  that 
candidate.  The  purpose  of  this  restriction,  which  was  enacted 
at  the  special  session  of  1905,  is  to  guard  ag"aanst  the  rather  im- 
probable contingency  that  one  candidate  might  so  fil!  his  paper 
with  names  as  to  monopolize  the  party  supporters  (who  may 
sign  but  one  paper  for  an  office)  and  thus  effectually  cut  out 
any  opposing  candidates, 

A  list  of  all  candidates  for  whom  papers  have  been  thus  filed, 
together  with  a  designation  of  the  office  and  the  party,  must  be 
posted  by  the  clerk  at  least  ten  days  before  the  primary,  and  also, 
if  possible,  published  in  at  least  two  and  not  more  than  four 
newspapers  of  general  circulation  in  the  city,  one  representing 
the  party  which  polled  the  large&t  vote  and  another  the  party  which 
polled  the  next  largest  vote  at  the  last  preceding  general  election. 

Strangely  enough  the  law  makes  no  definite  provision  for  the 
printing  and  distribution  of  ballots  for  municipal  primaries,  but 
"  so  far  as  applicable  and  not  otherwise  provided  herein,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  apply  to  all  city  primaries,"  The  county 
is  the  unit  of  ballot  distribution  for  the  September  primary,  but 
under  this  implied  applicaticm  the  city  clerk,  of  course,  has 
charge  of  their  preparation  in  the  cities.  Sample  ballots  evi- 
dently cannot  be  printed  more  than  fifteen  days  before  the  pri- 
mary (the  limit  for  the  filing  of  papers)  and  must  be  upon 
tinted  or  colored  paper  The  ticket  is  submitted  to  the  city 
chairman  of  each  party,  a  copy  mailed  to  each  candidate,  and  a 
copy  posted  in  the  office  of  the  city  clerk.     At  least  four  days 

I  be  fore  the  primary  the  official  ballot  must  be  printed,  and  then 
distributed  as  required  by  the  regidar  election  laws,  the  number 
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of  ballots  furnished  to  each  precinct  being  twice  the  number  of 
votes  cast  therein  at  the  last  general  election. 

When  the  primary  day  comes  all  the  regular  election  machinery 
is  called  into  use  under  the  general  election  laws  of  the  state 
subject  to  the  special  provisions  of  the  law.  For  each  election 
district  in  a  city  the  mayor  chooses  from  lists  submitted  to  him 
by  the  city  committees  of  the  two  leading  parties  and  nominates 
to  the  council  in  February  of  each  year  in  which  general  elections 
are  held,  three  inspectors,  two  clerks  of  elections,  and  two 
ballot  clerks,  divided  between  the  two  parties.  These  lists  must 
have  been  made  up  from  names  submitted  to  the  city  committee 
by  the  ward  chairmen.  The  officers  thus  chosen  must  be  electors 
of  the  respective  districts  and  after  confirmation  by  the  council 
shall  act  at  all  primaries  and  elections  held  in  their  districts. 
The  parties  may  provide  challengers  at  the  polls  as  under  exist- 
ing laws, 

The  ballot  is  a  unique  attempt  to  preserve  the  secrecy  of 
voting  and  yet  maintain  party  alignment  with- 
out a  declaration  of  party  affiliation  publicly  at 
the  polls.  It  is  made  up  of  a  number  of  sheets, 
one  for  each  party  and  one  for  non-partisan  candidates^  all  fas- 
tened together  and  folded.  Upon  each  party's  ticket  are  ar- 
ranged alphabetically  under  the  titles  of  the  offices  the  names 
of  the  candidates  for  whom  papers  have  been  filed  bearing  that 
party's  designation,  and  the  non-partisan  ticket  h  similarly  made 
up.  This  bundle  of  tickets  the  voter  takes  into  the  booth,  de- 
taehes  and  marks  the  one  he  wishes  to  vote,  and  after  re- folding 
deposits  the  one  in  the  voting  ballot-box  and  tlie  others  in  a 
separate  blank  ballot-box.  The  latter  are  to  be  destroyed  by  the 
inspectors,  without  examination,  immediately  after  the  canvass. 
Ballots  are  to  be  marked  in  the  usual  manner  by  crosses  after  each 
name  voted,  but  there  is  the  following  noteworthy  provision: 
"  If  any  elector  write  upon  his  ticket  the  name  of  any  person  who 
is  a  candidate  for  the  same  office  upon  some  other  ticket  than 
that  upon  which  his  name  is  so  written,  this  ballot  shall  be 
counted  for  such  person  only  as  a  candidate  of  the  party  upon 
whose  ticket  his  name  is  written  and  shall  in  no  case  be  counted 
for  such  person  as  a  candidate  upon  any  other  ticket.     In  case  the 
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person  is  nominated  upon  more  than  one  ticket  he  shall  forthwith 
file  with  the  proper  officer ...  a  wntten  declaration  indicating  the 
party  designation  under  which  his  name  is  to  be  printed  upon  the 
official  ballot."  Tliis  provision,  together  witli  the  system  of  in- 
dividual party  tickets,  prevents  the  voting  of  a  split  ticket,  or  the 
endorsement  by  one  party  of  the  candidate  of  another.  Such 
endorsement  might  be  indirectly  effected  by  leaving  entirely 
blank  the  nomination  for  the  office,  in  which  case,  in  tlie  ab- 
sence of  judicial  interpretation,  the  Attorney  General  advises 
that  the  party  is  really  issuing-  no  call  for  a  primary  for  that 
particular  office  and  hence  could  present  no  nomination  for  it 
even  though  names  might  be  written  upon  some  ballots  for  nomi- 
nees for  that  office.  On  the  other  hand,  in  some  cases  this  spring 
candidates  have  been  so  nominated  and  even  later  elected,  and  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  the  courts  would  then  nullify  upon  a 
technicality  such  a  definite  expression  of  popular  choice. 

The  canvass  of  votes,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  the  act^ 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  laws  for  elec- 
tions. The  city  board  of  canvassers  consists  of 
the  city  clerk  and  the  chainnen  of  the  city  party 
committees  of  the  various  recognized  parties  in  Ae  city,  any 
two  constituting  a  quorum.  Returns  must  be  made  within 
twenty-four  hours  to  the  city  clerk  and  a  copy  as  to  each  politicai 
party  sent  to  the  city  chairman  of  that  party.  The  determina- 
tion is  by  plurality,  the  candidate  receiving  the  largest  number 
of  votes  to  be  the  party  candidate  upon  the  official  ballot.  This 
has  been  made  a  point  of  attack  by  advocates  of  the  convention 
system,  and,  as  has  already  been  stated,  bills  were  before  the 
1905  special  session  to  introduce  here  the  Australian  preferential 
vote  with  its  designation  of  second  choices  to  be  counted  for  a 
majority.  On  the  other  hand,  a  direct  popular  choice  by  plural- 
ity certainly  is  preferable  to  any  majority  convention,  and  until 
the  people  are  ready  for  a  majority-choice  system  there  is  al- 
ways the  strong  safeguard  of  the  regular  election.  In  case  of 
a  tie-vote  the  tie  shall  be  forthwith  determined  by  lot  by  the 
nvassers,  and  any  vacancies  occurring  after  the  holding  of  the 
primarj^  shall  be  filled  by  the  city  committee.  This  latter  pro- 
vision would  probably  be  interpreted  to  leave  with  the  commit- 
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tec  the  power  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  retirement  of  a 
candidate  nominated  upon  two  tickets. 

The  primary  also  covers  the  choice  of  party  committees.  At 
the  September  primary  each  voter  may  write  upon  his  ballot 
in  a  space  provided  the  names  of  not  more  tlian 
three  qualified  electoi's  of  his  precinct  for  mem- 
bers of  his  party  precinct  committee.  These 
votes  are  canvassed  with  the  rest  and  the  three  having  the 
highest  number  shall  constitute  the  precinct  committee  with  the 
one  having  the  largest  vote  as  chairman.  This  committee  is  the 
unit  for  the  formation  of  all  the  others  excepting  the  state 
central  committee.  At  a  meeting  of  the  various  precinct  com- 
mittees in  each  ward  held  two  days  after  the  primary  upon  an 
oflfkiai  call  of  the  county  chairman  published  ten  days  before,  one 
of  the  precinct  chairmen  is  chosen  as  ward  chairman,  and  these 
ward  chairmen  together  with  township  and  village  chairmen 
similarly  chosen  make  up  the  county  committee.  The  assembly 
district  committee  consists  of  the  various  precinct  chairmen,  the 
state  senatorial  district  committee  of  the  assembly  district  chair- 
men, and  the  congressional  committee  of  the  party  chairmen  of 
the  senatorial  districts.  These  officers  are  chosen  in  turn  by 
ballot  at  successive  meetings  held  five  days  apart  at  the  call 
of  the  county  chairman.  All  these  committees  are  to  have  the 
usual  powers,  and  there  are  detailed  provisions  basing  the  voting 
power  of  each  ward  or  precinct  chairman  upon  the  voting 
strength  shown  in  his  district  at  the  last  general  election.  The 
present  committees  hold  over  until  the  first  choice  under  the 
new  law  next  fall. 

No  provision  is  made  in  the  law  for  a  city  platform,  but  the 
state  platform  is  to  be  formulated  and  the  state 
ruiuorms.  central  committee  chosen  at  a  meeting  of ■  the 

candidates  for  state  offices,  for  senate  and  assembly,  and  the 
hold-over  senators,  held  three  weeks  after  the  September  pri- 
mary. Btit  any  need  for  a  platform  in  city  elections  is,  in  prac- 
tice, fully  met  by  very  definite  declarations  by  the  candidates, 
before  the  primary,  of  their  stand  in  regard  to  the  special  ques- 
tions or  principles  upon  which  the  city  election  is  to  be  decided. 
In  Madison,  for  Instance,  the  contest  was  waged  upon  the  ques- 
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tion  of  enforcement  of  the  liquor  laws  and  the  positions  of  the 
various  mayor  all  t)^  candidates  were  all  publicly  expressed  before 
the  primaries  both  through  the  press  and  in  campai^  advertising. 
All  the  ballots  and  other  supplies  and  all  expenses  incurred 
in  the  primary  election  must  be  paid  for  out  of  the  city  treasury 
as  in  the  regular  elections,  and  the  registration  requirements 
for  elections  are  made  applicable  to  the  primaries,  the  primary 
election  day  being  designated  as  a  registration  day.  Various 
special  penal  provisions  are  outlined,  and  it  is  expressly  stipulated 
that  **  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  now  in  force  in  relation  to 
the  holding  of  elections,  the  solicitation  of  voters  at  the  polls, 
the  challenging  of  voters,  the  manner  of  conducting  elections, 
of  counting  the  ballots  and  making  return  thereof,  and  all  other 
kindred  subjects,  shall  apply  to  all  primaries  in  so  far  as  they  are 
consistent  with  this  act,  the  intent  of  this  act  being  to  place  the 
primary  under  the  regulations  and  protection  of  the  laws  now  in 
force  as  to  elections."  And  finally  to  yet  more  definitely  and 
carefully  ensure  popular  control,  it  is  enacted  that  '*  this  statute 
shall  be  liberally  construed,  so  that  the  real  will  of  the 
electors  may  not  be  defeated  by  any  informality  or  failure 
to  comply  with  all  provisions  of  law  in  respect  to  either  the  giv- 
ing of  any  notices  or  the  conducting  of  the  primary  or  certi- 
fying the  result  thereof."  Just  what  this  '*  liberal  construction  " 
might  be,  however,  and  how  far  it  might  go,  just  what  constitutes 
a  determination  of  the  "  real  will  of  th^  electors,"  might  become 
a  subject  for  judicial  decision  in  very  inany  conceivable  situa- 
tions, and  such  a  provision  in  law,  if  it  have  any  effect  at  all, 
may  be  a  source  of  weakness  rather  than  of  strength  in  the 
opportunity  it  offers  for  controversy. 


III. 

We  have  thus  seen  how  the  present  Wisoonstn  primary  law 
was  placed  upon  the  statute  books  as  a  part  of  a 
The  Break-  political  upheaval  which  divided  the  state  into 

mg  Of  tn«  ^^^  camps.    The  fight  was  avowedly  against  a 

control  of  the  state  in  the  interests  of  corporate 
wealth.  Under  the  caucus  and  convention  system  the  machine, 
backed  by  the  railroad  and  lumber  interests  and  with  the  control 


of  the  federal  patronage  had  perfected  an  organization  that 
seemed  almost  invincible.  But  its  power  has  been  broken 
(whether  permanently  or  not  yet  remains  to  be  seen)  by  a 
leader  who  not  only  talked  of  what  ought  to  be  done  but 
galvinized  his  followers  into  doing  it.  The  result  is  a  power- 
ful popular  support  backing  up  the  perfecting  of  organization 
in  their  own  interests,  opposed  to  the  once  all-powerful  machine 
organization  already  perfected  in  support  of  the  special  interests. 
We  have  also  considered  an  outline  of  this  law,  noting  its  in- 
clusiveness,  its  emphatic  stand  upon  principle,  and  its  general 
character  as  a  primary  nomination  by  the  people  as  organized 
in  parties. 

But  perhaps  the  most  importatit  question  after  all  is  the  acutal 
working  of  these  provisions  of  law.  Upon  this  must  be  based 
attempts  at  adaptation  to  conditions  elsewhere.  For  much  of 
the  statistical  matter  presented  in  this  consideration  I  am  indebted 
to  the  Legislative  Reference  Department  at  the  state  capitol 
where  Dr.  McCarthy  kindly  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal much  material  collected  from  cities 
throughout  the  state.  The  following  series  of 
questions   was   presented   to  most   of   the   city 


Queitioni 
Aaked  of 
City  Clerks. 


derks : 

1.  Did  any  party  or  parties  in  your  city  hold  pre-primary 
conventions  or  caucuses  for  the  selection  of  candidates  for  the 
primary  ? 

2.  Did  the  new  law  tend  to  increase  the  number  of  party 
nominees? 

3.  Was  the  total  vote  polled  at  the  primary  any  larger  than 
is  usual  at  the  spring  election? 

4.  What  changes  would  you  consider  beneficial  for  municipal 
elections  ? 

Sample  ballots  were  also  collected,  and  the  results  of  this  can- 
vass summarized.  Of  course  many  cities  sent  no  information, 
but  the  newspapers  have  given  many  facts,  subject  always  to  a 
discount  for  partisanship. 

The  first  inquiry  was  based  upon  the  generally  expressed  opin- 
ion that  the  party  control  would  be  maintained  by  a  system  of 
preliminary  caucuses  at  which  the  party  candidates  would  be 
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chosen,  and  papers  would  be  filed  only  for  such  as  were  thus  en- 
dorsed. But  the  results  did  not  bear  out  this  contention.  In 
only  five  cities  (there  are  cme  hundred  and  fifteen  in  the  state) 
were  such  regular  caucuses  held.  Of  course  everywhere  the 
leaders  talked  over  the  situation,  considered  candidates,  and  out- 
lined campaigns,  but  with  tliese  ejcceptions  there  was  no  definite 
attempt  to  obtain  a  pre-primary  expression  of  the  opinions  of 
the  voters.  The  Social-Democratic  party  in  Milwaukee  had  no 
contest  at  the  primary,  having  made  up  its  ticket  beforehand  by 
a  referendum  vote  of  the  party.  But  in  general  wherever  a  can- 
didate felt  himself  strong  enough  tx>  ask  for  the  endorsement  of 
his  party,  he  presented  himself  at  the  primary.  It  must  always 
be  seen  that  a  caucus  decision  can  be  effective  onjy  where  the 
organization  is  strong  enough  to  absolutely  control  the  situation^ 
for  any  defeated  aspirant  might  get  out  his  papers,  have  his  name 
placed  upon  the  primary  ticket,  and  if  supported  by  the  voters  he 
would  then  stand  as  the  regular  party  candidate  in  the  election 
despite  the  caucus  choice.  All  that  would  be  left  for  an  organi- 
zation candidate  under  such  conditions  would  be  a  position  as  an 
independent  nominee  by  papers,  without  the  endorsement  of  the 
party  name. 

Just  here  it  may  be  well  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  this  law  is 
a  method  of  making  party  choices  tvithin  party 
Hues.  Its  title  is:  "An  act  to  provide  for  party 
nominations  by  direct  vote."  It  is  not  to  be 
judged  as  if  it  were  a  method  of  free  general  choice,  a  sort  of 
preliminary  election.  It  strives  to  bring  the  selection  of  party 
candidates  under  the  control  of  election  laws  which  will  give 
each  voter  his  voice  in  the  choice  of  representatives  of  the  prin- 
ciples he  supports ;  it  strives  to  make  the  primary  a  contest  be- 
tween the  candidates,  leaving  for  the  election  itself  the  decision 
of  the  choice  between  principles.  It  will  be  said  that  this  re- 
cognition of  parties  in  municipal  affairs  upon  the  basis  of 
division  obtaining  in  the  state  and  nation,  means  the  bringing 
into  city  elections  of  a  party  division  which  has  no  place  there. 
The  tariff  or  the  policy  in  the  Philippines  should  not  be  the 
basis  of  opposition  betweeo  candidates  for  mayor  in  a  city  of 
a  few  thousand  people.     All  this  is  very  true,  but  we  must  recog- 
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mze  the  fact  that  these  party  organizations  do  act  in  very  many 
cities  as  the  machines  of  party  politics.  '*  It  is  a  condition  and 
not  a  theory  that  confronts  us,"  despite  all  our  discussion  of 
a  theoretical  "  ought  to  be."  The  Wisconsin  law  meets  that  con- 
dition squarely,  and  if  the  party  lines  are  drawn  in  a  city  then 
the  choice  of  candidates  within  those  Hnes  is  put  directly  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  instead  of  being  left  to  the  organization  in 
slate- bound  caucuses  and  packed  conventions.  On  the  other 
hand  the  holding  of  a  primary  is  not  made  mandatory  if  party 
lines  are  not  drawn.  In  nearly  twenty  cities  this  spring  no 
nominations  for  primaries  were  filed,  no  primaries  were  held,  and 
the  elections  presented  for  the  consideration  of  tlie  voters  non- 
partisan candidates  whose  names  had  been  placed  directly  upon 
the  ballot  by  individual  nomination  papers. 

Or  if,  for  example,  only  one  party  files  nomination  papers  for 
the  primary,  only  that  one  party  is  in  effect  issuing  a  call  for 
a  primary,  only  that  one  primary  ticket  is  prepared  (as  in  several 
cities  this  spring,)  and  the  primary,  under  all  the  machinery 
of  elections,  resolves  itself  into  a  settlement  of  candidacy  within 
that  one  party.  To  be  sure,  this  means  expense;  it  means  all  the 
cost  of  an  election  to  settle  an  intra-party  contest.  But  isn*t  it 
worth  it?  Is  it  of  no  account  that  that  contest  may  involve  an 
attempt  to  force  out  of  consideration  a  candidate  and  a  party 
element  which  is  fighting  for  the  b^st  interests  of  that  city  ? 
Is  it  not  worth  what  it  costs  to  give  the  people  of  that  city  the 
decision  of  such  a  question?  And  on  the  other  hand  the  voters 
have  it  always  in  their  power  to  punish  any  merely  selfish  attempt 
to  gain  a  place. 

It  is  objected,  also,  that  this  system  involves  much  needless 
expense  to  the  candidates  themselves,  that  it  really  means  the 
con<lucting  of  two  campaigns  instead  of  one,  and  that  this  fact 
keeps  many  good  men  out  of  the  lists.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
anyone  conversant  with  the  methods  of  party  management  must 
know  that  this  expense  cannot  be  much  greater  than  that  required 
for  a  campaign  before  a  convention,  and  furthennore  even  con- 
siderable additional  expense  would  be  justified  by  the  fact  that 
it  is  incurred  in  a  campaign  of  education  appealing  directly  to 
the  voters,  rather  than  in  the  more  devious  and  too  often  darker 
ways  of  a  contest  for  delegates.  , .  * 


344 


PRIMARY  LEGISLATION  IN  WISCONSIN 


The  Kon- 
Fartuan  Ticket 


In  this  connection  I  may  speak  of  that  very  useless  non- 
partisan ticket  provided  for  in  the  primary.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  election  laws  already 
quoted  the  non*partisan  candidate  can  gain  a 
place  upon  the  regular  ballot  upon  petition  signed  by  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  of  the  voting  strength  of  the  district  where  he 
seeks  nomination.  But  in  order  to  gain  a  place  on  the  non- 
partisan primary  ballot  this  same  candidate  niust  file  a  paper 
signed  by  four  times  as  many  voters  as  just  mentioned  (namely, 
two  per  cent)  and  then,  having  gone  through  the  primary,  his 
name  finally  rests  only  in  exactly  the  same  place  upon  the  regular 
election  ballot  where  it  might  have  been  so  much  more  easily 
placed  at  first,  that  is,  in  the  column  of  individual  nominations. 
Going  through  this  contest  upon  the  non-partisan  ticket  can  give 
a  candidate  no  place  in  a  party  column  upon  the  ballot  for  elec- 
tion, hence  he  gains  nothing  whatever  by  appearing  in  the  pri- 
mary at  all.  The  suggestion  is  made  that  there  should  be  pro- 
vided upon  the  ballot,  already  far  too  cumbersome,  yet  another 
column  distinct  from  that  for  individual  nominations,  in  which 
the  successful  candidates  could  find  a  place,  but  this  again 
ignores  the  fact  that  the  direct  primary  is  simply  designed  to 
take  the  place  of  the  former  party  caucuses  and  conventions, 
and  not  to  furnish  a  new  method  of  selecting  non-partisan  nomi- 
nees who  are  already  ful!y  provided  for  in  the  regular  election 
laws. 

But  this  whole  question  of  party  lines  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
chief  objections  to  the  actual  working  of  the  law.  As  we  have 
seen,  the  voter  is  restricted  to  a  single  party  ticket  in  his  voting, 
but  through  the  secrecy  of  the  Australian  ballot  system  which  is 
preserved,  that  party  ticket  may  or  may  not  be  the  one  which 
that  voter  will  support  at  the  election  two  weeks  later.  From 
Milwaukee,  the  only  large  city  in  the  state,  from  Madison,  the 
capital,  and  from  many  smaller  places  came  the  reports  of  an 
attempted  "  stuffing ''  of  the  ticket  of  one  party  by  voters  of  the 
other.  To  illustrate  by  particular  instances;  in 
Milwaukee  there  were  mayoral ity  contests  in 
both  the  Republican  and  Democratic  ranks,  that 
of  the  latter  being  much  the  keener.    The  primary  vote  showed 
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votes  only  for  the  Republican  ticket  with  a  majority  of 
nearly  5000  for  the  victor.  But  the  Democratic  primary  vote 
was  a  total  of  26,254  so  evenly  divided  that  the  nominee  had  a 
majority  of  only  about  500  over  his  rival  Yet  at  the  election 
two  weeks  later  the  Republican  nominee  was  elected  with  a  vote 
of  22,905  against  21,300  for  the  Democratic  candidate.  It  was 
claimed  that  this  showed  conclusively  that  a  large  number  of 
Republicans  had  voted  the  Democratic  primary  ticket,  and  had 
thus  attempted  to  nominate  the  weaker  of  two  candidates  in 
order  that  he  might  later  be  the  more  easily  defeated. 

Again,  in  Madison,  where  there  was  a  keen  contest  in  the  Re- 
publican ranks,  but  only  one  candidate  for 
mayor  on  the  other  ticket,  the  primary  vote 
showed  a  total  of  342S  Republican  votes  for 
mayor  with  a  majority  of  some  500  for  the  chosen  nominee,  but 
only  517  votes  in  all  on  the  Democratic  ticket  In  the  election, 
however,  the  Democratic  candidate  defeated  the  Republican  nom- 
inee of  the  primary  by  a  majority  of  over  1000,  having  a  vote  of 
3,281  against  2,235.  This  could  only  mean  that  a  large  number 
of  those  who  voted  for  the  choice  of  a  Republican  nominee  at 
the  primaries,  supported  the  Democratic  candidate  at  the  elec- 
tKML  Similar  conditions  prevailed  in  several  other  places,  and 
a  wide-spread  demand  was  heard  for  such  change  in  the  law» 
through  a  declaration  of  party  affiliation  or  otherwise,  as  would 
serve  to  keep  voters  within  their  own  party  lines.  Said  one 
paper :  "  Party  lines  are  wiped  out,  combinations  such  as  were 
never  dreamed  of  under  the  caucus  law  are  possible,  party  spirit 
and  principle  have  been  lost,  one  party  can  dictate  the  nominees 
of  another." 

There  are,  however,  some  arguments  to  be  noted  upon  the 
other  side.     In  the  first  place,  there  will  regularly  be  a  sufficient 
number  and  interest  in  the  contest  in  any  given 
party  to  keep  most  of  the  voters  of  that  party 
within  the  lines.    Again,  this  breaking  of  strict 
partisan    spirit    is    just    what    has    been    con- 
municipal    affairs.     The    law    recognizes    the 
basis  of  party  division  because  under  our  political  conditions 
it   must    do    so    to   be   at    all    effective;    they    do    exist    and 
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and  must  be  either  controlled  through  law  and  made  sub- 
ject to  the  expression  of  popular  will,  or  else  left  as 
heretofore  to  the  dictatorial  management  of  party  leaders  and 
machine  organization,  a  dictation  far  more  dangerous  than  any 
which  can  be  accomplished  by  a  manipulation  of  voters  in  the 
primary.  And  most  important  of  all,  this  last  so-called  dictation 
is  in  reality  just  what,  working  normally  through  a  voting  io  the 
primary  as  each  voter  chooses,  is  needed  to  give  in  municipal 
affairs  the  real  choice  of  a  majority,  or  at  least  a  large  pJurality, 
The  voter  who  breaks  across  a  party  line  in  the  primary  is  regis* 
tering  his  choice  of  a  candidate,  and  what  right  has  any  one  to 
pre*judge  that  that  choice  will  be  of  the  weaker  candidate?  I 
am  a  firm  believer  in  the  innate  good  in  democracy ;  the  average 
voter  is  not  a  corrupt  tool  ready  to  follow  the  behest  of  a  boss. 
Our  working  of  the  party  system  has  made  it  possible  for  leader- 
ship to  control,  but  because  such  leadership  has  too  often  con- 
trolled for  its  own  selfish  ends  is  no  final  argument  against  the 
party  principle.  Let  us  have  the  educative  power  of  a  direct 
primary  added  to  that  of  the  regular  election;  let  us  make  it  so 
much  the  more  diflScult  for  any  leader  to  control  nominations  in 
the  interests  of  the  few,  by  preserving  that  fundamental  safe- 
guard the  secrecy  of  tlie  ballot ;  then  put  each  voter  in  the  booth 
with  only  "  his  God  and  a  lead  pencil,"  and  trust  him  to  vote 
as  he  believes  is  best  for  his  city,  his  state,  his  country.  If  the 
alternative  is  offered  between  that  and  any  public  declaration  of 
party  allegiance  which  puts  the  voter  back  under  the  power  of 
the  politician,  the  choice  ought  not  to  be  difficult.  The  former 
may  have  dangers,  but  the  latter  has  been  tried  long  enough  to 
make  its  dangers  only  too  real.  Give  the  voter  a  chance  to  as- 
sert his  citizenship,  bring  into  play  all  the  educative  facilities  and 
aids  possible,  and  leave  the  working  out  of  the  result  to  that  deep 
American  spirit  of  good  government  in  which  we  all  believe. 

These  primaries  in  Wisconsin  have  brought  out  in  every  case 
more  votes  than  were  accustomed  to  appear  at  the  old  party 
caucuses,  the  average  ranging  from  one-third 
of  the  voting  strength  where  there  was  no 
contest  to  two-thirds  or  three- fourtlis  of  the 
registered    vote    where    the    interest    had    been    aroused    by 
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radical  difference  of  principle.  And  in  general  these 
voters  had  something  definite  to  decide  and  were  not  practically 
forced  merely  to  endorse  a  slate  already  prepared  for  them. 
Where  there  was  only  one  candidate  for  an  office  there  were  often 
names  written  in  upon  the  ballot,  in  some  cases  such  candidates 
even  getting  the  nomination  though  no  papers  had  been  filed  for 
them.  This  too  aroused  opposition,  the  suggestion  coming  from 
several  cities  that  either  such  candidates  should  not  be  considered 
at  all,  or  else  that  they  should  be  required  to  poll  a  certain  per- 
centage of  the  total  vote  m  order  to  receive  the  nomination.  On 
the  other  hand  it  must  be  said,  without  attempting  to  consider 
the  very  nice  legal  points  involved,  that  such  a  registration  of  a 
free  vote,  a  voting  power  untramme-led  by  the  strict  lines  of  a 
list  of  names  presented,  shows  an  independence  that  is  of  most 
happy  augury  for  the  future.  It  may  well  be  that  some  such 
restriction  as  a  percentage  requirement  would  be  wise  where 
no  candidate  for  the  office  upon  that  ticket  has  been  presented 
by  nomination  papers.  It  seems  that  such  a  nominee  should 
be  held  to  at  least  the  same  requirements  as  those  imposed  upon 
the  candidates  who  do  file  papers.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  are  already  laonrrinees  upon  the  ballot,  tlie  support  given 
through  written  votes  to  another  not  so  appearing  should  re- 
ceive its  full  recognition. 

That  this  leaving  of  the  question  of  the  choice  of  nominee  to 
the  initiative  of  the  voters  themselves  was  rather  common  is 
shown  by  the  unanimous  negative  answer  returned  to  our  second 
question,  a  definite  answer  also  to  the  objection  expressed  against 
tiie  law  that  "  the  practical  eflfect  of  it  is  to  compel  every  party 
to  have  a  separate  candidate  for  every  office/'  To  be  sure,  no 
candidate  can  be  endorsed  by  more  than  one  party;  even  if  nomi- 
nated upon  more  than  one  ticket  he  must  choose  that  upon  whidi 
he  will  run.  In  effect,  however,  this  amounts  to  an  endorsement 
as  it  leaves  no  opponent  against  him  upon  the  other  ticket.  As 
opposed  to  this  view  it  is  pointed  out  that  such  a  vacancy  would 
be  a  *'  vacancy  occurring  after  the  primary  "  which  according  to 
section  13  '*  shall  [not  may]  be  filled  by  the  party  committee  of 
the  city,"  Whether  this  would  be  so  construed  as  to  force  the 
cormnittee  to  put  upon  the  ballot  another  candidate  contrary  to 
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the  expressed  desire  of  the  voters  to  consider  only  the  nominee 
of  another  party,  is  but  one  more  in  the  list  of  problems  which 
this  first  trial  of  the  law  has  brought  up. 

Bat  all  these  intricate  complexities  requiring  adjustment  are 
,  really  but  subjects  of  amendment;  the  innate 
HfcBiifth^L^*  principle  of  the  law  remains  untouched  by  these 
changes.  The  gravest  problem  is  the  question 
of  the  preservation  of  the  secret  ballot  as  against  the  upholding 
of  party  lines  in  the  vote  by  a  public  declaration  of  party  affilia- 
tion. But  even  the  latter  system  has  been  far  from  successful  in 
holding  the  voter  within  those  lines,  as  may  be  shown  by  a 
comparison  of  the  party  division  in  the  primary  and  the  regular 
election  in  MinneapoHs,  for  example.  I  firmly  believe  that  the 
advantage  of  the  secret  ballot  far  outweighs  the  disadvantages 
urged  against  it.  The  Wisconsin  law  thus  offers  to  the  voter 
the  opportunity  to  register  his  free  choice  by  direct  vote  for  a 
nominee  for  every  office  open  to  the  election.  It  allows  him  to 
prepare  that  vote  in  secret  and  deposit  it  without  any  public  alli- 
ance with  any  political  organization.  It  does  hold  him  within 
the  lines  of  a  party  which  he  chooses,  but  if  the  lines  of  clcav- 
age  in  municipal  affairs,  as  different  from  the  regular  party  lines, 
are  real  they  will  find  representation  in  opposing  candidates  upon 
the  party  tickets,  and  there  the  voter  may  register  his  choice 
without  accountability  to  any  one.  It  may  be  contrary  to  theory 
to  realize  the  party  lines  at  all,  but  I  believe  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  no  primary  law  which  does  not  recognize  them 
eould  possibly  pass  any  state  legislature  in  the  country  at  the 
present  time.  So  in  closing  this  paper  I  would  urge  every  stu- 
dent of  political  affairs  to  remember  that  progress  must  be  made 
under  the  guidance  of  a  "  sane  idealism  "  which  turns  the  facts 
of  the  present  to  good  account  in  its  course  toward  a  better 
future.  **  The  child  of  hope  with  his  eyes  open  "  wiU  not  stum- 
ble over  the  obstacles  in  his  path  because  of  an  unseeing  gaze 
fixed  upon  the  ultimate  goal.  He  will  get  around  or  over  them 
in  turn  because  he  cannot  pass  them  all  at  a  bound,  and  only 
that  sane  mind  and  the  eyes  that  see  can  he  trusted  to  lead  us 
forward. 
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The  Massachusetts  method  of  voting  at  elections  under  the 
Australian  system,  we,  in  Massachusetts,  believe  secures  the 
greatest  freedom  for  the  expression  of  public  opinion  and  the 
most  complete  secrecy, 

I  should  say,  in  advance,  that  Massachusetts  is  not  so  native- 
bom  a  State  as  many  people  suppose,  nor  does  it  stand  so  high 
educationally.  Only  forty-four  out  of  one  hundred  of  our 
citizens  are  native  born  of  native  parents.  Fifty- six  in  one 
hundred  are  either  foreign  born  or  children  of  foreign  born.    As 

,  ,  to  illiteracy,  their  are  twenty-two  other  States 

M  h^  tt  ^^  Territories  with  less  proportion  of  illiterates 
than  Massachusetts,  we  standing  twenty-third. 
We  have,  however,  a  reading  and  writing  qualification  for  vot- 
ters.  But  let  me  explain  that  that  is  far  from  meaning  that  every 
vofter  can  pass  a  civil  service  examination  for  clerk  or  copyist. 
The  writing  test  consists  solely  in  writing  one's  name.  The 
spelling  need  not  conform  to  the  usual  methods,  and  capital  let- 
ters, such  as  are  used  in  printing,  will  pass.  The  reading  con- 
sists practically  in  a  test  on  the  first  few  words  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Constitution,  and,  no  matter  in  how  stumbling  and 
halting  a  manner  the  words  may  be  spelled  out,  the  candidate 
passes,  while  in  many  cases  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  that 
the  first  few  words  have  been  learned  by  heart. 

In  addition  to  this,  all  those  who  were  voters  in  1857  are  free 
from  any  test  at  all.  To  be  sure,  there  are  not  many  such 
now,  as  they  would  have  to  be  sixty-nine  years  of  age  or  overj 
but  in  1889,  when  the  Ballot  Law  first  went  into  eflfect,  they  were 
only  fifty-three  years  of  age  and  over. 

Under  the  Massachusetts  system,  as  you  doubtless  know,  all 
the  candidates  for  the  same  office  are  grouped  together  alpha- 
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betically  on  the  ballot,  with  the  party  name  or  names  after  each 
candidate;  and  a  citizen  votes  for  an  official  in  a  group  by  placing 
a  cross-mark  opposite  the  name  and  party  designation  of  the 
candidate  he  chooses.  Specimen  ballots  printed  on  colored  paper 
are  posted  in  public  places  in  the  streets  and  also  in  the  polling 
rooms,  so  that  voters  may  examine  them  before  receiving  an  oflG- 
cial  ballot 

The  chief  objections  urged  against  the  Massachusetts  method 
are,  that  it  takes  too  long  to  mark  the  ballot; 
O^ections  to  the  ti,at  it  must  cause  delay  in  large  precincts  es- 
pecially; that  the  less  educated  must  be  discour- 
aged and  stay  away  from  the  polls,  or,  if  they 
come,  must  make  mistakes ;  that  the  system  must  favor  inde- 
pendence to  the  extent  of  breaking  up  the  parties ;  that  there  is  a 
general  falling-off  from  the  head  of  the  ticket*  because,  as  it  is 
sometimes  urged,  the  voters  get  tired  and  stop  marking:  that 
persons  standing  first  in  the  groups,  with  names  nearer  the  head 
of  the  alphabet,  have  an  advantage  over  those  coming  lower 
down,  and  that,  generally  speaking,  the  system  is  not  popular* 

On  al!  these  points  we  have  a  good  deal  of  accurate  informa- 
tion. The  average  city  prednct  has  from  400  to  foo  or  800 
registered  male  voters^  a  few  have  over  1,000,  and  some  of  those 
are  in  manufacturing  districts,  where  most  of  the  voters  have 
to  vote  early  in  the  morning  or  at  the  noon  hour.  There 
are  eleven  polling  places  in  the  State  in  which 
Time  Eeqmred  there  are  from  2,000  to  upwards  of  3,00a  regis- 
tered voters  in  each,^  and  yet  there  has  been  no 
difficulty  in  their  all  voting  without  delay  or  in- 
convenience. The  actual  time  in  marking  a  single  ballot,  when 
something  like  eighteen  out  of  fifty-five  names  are  marked,  which 
is  a  good  full  State  election*  averages  less  than  two  minutes, 
while  many  people  mark  their  ballots  in  less  than  one  minute* 
In  large  precincts,  by  having  a  sufficient  number  of  marking 
booths,  the  people  in  crowded  hours  deposit  their  marked  ballots 
about  as  rapidly  as  they  can  pass  the  check-list  officials. 
As  to  people  generally  being  kept  away  from  the  polls,   in 

*  Assessed  Polls,  Registered  Voters  and  Persons  who  Voted,  1904.     Pub. 
t>Oc.  Mass.  No.  43t  PP-  3^  to  49- 
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the  first  four  years  it  was  found  that  more  people  by  twenty  per 
cent,*  voted  for  Governor  than  in  the  last  four  years  under  the 
old  system.  Again,  the  Massachusetts  census,  taken  ten  years 
apart,  in  1885,  1895  and  1905,  gives  us  the  number  of  so-called 
"  legal  voters,**  that  is,  those  men  over  twenty-one  years  of  age 
who  were  either  native  bom  or  naturalized,  who  had  lived  one 
year  in  the  State  and  six  months  in  the  city  or  town  where  they 
resided,  and  could  read  and  write,  and  who  were  thus  capable 
of  being  voters.  I  have  figured  out  the  proportion  of  actual 
voters  voting  in  the  State  election,  in  the  years  in  which  the 
census  was  taken,  to  the  total  number  of  possible  voters.  Each 
one  of  those  years  was  a  non-presidential,  non-congressional 
year,  and  furnished  a  very  good  basis  of  comparison.  I  find  that 
since  the  Australian  system  went  into  effect,  the  proportion  vot- 
ing has  been  twenty-three  per  cent,  greater  than  in  the  census 
year  before  (1885),* 

^  Votes  cast  for  Governor  in  Massachusetts  i 


Old  System. 

1885 _ 209,688 

1886. ,  * , . . , . , 243.769 

1887 266,032 

1888  (Presidentkl  Year)..  543,114 


New  System, 

i88g 263,111 

i8sw.. , 295-430 

1S91 ..  33a4Si 

1892  (Presidential  Year). .  380,137 


Total  four  years,. . ., .  1,062,603  Total  four  years. 1,260^129 

These  figures  are  taken  from  the  Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Lhe  whole 
Council  on  votes  of  State  officers  (Mass.),  atid  arc  also  found  in  the 
manuals  for  the  General  Court  for  the  several  years. 

The  gain  is  206,526,  or  very  nearly  an  average  gain  of  20%  in  four  years. 
This  is  greater  than  the  growth  of  lhe  population,  which  in  the  same 
period  averaged  between  ii%  and  12%  in  four  years. 

It  is  true  that  the  requirement  df  a  paid  poll  tax  as  a  prerequisite  for 
voting  was  repealed  so  as  to  affect  the  voters  of  1892,  but  the  increase  in 
1889,  1890  and  1891  over  the  years  18S5,  j886  and  18S7  (all  non-presiden- 
tial ycaris)  was  greater  ihan  the  increase  of  1S92  over  1S88. 


Poiilble  T.«Kal 
VbCen. 


Pet-tcntAse  Voting 
ttl  Poiiible  Voters. 


PerccoUge  of 

IiscreiAe  of 

Percent. 


Voles  for 
Governor. 

209,688  47.4 

321,121  58.6  J3+ 

391,321  58-4-  «+ 

Set  State  Census  of  Mass.  for  18S5,  1895  and  1905,  and  also  Manual  for 
<7eiieral  Court  for  the  same  years. 


1885.  ■.'.-..     442,616 

1895.- s6o,So2 

1005 674.174 
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As  to  the  less  educated  especially  being  kept  away  from  the 
polls,  tlie  cities  are  supposed  to  contain  a  larger 
ofVotem.^^^  proportion  of  illiterate  voters  than  the  towns, 
and  yet,  in  the  three  years  heg^Inning  with  1889, 
when  the  Massachusetts  Act  went  into  effect,  the  percentage  of 
registered  voters  voting  in  the  twenty-five  cities  was  greater  than 
the  percentage  voting  in  the  towns,^  while  HoIyokCj  Lowell, 
Cambridge  and  Lawrence,  all  of  them  manufacturing  cities,  stood 
the  highest  in  1889.  In  1890,  Lowell  was  the  highest,  with 
8970;  Lawrence,  8870;  Fall  River,  87% »  and  In  1891,  Lowell, 
over  90%  ;  Cambridge,  over  90%  ;  and  Salem,  89%.  In  the  city 
elections  in  1890^  Fall  River  voted  over  92%;  Lowell,  90%; 
Lawrence,  90%,  and  in  1891,  Fall  River  again  voted  over  92%; 
Low^ell,  91%,  and  Holyoke,  90%.^  Again,  taking  the  six  wards 
in  Boston,  representing  the  least  education  and  the  greatest  pro- 
portion of  manual  laborers,  we  find  that  the  percentage  of  re- 
gistered voters  voting  in  1889,  the  first  year  the  Massachusetts 
law  went  into  effect,  was  almost  exactly  the  same  at  the  State 


»    Vote 


FercenUffe  of  Voter* 
Voting  in  Dtics^ 


1889* .—  753 

iSgot .."- 83.16 

iSgit 86.?i 

State  Er^CTroNS. 
»  18894  rSgoi 

Holyokc  .......  85.0%  Lowell* 80.63% 

Lowell  «.. 83,1%  Lawrence  **..  ^,45^ 

Cambridge  .►...  79-6^  Fall  River 87,29% 

Lawrence 78,8% 

Av,  for  State  *..  70.7%  Av,  lor  State-  78.31^ 

City  Elections. 

(No   statistics    for   city    Fall  River 92,66% 

elections  in  1889.    ist    Lowell 90-54^ 

publication    of     Pub.     Lawrence  ....  90.31;^ 
Doc,  43  was  in  iSgo.) 


Percent*  le  of  Voters 
Voling  In  To  was. 


1891.1 

Lowell... 90*69% 

Camtn'idge  .•■  go. 36% 
Salem  ...,.,..  89.85% 

Av.  for  State..  83.83% 

Fall  River  ..•*  Q2.6fl% 

Lowell 9t.o6% 

Holyoke** 90.13% 


^Fram  uDpublithcd  5tat«  Becords. 

f  From  Mast.  Pub,  Doe,  No.  4Jt  'of  i8d«  aod  i8$i. 

1  UtiimbUAbed  Sute  Records.  i  Mau.  Pub,  Doc,  No.  43»  for  1I90  and  i8gi. 


election  as  the  percentage  in  the  six  wards  containing  the  greatest 
number  of  well-educated  voters,  while,  in  the  following  municipal 
election,  the  least  educated  wards  had  4%  larger  proportion  of 
tlieir  registered  voters  actually  voting  than  the  best  educated;* 
and  when  1  say  *'  voting  "  I  mean  marking  their  ballots  so  as 
to  be  counted. 

The  same  thing  continues  to  this  present  day.  In  this  very 
last  election  of  1905,  the  percentage  of  registered  voters  who 
voted  in  the  three  wards  representing  the  least  education  was 
within  one  or  two  one-hundredths  of  one  per  cent,  the  same  as 
the  percentage  that  voted  hi  the  three  wards  representing  the 
most  education.  It  may  be  said  that  while  the  percentage  of  re- 
gistered voters  voting  may  have  been  large^  the  citizens  may  have 
been  discouraged  from  being  registered.  A  careful  examination 
shows  til  at,  in  the  six  Boston  wards  representing  the  least  educa- 
tion, as  well  as  in  the  city  at  large,  the  number  of  registered 
voters  was  larger  the  first  four  years  under  the  new  system 
than  in  the  four  years  previous,  while  the  population  was  nearly 
at  a  standstill  in  those  wards.^ 

While  the  system  undoubtedly  favors  independent  voting,  it 


6  fi  oston  Wards  with  least  average  educatioo 

••    most 


state  Elect*«.    City  Election 
76.74  85.30 

7^-79  79-^1 


*  Total  Regisiered  Voters,  Wards  6^  7,  8p  12,  13  and  ig  (Boston) 

Old  System 

1885,.. 12,633 

1886 , ii,66s 

1887. 15,777 

1888. , isoio 


1889- 

1891. 


New  System, 
*.  13*4^3 
..  12^1 
-  13,054 
..   15,675 


5Ip4SS  55,073 

P&puhtion  of  Same  Wards. 
1885  1805 

0^29  99.025 

an  increase  of  796  population,  or  .0081,  in  ten  yea.rs,  equal  to  about  three- 
tenths  of  one  per  cent,  in  four  years.  See  Mass.  Census  of  i8g5*  pp.  62 
and  63  (special  table  comparinir  ward  population  on  old  ward  lines,  new 
ward  liaes  having  been  drawn  in  1895). 
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has,  by  no  means,  broken  tip  parties.     That  it  does,  however, 

secure  to  the  voters  a  free  chance  to  express 
Votine'  FftVAred    *^^''*  views  has  been  most  markedly  shown.     In 

the  State  election  of  November,  1905,  the  can- 
didate for  District  Attorney  for  Boston  and  the  rest  of  Suffolk 
•unty,  nominated  by  both  parties,  was  defeated  by  Mr,  Moraji, 
Who  ^^'as  nominated  solely  by  petition.  This  was  a  clear  protest 
of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  against  what  they  thought  was  a 
cut-and-dried  nomination,  and  a  demonstration  in  favor  of  one 
in  whose  promises  to  attack  established  evils  they  sincerely  be- 
lieved. In  1904,  though  the  State  went  Republican  for  President 
by  92,000,  it  went  Democratic  for  Governor  by  nearly  36,000  on 
the  same  day  and  on  the  same  ballots,  while  again j  Mr.  Curtis 
Guild,  Jr,  RepubUcan,  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  by  over 
30,000  plurality,  a  shifting  of  about  126,000  party  votes,  or  more 
an  one-quarter  of  a  total  vote  of  45o,cxx>.  In  1889,  the  city 
of  Boston,  which  had  just  gone  Democratic  by  a  large  majority 
in  the  State  election,  went  Republican  in  the  municipal  election 
the  very  next  month.  Last  November,  Mr.  Curtis  Guild,  Jr., 
RepubUcan,  was  elected  Governor  by  22,500,  while  Mr.  Eben  S. 
Draper,  also  Republican,  was  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  by 
less  than  2,000  plurality.  Neither  the  Governor  nor  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, however,  received  as  many  votes  as  either  of 
the  Republican  candidates  elected  at  large  for  the  positions  of 
Secretary,  Treasurer  or  Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth.  An 
issue  had  been  made  on  the  tariff,  and  the  chief  issue  had  been 
centered  in  the  candidates  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  as  Mr, 
Guilds  the  candidate  for  Governor,  vms  more  liberal  in  his  con- 
struction of  the  tariif-revision  plank  than  Mr.  Draper,  the  can- 
didate for  Lieutenant-Governor. 

Without  wearying  you  with  further  details  of  this  sort,  I  can 

say,  in  general,  that  wherever  there  has  been  a 
Eeady  Expres-  distinct  public  sentiment  in  any  direction,  it  has 
don  of  P^bUe  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  expression  through  the  ballot,  and 
Sentiment  ,  ,    /  .         t-       -  -      ,    .^ 

the  method  of  markmg  is  so  simple  that  there  is 

no  danger  of  making  a  mistake.  It  is  just  as  easy  and  simple 
to  vote  independently  as  to  vote  *'  straight,"  and  takes  no  more 
time. 


As  to  the  coinplamt  that  there  is  a  falling-off  from  the  head 
of  the  ticket^  "because  the  voters  get  tired  of  voting  and  stop, 
from  sheer  fatigue,"  it  is,  to  be  sure,  generally  true  that  there 
is  a  falhng-oiT  from  the  head  of  the  ticket,  but  this  is  by  no 
means  universally  the  case.  A  careful  analysis  of  the  votes  will 
disclose  the  fact  that  the  voters  voted  for  those  offices  that  in- 
terested them,  and  over  which  there  had  been  some  canvass,  no 
matter  where  located  on  the  ballot.  For  example,  in  some  State 
Senatorial  Districts  where  there  have  been  close  contests,  more 
ballots  have  been  marked  in  those  districts  (or  in  some  wards  of 
those  districts)  for  State  Senator,  though  near  the  end  of  the 
ballot,  than  for  Governor  at  the  head.*  The  total  vote  for  State 
Senators  is  larger,  as  a  rule,  than  the  vote  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  Treasurer  and  Auditor,  which  are  much 
nearer  the  top.  It  would  probably  be  as  large  as  the  vote  for 
Governor,  were  it  not  that,  in  many  Senatorial  Districts,  the 
minority  vote  especially  is  light  as  one  party  or  the  other  ts  so 
tremendously  in  the  ascendant  that  the  only  contest  has  been 
in  the  nomination.  The  election  has  been  a  foregone  conclusion, 
I  base  this  surmise  on  my  examination  of  the  per  cent,  of 
votes  to  registered  voters  cast  for  Senators  in  the  close  Boston 
districts.  I  have  found  it  frequently  exceeds  or  equals  the  per 
cent  cast  for  Governor  at  the  same  election  in  the  whole  city.* 


*  For  example:  (See  Anniial  Reporls,  Dept.  Reg.  VoierSt  Boston.) 
Ward  13,  1889,    33  more  for  Senator  than  for  Governor,  pp.   13  and  a6. 
"     15,  1890,    gj      *'      *'          "          "      " 
"     lU  190J.  367     * '      *'  ''  pp.  84  and  97. 

I,     "         "     "      *'         *•  •'      ••  '*  pp.  84  and  89. 

There  are  doubtless  many  more  instances,  I  have  not  exhausted  even 
the  Boston  Reports  for  senatorial  elections  alone  on  this  point. 

'  The  same  is  true  for  some  Councillor  and  Congressional  Districts  in 
Boston  where  there  have  been  close  contests.  (Only  Boston  statistics 
have  been  examinedO  These  offices  come  after  the  general  state  offices  on 
the  official  ballot. 

(The  pp.  refer  to  Annual  Reports,  Boston  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners, for  the  respective  years.) 
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There  is  also  another  consideration  to  be  borne  in  mind.     Un-        H 

dcr  our  original  Constitution,  framed  by  our  wise  forefathers  m  ^^H 

Massachusetts  J  only  a  few  officials  were  voted  for  in  State  dec-  ^^^H 

tions,  namely,  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor,  Governor's  Coun-       S 

cillor,  County  Commissioners,  State  Senators  and  Representatives.  ^^M 

In  1855,  during  the  "  Kno%v  Notliing  "  movement,  the  Secretary  ^^| 

1892. 

1899.                           ^H 

Vote  for  Governor  .  -  - 

-  84.40 

Vote  for  Governor  . .  *  *  61 .  78                  V 

8th  Congress.  Dist.  » ^ 

,  at.41,  p.  13 

8th  Senatorial  Dist.  -*  63.34,  P-  36         H 

nth        "'            ■'     . 

*  85.29,  p.  19 

9th                             "*  63.73,  p.  37^J 

7th  Senatorial    '*      - 

.  84.39.  p.  a6 

1900.                           ^^^1 

isga. 

Vole  lor  Governor  *  - .  73.40              ^^B 

Vote  for  Governor  * .  • 

.  8o.gs,  P*   8 

8th  Congress.  Dist,  * .  ■  74.85,  p,  38         H 

2d  Senatorial  Dist.*.- 

■  81.76,  p.  II 

lOth                             ..*  8o.44.p.4<         ■ 

.  80.81,  p.  16 

mb                     *     ...  78.35.  p.  4^         ■ 

^V                          iSm. 

2d  ConnciUor      *'      ■'74  33.  P- 47          H 

2d  Senatorial      *'      *--  74'33,  p.  50         H 

^m         Vote  for  Governor  *  • . 

■  75.86 

5th         ■*                   ...  7S  13.  p.  S3         1 

^H         gth  Congress.  Dist. .  < 

*  75.33*  p.    8 

7th         ^'            •'      ■■■  77*53.  p.  55 

■         loth 

*  76,4?,  p.  18 

8th         ''            "...  74.49,  p.  ^6 

^M         1st  SenatonaJ 

<  76.74.  p.  30 

9th         '*            *•      -'76.3^.  P^  57 

■        ?d 

*  75'38»  P'  ^i 

■        6th 

.  75  33.  p.  25 

1901, 

■        Ttb        *' 

*  75.54.  P*  36 

Vote  for  Governor  ....  68.38,  p.  33 

H      atii 

^  75  S3r  P-  27 

8th  Senatorial  Dist...-  71.07,  p.  34 

H                      1895. 

9th         '*           **         ■  70.98.  p.  35 

^M         Vote  for  Governor  .  -  * 

•  7^'4J 

1903. 

^H         3d  Senatorial  Dist.  - « ^ 

■   78.73,  p.  25 

Vote  for  Governor  -  -  •  <  76*41 

■       nh       *^ 

.   78.91*  p.  ag 

nth  Congress.  Dist.  *-  79.22,  p.  37 

1                                   1897. 

7th  Senatorial       "     ..  78,08.  p,  37 

8th         ''               "         80.73.  P- 38 

^M        Vote  for  Governor  •  ■  - 

.  64.03 

9th        "               "     ..  78.34.  p.  39 

H        2d  Senatorial  Dist.*.* 

.  64,06,  p,  33 

1903. 

1                                  '^' 

Vote  for  Governor 74,76 

^H        Vote  for  Governor  *  •  • 

.  69.62 

ist  Senatorial  Dist.  ...  77.23,  p*  89 

^V        gth  Congress.  Disc.  ^ « 

■  70,79,  p.  37 

8th         **           -       ...  75.22.  p.  9«S 

■        loth 

■  71.45.  p.  30 

9th         "           •'      •*    76.iS*p.97 

H         1st  Senatorial     " 

.  70.92,  p,  31 

H        ad 

-  69.76.  p,  3a 

1904. 

H        Ttb         ** 

•  70,51.  p.  37 

Vote  for  GovcniOT  - .  *  80.56,  p.  86 

H       gtli 

■  70  34.  P*  39 

nth  CongT««.  Dist,  **  80.37,  p.  97 
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of  the  CommonweaJth,  who  has  no  political  powers  whatsoever, 
.  .  but  is  merely  a  responsible  head  clerk  of  a  large 

Blftcti'^'fi^^OffinftiL  ^^^^  important  oflBce,  the  Treasurer  and  the  Au- 
ditor, who  also  represent  no  public  policy,  the 
Attorney- General,  District  Attorneys,  Sheriffs,  Special  Commis- 
sioners»  Commissioners  of  Insoh^ency,  Registers  of  Deeds,  Re- 
gisters of  Probate  and  Clerks  of  Court,  were  all  made  elective- 
As  a  rule,  there  has  been  no  public  canvass  for  these  non-political 
oHicials,  and  the  people  at  large  take  little  interest  in  them ;  not 
one  voter  in  a  hundred  can  name  one-half  of  his  party's  candi- 
dates for  these  purely  administrative  offices  after  he  has  left  the 
polling  booth.  For  the  large,  non-political  State  offices,  the  Re- 
publican candidates,  (with  one  exception,  where  there  was  a 
scandal  reported),  have  been  invariably  elected  since  the  Civil 
War,  and  in  the  other  non -political  positions,  one  party  or  the 
other  has,  in  most  districts,  regularly  carried  the  elections,  ex- 
cepting where  there  has  been  some  strong  personal  objec- 
tion ,to  a  candidate,  and  a  strong  independent  movement 
Where  such  instances  have  occurred,  the  vote  has  been  large; 
but  it  is  natural,  and  indeed  only  an  indication  of  the  free- 
dom of  expression  of  public  volition,  through  the  ballot  system, 
that  the  vote  has  been  somewhat  lighter,  as  a  rule,  for  the  non- 
political  oflfices  exciting  no  public  attention.  A  careful  canvass, 
made  in  several  polling  precincts,  has  disclosed  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  persons  prefer  not  to  vote  for  those  officials  in  whom 
they  have  no  interest,  and  of  whose  capacity  and  fitness  they  are 
not  aware. 

Another  bit  of  evidence  to  show  that  the  falling  off  in  the 
vote  is  not  because  of  the  inability  of  the  voter 
to  mark,  or  because  he  "  gets  tired/'  is  that  the 
falling  off  is  just  about  in  the  same  proportion 
in  those  wards  where  the  voters  are  largely  made  up  of  clerks, 
cashiers  and  business  men,  as  it  is  in  those  wards  made  up 
chiefly  of  manual  laborers^ 

Nor  is  it  true  that  there  ts  always  a  falling  off  in  the  order  in 

^  Ward  ij,  for  example,  which  cast  more  votes  for  Senator  than  for 
Governor  in  1899.  cotiiained  a  larger  per  cent,  of  manual  laborers  than  an]r 
other  ward  of  Boston. 
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which  the  offices  stand.  For  example*  in  the  presidaitial  elec- 
tion of  1904,  the  total  vote  for  President  was  4,000  less  than  the 
total  for  Governor,  though  the  vote  for  Roosevelt  %vas  so  vet^ 
much  greater  than  it  was  for  the  Republican  gubernatorial  can- 
didate. The  explanation  seems  to  have  been  that  the  election 
of  President  Roosevelt  was  a  foregone  conclusion,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  contest  for  Governor  was  close.  Again,  in  the 
same  year,  the  Republican  candidate  for  Lieutenant-Governor, 
who  stood  in  the  third  group  on  the  ballot,  did  not  get  as  many 
votes  as  the  Republican  candidates  respectively  for  Secretary^ 
Treasurer,  Auditor  or  Attorney- General,  who  came  !ower  down 
on  the  ballot,  the  movement  for  a  Democratic  Governor  appar- 
ently having  its  effect  upon  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  but  not 
upon  the  other  State  officials.  Again,  the  candidate  for  At- 
torney-General, Mr.  Herbert  Parker,  who  had  conducted  several 
causes  celebres  in  a  most  fair*minded,  dignified  and  able  manner, 
casting  great  credit  upon  the  office,  and  arousing  the  good 
opinion  of  all  thoughtful  citizens,  though  he  was  in  the  seventh 
group,  received  more  votes  than  any  one  in  the  four  groups 
preceding  him. 

Again,  the  falling  off  is  not  excessive.  It  is  only  from  five 
per  cent  to  ten  per  cent.,  and  tasually  more  in  the  minority  party 
.  than  in  the  majority,  so  that  the  results  are  not 

Ezce^  **      changed,  excepting  where  there  is  an  indepen- 

dent movement.  Even  before  the  Australian 
Ballot  Law  was  introduced,  where,  as  in  New  York,  ballots  were 
put  in  different  urns  for  national  and  State  offices,  there  was 
found  to  be  about  the  same  falling  off  between  the  total  vote 
for  President  and  the  total  vote  for  Assemblyman  in  1888  as  is 
now  found  on  the  Massachusetts  ballot.  Indeed,  this  falling  off 
represents  only  the  falling  off  of  public  interest.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  party  column  and  single  mark  manufacture  an  appear- 
ance of  interest  in  the  minor  offices  that  does  not  really  exist,  and 
tend  to  carry  all  nominations  along  with  the  momentum  given 
by  a  respectable  heading  of  the  ticket,  while  the  Massachusetts 
system  compels,  what  we  believe  to  be  a  most  valuable  feature, 
separate  consideration  for  each  office  to  be  filled. 

As  ex-Mayor  Quincy  of  Boston  said  at  the   Election   Laws 
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Conference  in  New  York  (1906),  he  did  ijot  see  why  a  voter  did 
not  have  as  good  a  right  to  omit  marking  candidates  for  special 
offices  as  to  stay  away  from  the  polls  altogether.  The  percent- 
age of  registered  voters  who  do  not  come  to  die  polls  in  the  state 
at  large  is  seldom  les^  than  15  and  sometimes  nins  up  to  38. 
The  falling  oil  in  the  vote  for  Governor  between  a  presidential 
year  and  the  "  off  "  years  following  is  usually  far  greater  than 
the  falling  off  from  Governor  to  the  other  State  officers  in  the 
same  year. 

As  to  the  claim  that  the  one  whose  surname  begins  with  A 
has  an  advantage  over  the  one  whose  surname  begins  with 
W  in  the  same  group  on  the  ballot,  there  is  just  a  slight  basis 
T^,  1  k  V  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  contention.  In  some  minor 
icftl  A^  titaj^A  ^^^^^'  ^^^^  which  there  has  been  no  contest, 
particularly  where  four  or  five  vacancies  of  the 
same  kind  and  in  the  same  group  are  to  be  filled,  such  as  mem- 
bers of  school  committees,  assessors  of  taxes^  and  the  like,  and 
especially  where  the  candidates  have  been  nominated  on  non- 
partisan or  citizens'  tickets,  an  initial  letter  early  in  the  alphabet 
has  been  a  decided  advantage.  But  even  in  these  minor  offices 
this  has  not  been  true  where  there  has  been  a  public  contest,  as 
has  been  proven  over  and  over  again. 

In  the  more  important  State  offices,  in  recent  years,  it  has  al- 
most always  been  the  fact  that  the  person  elected  has  been  low 
down  alphabetically  in  the  group.  For  example,  the  name  of 
Governor  Douglass,  elected  by  such  a  large  majority  in  1904,  in 
the  face  of  the  overwhelming  Republican  vote  for  President, 
was  last  in  the  group  of  candidates  for  Governor.  Mr.  Curtis 
Guild,  Jn,  who  was  elected  Republican,  notwithstanding  this 
State  landslide  towards  Democracy,  stood  next  to  the  last  in  his 
gfroup,  and  just  after  the  Democratic  candidate  whom  he  de- 
feated. Mr.  01  in,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  stood 
last  in  his  group,  Mr,  Turner,  Republican  candidate,  elected 
for  Auditor,  stood  last  in  his,  and  Mr,  Herbert  Parker,  elected 
Attorney*General  by  a  large  vote  for  that  office,  stood  third  on 
his,  following  the  Democratic  candidate,  all  those  elected  receiv- 
ing unusually  large  votes,  as  already  stated.  So,  in  1905,  Mr, 
Curtis  Guild,  Jr.,  elected  Governor,  stood  fourth,     Mr.  Eben  S, 
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Draper  stood  third  in  his  group,  while  Mr*  Henry  M,  Whitney, 
who  got  an  unusually  large  vote  for  a  Democrat,  stood  fiflli  in 
the  same  group,  and  the  Republican  candidates  elected  for  Audi- 
tor and  Attorney-General  were  the  last  and  tlie  next  to  the 
last,  respectively,  in  their  groups. 

In  the  last  municipal  election  in  Boston  for  which  we  have 
statistics  (1904),  neither  with  the  Aldermen  nor  with  the  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Common  Council  was  the  si^e  of  the  vote  in  the 
alphabetical  order  of  those  elected.  The  thirteen  Aldermen 
were  elected  at  large,  out  of  a  group  of  forty-five  names,  bitt  the 
man  at  the  very  end  of  this  long  group  had  the  largest  vote. 
Members  of  the  Common  Council  are  elected^  three  in  each  of 
the  twenty-five  wards.  There  were  fifteen  wards  in  1904  in 
which  the  size  of  the  vote  of  those  elected  was  not  according  to 
the  alphabetical  order,  and  only  ten  in  which  it  was.  In  several 
wards,  the  first  were  last  and  the  last  first.*- 

In  the  recent  Cambridge  city  election,  the  vote  for  thirteen 
Aldermen,  all  elected  at  large,  has  again  flatly  contradicted  the 
alphabetical  theory,  I  have  the  word  of  the  most  experienced 
ballot  law  commissioner  that  the  initial-letter  theory  is  practi- 
cally a  my  til. 

As  to  the  popularity  of  the  Massachusetts  system,  we  can  say 
,  that,  though  several  attempts  have  been  made  to 

'ftSrtfti^  adopt  the  party  column  and  single  mark  system, 

they  have  been  always  defeated,  and  in  the  last 
effort,  some  years  agOj  voting  booths  were  put  up  by  a  commit* 
tee  of  the  Election  Laws  League  in  the  legislative  committee 
room  of  the  State  House,  where  the  hearing  was  held,  and  public 
demonstration  was  made  that  it  was  possible  to  distinguish,  by 
the  time  spent  in  the  booth,  between  the  voter  on  the  one  hand 
who  voted  "  straight,"  and  wished  to  show  he  had  done  so  by 
coming  quickly  out  as  soon  as  he  had  made  his  single  mark,  and 
on  the  other  hand,  the  voter  who  voted  to  any  extent  indepen- 
dently; also  that  with  the  party  column  and  single-mark  system, 
errors  in  counting  were  much  more  likely  to  be  made,  and  confus- 
ion was  caused  in  the  mind  of  the  independent  voter  as  to  the 
method  of  marking.    This  demonstration  was  so  conclusive  that 

*  Pp.  lOg  to  121,  Report  of  Ekctbn  Commissioners.  Boston,  for  1904. 
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00  attempt  has  since  been  made  to  introduce  the  party  column 
system  in  Massachusetts, 

We  have  a  very  good  illustration  of  the  popularity  of  the 
Massachusetts  system  in  the  case  of  the  320  towns  in  the  State. 
They  all  know  the  Australian  system,  because  they  have  to  use 
it  in  State  elections,  but  in  their  own  town  elections  they  are  free 
to  use  it  or  not  as  they  please*  Almost  every  considerable  town 
in  the  State,  after  full  knowledge  of  the  system,  has  adopted  the 
Massachusetts  method,  and  taking  all  the  towns  together,  large 
and  small,  the  same  can  be  said  of  two-thirds  of  them,  it  be- 
ing mostly  the  very  smallest  towns  in  w^hich  the  system  has  not 
been  adopted.  The  method  is  also  used  in  the  election  of 
overseers  at  Harvard  College,  and  throughout  the  State,  almost 
universally,  as  if  by  common  consent,  in  any  election  in  which 
a  considerable  number  of  persons  take  part. 

As  to  counting  the  ballots,  it  takes  no  longer  than  it  used  to 
under  the  o!d  system  of  voting  by  separate  ballots,  wherever 
there  were  split  tickets,  though  it  takes  longer  than  when  the 
tickets  were  all  **  straight,"  which,  however,  was  not  usually  the 
case.  Just  how  long  it  would  take  to  count  in  comparison  with 
the  party  column  system,  I  have  no  way  of  measuring.  1  should 
assume,  however,  that  where  most  of  the  voters  verted  the 
straight  ticket,  it  would  be  easier  to  count  under  the  New  York 
system,  but  that  where  there  is  much  scratching,  there  would 
not  be  much  difference  in  time,  but  much  more  chance  of  error 
in  the  party  column  system. 
As  to  nomination  by  petition  in  Massachusetts,  as  a  rule,  two 
days  after  the  last  day  for  filing  the  nominations 
by  caucus  or  convention  are  allowed  for  filing 
nominations  by  petition.  For  the  Governor  or 
any  other  official  elected  by  the  State  at  large,  there  must  be  at 
least  a  thousand  signatures  of  voters,  and  for  every  other  offi- 
cial, one  for  every  hundred  votes  cast  for  Governor  within  the 
District  at  the  preceding  State  election,  but  not  less  than  fifty 
for  a  State  or  municipal  election,  and  not  less  than  twenty  for 
a  town.  That  means  about  200  for  Mayor  of  Worecester,  nearly 
t,ooo  for  Mayor  of  Boston,  and  fifty  for  State  Senator  and 
Rcpresentalive,  for  examples. 
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To  sum  up,  under  the  Massachusetts  system^  the  ballots  are 
rapidly  and  easily  marked.  There  is  no  delay  or  blocking,  even 
at  very  large  precincts.  The  voters  are  not  kept  from  voting, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  come  to  the  polls  more  than  before  the 
system  was  adof>ted.  The  less  educated,  and  even  those  accus- 
tomed chiefly  to  manual  labor,  mark  their  ballots  intelligently  and 
clearly.  There  is  little  falling-off  in  the  vote  from  the  head  of 
the  ticket  to  offices  lower  down,  except  for  offices  that  do  not  in- 
terest the  public,  and  even  there,  in  no  way  of  itself,  does  this 
falling  off  alter  the  results.  On  the  other  hand,  each  office  gets 
separate  consideration,  and  this  tends  to  raise  the  character  of 
the  nominations  for  the  less  important  offices  on  the  ticket.  The 
alphabetical  order  makes  practically  no  ditference,  in  cases  where 
the  public  have  an  opinion  to  express,  and  the  system  is  popular 
with  the  people,  and  even  the  party  workers  have  to  profess  to 
like  it,  whether  they  do  or  not,^ 

'  Note  on  the  Rhode  Island  experience, 

Rhode  Island  has  recently  gone  from  the  Massachusetts  system  lo  the 
New  York  single  mark  method.  The  test,  especially  in  the  cities  m  Rhode 
Island,  was  very  severe.  The  State  and  municipai  elections  were  held  the 
same  day.  That  State  has  an  tmusually  large  number  of  offices  filled  by 
election  that  are  usually  appointive  in  Other  States,  and  in  addition  to 
that,  the  members  of  the  Legislature  are  elected  ai  large  in  the  citieSt  so 
that  the  voters  in  ProvideTice  have  candidates  from  which  to  choose 
eleven  members  on  iheir  ballot.  In  addition  to  that,  the  authorities  have 
persisted  (against  remonstrances)  in  folding  this  very  long  official  ballot 
in  a  way  to  mislead  the  voters  as  much  as  possible. 

The  claim  publicly  made  that  one  ballot  was  found  with  a  cross  well 
made  for  the  head  of  a  ticket,  a  poorly  made  cross  for  the  next,  and  a 
mere  curved  mark  for  the  third,  as  an  illtistration  of  the  fatigue  of  the 
voters,  is  hardly  worth  serious  con  si  deration,  It  is  much  more  likely  that 
this  was  so  marked  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  evidence,  or  that  it 
was  tampered  with  on  a  recount. 


The  Initiative  and  the  Referendum* 


By  LOUIS  F,  POST,  Chicago, 
Editor  of  "The  Publk.'* 


The  New  Eng- 
land Town 
Meating-. 


Were  I  asked  to  single  out  the  most  distinctively  American  of 
all  our  political  institutions,  I  should  name  the  New  England 
town  meeting.  Yet  I  am  influenced  by  no  New  England  bias.  A 
Dutchman  from  the  fresh  water  streams  and 
hilly  horizons  of  northern  New  Jersey,  I  merely 
acknowledge  what  no  one  can  fairly  deny»  The 
New  England  town  meeting  has  woven  its  story 
Into  the  history  of  the  whole  Republic,  and  its  lessons,  pregnant 
with  democracy,  have  been  learned  in  every  township. 

Of  course,  New  England  cannot  claim  priority  of  invention. 
In  some  form  or  other,  the  town  meeting  has  always  existed. 
They  had  it  in  Athens  and  in  Rome ;  it  was  once  a  Scandinavian 
institution,  and  also  a  Germanic;  even  in  Russia  its  survival  in 
some  localities  after  centuries  of  centralized  despotism  has  pre- 
served a  degree  of  liberty  in  local  affairs  down  to  our  own  day. 
It  prevailed  in  England  until  the  development  of  landlordism 
had  undermined  it  and  made  way  for  the  Norman  conquest;  and 
Switzerland  has  not  only  maintained  it  unimpaired  but  has  vastly 
improved  it.  The  oldest  mode  of  government  known — dating 
back  historically  to  times  whereof  the  memory  of  man  ntnneth 
not  to  the  contrary,  and  by  sociological  inference  to  the  very 
earliest  political  organizations — the  town  meeting  cannot  indeed 
be  called  a  New  England  tnstilution  in  the  sense  of  original  in- 
vention. But  does  not  the  notable  transplanting  here  by  New 
England  of  this  ancient  institution,  together  with  the  supreme 
importance  of  its  influence  upon  the  political  development  of  our 
whole  country,  fully  warrant  my  opening  statement?    Isn't  it 
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true  that  the  most  distinctly  American  of  all  our  political  institu- 
tions is  the  New  England  town  meeting? 

May  we  not  add  that  it  is  also  one  of  our  best?  ConvinGed 
that  it  is,  1  earnestly  urge  the  advisability  of  extending  its  ap- 
plication and  perfecting  it  in  form.  To  this  end  let  me  invite  a 
moment's  preliminary  reflection  upon  its  nature. 

What  is  the  essential  principle  of  the  New  England  town  meet- 
ing? I  take  it  to  be  two- fold:  first,  municipal  home  rule;  and, 
second,  direct  legislation.  With  the  home-rule  feature  this  paper 
has  little  to  do.  We  ought,  how  eve  r^  to  observe  in  passing  that 
the  idea  of  municipal  home  rule  is  coming  into  more  general 
acceptance  as  the  problems  of  municipal  government  attract 
greater  attention  and  cause  closer  study.  This  fact  may  suggest 
their  error  to  such  of  our  friends  as  imagine  that  direct  legis- 
lation in  the  United  States  is  a  far  cry.  The  same  political  im- 
pulses that  are  speeding  us  on  to  the  policy  of  home  rule  for 
municipalities  are  likewise  speeding  us  on  to  direct  legislation  in 
municipalities.  Indeed,  without  people's  rule  at  home,  home  rule 
would  be  a  delusion;  for  home  rule  by  local  dynasties,  whether 
political  or  financial,  is  as  undemocratic  as  imperial  centralization. 

That  the  truth  of  this  is  felt  by  the  people  is  evident  from  the 
fact,  for  fact  it  is,  that  the  New  England  town-meeting  principle, 
not  only  in  its  home  rule  aspect  but  also  in  its  direct-legislation 
aspect,  is  taking  a  hold  upon  public  opinion  such  as  has  not  been 
experienced  before  in  many  a  year.  I  doubt  if  it  has  been  so 
strongly  felt  in  America  since  the  time  when  Thomas  Hooker  and 
his  congregation,  faithful  churchmen  though  they  were,  migrated 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  Connecticut  wilderness  rather  than 
countenance  a  town-meeting  system  which  limited  the  suffrage 
to  church  members.  It  is  with  the  principle  that  moved  Hooker's 
congregation  to  quit  Massachusetts  that  I  am  here  chiefly  con- 
cerned,— ^the  same  principle  that  moved  Abraham  Lincoln  two 
centuries  later  to  proclaim  as  the  American  political  ideal  that 
government  must  be  not  only  of  the  people  and  for  the  people  but 
by  the  people.  And  this  ideal  can  be  realized  in  no  other  way, 
I  confidently  submit,  than  by  some  such  adaptation  of  the  town 
meeting  principle  of  direct  legislation  as  is  offered  by  the  Initia- 
tive and  the  Referendum. 


p 


Definitioiis. 


By  the  Initiative  we  understand  the  reservation  to  the  people 
of  the  power  of  originating  legislation  by  direct  vote;  the 
Referendum  is  the  reservation  to  the  people  of 
the  power,  al&o  by  direct  vote,  of  vetohig  the 
objectionable  legislation  of  representatives.  Considered  as  cor- 
relative methods  of  popular  government,  the  two  dififer  from  the 
town-meeting  system  only  in  their  adaptation  of  its  essential  prin- 
ciple  to  larger  uses.  At  the  old  town  meeting  the  people  voted  on 
questions  of  public  policy  orally  or  by  show  of  hands  and  in  tht 
confusion  of  a  mass  meeting.  This  was  direct  legislation  in  its 
narrowest  and  crudest  form.  In  its  broadest  and  most  refined 
ami  effective  form,  direct  legislation  is  by  the  Initiative  and  the 
Referendum.  For  the  confusion  of  mass  meetings  these  substi- 
tute campaigns  of  general  discussion,  culminating  in  individual 
voting  by  ballot.  In  place  of  popular  legislation  on  all  subjects, 
as  at  our  old  town  meetings,  they  would  repose  legislative  au- 
thorit>'  in  representative  bodies  precisely  as  now,  but  would  safe- 
guard this  delegation  of  authority  by  reserving  to  the  people 
their  inherent  power  of  command  and  veto,  to  be  exercised  at  all 
seasonable  times  and  with  reference  to  all  legislative  subjects. 
They  would  enable  the  people  themselves,  who  are  the  ultimate 
source  of  governing  authority,  to  compel  legislation  if  the  legis- 
lature were  laggard,  and  to  stop  legislation  if  the  legislature  were 
swift.  Designed  to  guide  and  govern  legislation  with  reference 
rather  to  principle  and  policy  than  to  detail  and  form,  the  Initia- 
tive and  the  Referendum  are  to  the  old  New  England  town  meet- 
ing as  is  a  modern  dwelling  house  to  the  old  log  cabin.  Perfected 
in  form,  and  general  as  well  as  local  in  application,  they  would 
operate  comprehensively,  in  all  respects  and  at  all  times,  for 
securing  to  the  people  their  sovereign  powers  unimpaired;  and 
thereby,  as  we  contend,  they  would  continuously  and  effectively 
guard  the  people  from  misrepresentation  by  representatives. 

In  their  comprehensive  application,  the  Initiative  and  the 
Referendum  originated  with  the  Swiss,  these  correlative  methods 
of  direct  legislation  having  now  been  available  to 
the  people  of  Switzerland  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Their  character  and  effect  in  that 
democratic  oasis  of  Europe  is  tersely  described  by  McCracken  in 
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his  inspiring  story,  "  The  Rise  of  the  Swiss  Republic."  He  says 
diat  they  have  developed  '*  the  Swiss  people  into  a  nation  gov- 
erning itself  upon  an  almost  ideal  plan,  directly,  logically  and 
without  intermediaries."  But  this  ideal  plan  is  only  a  common 
sense  adaptation  to  larger  constituencies  and  newer  conditions,  of 
the  essential  principle  of  the  same  town-meeting  customs  which 
Americans  trace  to  New  England,  and  with  which  the  Swiss 
were  familiar  half  a  thousand  years  before  there  was  a  New 
England, 

Genuine  Americanism  has  no  call  to  quarrel  with  this  plan 
whence  soever  it  may  have  come.  The  town -meeting  parentage 
of  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendurap  which  in  itself  commends 
them  to  our  favorable  consideration,  is  coupled  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  should  appeal  to  our  patriotic  sympathies.  For 
the  Swiss  initiative  and  referendum  sprang  out  of  that  revival 
of  the  democratic  spirit  in  Europe  which  culminated  in  the 
French  revolution  of  1830,  and  brought  to  an  end  the  era  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings.  A  democratic  republic  like  ours,  whose 
, boast  it  is  that  the  people  are  sovereign  and  even  their  highest 
'official  is  their  servant,  stultifies  itself  if  it  rejects  as  a  foreign 
exotic  what  is  in  fact  a  weapon  for  the  security  of  popular  gov- 
ernment. There  is  another  reason  still  for  turning  a  deaf  ear  to 
those  who  argue  that  the  Swiss  initiative  aiid  referendum  are 
alien  institutions.  Not  alone  do  these  correlated  devices  appeal 
to  American  democracy  because  they  were  bom  of  the  democratic 
spirit.  Not  only  do  tliey  demand  our  favorable  consideration 
because  they  are  logical  developments  of  the  town-meeting  prin- 
ciple of  our  own  New  England.  Beyond  these  primary  con- 
siderations they  are  historically  American  even  in  scope  and 
form,  albeit  the  historical  American  form  is  imperfect.  The 
Swiss  did  no  more  in  this  matter  than  to  perfect  a  form  of 
democratic  government  which  we  had  long  before  invented  and 
crudely  used. 

Having  always  recognized  the  democratic  principle  that  sover- 
eignty resides  in  the  people,  we  began  our  constitution-making 
wiUi  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendum.     Mas- 
sachusetts took  the  lead  with  the  Referendum  as 
long  ago  as   1778.    The  constitution  then  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  people  was  defeated,  but  in  1779  a  similar  referen- 
dum resulted  favorably.  Other  States  followed,  and  in  1821 
New  York  joined  this  democratic  procession.  Since  that  time 
the  custom  has  been  almost  unbroken  among  American  States. 
The  exceptions,  other  than  those  connected  with  the  secession 
period  of  1860-61,  are  Florida  in  1838,  Mississippi  hi  1890,  South 
Carolina  and  Delaware  in  1895,  and  Louisiana  in  1898.  In  each 
of  these  instances,  however,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
Florida,  the  unconcealed  purpose  of  denying  the  referendom  was 
in  contravention  of  the  fundamental  American  doctrine  that  sov- 
ereignty resides  with  the  people. 

As  with  the  organic  Referendum  so  with  the  organic  Initia- 
tive, the  former  having  as  a  rule  in  the  United  States  been  ac- 
companied by  the  latter.  It  is  said  to  have  been  quite  as  common 
(perhaps  there  have  been  fewer  exceptions  to  the  rule),  for  the 
people  by  direct  vote  to  initiate  the  calling  of  conventions  to  for- 
mulate new  constitutions,  as  it  has  been  for  them  to  pass  by  re- 
ferendum upon  new  constitutions  when  fonnulated.  Just  as 
Massachusetts  was  the  American  pioneer  witJi  the  organic  Re- 
ferendum, so  Georgia  appears  to  have  been  with  the  organic 
Initiative.  Back  in  1777,  a  year  before  the  Massachusetts  re- 
ferendum, Georgia  provided  in  her  constitution  for  an  initiative  by 
requiring  that  the  constitution  should  not  be  altered  "  without 
petitions  from  a  majority  of  the  counties,  the  petition  from  each 
county  to  be  signed  by  a  majority  of  voters."  But  thereupon 
the  legislature  was  required  to  call  a  convention  to  amend  the 
constitution,  the  call  to  specify  "  the  alterations  to  be  made  ac- 
cording to  the  petitions/' 

With  so  broad  a  recognition  of  popular  sovereignty,  advances 
from  the  generals  of  the  constitutional  to  the  particulars  of  the 
legislative  initiative  and  referendum  were  natural  and  logical 
Does  not  the  greater  include  the  less?  If  a  people  can  directly 
dictate  general  constitutional  powers  and  limitations,  why  may 
they  not  directly  dictate  specific  legislation?  There  is  but  one 
valid  reason  to  the  contrary.  In  establishing  general  powers  and 
limitatioas  in  tiieir  organic  law,  they  may  have  delegated  their 
specific  powers.  In  such  a  case  it  is  clear  that  they  cannot  with- 
out revolution  resume  those  powers  otherwise  than  by  the  con- 
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stitiUional  metliods  wliich  they  themselves  have  established.  But 
this  reason  would  obviously  fail  in  aixy  case  in  which  the  people 
by  their  constitution  either  did  not  create  a  legislative  agency 
with  exclusive  powers ,  or  did  reserve  to  themselves  the  right 
not  only  of  organic  but  also  of  legislative  initiative  and 
referendum. 

Moreover,  our  courts  have  completely  established  the  rule  that 
though  legislative  power  be  so  conferred  upon  a 
legislative  body  as  to  prevent  a  general  transfer 
of  that  power  by  that  body,  even  to  the  people 
themselves,  yet  a  transfer  of  the  power  for  local  purposes  and 
within  local  limitations  may  be  made  not  only  to  local  and  sub- 
ordinate legislative  bodies,  but  to  the  people  of  the  respective 
localities.  This  is  a  clear  judicial  acknowledgment  of  the  Initia- 
tive and  the  Referendum  as  American  institutions. 

And  both  have  been  resorted  to  in  the  United  States  for  many 
local  purposes  and  over  a  long  period  of  time.  The  mere 
recital  of  instances  would  astonish  some  of  the  patriotic  objectors 
who  denounce  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendum  as  foreign.  If 
any  institution  is  more  distintively  American  than  another,  and 
this  without  reference,  if  you  please,  to  its  town-meeting  origin 
and  its  use  in  constitution- making,  but  with  reference  only  to 
the  statutory  history  of  the  States  of  the  American  Union,  it  is 
the  institution  of  tlxe  Initiative  and  the  Referendum*  "  They  eac- 
1st  together  in  fact  if  not  in  name  in  nearly  all  the  States  of  the 
Union."  So  says  Dr.  Oberholtzer  in  his  work  on  "  The  Re- 
ferendum in  America/*  a  book  which  is  without  bias  unless  the 
bias  be  against  the  general  initiative  and  referenduin  that  I  am 
advocating.  It  is  withal  a  book  whose  claims  to  be  "  an  un- 
varnished historical  account  **  are  justly  made,  and  I  cordially 
acknowledge  indebtedness  to  it  for  most  of  the  statements  of  fact 
in  this  papen  According  to  Dr.  Oberholtzer  the  legislative  re- 
ferendum in  the  United  States  dates  back  some 
e  egis  a  ve  f^^ritv  years  earlier  than  the  period  of  its  beein- 
HeferendaiiL  ■     c    v      i     ^      t.  i:    *  *  ^  * 

nmgs  m  Switzerland.     It  was  first  resorted  to 

by  Maryland,  which  in  1 825  referred  to  the  voters  of  each 
county  the  question  of  establishing  free  primary  schools,  the  law 
to  become  operative  only  in  those  cotmties  in  which  a  majority 


of  the  votes  cast  on  the  question  were  in  the  afHrmative,  Penn- 
sylvania established  a  school -district  referendum  on  the  same  sub- 
ject in  1836,  and  in  1849  New  York  also  made  the  subject  a 
referendum  issue.  Meanwhile,  Virginia  in  1837  and  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1842  provided  for  submission  to  local  referendum  of 
questions  of  local  public  subscriptions  to  internal  improvements. 
From  these  beginnings  the  local  or  municipal  referendum  has 
grown  into  a  common  American  custom,  and  the  local  initiative 
has  kept  pace  with  it.  To  quote  again  from  Dr.  Oberholtzer's 
excellent  historical  work,  "  both  have  been  developing  side  by 
side  until  they  have  become  familiar  to  us  by  general  usage  in  all 
but  every  State  in  the  great  American  Republic." 

Among  the  local  questions  which  it  has  long  been  customary 
in  the  United  States  to  submit  to  local  referendum  eidier  with 
or  without  the  aid  of  the  initiative,  we  find  civil  service  regula* 
tions  and  minority  representation,  as  well  as  the  care  of  the 
poor,  highway  control,  the  subdivision  of  counties^  and  the  or- 
ganization of  townships.  A  very  general  subject  of  local  refer- 
endum is  the  foaning  of  public  credit^  and  another  is  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money.  One  of  the  oldest  is  the  question  of 
public  subscriptions  to  private  enterprises,  and  among  the  new- 
est are  the  adoption  of  voting  machines  and  the  question  of 
granting  public-utility  franchises.  In  sheep-raising  sections  re- 
gulations for  compensation  for  sheep  killed  by  dogs  have  been 
made  a  subject  of  referendum.  Out  of  the  patriotism  of  the 
Civil  War  period  have  come  local  referendums  on  erecting  sol- 
diers' manuments  at  public  expense,  and  in  Ohio  the  erection  of 
local  monuments  to  the  memory  of  "  Mad  "  Anthony  Wayne 
were  by  genera!  law  long  ago  made  a  subject  of  local  referendum. 
In  cities  we  have  had  referendums  on  the  question  of  selling  beer 
on  Sunday.  And  is  not  the  local -option  liquor  referendum  fami- 
liar everywhere?  The  submission  of  city  char- 
jjoeai  upxion,  ^^^^  ^^  referendum  has  come  to  be  well  nigh  re- 
garded as  a  cherished  right,  while  such  questions  as  levying  taxes 
for  special  purposes,  exempting  industrial  enterprises,  and  re- 
moving county  seats  have  long  been  referendum  subjects  of  gen- 
eral recognition  as  such.  Like  the  man  who  had  been  reading 
prose  all  his  life  without  knowing  it,  we  have  habitual!y,  even  if 
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unawares,  been  using  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendum  ever 
since  Jackson's  time. 

Who  shall  say,  then,  that  South  Dakota,  the  first  of  our  States 
to  adopt  the  general  Initiative  and  Referendutn,  imported  them 
from  Europe?  Even  if  thear  particular  form  and  scope  were 
borrowed  from  Switzerland,  where  they  had  been  in  actual  and 
satisfactory  operation,  who  can  deny  that  the  idea  was  absolutely 
American?  We  have  seen  that  it  is  an  established  principle  of 
American  jurisprudence  as  well  as  American  polity  to  consider 
that  all  legislative  power  inheres  in  the  people:  that  it  remains 
with  them  unless  they  delegate  it  by  constitutional  provision ;  and 
that  it  returns  to  them  if  by  constitutional  amendment  they  re- 
voke the  delegated  authority.  Now,  the  people 
The  South  ^f  South  Dakota  did  nothing  more  than  to  re- 

voke, constitutionally,  the  legislative  authority 
they  had  previously  delegated.  But  when  that 
was  done,  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendum,  as  inherent  powers 
of  the  people,  were  ipsa  facto  revived.  The  people  of  South 
Dakota  did  not  import  a  Swiss  invention ;  they  resumed  an 
American  power. 

Their  Constitution  of  1889  having  delegated  the  l^slative 
power  of  the  people  to  a  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  their 
amendment  of  1898  so  altered  this  delegation  of  power  as  ex- 
pressly to  reserve  thereafter  to  themselves,  firsts  the  right,  upon 
petition  signed  by  a  percentage  of  the  voters,  to  propose  meas- 
ures which  the  legislature  must  enact  and  submit  to  popular  vote 
for  final  approval,  and,  second,  the  requirement  that  by  like  peti- 
tion any  laws  the  legislature  might  enact  of  .its  own  motion  should 
be  submitted  to  popular  vote  before  going  into  effect — emergency 
laws  alone  excepted.  The  same  reservations  of  popular  sover- 
eignty in  law-making  were  applied  by  this  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  municipalities  with  reference  to  municipal  bodies  and 
municipal  questions,  as  to  the  State  with  reference  to  the  legis- 
lature and  State  questions.  Laws  in  execution  of  this  constitu- 
tional reform  in  South  Dakota  were  enacted  in  1899,  but  the  re- 
form has  never  been  used  directly  in  any  notable  instance.  It 
has,  however,  headed  off  much  corrupt  legislation,  the  mere 
threat  of  resorting  to  it  having  proved  effective* 


In  Utah  the  South  Dakota  amendment  was  adopted  in  1900, 
but  no  legislation  to  carry  it  into  effect  has  yet  been  enacted.  A 
samilar  amendment  adopted  in  Nevada  appears  also  to  be  a  dead 
letter. 

But  in  Oregon  the  amendment  has  not  only  been  adopted  as 
in  the  other  three  States,  and  a  law  in  execution  been  enacted  as 
^  in  South  Dakota,  but  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

Ex*^*ri"ftnt  State  has  given  it  judicial  sanction,  and  the 
people  are  utilizing  it  vigorously  and  intelli- 
gently for  its  intended  purpose.  Although  the  reform  was  first 
adopted  in  South  Dakota  and  has  been  effective  in  heading  off 
corrupt  legislation  there,  Oregon  is  the  first  State  actually  to 
utilize  it  at  the  polls,  A  direct  primary  and  a  local  option 
liquor  law,  both  under  the  Initiative,  were  adopted  at  the  election 
of  1904;  and  at  the  municipal  election  of  1905  in  Portland  sevca 
charter  amendments  were  voted  oii»  five  of  which  carried  and 
two  were  lost  Other  questions  are  now  pending  in  the  State— 
an  appropriaition  bill,  an  anti-pass  bill,  and  five  Constitutional 
amendments,  all  of  which  are  to  be  voted  on  in  June,  One  of  the 
proposed  amendments,  presented  on  Initiative  by  the  Equal  Suf- 
frage Associationi  provides  for  voting  by  women  on  an  equality 
with  men. 

The  further  progress  of  the  Amefican  movement  in  behalf  of 
the  comprehensive  Initiative  and  Referendum  is  too  obvious  to 
need  particularization.  At  any  rate  the  most 
Mo^m«  t  niodest  attempt   at  particularization   would   far 

transcend  the  limits  of  this  paper.  PerhapSj 
however,  before  passing  to  another  phase  of  the  general  subject 
I  should  note  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Montana  will  vote  next 
Fall  on  a  constitutional  amendment  like  that  of  South  Dakota. 
It  is  to  be  added  J  moreover,  that  the  right  to  the  Initiative  and 
the  Referendum  for  municipal  purposes  but  without  further 
limitation  as  to  subject  than  that  the  questions  shall  be  of  local 
concern,  has  been  conferred  upon  other  municipalities  than  those 
of  the  four  initiative  and  referendum  States.  Among  these  are 
the  cities  and  counties  of  California,  the  municipal  subdivisions 
of  Nebraska,  the  capital  dty  of  Colorado,  and  the  counties  of 
Iowa. 


^^  mrriATivE  akd  the  referendum 

For  the  »]oe  of  fetwctinn  die  pitase  of  the  general  subject 
wlttdi  I  have  tfaos  far  cioiistdered  may  be  described  as  the 
QBiidslofy-  It  rdai^v  that  is  to  say^  to  inkiatiTes  and  reier- 
endiKQS  at  vhkb  a  favorable  TOte  gii^K  legal  vitality  to  the  |ii^ 
positko  Toled  oel  But  oat  ol  die  mofvcnieiit  for  diiect  tegisla- 
Ikia  of  tlic  mandatory  sort^  has  arisen  a  moTcment  for  adnsoiy 


The  adiisofj  lef^endiim  is  tisttaDy  regt^ted  by  parliaineQUry 
rules  of  procedtire.    The  ctistom  appears  ta  have  on^oated  in 

Wlnnetia.  a  Lake  Mlcfaigan  tillage  of  IlHnms 
SfemltaZ       ^^"^  ^^  Chkagp.    The  village  council  had  be^ 

fore  it  sofXK  y«ars  ago  an  ordinance  gracitiiig  a 
priTaie  tenditse  ior  sttpplyii^  ^ls.  Against  this  ordinance 
there  was  a  piiliSc  protest,  and  upoo  the  soggestion  of  the  hte 
Henry  D.  Uoyd^  who  led  the  oppositioo,  the  counci]  resolved 
to  sabmit  the  qaestioa  to  an  advisory  vote  of  the  people  and  abide 
the  resatL  This  vote  being  talksn^  the  orxlinance  was  overwhelm- 
ingly ooodenmed,  and  oat  of  that  experience  the  citizens  of  VVio- 
oetka  got  a  valuable  lesson  which  ihej  proceeded  to  profit  by. 
At  the  next  dectioa  they  agreed  to  vote  only  for  those  candidates 
who  would  pledge  themselves  if  elected  to  refer  all  intportant 
measar^  to  the  voters  and  to  vote  in  council  in  accordance  with 
their  instructions.  The  nominees  thus  pledged  were  elected,  and 
what  was  then  an  innovatioa  in  Winnetka  became  an  insttttitiofl^ 
Acting  npon  this  hint,  Mr.  George  H.  Shiblej%  of  Washington* 
has  for  several  years  been  engaged  m  popularizing  the  Wumetb 

system  and  adapting  tt»  not  only  to  municipa! 
neWmnetka     ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  national  uses.      Mr.  Shible/* 

method  contemplates  the  adoption  by  legislative 
boches  of  a  rule  of  pTXxiedure  relative  to  all  legislation  of  a  sped- 
6ed  character.  Pursuant  to  this  rule,  action  by  the  body  on  any 
of  the  measures  sp^fied,  h^  after  second  reading,  suspended  for 
a  convenient  length  of  time,  during  which  the  filing  of  a  pettttoa 
for  submission  to  referendum  vote  operates  to  postpone  third 
reading  tmtil  the  referendum  vote  has  been  taken.  If  the  re- 
ferendum vote  be  favorable,  the  members  of  the  legislative  body 
are  obligated  by  their  mle,  reinforced  by  Uieir  election  pledges, 
to  proceed  to  third  reading  and  pass  the  measure ;  if  the  refer«i- 
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measure  is  losL  i  nis  S3rstem  in 
substance  has  been  adopted,  I  am  informed,  by  several  municipal 
bodies,  including  the  city  council  of  Detroit 

This  type  of  advisory  referendum,  which  may  be  distinguished 
as  the  voluntary  or  non-legal  form,  has  been  supplemented  by  a 
legalized  form  which  was  introduced  in  1901  by  the  State  of 
Illinois,  The  bill  for  the  latter  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Allen  Ripley 
Foote,  and  carried  through  the  legislature  of  Illinois  by  Mr. 
Clayton  E.  Crafts,  a  member  of  the  lower  house  from  Chicago. 
As  originally  presented  the  Craft's  bill  allowed  the  submission  to 
popular  vote  of  any  question  of  public  policy  when  petitioned  for 
by  10  per  cent  of  the  voters  within  the  territory  to  which  the 
question  applied.  Inasmuch  as  the  referendum  thus  provided 
for  was  to  be  only  advisory,  the  bill  was  regarded  by  the  politi- 
cians and  corporations  as  harmless,  and  only  from  an  excess  of 
caution  did  the  legislature  raise  the  percentage  to  25  per  cent,  for 
municipalities.  But  this  gun  that  didn't  seem  to  be  loaded,  has 
gone  off  several  times  with  important  results. 

No  State  has  yet  followed  the  lead  of  Illinois  in  adopting  an 
advisor>^  referendum  lawi  although  the  lower  house  in  Massa- 
husetts  has  recently  passed  a  bill  which  is  now  pending  In  the 
Senate.  But  the  city  of  Buffalo  applies  the  same  principle  under 
the  **  general  welfare  '*  clause  of  the  city  charter.  By  ordinance 
the  council  provides  that  upon  a  five  per  cent,  petition  any  ques- 
tion of  local  public  policy  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  their  opinion,  and  under  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance  important  advisory  referendums  have  been  had  in 
Buffalo. 

Interesting,  however,  and  even  important  as  are  these  experi- 
ments with  the  advisory  referendum,  it  is  after  all  the  mandatory 
referendum  with  which  we  are  chiefly  concerned.  For  the  ques- 
tion at  issue  is  between  representative  legislation  unrestricted 
save  by  constitutions,  and  direct  popular  legislation  upon  popular 
demand.  If  representatives  yield  to  advisory  popular  votes,  their 
doing  so  is  only  voluntary;  whereas  mandatory 
initiatives  and  referendums  have  the  effect  of  a 
command.  When  these  are  invoked  they  place 
the  legislative  representative  in  the  position  not  of  a  noble  who 
may  oblige,  but  of  a  servant  who  must  obey. 
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To  such  a  mandate  directly  from  the  people  there  are  of 
course  vociferous  if  not  profound  objections.  Some  are  merely 
special  pleas  for  special  interests ;  but  others  are  genuine,  arising 
in  some  instances  from  sincere  hostility  to  and  in  others  from  sin- 
cere distrust  of  popular  government.  With  these  objections  I 
shali  not  attempt  to  deal  seriatim.  Except  as  they  may  be  re- 
futed by  the  facts  I  have  cited  and  my  affirmative  argument,  th^ 
must  be  accorded  such  vaUdity  as  upon  the  surface  they  may  ap- 
pear to  have.  The  essential  issue,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  one  of 
people's  rule  or  bosses'  rule,  and  to  that  issue  broadly  I  invite 
your  attention. 

Is  it  not  obvious  that  unless  the  people  rule  freely,  with  the 
least  possible  obstruction  and  friction  consistent  with  good  order 
and  true  expression,  tiieir  rule  will  wane  and  the  rule  of  bosses 
strengthen  ?  And  is  it  not  equally  true  that  representative  legis- 
lation with  no  proper  initiative  or  veto,  does  operate  to  obstruct 
the  people's  rule  by  making  public  opinion  more  or  less  inarti- 
culate and  consequently  impotent?  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
obstruction  and  the  friction  thereby  interposed  to  people*s  rule. 
make  the  coming  of  the  boss  as  certain  as  fate.  This  sinister  les^ 
son  may  be  learned  from  the  evolution  of  the  boss  in  American 
politics.  With  legislators  empowered  to  choose  between  the 
people*s  will  and  their  own,  people's  rule  has  given  way  to  party 
rule,  party  rule  to  caucus  rule,  caucus  rule  to  ring  rule,  and  ring 
rule  to  boss  rule.  The  source  of  the  boss's  power,  both  the  old 
time  political  boss  and  the  later  corporation  type,  is  the  system 
which  enables  legislative  representatives  to  represent  the  boss* 
whose  puppets  they  become,  instead  of  the  people,  whose  agents 
they  are. 

Yet  the  usefulness  of  representative  government  I  cordially 
concede.  For  purposes  of  administration,  rep- 
^sef^iineuof  resentatives  arc  absolutely  necessary;  and  for 
B«pre«etita^Te  purposes  of  legislation  they  have  functions  of  a 
high  order.  But  the  functions  of  the  legislator 
are  as  truly  to  execute  the  people's  will  in  their  sphere  as  are 
those  of  the  administrative  official  in  his.  The  legislative  func- 
tion in  a  republic  consists  in  adjusting  details  and  forms  in  exe- 
cution of  popular  demands  as  to  principles  and  policies.     It  is 
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true  that  these  demands  may  be  inferred  by  legislatures;  and 
they  are  rig^htly  inferred  if^  having  a  referendum  veto,  the  people 
do  not  exercise  it.  But  l^e  legislative  function  in  a  republic  does 
not  extend  to  <he  point  of  dominion  over  the  people.  Legisla- 
tures should  be  servants  and  not  masters. 

While  it  is  true  tliat  republics  may  be  representative,  the 
people  speaking  not  directly  but  through  legislative  agents  to 
whom  they  have  delegated  with  certain  restrictions  the  legislative 
power  that  belongs  to  themselves,  it  is  also  true  that  they  may 
be  democratic,  reserving  to  themselves  final  power  over  all  legis- 
lation— to  order,  to  veto,  and  to  revoke.  These  'two  types  of  the 
republican  form  of  government  are  expressly  recognized  by  the 
first  article  of  the  Swiss  Constitution,  in  which,  to  quote  the 
exact  language,  cantons  are  assured  "  the  exercise  of  political 
rights  according  to  republican  forms,  representative  or  demo- 
cratic," Our  own  Federal  Constitution  guarantees  "to  every 
State  in  this  Union  a  repubHcan  form  of  government,"  but  no 
express  discrimination  is  made  as  in  the  Swiss  Constitution.  The 
intention,  however,  was  clearly  in  the  tninds  of  the  fathers  of 
our  Republic.  When  they  declared  for  republicanism  they  had 
no  thought  of  opposing  democracy.  The  contrast  they  sought  to 
make  was  between  the  republican  and  the  monarchical  form,  not 
between  the  representative  and  the  democratic  method.  All  of 
them  feared  the  encroachments  of  absolutism;  few  of  them 
feared  the  evolution  of  democracy.  One  of  the  greatest  among 
them  all,  a  man  who  probably  contributed  more  than  any  other 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  Constitution  by  the  people,  was  James 
Madison ;  and  in  No,  39  of  the  Federalist  he  wrote  of  the  re- 
publican form  as  "a  government  which  derives  all  its  power 
djTcctiy  or  indirectly  from  the  great  body  of  tiie  people." 

The  whole  question  of  representative  in  contradistinction  to 
democratic  republicanism,  in  the  American  sense  at  any  rate, 
may  be  reduced  to  one  proposition:  represen- 
tation which  does  not  tend  toward  democracy 
is  not  truly  republican.  There  is  a  radical  dif- 
ference between  representation  of  the  people  and  abdication  by 
the  people.  The  true  American  spirit  in  this  respect  was  ex- 
pressed by  a  Swiss  democrat,  Felix  Diog,  when  in  the  constitu- 
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tionat  assembly  of  the  Canton  of  St  Gall  in  1845,  he  said:  ** The 
people  are  sovereign.  The  people,  and  the  people  only,  should 
exercise  supreme  power.  Their  will  should  be  law.  Sovereignty 
cannot  be  delegated.  A  sovereign  who  acts  only  through  dele- 
gates may  be  said  to  have  abdicated," 

Is  it  objected  that  the  people  are  not  intelligent  enough  to  be 
trusted  with  this  supervisor}^  power?  Or  is  it  argued  that  they 
would  be  apathetic,  because  in  American  experience  the  voting 
on  candidates  is  larger  than  on  questions  of  public  policy? 
These  objections  nullify  each  other.  The  argument  that  the 
people  are  apathetic  takes  into  cons iderati 011  only  the  unintelli- 
gent who  neglect  to  vote,  ignoring  the  public  spirit  of  the  intel- 
ligent who  do  vote.  Those  who  do  vote  are  not  apathetic ;  they 
prove  it  by  voting.  Neither  are  they  unintelligent,  except  by  the 
frail  test  that  he  who  is  with  us  is  intelligent  and  he  who  is 
against  us  is  not.  What,  then,  does  the  apathy  argument  lead  to 
but  the  conclusion  that  the  initiative  and  the  referendum  would 
operate  automatically  to  disfranchise  the  unintelligent? 

But  that  would  be  an  ideal  system  for  making  intelUgence  the 
condition  of  suffrage.  That  the  suffrage  ought  to  be  limited  to 
the  intelligent  may  be  granted.  But  that  any  class  of  citizens 
should  disfranchise  others  by  labelling  them  *'  unintelligent  "  is 
repugnant  to  republicanism,  whether  the  republicanism  be  repre* 
sentative  or  democratic.  Each  citizen  should  be  his  own  dts^ 
franchiser.  He  should  be  his  own  judge  of  his  own  intelligence 
at  each  election  as  to  eacli  question  of  public  policy  on  which  a 
difference  of  opinion  is  sufficiently  pronounced  to  call  for  a 
show  of  hands.  And  this  self-judgment  is  what  the  Initiative 
and  the  Referendum  would  demand  of  all  citizens. 

Nor  should  we  overlook  in  the  same  connection  the  influence 
of  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendum  in  promoting  and  extend- 
ing civic  intelligence.  For  it  is  civic  intelligence, 
Heans  of  lii-  j^q^  mere  business  intelligence,  that  good  govem- 
oreaaing  Civic  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  y^^^  ^^  tntelHgence  that  is 
Intelligence,  ,      ,       .  .       ,         •     ■  ,        r  «    ^ 

developed  by  the  pnnciples  of     cent  per  cent. 

and  the  experiences  of  **  the  merry  chase  for  elusive  dollars," 
may  be  competent  to  deal  with  questions  of  private  policy,  but  it 
Is  not  the  best  kind  for  determining  questions  of  public  policy. 


Only  actfve  participation  in  public  affairs,  with  a  sense  of  per* 
sonal  responsibility,  can  develop  this  civic  intelligence;  and 
under  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendum  that  participation  would 
be  open  to  every  citizen.  If  there  is  a  deficiency  of  civic  intelli- 
gence now,  who  can  deny  without  better  tests  than  we  have  yet 
had,  that  it  may  be  due  to  that  abuse  of  our  representative  system 
which  transfers  the  voter's  responsibility  to  his  legislative  repre- 
sentatives, and  tends  to  transmute  his  natural  and  wholesome 
interest  in  questions  of  public  policy  into  a  morbid  interest  In  the 
mere  personality  of  candidates?  A  degree  of  interest  in  the 
personality  of  candidates  is  indeed  natural  and  wholesome;  but 
the  custom  of  investing  them  when  elected  with  full  legislative 
power  disturbs  the  civic  equilibrium.  Considerations  relating  to 
person,  party  or  class,  confused  with  an  inter-mixture  of  public 
questions,  tend  to  distract  the  voter  when  he  has  to  choose  be- 
tween one  candidate  for  irresponsible  legislative  power  and  an- 
other. Not  infrequently,  therefore,  he  votes  for  the  candidate 
who  will  misrepresent  him  on  some  questions,  because  he  prefers 
that  candidate  for  personal  or  party  reasons,  or  as  his  representa- 
tive on  other  questions,  or  it  may  be  for  his  efBcicncy  in  the 
busings  details  of  public  life.  This  would  not  occur  if  the  voter 
were  able  when  voting  for  the  candidate  of  his  choice  to  instruct 
or  overrule  that  candidate  by  mandatory  initiative  or  referendum 
on  questions  of  public  policy  regarding  which  they  disagree. 
Neither  would  the  reverse  of  this  any  longer  occur.  It  not  in- 
frequently happens  now,  thait  voters  prefer  a  bad  representative 
who  will  represent  them  truly  on  a  dominant  issue,  to  a  good  one 
who  opposes  them  on  that  issue.  And  shall  %ve  condemn  voters 
for  making  such  a  choice  of  evils,  when  we  offer  them  only  the 
alternative  of  voting  for  a  bad  candidate  or  a  bad  policy? 

Not  only  would  the  Initiative  and  the  Referendum  tend  to  en- 
hance the  civic  Jntenigetice  of  all  citizens — even  those  citizens  of 
the  slums  whose  civic  intelligence  is  almost  nil,  and  those  infinitely 
more  dangerous  citizens  of  the  business  world  whose  civic  intelli- 
gence is  hardly  better  than  a  mere  reflection  of  their  own  busi- 
ness interests, — not  only  would  all  civic  intelligence  improve  in 
this  clash  of  mind  with  mind  in  rendering  direct  and  responsible 
judgment  on  questions  of  public  policy,  but  the  fidelity  of  public 
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servants  would  be  vastly  improved.  For  is  it  not  true  that  the 
more  directly  we  bring  governmental  machinery  within  the  in- 
fluence of  public  opinion  the  better  the  government  tends  to  be- 
come ?  Such  at  any  rate  seems  to  me  to  be  the  impressive  lesson 
of  all  political  experience. 

That  every  government  springs  from  the  people  is  no  specula- 
tive theory.  It  is  an  observed  fact.  No  matter  what  may  be  the 
forms  of  government,  the  people  rule  every- 
where. But  if  they  are  so  far  removed  from  the 
machinery  of  government  that  they  can  enforce 
their  rule  only  by  revolution,  tlieir  governing  agents  become  des- 
potic and  corrupt.  And  to  the  degree  that  they  are  so  rejnoved, 
to  that  degree  is  despotism  and  corruption  engendered.  Our 
question,  then,  is  not  whether  the  people  shall  rule,  for  in  the  last 
analysis  they  do  rule ;  it  is  whether  they  shall  rule  with  a  minimum 
of  friction  or  with  a  maximum  of  obstruction — whether  their 
governments  shall  respond  to  their  will  quickly  and  without  dis* 
order,  or  sluggishly  and  with  culminating  upheavals. 

What  a  glorious  response  to  this  question  was  that  of  Norway 
and  Sweden.  Had  the  people's  representatives  in  those  countries 
decided  the  dispute,  a  devastating  war  might 
AuDlieaUo^f^^  ^^^^  resulted  with  its  aftermath  of  international 
hatred.  But  when  the  people  of  Norway  were 
allowed  to  decide  directly  through  referendum,  peace  was  assured, 
and  international  friendship  followed.  Always  and  everywhere 
the  principle  works  with  similar  effect.  The  greatest  advances 
in  government  arc  where  political  forms  make  government  sensi- 
tive to  the  popular  wiJI, 

In  the  United  States,  for  instance,  the  popular  will  sways  gov- 
ernment as  it  does  not  and  cannot  in  Russia,  The  people  of  the 
United  States  live  imder  political  forms  that  admit  at  frequent 
intervals  of  expressions  of  their  opinion.  These  forms  for  the 
most  part,  are,  indeed,  crude  and  defective ;  but  for  ascertaining 
and  executing  the  people's  will,  Russia  has  no  forms  at  all.  Con- 
sequently, although  the  people  of  Russia  do  govern*  in  the  sense 
that  Russia  is  what  her  inhabitants  allow  her  to  be,  yet  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  action  have  been  such  as  to  make 
their  influence  upon  government  so  remote  that  it  could  be  ex- 
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erted  for  progress  only  through  conspiracies  and  revolutions, 
Govermnettt  m  the  United  States  is,  therefore,  more  truly  than  in 
Russia,  government  by  the  people.  But  in  this  respect  American 
government  yields  to  British  government.  The  '*  responsible 
system  "  dominant  in  Great  Britain  and  her  autonomous  colonies, 
under  which  important  questions  are  promptly  though  imper- 
fectly referred  to  the  people,  and  an  administration  in  compara- 
tive harmony  with  the  people's  verdict  comes  into  power  as  soon 
as  that  verdict  is  rendered^  puts  the  British  government  more  di- 
rectly under  popular  control  than  any  other  great  government 
on  the  globe. 

Besides  the  -direct  effect  of  democratic  forms  in  strengthening 
popular  checks  upon  governing  agencies,  there  is  a  secondary  ef- 
fect which  I  have  already  mentioned.  It  is  of 
even  greater  importance  considered  by  itself, 
than  the  direct  effect.  This  is  the  tendency  of 
democratic  forms  to  vitalize  the  civic  spirit  of  the  people.  The 
more  denKxrra/tic  the  forms,  the  more  general  and  vital  will  civic 
spirit  become.  If  it  is  true  that  a  people  make  their  government 
— and  as  a  primary  conception  it  is  tnie^ — then  it  is  no  less  true 
that  by  reaction  their  government  helps  to  mold  their  civic  char- 
acter. Democratic  forms  of  government  tend  to  make  the  spirit 
of  the  people  democratic;  despotic  forms  tend  to  make  tlie 
spirit  of  the  people  disorderly. 

For  examples  we  need  go  no  farther  than  to  the  countries  al- 
ready mentioned.  In  Russia  until  the  recent  terrific  disorders, 
there  was  no  orderly  civic  spirit;  individual  exceptions  did  not 
weaken  the  rule.  Nor  was  there  any  civic  intelligence  except 
the  fantastic  or  the  bookish.  But  in  the  United  States  there  is 
civic  spirit  and  there  is  civic  intelligence.  Our 
Civl   R      't  democratic  inheritance   from  the   free  constitu- 

tions of  old  New  England  and  the  free  thought 
of  old  Virginia  still  vitalizes  American  citizenship.  Yet  it  must 
be  conceded  that  in  old  England,  whence  our  colonial  democracy 
came,  in  '*  little  England  "  which  lighted  the  torch  of  liberty  long 
before  Magna  Charta  and  has  never  allowed  its  blaze  to  die 
wholly  down»  in  the  England  which  to-day  gives  the  world  an 
^cample  of   representative  government  responsible   immediately 
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and  directly  to  the  people, — it  must  be  conceded  that  to  that 
England  (despite  its  imperialistic  reactions,  its  pasteboard 
throne,  and  its  tinsel  crown),  the  civic  spirit  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  are  on  tlie  whole  superior  to  those  of  our  own 
fellow-citizens.  The  American  patriot  who  doubts  may  easily 
convince  himself.  Let  him  compare  parliamentary  debates  with 
a  debate  in  congress,  ^peeclies  at  English  elections  with  speeches 
at  ours,  the  ccmtents  of  popular  English  newspapers  with  tlie 
contents  of  popular  American  newspapers,  or  the  common  talk  on 
public  questions  of  the  common  people  of  both  countries,— let  the 
thick  and  thin  American  patriot  do  this,  and  he  will  be  satisfied. 
His  patriotic  pride  may  suffer,  but  his  patriotic  intelligence  will 
be  the  gainer.  Reacting  upon  the  people,  the  more  democratic 
forms  of  English  government,  as  compared  with  those  of  the 
United  States,  have  produced  a  superior  and  more  general  civic 
spirit  and  intelligence. 

But  England  must  yield  in   turn  to  Switzerland,   where  the 
forms  of  government  are  more  democratic  still.     In  Switzerland 
the  people  not  only  express  their  political  judg- 
£~^_^^  ment  indirectly  by  voting  for  representatives,  as 

in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States ;  they  ex- 
press it  also  specifically  whenever  they  wish  to,  by  voting  directly 
upon  public  measures.  The  preservation  by  the  Swiss  of  their 
ancient  democratic  aspirations,  symboHzed  in  their  legend  of  Wil- 
liam  Tell,  is  not  to  be  accounted  for,  of  course,  by  their  present 
ballot  method  of  direct  legislation.  But  it  certainly  is  to  be  ac* 
counted  for  in  part  by  the  cruder  and  more  ancient  mass-meeting 
methods,  resembling  the  old  New  England  town  meeting  on  which 
the  ballot  method  is  an  improvement  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  the  progressive  action  and  reaction  of  democratic  sentiment 
upon  government,  giving  to  it  more  and  more  the  democratic 
form,  and  of  democratic  forms  upon  public  intelligence  and  senti- 
ment, elevating  and  strengthening  them,  have  had  much  to  do 
with  putting  the  Swiss  as  a  people  at  the  head  of  the  nations 
for  civic  spirit  and  civic  intelligence- 
Let  us  take  these  lessons  to  ourselves,  We  cannot  trust  to 
our  constitutional  restraints  upon  legislation  to  improve  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  government  and  preserve  the  democracy  of 
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While  constitutions  roay  embalm  the  dead  public 
opinion  of  the  past,  they  do  not  express  the  liv- 
mg  public  opinion  of  the  present.  Judges  may  in- 
deed read  into  them  from  time  to  time  the  public 
opinion  of  the  present,  or  possibly  the  opinion  of  a  mere  party  or 
class,  but  at  the  best  this  is  not  enoug'h.  With  only  a  constitu- 
tion and  a  bench  of  judges  between  public  opinion  and  repre- 
sentative power^  public  opinion  is  inarticulate.  What  the  people 
need  in  order  to  make  it  vital  and  expressive,  is  freedom  to 
choose  legislative  servants  without  investing  them  with  despcrtic 
authority.  Such  freedom  they  would  have  were  their  sovereign 
powers  over  legislation  restored.  They  could  then  instruct  their 
legislatures  on  questions  of  public  policy  with  instructions  that 
must  be  obeyed. 

This  restoration  can  be  accomplished  through  the  Initiative 
and  the  Referendum.  Shall  it  be  done?  We  all  appeal  to  pub- 
He  opinion  as  the  court  of  last  resort.  The  Initiative  and  the 
Referendum  would  make  this  court  articulate.  It  is  now  only  a 
speechless  fetish,  whose  silent  or  incoherent  mandates  are  inter- 
preted by  an  interested  political  priesthood.  Let  us  restore  to 
public  opinion  the  powers  of  speech  of  which  it  has  been  deprived. 
Let  us  allow  public  opinion  to  speak  for  itself  and  interpret  its 
own  commands.  This  would  not  abolish  representative  repub- 
licanism among  us*  it  would  perfect  it.  This  would  not  be 
government  by  a  mob;  it  would  be  goveniment  by  an  orderly 
democracy.  This  would  not  be  a  foreign  innovation;  it  would 
be  in  the  strictest  sense  an  American  evolution. 


The  Recall  as  a  Measure  of  Con* 
trol  by  the  People. 

By  THOMAS  A.  DAVIS,  OraJi^ep  New  Jersey. 

In  ^e  United  States  we  have  been  for  many  years  under  the 
impression  that  all  our  municipalities,  counties  and  states  were 
governed  by  the  people,  through  their  duly  elected  or  appointed 
representatives.  Of  late  years  this  impression  has  been  shattered, 
and  we  have  been  forced  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  that  white 
the  people  go  through  the  formality  of  electing  representatives, 
in  whose  hands  the  reins  of  government  are  intrusted,  in  many 
cases  these  representatives,  shortly  after  assuming  the  duties  of 
office  forget  that  they  are  responsible  to  the  people  whom  they 
are  supposed  1?o  represent  and  yield  to  corrupting  influences  and 
betray  their  trusts  witli  far  more  ease  than  can  be  credited. 

Before  election  candidates  as  a  usual  thing,  are  profuse  with 

promises,  but  it  is  remarkable  how  quickly  after  being  elected 

.  these  promises  are  forgotten  and  how  the  wishes 

Ti_^_.  of  the  people  are  thrown  to  the  winds.     Instead 

Promiiea,  ^         ,      .  ■  ■     ,  , 

of  conducting  municipal,  county  and  state  gov- 
ernments for  the  people,  in  many  cases  we  are  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  members  of  these  public  bodies  elected  by 
the  people  even  sit  there  as  the  paid  representatives  of  private 
interests,  while  the  public  treasury  is  looked  upon  as  the  proper 
thing  to  be  robbed  and  plundered. 

As  a  usual  thing  candidates  are  elected  or  appointed  to  public 
office  for  terms  ranging  from  one  to  five  years.  After  they 
have  been  inducted  into  the  office,  no  matter  how  shamefuil  or 
degrading  their  conduct  may  be,  there  is  not  at  the  present  time 
any  adequate  manner  in  which  the  public  can  call  to  account  an 
erring  public  servant.     The  public  servant  becomes  the  public 


■ 


master  for  the  balance  of  his  term,  and  in  many  cases  we  have 
seen  tlxese  acts  of  a  man  committed  during  his  temi  forgotten 
when  his  term  is  about  to  expire,  and  the  person  re-elected  to  the 
office  with  perhaps  an  increased  majority.  Of  course  such  an 
occurrence  as  this  is  due  to  the  apathy  and  indifference  of  the 
electors,  and  so  long  as  they  are  willing  to  remain  in  that  state, 
they  probably  get  about  as  good  government  as  they  deserve. 

If  a  man  employs  an  agent  for  a  term  of  years  by  contract, 
and  that  agent  betrays  his  principal,  the  principal  may  terminate 
,  the  contract  and   get  rid  of  the  faithless  one. 

AffenL  Office  holders  stand  in  the  same  position  to  the 

public  as  the  agent  docs  to  the  principal.  They 
are  simply  the  instruments  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the 
public,  and  if  they  are  faithless  in  performing  their  duties  the 
law  should  provide  adequate  means  for  getting  rid  of  them  and 
putting  others  in  their  places. 

This  thought  no  doubt  has  been  in  the  minds  of  people  for  a 
long  time,  but  it  was  not  until  such  a  method  of  procedure,  which 
has  been  designated  the  Recall,  was  put  into  effect  in  Los 
Angeles,  California,*  that  this  section  of  the  country  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  their  theories  had  materialized  in  the  far  west, 
and  an  agitation  has  been  accordingly  started  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  such  a  law  in  New  Jersey. 

The  Recall  is  a  method  by  which  it  is  possible  for  the  public 
to  free  itself  from  incompetent  and  objectionable  officials.  As 
outlined  in  the  Los  Angeles  statute  the  law  ap- 
plies to  elective  officers.  If  the  public  wishes  to 
vacate  the  office  of  an  objectionable  official^  a 
petition  must  be  signed  by  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  entire  vote 
for  all  candidates  for  that  office,  demanding  the  election  of  a 
successor  to  the  officer  sought  to  be  removed.  The  petition  must 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  the  removal  is  sought.  The  sign- 
ers must  put  their  addresses  after  their  names  and  the  whole 
petition  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  at  least  one  person  who 
saw  all  of  the  others  sign. 

The  petition,  thus  verified,  is  filed  with  the  city  derk,  who 

♦  Set  paper  of  Charles  D.  Willard  on  Lo*  Angde»  id  the  New  York 
volume  of  Proceeding  for  further  reference  to  the  Recall. — ^EonxHL 
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within  ten  days  after  filing  examines  it  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining^ if  the  necessary  number  have  signed,  and  issues  a  certi- 
ficate as  to  his  finding.  If  he  finds  the  petition  insufficient,  it 
may  be  amended  in  ten  days  after  the  issuance  of  his  certificate. 
If  still  insufficient  after  such  amendment,  it  is  returned  to  the 
petitioners  without  prejudice  against  the  fihng  of  another  peti- 
tion. If  the  petition  is  found  by  the  clerk  to  be  sufficient,  he 
issues  his  certificate  to  the  municipal  governing  body  to  that 
effect. 

The  governing  body  shall  then  order  an  election  to  be  held 
within  not  less  than  thirt>'  days  and  not  more  than  forty  days 
from  the  date  of  the  certificate.  The  election  shall  be  conducted 
as  other  elections  are  conducted.  The  Los  Angeles  statute  pro- 
vides that  the  person  sought  to  be  removed  may  be  a  candidate 
to  succeed  himself,  unless  he  requests  otherwise  in  writing,  and 
unless  he  so  requests  the  clerk  puts  his  name  on  the  ticket  as 
a  candidate.  If  some  candidate  other  t?han  the  incumbent  receives 
the  highest  number  of  votes  he  shaU  be  elected  and  serve  for  the 
unexpired  time  of  the  person  complained  against,  who  shall  be 
removed*  If  the  incumbent  receives  the  highest  number  of  votes 
he  shall  continue  in  his  office. 

These,  briefly,  are  the  provisions  of  what  is  designated  as  the 
Recall,  and  are  a  part  of  the  statute  law  governing  tiie  City  of 
Los  Angeles. 

In  the  consideration  of  it  here  the  first  question  naturally 
would  be,  Do  we  need  it?  It  would  appear  to  me  to  be  unneces- 
sary to  go  into  any  extended  argument  to  con- 
So  ^Tfl  Wfifid  -■  CI  J  «3 
fli  P  11  "  vince  all  present  and  all  who  are  not  present  that 
if  the  Recall  will  do  what  the  provisions  that  I 
have  stated  allege ^  then  we  undoubtedly  need  it  and  need  it  very 
badly,  and  have  needed  it  for  a  great  many  years.  Probably 
there  are  very  few  here  present  who  have  followed  mumcipal^ 
county  and  State  affairs  in  New  Jersey  who  do  not  now  con- 
clude that  had  we  the  Recall  in  New  Jersey  in  years  gone  by,  and 
if  things  then  happened  that  have  happened,  the  law  would  cer- 
tainly have  had  to  work  overtime.  Without  particularizing  in- 
stances^  we  can  recall  to  our  minds  cases  within  our  knowledge 
where  the  people  of  our  own  neighborhoods  would  have  wel- 
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corned  it,  in  order  to  rid  themselves  of  officials  not  only  mcom- 
petent,  but  whom  we  believe  to  have  yielded  to  the  corrupting  in- 
fluence of  money. 

The  next  question  that  might  be  asked  is,  Is  Recall  fair  to 
official  and  people  ?  In  Los  Angeles  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the 
entire  vote  for  an  office  is  required  to  be  signed 
to  a  petition  before  the  machinery  of  Recall  can 
be  set  in  operation.  Considering  the  fact  that  for  an  ordinary 
office  there  may  be  from  three  to  six  candidates,  this  percentage 
would  certainly  seem  to  be  large  enough  to  remove  the  suspicion 
of  unfairness,  because  it  is  far  easier  to  get  a  man  to  sign  a 
petition  for  a  person  than  it  is  to  sign  one  against  a  person. 
Were  the  Recall  adopted  in  New  Jersey  the  percentage  might  not 
be  fixed  at  twenty -five  per  cent. ;  it  might  be  more  or  it  might  be 
less.  So  far  as  the  incumbent  is  concerned,  after  the  petition  is 
filed  against  him  he  still  has  the  opportunity  under  the  method 
of  procedure  to  vindicate  himself*  and  if  he  makes  no  move  at 
all  the  law  orders  him  put  upon  the  ticket  as  a  candidate  for  re- 
election. It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  provisions  are  equitable 
in  attempting  to  take  care  of  both  accused  and  accuser. 

Quer>^  might  be  made,  Is  it  not  likely  that  the  right  to  petition 
might  be  abused  and  petitions  filed  without  just  cause?  I  think 
we  can  safely  say  there  would  be  no  danger  of 
abuse  of  the  right  to  petition.  The  experience 
of  those  familiar  with  municipal  bodies  is,  that 
even  now  the  people  of  a  neighborhood  may  tolerate  an  abuse  of 
their  rights  for  a  considerable  time  before  petitioning  their  local 
governing  bodies  for  a  correction  of  the  abuse.  Again,  if  the 
percentage  of  the  electors  required  to  sign  is  made,  for  example, 
twenty-five  p>er  cent,,  it  would  be  impossible  to  procure  such  a 
number  of  signers,  unless  the  petition  was  based  upon  justice. 
Publicity  and  public  opinion  are  the  great  influences  in  our 
country  to-day,  and  when  the  movement  to  put  into  operation 
the  machinery  or  Recall  is  begun ^  it  must  receive  the  approval  of 
the  people  or  it  will  absolutely  fail. 

We  have  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  to-day  a  law  which  per- 
mits a  small  number  of  taxpayers  (twenty-five)  to  petition  a 
Supreme  ourt  Justice  for  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to 
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investigate  municipal  and  <!<niEHy  afiFairs.  The  number  <tf  mgf^as 
required  is  so  small  that  it  migiit  be  easily  abused,  yet  all  wc  hxvc 
to  do  is  read  the  newspaper  accounts  of  sttcfa  investigatioiis  to  be 
oonirinced  that  in  enrery  case  where  application  was  mstdt  and 
and  a  commissioner  appointed^  the  investigatkni  should  laire 
been  made. 

There  is  one  provision  of  the  Los  Angdes  plan  which  to  mj 
mind,  should  be  enlarged  upon,  if  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  to 
adopt  the  plan  of  *'  recall."  The  Los  .Angeles  plan  apparently 
applies  only  to  elective  municipal  officials.  I  can  see  no  good  rea- 
son, if  we  should  ask  for  the  enactment  of  a  statute,  why  it  should 
not  be  embodied  in  a  general  law  and  why  the  officials  affected 
should  not  be  municipal,  county  and  state  officials,  both  elective 
and  appointive, 

In  the  municipalities  to-day  there  are  very  few  officials  elected 
outside  of  the  mayor,  the  governing  body,  and  the  board  of  edu- 
cation. Practically  all  the  other  officials,  such  as  assessors,  tax 
commissioners,  fire  commissioners,  police  commissioners,  boards  of 
health,  boards  of  assessment,  and  city  officials  are  appointed  either 
by  the  mayor  or  the  governing  body,  while  in  the  counties  and 
state  there  are  innumerable  boards  and  officers  that  are  not 
elected  at  all,  but  are  appointed  by  an  officer  or  a  body,  which 
is  itself  elected.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Recall  should  not  stop 
as  in  Los  Angeles  at  elctive  officers,  but  all  officers,  boards  or 
bodies,  whether  elective  or  appointive,  should  be  amenable  to 
the  public  and  it  should  be  within  the  power  of  the  people  to  call 
them  to  task  whenever  their  conduct  justifies  it. 

The  method  of  procedure  outlined  in  the  Los  Angeles  statute 
covers  the  point  as  to  elective  municipal  officers.  Of  course,  if 
we  go  beyond  this  and  embrace  municipal,  county  and  state  offi- 
cials, elective  and  appointive,  the  modus  operandi  would  have  to 
be  framed  to  suit  the  case. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  say,  without  discussion  and  considera- 
tion, what  method  of  procedure  should  be  adopted  to  bring  the 
provisions  of  recall  to  bear  upon  an  appointive 
officer.  The  Los  Angeles  provisions  will  not  ap- 
ply. This  is  a  question  that  might  well  be  dis* 
cussed  until  a  proper  plan  is  adopted,  if  the  suggestion  appears 
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to  be  a  proper  one.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  the  case  of  an  ap- 
fK>intive  oflficer  the  petition  to  be  signed  by  a  certain  percentage 
or  number  of  tax-payers  should  be  presented  to  the  appointing 
power  in  the  shape  of  charges,  and  the  appointing  power  should 
cither  place  the  accused  on  trial  before  itself  upon  the  charges, 
or  appoint  a  commission,  outside  of  its  own  number,  to  hear 
the  charges  and  conduct  the  trial.  If  the  accused  is  found  guilty 
that  should  terminate  his  right  to  hold  the  office,  and  if  not  guilty 
he  should  continue  therein. 

In  the  last  session  of  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  two  biUs 
prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  New  Jersey  Gvic  Federation 
were  introduced,  attempting  to  put  the  Recall  into  effect  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  The  bills  were  known  as  Senate  Bills  No. 
169  and  170.  They  were  referred  to  a  committee,  but  were  not 
enacted  into  laws.  It  was  hardly  expected  that 
Haw  Jaruv  ^^  ^**^^  would  be  enacted  into  laws  at  the  ses- 

sion at  which  they  were  introduced,  but  the  pur- 
pose of  having  them  prepared  and  introduced  was  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  public,  and  induce  discussion  on  the  Recall  prin- 
ciple. Several  societies  have  already  discussed  the  subject,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  widely  discussed  before  another  Legis- 
lature shall  meet,  at  which  time  the  passage  of  a  recall  law  wIU 
be  urged  with  the  expectation  that  such  a  law  will  find  its  way 
into  the  statute  books  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
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A  Plan  for  Separate  Elections* 

By  FRANK  H.  JAMISON,  Orange,  New  Jersey. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  acts  abolishing  spring  elections  and 
consolidating  them  with  general  electionSj  there  has  been  general 
complaint  that  the  independent  voter  was  put  to  much  greater 
difficulty  than  before  in  attempting  to  exercise  his  choice  of  men. 
From  many  quarters  there  has  come  a  demand  for  the  restoration 
of  spring  elections.  Is  this  desirable,  or  is  there  not  a  better 
plan  for  securing  the  same  result? 
The  principle  that  elections  should  be  divided  has  been  re- 
cognized in  New  York  where  the  city  election  is 
held  in  a  year  in  which  the  national  election  does 
not  occur,  but  there  are  some  defects  in  the  law 
there  which  it  is  possible  to  overcome  in  New  Jersey,  The  prin- 
cipal difficulty  in  solving  the  question  here  is  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  amend  the  State  constitution.  But  inasmuch  as 
there  is  some  question  as  to  the  status  of  the  constitution  between 
friends,  it  might  be  possible^  were  the  attempt  seriously  made,  to 
have  a  constitutional  convention  and  the  present  ancient  docu- 
ment revamped  and  brought  up  to  date. 

The  general  proposition  which  is  here  advanced  was  suggested 
to  Governor  Edward  C.  Stokes  in  East  Orange  on  February  12, 
which  was  perhaps  a  very  suitable  day  to  take  up  any  emancipa- 
tion question,  and  at  that  time  the  Governor  expressed  himself  as 
of  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  better  solution  of  the  question  than 
the  restoration  of  spring  elections.  Since  that  time  the  plan  has 
been  considered  by  the  Civics  Cltib  of  the  Oranges  and  a  com- 
mittee has  been  named,  of  which  Senator  Everett  Colby,  Thomas 
A,  Davis,  Frederick  W.  Kelsey,  Isaac  H.  Blanchard  and  the 
writer  are  members,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary^  to 
secure  the  enactment  of  needed  legislation. 

(3S8) 


k 


Elections 
Preferrecl. 


It  would  seem  to  be  preferable  to  hold  all  elections  in  Novem- 
ber because  in  certain  sections  of  this  State  there  is  a  large  so- 
called  commuter  vote  which  it  is  difficult  to  get  out  in  the 
spring.  On  a  legal  holiday,  however,  the  commuters  have  no 
business  to  transact  in  New  York,  or  Philadel- 
November  phia,  or  the  larger  cities  in  New  Jersey,  and  this 

vote  would  be  polled.  It  might  be  nrore  diffi- 
cult to  have  it  cast  if  there  were  only  the  muni- 
cipal candidates  to  consider  but  it  would  not  be  so  difficult  as 
getting  it  out  in  March  or  April, 

The  proposition  is  to  hold  the  election  for  governor  at  the  same 
time  that  the  presidential  election  takes  place,  which  wotild  make 
it  occur  in  an  even  year,  once  in  four  years.  In  the  even  years 
when  there  is  not  a  presdential  election,  State  senators,  assembly- 
men and  county  officers,  such  as  sheriffs,  registers  of  deeds  and 
mortgages,  county  clerks,  etc.,  should  be  chosen.  Under  this 
plan,  the  governor.  State  senators  and  county  officers,  would  be 
chosen  for  four  years.  This  would  add  one  year  to  the  term  of 
the  State  offices  and  perhaps  shorten  the  terms  of  some  county 
offices  and  extend  others. 

In  the  odd  years  it  is  proposed  to  hold  the  municipal  elections, 
also  choosing  county  freeholders  at  the  same  time,  as  the  free- 
holders represent  wards  and  districts.  This  would  make  it  neces- 
sary to  fix  the  terms  of  municipal  officers  at  four  years.  There 
is  no  reason  why  there  should  not  be  uniform  terms  for  these 
offices.  At  the  present  time  some  mayors  are  chosen  for  two 
years'  term,  others  for  three.  The  terms  of  council  men,  township 
committeemen  and  memebers  of  schooJ  boards 

T^ttL^  *^"  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  **^  three  years.  They  could  all  be 
made  for  four  years,  which  is  none  too  long 
for  a  good  man  to  stay  in  office,  and  if  he  incompetent  or  un- 
worthy the  Recall  can  be  applied.  In  order  that  no  muni c: pal ity 
should  be  subjected  to  the  possibility  of  having  an  entire  new 
set  of  men  in  its  governing  body  at  one  time  the  act  could  pro- 
vide that  at  the  first  election  held  under  its  provisions  one-half 
the  candidates  elected  should  be  chosen  for  two  years  and  the 
other  half  for  four  years. 

By   this   plan    we    would   still   have   an   election    every    No- 
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vember,  but  the  offices  to  be  filled  each  year  would  be  much 
fewer  than  at  present  and  the  voter  would  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  himself  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  various  candi- 
dates. The  law  should  apply  to  every  mumcipality  and  it  would 
tend  to  simplify  legislation  as  it  would  remove  the  necessity  for 
the  constant  tinkering  with  municipal  charters  which  is  now 
so  general.  The  spectacle  of  a  Legislature  frittering  away  its 
time  patching  up  a  law  affecting  Orange  so  that  it  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  Hoboken  is  not  edifying,  when  there  are  so  many  larger 
questions  which  should  receive  attention. 


In  attempting  to  show  that  the  police  question  demands  more 
careful  and  thorough  investigation  than  has  been  accorded  it 
hitherto,  I  am  reminded  of  the  stereotyped  reply  of  a  certain  old 
gentleman  I  knew  of.  When  asked  ''  How  are  things?"  he  was 
wont  to  shake  his  head  impressively  and  ejaculate  "  It  is  a  wicked 
world  and  I  know  it!"  1  feel  convinced  that  the  world  is 
wicked,  else  kj  many  good  people  would  not  be  seeking  to  re- 
form it ;  but  I  am  so  dittle  acquainted  with  its  concrete  wickedness 
that  I  am  unable  to  paint  a  very  lurid  or  disquieting  picture  of 
that  portion  of  the  world  which  pertains  to  the  police.  Very 
likely  my  views  of  the  question  would  be  more  pessimistic  had 
my  relations  with  the  officers  of  the  peace  been  more  intimate. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  characterize  certain  general  features  of  the 
police  question  rather  than  attempt  to  discuss  it  at  length;  inas- 
much as  I  have  had  no  call  or  opportunity  to  engage  in  the 
special  study  of  the  workings  of  the  police  department  of  any  par- 
ticular city.  As  I  see  it  the  police  question  Is  simply  one  of  the 
multifarious  questions  relating  to  urban  development  and  muni- 
cipal government  which  remain  unsolved  partly,  at  least,  for  the 
lack  of  adequate  data  for  reaching  sound  conclusions  or  framing 
effective  measures.  Although  my  interest  in  the  police  question 
is  mainly  of  a  platonic  or  impersonal  nature,  still  it  appeals  to 
me  somewhat  strongly  because  I  have  to  deal  professionally 
with  municipal  statistics  in  their  entirety.  Police  statistics  con- 
stitute an  important  branch  of  judicial  statistics;  and  it  must  be 
admitted  that  judicial  statistics  in  this  country  are  in  an  ex- 
tremely crude  and  unsatisfactory  condition*  This  to  my  mind 
constitutes  a  weighty  reason  for  attempting  to  secure  clearer 
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views  and  more  comprehensive  and  accurate  information  con- 
oen>ing  the  work  attempted  by  police  courts  and  police  officers. 

All  who  read  the  newspapers  with  any  care  will  admit  that 
grave  doubts  have  arisen  in  the  public  mind  as  to  the  honesty  and 
efficiency  of  the  administration  of  police  affairs  in  the  great 
cities  of  this  country,  more  particularly  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
For  more  than  ten  years  a  large  though  variable  degree  of  public 
interest  has  attached  the  New  York  police  department  by  reason 
of  the  criticisms,  investigations,  and  experimentation  to  which 
it  has  been  subjected.  Yet,  the  department  con- 
tinues to  be  a  stone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of 
offence.  Other  American  cities  have  instinc- 
tively looked  to  New  York  to  lead  the  way  in  solving  the  police 
question,  and,  for  the  most  part,  have  been  satisfied  to  temporize 
in  the  matter  of  police  reform,  even  when  local  sentiment  has 
become  aroused  to  the  need  of  it. 

The  fleeting  and  disappointing  results  of  New  York's  at- 
tempts to  abate  its  police  nuisance  have  tended  to  produce  a  wide- 
spread feeling  that  radical  improvement  of  the  police  is  imprac* 
ticable  at  present  A  vag^e  yearning  for  better  things  doubt- 
less exists  in  the  public  mind,  but  there  is  a  conspicuous  lack 
anx)ng  leaders  of  public  opinion  of  clear  convictions  as  to  the 
source  and  extent  of  existing  evils,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
measures  requisite  to  abolish  or  abate  those  evils. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  understand  the  local  situation  in  New 
York,  but  as  an  onlooker  interested  in  the  manners  and  customs 
of  cities  and  of  the  reformers  of  cities,  I  marvel  at  the  loose. 
amateurish  methods  employed  in  developing  and  conducting  the 
New  York  plan  of  campaign.  There  has  been  notable  lack  of 
scientific  method  in  the  plans  and  eflforts  of  the  accusers,  the 
in ev est i gators  and  the  governors  of  the  police;  and  strange  to 
say,  the  professional  students  and  teachers  of  political  science 
seem  to  have  failed  to  urge  the  adoption  of  the  comparative 
method  of  study  and  investigation.  From  the  days  of  the  Lexow 
Committee  until  now  there  has  been  a  naive  disregard,  or  obli- 
viousness rather,  of  the  experience  of  other  cities  than  New 
York;  although  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  there  are  cities 
in  Christendom,  not  a  few,  that  have  well  organized,  well  dis- 
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ciplined  and  well  managed  departments  of  police.  If  New  York 
would  only  attack  its  police  problem  as  intelligently  as  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  has  recently  attacked  tlie 
question  of  fire  hazards  and  fire  protection,  in  American  cities, 
or  as  the  National  Civic  Federation  promises  to  attack  the  ques- 
tion of  municipal  ownership,  a  long  step  would  be  taken  towards 
illuminating  and  settling  tliis  hitherto  dark  and  baffling  question^ 
viz.  what  must  American  cities  do  to  secure  honest  and  effective 
police  protection  for  life  and  property? 

One  of  the  most  crj'ing  needs  at  the  present  moment  is  precise 
and  adequate  information  as  to  the  results  of  police  admitiistra- 

.  tion    in   our   great    cities.     The   literature    and 

Iiifdrmatiftn  Statistics  bearing  on  this  comparatively  narrow 
subject  are  wofully  meagre  and  unsatisfying. 
Any  law  library  affords  tomes  on  the  police  powers  of  the  govern- 
ment j  but  if  one  seeks  authentic,  comparative  data  touching  the 
organization,  duties  and  actual  work  performed  by  the  police 
departments  of  the  principal  cities  of  Great  Britain  or  the  United 
States,  he  must  content  himself  with  meagre  and  irrelevant  re- 
sultSr  at  the  cost  of  inordinate  labor,  in  a  practically  neglected 
field.  One  finds  stones  about  prisons  and  prisoners,  and  the 
simple  annals  of  a  particular  department  occasionally  find  a 
printer,  as  do  the  reminiscences  of  deposed  or  superannuated 
chiefs;  but  such  literature  is  on  the  whole  less  informing  than 
detective  stories — it  raises  more  questions  than  it  answers. 

Inasmuch  as  the  root  out  of  which  our  police  system,  like  most 
of  our  municipal  institutionSj  has  developed  is  of  British  origin, 
one  naturally  looks  to  English  sources  for  infor- 
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institutions  from  which  our  crwn  have  sprung.  Here  again  com- 
prehensive treatment  of  our  subject  is  hard  to  find.  Pike's  "  His- 
tory of  Crime  in  England  "  deals  incidentally  but  instructively 
with  the  more  significant  functions  of  the  police  establishment  at 
various  epochs.  The  best  comprehensive  work  known  to  me,  is 
"A  History  of  Police  in  England  "  by  Capt,  W,  L.  Melville  Lee, 
which  bears  the  recent  date  of  1901.  These  books  are  sugges- 
tive  and  helpful  so  far  as  they  go.  The  subject  of  police  in  its 
le;gal  and  constitutional  relations^  is  well  treated  by  RedlJch  and 


Hirst  in  their 
England." 

Aifter  all,  it  is  hardly  surprising,  that  the  institutioa  of  the 
police  has  not  received  more  satisfactory  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  students  and  writers.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  de- 
velopment of  municipal  institutions  in  England  as  we  know  them 
has  taken  place  in  recent  times.  Municipal  government  In  Eng^- 
land  was  both  chaotic  and  corrupt  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
Reform  Law,  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1835  sigtiaJ- 
ized  the  first  vigorous  attempt  of  the  British  government  to  treat 
the  question  of  Jocal  government  by  municipal  corporations  in  a 
broad  and  effective  way.  As  might  be  expected,  it  was  otherwise 
on  the  continent  of  Europe.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  gen- 
era! municipal  code  in  the  Scandinaviau  countries  as  early  as  the 
thirteenth  century.  For  instance,  the  **  By  Love/*  i.  e.,  the  By- 
Laws  or  the  Municipal  Code  of  Bergen  in  Norway  were  estab- 
lished in  the  year  1275  or  thereabouts,  and  other  similar  codes 
nearly  as  ancient  have  come  down  to  us. 

Our  modem  policeman,  not  infrequently  termed  a  constable  or 
pohce  constable,  is  derived  from  an  extranely  ancient  function- 
Lary,  namely,  the  reeve,  the  tithing  man,  the  head  borough,  or  the 
parish  constable,  as  he  was  termed  at  various 
periods.  At  first  he  represented  his  tithing  or 
township  in  the  meeting  of  the  hundred  and  the 
shire,  being  elected  for  that  purpose  by  those  who  constituted 
the  group  to  which  he  belonged.  He  was  a  representative  officer 
with  peace  powers.  Gradually  his  work  became  onerous  as  his 
functions  became  diversified  and  his  responsibilities  were  in- 
creased ;  till  finally  it  was  quite  usual  for  the  duties  of  the  con- 
stable to  be  performed  by  a  deputy  for  the  sake  of  casual  fees  for 
casual  acts.  There  was  also  an  ancient  system  of  watch  and 
ward  in  walled  towns  and  boroughs.  The  night-watch  more 
nearly  than  the  constables  resembled  our  police  officers,  although 
they  did  not  give  tlieir  entire  time  to  their  duties  ajid  were  notor- 
iously stupid  and  inefficient.  Even  in  London  the  first  constables 
paid  to  give  all  their  time  to  tlieir  duties,  did  not  appear  upon  the 
scene  until  the  year  1753,  and  their  number  was  small.  Not  till 
1856  did  the  law  provide  for  a  uniform  system  of  stipcndary 
police  throughout  England  and  Wales 
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For  the  first  quarter  of  thie  nineteenth  century  the  criminal 
classes  of  London  were  defiant  and  barely  held  in  check,  there 
being  no  general  system  adapted  to  modern  conditions  for  the 
protection  of  the  law-abiding  either  in  respect  to  tlieir  persons 
or  their  property.  This  condition  of  things  arose  from  the 
utter  break- down  of  the  ancient  system  of  peace-officers  along 
with  other  governmental  machinery  that  had  originally  devek>ped 
under  rural  and  semi -barbarous  conditions.  The  administrative 
chaos  due  to  the  incapacity  and  impotence  of  local  authorities  and 
the  conflicting  jurisdictions  of  petty  constables,  "  thief-takers  " 
the  horse  patrol,  and  other  kinds  of  constable  was  such  that 
merchants,  travelers  and  householders  were  forced  to  combine 
and  provide  protection  at  their  own  expense  against  thieves, 
highwaymen  and  murderers.  Finally,  matters  became  so  bad  as 
to  be  unbearable  even  by  conservative  Londoners  and  a  conserva- 
tive government. 

In  1829  Sir  Robert  Peel,  after  the  report  of  a  Parliamentary 
Commission  that  "it  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  devise  some  means  to  give  greater  security 
to  persons  and  propert>%"  was  enabled  to  estab- 
lish a  system  of  Metropolitan  police  under  the  immediate  control 
of  two  commissioners  appointed  by  and  responsible  to  the  Home 
Secretary.  Peel's  aim  was  to  organize  a  central  agency  capable 
of  taking  entire  charge  of  police  affairs  in  every  parish  in 
London  or  near  it;  but  he  did  not  venture  to  include  the  city  of 
London  which  to  this  day  has  retained  jurisdiction  over  its 
constabulary.  Nor  would  Parliament  sanction  the  reduction  of 
all  classes  of  constables,  watchmen  and  thief-takers  to  the  control 
of  the  new  office  in  Scotland  Yard.  But  by  1839  it  came  about 
that  within  fifteen  miles  of  Charing  Cross  there  remained  but  two 
police  forces,  the  Metropolitan  and  that  of  the  City  of  London, 

The  introduction  of  system  and  responsible  control  led  to  im- 
mediate cheeky  almost  rout,  of  tlie  criminal  classes  in  London ;  so 
the  provincial  cities  and  the  counties  became  the  field  of  their 
operations.  The  Metropolitan  Police  furnished  the  new  model 
for  police  reform,  which  ultimately  spread  throughout  the  coun- 
try  by  stages  which  we  need  not  take  time  to  recount  here. 
Even  some  American  cities  have  attempted  to  profit  by  the  police 
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reforms  instituted  by  Peel.     "  Peeler  "  is,  or  was  in  my  boyhood^ 
a  cant  term  for  policeman  in  New  England, 
The  history  of  the  development  of  the  British  Police  System 

illustrates  and  emphasizes  the  necessity  of  placing  the  control  and 
administration  of  police  affairs  in  the  hands  of  capable  men 
specially  trained  for  their  business.  England  has  an  efficient  sys- 
tem of  police,  but  is  far  from  being  a  "  Police  State  *■  in  the  sense 
that  Pntssia  and  France  are  Police  states.  The  Home  Secretary 
has  no  such  powers  as  are  exercised  by  the  Minister  of  the 
Interior  in  a  continental  state.  Laws  for  the  police  are  made  by 
Parliament  and  not  by  those  who  administer  police  affairs. 
Coumy,  borough  and  metropolitan  police  are  all  subject  to  in- 
spection and  a  measure  of  supervision  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Home  Office,  but  as  a  rule  police  officials  and  police  constables 
are  not  appointed  by  the  Home  Office  or  subject  to  removal  by  it. 
The  local  police  are  required  to  report  to  the  Home  Secretary 
in  accordance  with  forms  and  rules  prescribed  by  him.  The 
Home  Secretary  may  make  suggestions,  but  he  cannot  give  or- 
ders that  such  and  such  things  shall  be  done  so  and  so.  The 
administrative  control  of  the  police  departtnents  of  Glasgow  and 
Birming^ham,  for  instance,  is  lodged  in  a  Watch  Committee 
chosen  by  the  Council  from  among  its  own  members.  Should  it 
be  reported  to  the  Home  Office  that  the  borough  or  county 
police  are  improperly  organized  or  fall  short  of  certain  standards 
of  efficiency,  the  Home  Office,  which  under  ordinary  conditions 
defrays,  out  of  the  national  treasury,  one-half  of  the  sum  re- 
quired to  pay  and  clothe  the  police,  would  withhold  its  grant* 
It  is  not  within  recent  memory  that  any  city  has  been  found  de- 
ficient and  has  lost  its  grant  in  aid  for  police  maintenance.  We 
have  then,  in  England,  a  system  of  central  control  and  super- 
vision which  makes  for  efficiency  without  intermeddling  on  the 
part  of  the  central  authority  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
local  authorities. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware  responsible,  central  control  of  local  police 
departments  has  not  been  developed  anywhere  in  this  country 
in  accordance  with  the  English  method.  The  police  department 
of  New  York  is  directly  responsible  to  the  Mayor,  though  it  is 
subject  to  arbitrary  and  more  or  less  ill-considered  interference 
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by  the  Legislature  at  Albany.  The  cities  of 
Baltimore  and  Boston  have  police  boards  ap- 
pointed by  the  governors  of  their  respective 
states.  The  Governor,  of  Massachusetts,  after  a  proper  trial, 
may  remove  a  Boston  police  comniissioner,  for  cause,  but  there  is 
no  State  bureau  or  official  who  exercises  powers  of  inspection  or 
supervision  over  the  Boston  police  department.  If  a  reasonable 
system  of  central  control  on  the  part  of  the  State  over  the  police 
departments  of  cities  could  be  devised,  due  regard  being  shown 
to  local  rights  and  susceptibilities,  we  might  secure  a  larger  meas* 
ure  of  police  efficiency  than  is  possible  under  our  present  irre- 
sponsible and  antiquated  methods  of  procedure. 

In  this  connection  two  hopeful  experiments  in  the  organization 
of  State  Constabulary  may  be  noted.  Texas  has  established  a 
corps  of  Texas  Rangers,  who  resemble  in  their  organization  and 
functions  the  mounted  police  in  Canada,  and  within  two  years  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  has  established  a  force  of  mounted  State 
constables  who  are  responsible  to  the  Governor  of  the  State.  This 
experiment  appears  to  be  largely  due  to  the  initiative  of  Governor 
Pennypacker,  who  has  instituted  this  policy ^ 
partly  with  a  view  of  cutting  dovvn  expenses 
incident  to  the  caUing  out  of  the  militia  to  quell 
strike  riots,  and  partly  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  more  inde- 
pendent, vigorous  and  trustworthy  body  of  men  in  times  of 
emergency  than  were  the  old  Coal  and  Iron  Police  so  called. 
These  experiments  are  most  significant  and  encouraging.  Is  it 
too  much  to  assume  that  any  state  or  city  that  wills  to  have  its 
police  affairs  vigorously  conducted  by  capable  and  honest  men, 
can  find  ways  and  means  to  secure  tiiem? 

Avoidance  or  postponement  of  police  reform  in  our  larger 
cities  cannot  be  indefinitely  prolonged.  The  difficulties  inherent 
in  the  police  question,  by  reason  of  its  magnitude  and  its  in- 
tricacy, should  be  fully  admitted  and  then  accurately  defined  and 
weighed,  to  the  end  that  appropriate  and  adequate  measures  may 
l>e  devised  for  overcofning  them.  Pending  the  full  awakening  of 
public  interest,  the  whole  question  should  receive  patient,  con* 
secutive  and  searching  investigation — so  that  enlightened  views 
and  wise  policies  may  prevail  when  an  aroused  public  opinion 
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shall  demand  better  laws,  better  methods  and  better  men  in  the 
conduct  of  police  affairs. 

I  submit  that  this  subject  should  appeal  peculiarly  to  the  Na- 
tional Municipal  League  which  has  distinguished  itself  by  the 
manner  and  method  which  it  has  employed  in  promoting  the 
discussion  of  questions  whicJi  k  has  made  its  own— municipal 
charters,  for  instance.  What  is  needed  is  a  preliminary  survey 
of  the  actual  situation  in  a  few  typical  cities ;  then  patient  investi- 
gation ;  then  a  report  on  the  facts  with  recommendations  as  to 
measures.  Let  the  Leagtie  arouse  public  opinion — and  be  pre- 
pared to  furnish  information  and  arguments  for  use  wherever 
they  may  be  needed— and  it  will  be  no  very  difficult  matter  to 
enlist  men  for  field  operations  in  one  or  many  cities,  in  short, 
wherever  an  aggressive  campaign  can  hopefully  be  waged. 

To  develope  such  a  plan  of  campaign  will  require  time  and 
zeal  as  well  as  money,  A  hopeful  beginning  would  be  made  if 
you  could  endow  investigation  by  a  small  committee  or  even  by 
one  man  who  should  become  saturated  with  knowledge  of  the 
subject  and  devoured  by  interest  in  it  Having  surveyed  and  pre- 
empted the  field  it  would  be  a  comparatively  easy  matter  to 
colonize  and  cultivate  it.  But  I  am  clear  in  my  conviction  that 
the  thing  most  needed,  at  this  juncture,  is  a  comprehensive, 
careful  sustained  study  of  the  essential  facts,  by  impartial  and 
trained  investigators.  So  I  bring  the  matter  before  you  in  this 
way  that  you  may  think  about  it. 
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By  EDWARD  K.  SUMERWELL,  Esq.,  East  Orange,  New  Jcfacy. 
Secretary  of  th«  Kew  Jersey  Stale  Civic  Fed  ct  All  on. 

In  oonsfdering  reform  movements  we  are  struck  at  once  by  the 
diflference  between  theory  and  experience.  This  distinction  must 
be  kept  ever  in  mind  and  given  its  due  significance  if  we  arc  to 
attain  the  'best  results.  Let  us,  then,  seek  its  application  to  the 
work  of  civic  reform,  which  is  the  object  of  the  National  Munici- 
pal League,  under  whose  auspices  we  meet,  as  well  as  of  the 
New  Jersey  State  Civic  Federation  and  similar  bodies  here  rep- 
resented. 

Reform  in  its  true  sense  and  ultimate  essence  is  inevitably  ideal- 
istic.    Once  started  on  its  beneficent  way,  there  is  no  logical  rea- 
son why  it  should  stop  short  of  the  complete  realization  of  its 
aims.     In  theory,  wherever  reform  is  needed  at 
all,  it  cannot  come  too  soon,  last  too  long,  or 
relax  its  highest  activities  until  absolute  perfec- 
tion is  achieved — or,  in  other  words,  until  the  millennium  has 
arrived. 

In  practice,  however,  it  may  be  that  a  less  strenuous  rule  should 
^H  obtain,  or,  at  least,  that  the  austerities  of  idealistic  reform  should 
^M  be  somewhat  tempered  in  their  adaptation  to  existing  conditions. 
^P  We  are  but  weak,  frail  mortals,  after  all — reformers  included — 
V  and,  in  seeking  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,  we  may 

I  well  take  note  of  the  means  and  material  at  disposal  and,  with- 

I  out  undue  departure  from  the  strict  line  of  duty,  strive  to  so  use 

I  those  means  as  to  lead  to  the  best  and  surest  practical  results. 

I  My  plea,  to-day,  therefore  is  for  "  Sanity  in  the  Conduct  of 

^^       Civic  Reform  Movements/' 

^H  For  many  years  in  this  country,  the  appeal  of  the  reform«r 

^^^  (399) 
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has  been  heard — but^  in  the  main,  as  **  the  voice  of  one  crying  in 
the  wilderness."  Not  until  very  recently  has  he  been  taken  at  all 
seriously.  By  the  unthinking  he  has  been  classed  with  tlie  dema- 
gogues and  marplots  who  are  endured  as  among  the  necessary 
evils  of  a  free  country  where  every  one  may  speak,  act  and  vote 
as  he  chooses. 

The  average  citizen  has  generally  accepted  the  city  government 
provided  for  to-day,  taking  no  thought  for  the  morrow — on  the 
theory  doubtless,  that  '*  sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof," 
This  condition  of  apathy  arises  from  a  variety  of  causes  which 
have  been  the  subject  of  careful  study  by  the  National  Municipal 
League,  and  which  I  shall  not  now  attempt  to  analyze.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  at  this  time,  that  a  proper  understanding  of  these 
causes  underlies  any  rational  discussion  of  the  movements  de- 
signed to  improve  the  situation  resulting  from  them. 

Civic  reform  cannot  succeed  without  organization  of  the  high- 
est and  most  effective  type.  Government  voices  the  demands 
and  aspirations  of  organized  society.  Under  our  theory  of 
government,  the  majority  rules  and,  presumably, 
this  rule  is  beneficent,  as  we  assume  that  on  the 
whole  we  are  a  morale  intelligent,  self-respecting 
people.  If  then  our  government  is  bad,  it  would  seem  to  be,  not 
because  the  majority  are  bad,  but  because  a  bad  minority  has 
temporarily  seized  the  reins  of  power.  In  point  of  fact,  this  is 
precisely  the  condition  of  affairs  which  gives  rise  to  civic  reforms 
and  compels  their  activities. 

In  coping  with  this  condition,  the  individual,  as  such,  is  almost 
powerless.  However  clear  his  oonceptions  or  high  his  ideals, 
alone  and  unaided  he  can  do  little  or  nothing.  If  in  a  given  cit>' 
it  is  publicly  noticed  that  reform  is  really  needed,  it  is  because 
things  political  have  there  come  to  such  a  pass  that  even  the 
apathetic  average  citizen  ts  disturbed.  Needless  to  say  that 
long  before  this  crisis  has  been  reached,  a  few  zealous  spirits  have 
been  burning  with  indignation,  predicting  the  direst  disaster*  and 
likely  planning  a  complete  change  as  the  only  hope  of  the 
community.  This  situation  means,  not  that  one  man  is  abusing 
his  power,  but  that  many  are  actively  or  passively  assisting,  and 
this   implies  an   efficient   organization   of   the   malevolent   type. 
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Against  this  an  equally  well  equipped  organization  of  the  benefi- 
cent t3rpe  can  alone  hope  to  prevail.  Hence  it  is  necessary  that 
the  zealous  few  ally  with  themselves  the  apathetic  many  and  make 
common  cause  against  the  common  enemy.  How  to  do  this  is, 
after  all,  the  real  prohlem  of  civic  reform. 

In  dealing  with  governmental  questions,  we  must  keep  in  mind 
the  underlying  fact  that  back  of  all  government  are  the  individual 
citizens  for  whose  well-being  government  is  instituted  and  main- 
tained. They  must  be  dealt  with  in  the  mass,  to  be  sure,  but  the 
mass  is  made  up  of  separate  units — each  a  living  entity  having  the 
moving  impulses,  the  ambitions,  the  limitations  and  the  frailities 
of  us  all.  In  this  view  human  nature  becomes 
BP^    ^  at  once  a  vital  factor  in  the  problem,  and  I  sub- 

mit that  we  shall  make  headway  more  rapidly 
and  satisfactorily,  if  we  treat  the  subject  from  this  view-point. 

Reformers  have  no  monopoly  of  virtue.  Assuming  that  we 
mean  well  and  are  always  in  the  right,  it  does  not  follow  that  all 
others  are  wrong  and  ill-disposed.  Nominally,  at  least,  the  pub- 
lic chooses  its  servants  and  is  responsible  for  the  exercise  of  its 
judgment.  In  many  cases,  we  have  found  tliat  even  the  most 
ardent  reformers  may  err  in  their  judgment  and  fall  short  of  per- 
fection, so  we  see  that  here  as  elsewhere  tact,  tolerance,  modera- 
tion, experience  and  real  ability— in  iine,  all  the  qualities  of  true 
leadership — are  indispensable. 

Human  nature  is  the  same  in  or  out  of  office.  We  love  hon3rs 
and  commendation,  but  no  one  welcomes  detraction  or  abuse. 
Officeholders,  occupying  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  read- 
ily recognize  in  themselves  "  the  very  elect/'  and  their  friends  are 
quite  willing  to  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  their  favor,  and  inflate 
their  vanity  by  unstinted  adulation.  To  such,  the  tug  of  hostile 
criticism  must  be  galling  indeed,  and  we  need  not  wonder  that 
they  resent  it.  It  must  be  conceded  too,  that  even  when  under 
fire,  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  usual  presumption  of 
innocence.  Nor  is  it  fair  to  indulge  in  sweeping  genera!  charges. 
Where  reform  in  city  government  is  needed,  a  general  plan  or 
policy  should  first  be  mapped  out,  adapted  to  the  local  conditions, 
and  working  along  well-defined  lines  to  deiinite  ends.  If  then, 
in  the  progress  of  this  general  plan,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
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criticise  or  condemn  individuals,  the  charges  should  be  specific 
and  all  personalities  should  be  seduously  avoided ^  except  in  so 
far  as  they  may  be  requisite  to  the  proper  disposition  of  the  case 
in  hand.  Let  no  time  be  wasted  in  personal  bickerings,  when 
larger  public  interests  must  meanwhile  suffer  thereby.  Reform- 
ers are  prone  to  scatter  their  energies,  leaving  the  main  road  to 
trace  out  the  devious  windings  in  the  careers  of  divers  and  sundry 
individuals,  instead  of  pressing  steadily  forward  along  the  broad 
highway  to  greater  and  more  enduring  results. 

In  this  comi^tion  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  what  has  been 
done  along  these  lines  in  our  own  State  of  New  Jersey — not  that 
we  lay  claim  to  any  special  merit  in  methods  or  superior  value  in 
results,  but  merely  ibecause  our  work  illustrates  the  point  I  wish 
to  make.  Let  us  take,  for  example,  the  case  of  residents  in  the 
Oranges,  well  known  everywhere  as  suburban  towns  within  an 
hour's  travel  of  New  York  City,  and  therefore  inhabited  in  large 
part  by  New  York  business  and  professional  men. 

Our  situation  is  unique.     We  reside  in  one  state  and  do  busi- 

ess  in  another,  and  as  a  rule  know  very  little  about  either.     We 

ar€  at  tiie  edge  of  each  state  and  even  those  of  our  citizens  who 

travel  for  business  or  pleasure  have  slight  oc- 

■  fu  ^^^  ^^°  casion  to  visit  the  capital  of  either  state  or  come 
m  the  Oranges.     ,  ^  ,  ,        ^  ,r 

into  contact  with  our  fellow-citizens  residmg  m 

other  sections  of  them.  In  addition,  we  have,  of  course,  the  local 
business  men,  whose  interests  center  entirely  at  home.  They 
usually  know  each  other  better  and  are  in  closer  touch  with 
local  affairs  than  is  possible  in  the  case  of  the  commuting  element. 
The  result  is  that  they  easily  secure  control  of  local  politics. 
An  unfortunate  incident  of  this  is  that  in  most  towns  and  cities 
of  the  type  under  consideration,  mutual  jealousies  are  thus  en- 
gendered and  a  form  of  class  spirit  springs  up  which  adds  to  the 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  public  questions  in  a  rational  way. 

As  may  be  readily  imagined,  this  is  fruitful  soil  for  the  trained 

political  leaders  in  the  few  large  cities  of  our  State,  who  have 

gradually  built  up  an  organization  of  tremendous  power.     Aided 

by  our  archaic  state  constitution,  they  have  controlled  the  elec- 

ons  in  most  cases  year  after  year.     With  the  growth  of  our 

rporation  activities,  they  have  allied  with  themselves  the  great 


captains  of  mdustry  and  finance,  who  are  only  too  glad  to  join 
in  the  exploitation  of  our  valuable  franchises,  Flattered  by  their 
attentions  and  willing  to  share  in  their  prosperity,  many  of  the 
local  residents  have  conrte  into  affiliation  with  thein,  thus  com- 
pleting the  political  machine  in  all  its  working  parts. 

It  is  manifest  that  such  a  machine  is  incapable  of  serving  the 
public.  It  has  too  many  special  interests  to  conserve.  Yet  ow- 
ing to  the  conditions  already  adverted  to,  the  efforts  of  the  zeal- 
ous few  to  arouse  the  public  failed  until,  in  the  process  of  evo- 
lution, forms  of  organization  amoitg  our  citizens  were  developed. 
which  seem  adapted  to  the  work  in  hand.  Briefly,  these  consist 
of  local  clubs  and  societies,  non-partisan  in  their  character  and 
usually  composed  of  the  conservative  elements  in  the  community^ 
who  are  averse  to  political  activities  of  any  kind,  except  as  made 
necessary  as  a  means  of  civic  betterment  and  self-preservation. 
In  the  Oranges,  these  organizations  include,  among  others,  the 
New  England  Society  and  the  Civics  Qub  of  Orange,  in  which 
all  matters  of  general  as  well  as  local  interest  are  discussed,  and 
the  Citizens'  Union  of  East  Orange,  which  takes  cognizance  al- 
most entirely  of  local  affairs.  These  clubs  and  societies  are 
.  .  banded  together  through  the  medium  of  tlie  New 
^©^ioii*^^^°  Jersey  State  Civic  Federation,  which  is  designetl 
to  enable  these  various  organizations  through- 
out the  state  to  co-ordinate  their  forces  in  aid  of  movements  ol 
such  scope  and  importance  as  to  require  combined  efforts  through 
the  legislature  or  otherwise.  The  State  Civil  Service  Reform  As- 
sociation is  also  an  active  agency  for  good,  working  in  co-oper- 
ation with  the  National  Civil  Service  Reform  League. 

Some  idea  of  the  usefulness  of  these  organizations  may  be 
gileaned  from  a  brief  survey  of  their  recent  work.  In  his  latest 
annual  report,  the  Secretary  of  the  New  England  Society  of 
Orange,  referring  to  the  various  subjects  acted  upon  by  the 
Society  during  the  past  year,  adds  the  following  significant 
comment : 

*'  It  will  be  seen  from  this  cursory  review  that  the  topics  have 
been  of  vital  interest  to  the  community  and  to  the  State  at  large. 
The  Society  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  taking  steps  that  will 
eventually  lead  to  great  reforms  in  municipal  conditions  in  this 
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State.  The  credit  certainly  belongs  to  this  Society  foi 
a  decisive  &tand  for  equal  taxataon  aiid  tiie  limiting  o 
franchise,  and  the  Committee  in  charge  of  these  subjects  de- 
serves commendation  for  the  vigorous  manner  in  which  the 
campaign  was  conducted.  The  results  show  that  there  is  a 
place  in  ever>^  intelligent  community  for  an  organization  similar 
to  this  one,  and  that  by  united  effort  public  opinion  can  be 
moulded  to  bring  about  better  dvic  conditions  than  have  existed 
in  the  past/* 

The  Civics  Club  of  Orange  has  given  its  at- 
tention during  the  past  year  to  the  following 
questions,  among  others,  namely: 

1.  Franchise  grants  to  public  service  corporations. 

2.  Track  elevation  or  depression  through  the  Oranges- 

3.  Street  Qosing  and  Grade  Crossings. 

4.  Sewage  DisposaJ. 

5.  New  Water  Supply,  and  a  Municipal  Electric  Light  Plant 
for  Orange. 

The  State  Civic  Federation  is  at  present  engaged  upon  fife 
specific  state  issues,  namely: 

1.  Limited  Franchises, 

2.  Equal  Taxation, 

3.  Franchise  Taxation. 

4.  The  Direct  Election  of  United  States  Senators. 

5.  The  Morris  Canal  AbandonmenL 
The  Citizens'  Union  of  East  Orange  was  one  of  the  pioneer* 

in  the  great  movement  which  has  done  so  much  for  the  cntirt 
State  of  New  Jersey  and  has  to  its  credit  a  record  of  achievement 
of  which  all  the  friends  of  civic  reform  everywhere  may  be  justly 
proud.  For  many  years  our  city  government  in  East  Orange 
was  merely  a  cog  in  the  county,  state  and  national  political  nii- 
chine.  The  great  majority  of  our  citizens  are  of  the  same  poli- 
tical faith,  and  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned,  took  oitly  » 

slight  and  superficial  interest  in  the  conduct  of 
The  East  q^^  ]q^  affairs.    The  result  was  a  deterioration 

urange  Litizonr   j^  ^j^^  character  of  our  city  government,  and  tJie 

dominance  of  corporate  influences,  especially 
with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  our  public  service  franchises. 
Finding  all  efforts  within  the  party  to  be  fruitless,  many  of  oitf 
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best  citizens  spontaneously  came  together  in  the  organization  of 
a  non-partisan  local  body,  modeled  closely  upon  the  lines  of  the 
Citizens'  Union  of  New  York-  Taking  as  its  slogan  **  non- 
partisanship  in  the  management  of  our  local  affairs/'  we  have 
elected  to  public  office  representative  citizens  of  the  highest 
stamp,  who  have  set  for  us  new  standards  of  public  service. 
Through  our  officers  and  committees,  in  our  public  meetings  and 
through  the  press,  we  have  given  them  our  support  in  carrying 
forward  the  important  reforms  undertaken  by  them,  and  have 
succeeded  in  arousing  a  general  interest  in  the  work  of  civic  re- 
form all  over  the  state.  We  hold  that  the  conduct  of  our  local 
affairs  should  be  entirely  freed  from  the  control  of  county  and 
state  political  managers.  While  each  of  our  members  is  urged 
to  give  his  loyal  support  to  the  platform  of  his  own  political  party 
on  the  great  issues  of  the  clay,  we  hold  ourselves  at  liberty  to  unite 
with  all  our  neighbors,  regardless  of  creed  or  party  affiliation, 
in  the  selection  of  the  best  men  to  serve  us  as  the  city's  business 
agents.  While  we  have  not  hesitated  to  condemn  upon  occasion, 
we  have  not  withheld  commendation  where  we  deemed  it  to  be 
deserved  and  have  honestly  tried  to  do  our  share  in  making  our 
city  a  better  and  more  desirable  place  to  live  in.  The  results  speak 
for  themselves,  and  it  has  been  especially  gratifying  to  us  that  our 
counsel  and  co-operation  have  often  been  invited  in  aid  of  similar 
movements  in  other  communities  throughout  the  state. 

Now  the  very  existence  of  all  these  organizations,  working  so 
zealously  upon  so  many  varied  interests,  yet  all  directed  to  one 
common  end— civic  betterment— implies  something  wrong  in  the 
body  politic.  It  is  inconceivable  that  so  many  busy  men  and 
women  would  take  so  much  time  and  trouble  and  incur  so  much 
expense  in  the  maintenance  of  these  organizations,  if  there  were 
not  the  positive  need  of  such  corrective  influences.  It  must  be 
evident  too,  that  the  order  of  things  which  they  oppose  is  very 
strongly  entrenched.  It  is  idle,  therefore,  to  expect  that  these 
powerful  influences,  operating  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  com- 
munity, can  be  counteracted,  save  by  the  use  of  the  soundest  and 
most  practical  means  in  opposition. 

Now,  in  devising  and  carrying  out  plans  lor  civic  reform  work 
whether  through  the  medium  of  a  distinct  organization  or  other- 


SSmS^  .  -'^'  ^  ™'^^  reformers  arc  amateurs  in  poll* 
tics  and  are  more  richly  endowed  with  en- 
thusiasni  than  experience.  Before  attempting  to  pass  judg- 
nient  upon  the  mistakes  of  others,  they  will  do  well  to 
learn,  not  only  the  causes  of,  but  the  remedies  for  such  mis- 
takes. In  no  way  can  this  be  done  so  effectively  as  through 
personal  contact  and  acquaintance  with  the  leading  spirits  in  such 
work  in  the  great  cities  of  the  country,  a  painstaking  study  and 
investigation  of  the  work  done  by  the  successful  civic  reform  or- 
ganizations, and  the  application  to  the  specific  local  situation  of 
the  methods  which  have  elsewhere  stood  tlic  tests  of  time  and  ex- 
perience. The  City  of  New  York  is  tlie  seat  and  centre  of  a  large 
number  of  public  bodies  which  may  well  furnish  inspiration,  ex- 
ample and  instruction  along  these  lines.  Among  others  may  be 
mentioned  the  National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  the  Keform 
Qub  and  the  City  Qub,  the  Citizens'  Union  and  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Social  Service.  Connected  with  each  is  a  body  of  earn- 
est, public-spirited  workers  in  the  cause  of  civic  reform  who  are 
always  delighted  to  assist  in  tlie  inauguration  of  such  work  any- 
where. Their  headquarters  are  veritable  storehouses  of  the 
literature  and  experience  of  civic  reform  amid  all  the  varying 
conditions  found  in  this  country  and  a;broad.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  a  fatal  mistake  will  be  made  by  any  one,  desirous  of 
contributing  by  his  own  work  to  this  great  cause,  who  shall  fail 
to  inform  himself  through  a  study  of  these  and  similar  organ- 
izations. 

Guided  by  their  experience  and  following  the  leadership  of 
practical  and  disinterested  men,  it  is  possible  in  any  communis  to 
set  in  motion  a  train  of  influences  which  will  insure  a  return  to 
rational  and  business-like  methods.  It  will  not  do,  however,  to 
take  up  too  many  lines  of  work.  It  is  far  better  to  settle  down  at 
once  on  a  few  vitally  needed  reforms  until  definite  results  appear, 
as  object-lessons  and  incentives  to  further  and  more  extended 
undertakings.  Meanwhile  with  broadening  experience  will  come 
increased  efficiency  and  facility  in  dealing  with  public  questions 
and  public  men  and,  pointing  to  a  record  rather  than  a  prospec- 
tus,  more  generous  support  may  be  obtained. 


"  But/'  it  may  be  asked,  ''  are  not  these  ideals  too  exalted  for 
this  work- a- day  world.  Can  men  be  found  fitted  to  lead  re- 
form movements  along  these  high  lines?"  So  far,  I  have  re- 
frained from  personal  allusions.  This  point,  however,  can  be  best 
argued  in  the  light  of  concrete  experience.  Speaking  to  an  au- 
,  dience  interested  in  all  that  makes  for  a  truer 

-     _  -  _  f  and  better  civic  life,  and  meeting  on  New  Jersey 

soil  and  seeking  to  draw  inspiration  from  New 
Jersey's  fight  for  civic  reform,  I  shall  surely  be  permitted 
to  dwell  briefly  on  the  contributions  made  to  this  great 
cause  by  two  of  our  noblest  citizens  who  have  so  lately 
passed  from  us — both  taken  in  the  full  tide  of  their  active  and 
beneficent  careers  and  each  of  them  leaving  a  priceless  heritage 
of  good  deeds  and  inspiring  example — Ardier  Brown  and  Henry 
H,  Hall,  the  first  and  second  president,  respectively,  of  the  Citi- 
zens' Union  of  East  Orange. 

They  were  men  cast  in  the  grandest  mold,  worthy  to  lead,  as 
they  did  lead,  in  every  good  work,  in  church,  society,  state  and 
ccmimerce.  In  every  walk  of  life,  they  measured  itp  to  the  full 
stature  of  manhood  of  the  finest  type.  Personally  modest,  un- 
assuming and  retiring,  they  shunned  public  honors  and  accepted 
leadership  only  in  response  to  the  urgent  call  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  in  their  times  of  need.  They  are  held  in  affectronate 
remembrance  by  all  who  knew  them  and  their  counsel  and  ex- 
ample will  be  ever  with  us  as  a  guide  and  inspiration  in  continu- 
ing the  work  to  which  they  gave  so  freely  of  their  time  and 
substance. 

I  trust  it  may  not  be  deemed  invidious  to  mention  also  in  this 
presence  another  leader  whom  we  hold  in  as  high  esteem,  and 
trust  yet  to  have  with  us  for  many  years  to  come.  The  name 
of  the  Rev.  Adolph  Roeder  of  Orange  is  known  and  honored 
wherever  the  work  of  civic  reform  in  New  Jersey  extends.  He 
has  labored  so  unceasingly  in  so  many  fields  of  kindliness  and 
beneficence,  that  he  may  with  propriety  be  cited  as  a  notable  and 
conspicMOUs  illustration  of  the  sort  of  men  we  nee<!  in  every 
community  to  combat  the  forces  which  threaten  to  undermine 
civic  morality  and  debase  our  public  service.  So  long  as  we  have 
with  us  such  men^and  they  are  to  be  found  in  every  American 
community — we  need  not  despair  of  the  future* 
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Finally  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  those  who,  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  have  guided  and  governed  the  National 

Municipal  League  through  its  long  and  honor- 
^^**J  .  .  able  career  of  usefulness.  It  has  afforded  a 
Dal  Lea^ae"^^"  ^^^^^^^  forum  for  the  discussion  of  these  great 

principles  and  has  yearly  brought  together  rep- 
resentatives of  every  shade  of  thought  and  policy  in  a  frank  inter- 
change of  views.  To  its  officers,  it  must  be  the  source  of  the 
keenest  satisfaction  to  see  the  spread  of  the  ideas  which  have 
been  advanced  in  these  annual  gatherings,  and  to  know  that  they 
have  worthily  borne  their  share  in  directing  the  work  of  civic  re- 
form along  right  lines  and  keeping  it  within  the  practical  channels 
which  may  be  justly  described  as  "  Sanity  in  the  Conduct  of 
Civic  Reforms." 


A  Fundamental   Principle  in   Civic 
Education. 


The  Child's 

Attttude, 


By  WILLIAM  CHAUNCY  LANGDON,  New  York, 

The  whole  nature  of  the  boy  is  turned  toward  the  future.  His 
life  is  a  life  in  the  future.  His  present  is  full  of  plans  and 
dreams.  The  past  he  knows  not.  Indeed  he  treats  the  past  in 
very  cavalier  style,  totally  disregarding  its  character  as  past:  he 
revives  it,  jerks  it  up  into  a  very  vivid  present  and  lives  it  over 
quite  anew  to  suit  his  own  pleasure.  The  past  merely  suggests 
names  and  exploits  to  him  and  supplies  costume  and  local  color 
for  his  dreams. 

Surely  every  one  realizes  this.  How  many  times  has  Balhoa 
discovered  the  Pacific,  even  though  its  waters  were  green  with 
the  grass  of  the  pasture  land  just  over  the  hill! 
How  many  times  has  Natty  Bumpo  with  stealthy 
tread  and  straight  tracks  threaded  his  way 
through  the  woods  back  of  your  barn,  or  Napoleon  folded  his 
arms  to  consider  the  conquest  of  the  boys  at  the  other  end  of  the 
village?  Boys  love  stories  of  the  past  and  heroic  characters  of 
^e  past,  but  they  love  them  as  of  the  present  or  as  to  be  used  in 
their  own  immediate  future.  To  the  boy  the  past  means  noth- 
ing. He  is  unconscious  of  the  tense.  He  lives  in  the  present 
and  future. 

This  fact  in  the  psychology  of  boys  ts  fundamentai  to  success 
in  the  training  of  the  country's  future  citizens.  Our  civiliza- 
tion, especially  in  education,  over-emphasizes  the  past.  Our  edu- 
cation is  biassed  in  favor  of  the  past,  with  the  result  that  the 
fruits  of  our  education  in  citizenship  are  dwarfed. 

I  want  in  this  paper  to  discuss,  not  dogmatically  but  sugges- 
tively, this  psychological  principle  in  the  nature  of  the  boy  to- 
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gether  with  certain  characteristics  of  our  civilization,  to  the  end 
that  we  may  see  how  a  proper  appreciation  of  this  principle  will 
help  remedy  the  defects  of  our  citizenship. 

Whereas  the  boy  h  turned  by  nature  wholly  toward  the  future, 
the  adult  stands  midway  and  looks  in  both  directions.  As  the  years 
pass,  his  past  grows:  he  dreams,  he  looks  for* 
Attitude.    ^  ward  less  and  relies  more  and  more  on  experi- 

ence from  the  past,  until  in  old  age,  the  past  is 
all  to  him,  his  whole  life  is  in  the  past  and  of  the  past,  atid  he 
sits  waiting  quietly  for  the  end. 

Strictly  speaking,  however,  there  is  in  the  consciousness  of  man 
no  past,  there  is  no  future.  Consciousness  testifies  only  to  an 
eternal  ever-flowing  present  The  "  past  "  consists  of  present 
memories;  the  "  future"  consists  of  present  anticipations,  plans, 
dreams  for  a  present  that  is  to  come.  The  consciousness  of  a 
man  may  therefore  be  considered  as  consisting  of  a  present  com- 
prehending so  much  of  the  element  of  the  past  and  so  much  of 
the  element  of  the  future.  The  proportion  between  the  two  con- 
stitutes a  formula  for  the  man's  psychologic  age.  By  this  for- 
mulation, the  future  element  is  predominant  in  the  consciousness 
of  the  boy ;  whereas  in  tiie  adult  consciousness  of  the  man,  the 
past  element  has  acquired  a  large  percentage  and  maybe  the 
control 

The  moral  content  of  consciousness  corresponds  to  the  pre- 
dominance of  the  past  or  the  future  element.  Action  is  the 
accompaniment  of  t^ie  future  element;  wisdom,  of  the  past  ele- 
ment. In  human  consciousness,  the  real  doing  is  the  willing  of 
the  thing,  tile  projecting  of  the  intention  in  the  dreaming  mo- 
ment w*hich  precedes  the  act  that  brings  it  to  realization.  In  that 
moment  when  the  will  exerts  to  action,  the  future  element  is 
predomdnant.  As  the  past  element  increases  in  the  consciousness, 
the  will-power  exerts  itself  more  and  more  in  the  farm  of  re- 
straint. These  two  functions  of  the  will  might  'be  called  the  will 
to  yes  and  the  will  to  no^  corresponding  to  action  and  restraint, 
to  radicalism  and  conservatism — the  one  more  specially  associated 
in  consciousness  with  the  element  of  the  future  and  with  youth ; 
the  other  with  the  elenient  of  the  past  and  with  age. 

In  education,  then,  we  find  the  situation  is  that  the  teacher  is 
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z  being  to  whom  as  an  adult  the  past  atnounts  to  a  great  deal — 
an  ever- in  creasing  great  deal — and  who  has  at 
least  a  considerable  development  of  tlie  will  of 
restraint;  while  the  pupil  is  a  being  to  whom  the 
past  amounts  to  little*  to  whom  its  increase  is  not  yet  appreciable, 
and  in  whom  the  will  of  restraint  is  yet  but  slightly  developed, 
while  the  will  of  action  has  free  course.  Here  is  a  pitfall  for  the 
teachen  If  the  teacher  relies  on  that  element  which  he  realizes 
is  on  the  ascendant  with  him,  and  one  which  therefore  he  na- 
turally relies, — pre-supposing  a  vital  power  in  the  past  with  the 
boy, — he  will  be  relying  on  something  which  is  quite  ineffective 
of  results,  and  incomprehensible  to  his  pupil 

Ever  since  the  days  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  education  has 
tried  to  cultivate  the  will  of  action  by  developing  the  will  of  re* 
straint.  It  cannot  ^be  done,  because  it  requires  that  the  boy  shall 
be  old  before  he  is  young.  The  Ten  Commandments  belong  to 
the  penal  code,  not  to  education.  They  wxre  statutes ;  they  did  not 
constitute  a  text-book.  The  teacher  must  rely  on  the  element  of 
the  future  to  get  result si  in  the  education  of  the  boy. 

It  is  then  clear  that  simply  because  the  boy  is  a  boy  and  the 
teacher  is  an  adult,  there  is  more  than  a  possibility  that  education 
will  go  astray  in  its  work.  This  is  true  of  all  subjects,  but  the 
training  of  children  for  citizenship  is  a  side  of  educajtton  which  is 
peculiarly  exposed  to  this  danger.  The  most  serious  fault  in  our 
"  educated  citizens  "  is  that  their  citizenship  has 
no  application  to  the  practical  matters  before 
their  cities.  They  study  books  instead  of  their 
neighbors ;  they  study  the  past  instead  of  the  present ;  they  st^idy 
something  else  instead  of  the  problem  in  hand  in  its  own  actual 
conditions.  There  are  three  considerations  in  our  citizenship  it- 
self which  on  the  one  hand  make  such  a  defect  on  the  part  of 
education  even  more  serious.  On  the  other  hand,  they  ensure 
success  to  a  civic  education  that  observes  the  future  and  active 
character  of  the  boy's  nature. 

I,  Citizenship  is  a  concrete  human  affair,  not  a  general  theo- 
retical affair.  The  present  and  future  aspects  are  the  only  tan- 
gible forms  in  which  it  is  possible  to  judge  such  questions.  Hu- 
man nature  brings  into  politics  a  capricious  element  that  plays 
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havoc  with  all  laws  and  precedents.  Because  it  was  so  once  is 
no  reason  for  thinking  it  will  be  so  again.  Prediction  in  re- 
gard to  a  campaign  can  be  safely  made  only  after  the  votes  are 
counted.  It  is  of  first  importance  that  education  should  train 
citizens  to  judge  matters  first  hand  on  their  own  merits,  without 
guidance  from  former  custom  or  precedent. 

2.  The  material  development  of  civilization  is 
so  rapid  as  to  make  the  past  and  the  present  in 
public  affairs  incomparable.  The  New  York 
and  the  Philadelphia  of  to-day  are  a  new  crea- 
tion, compared  with  the  New  York  and  the  Philadelphia  of  fifty, 
of  twenty-five  years  ago — or  even  less.  Not  only  does  human 
nature  change, — environment  changes.  The  telegraph  and  the 
telephone  alone  have  produced  an  instantaneous  concord  of  think- 
ing and  an  intensity  of  simultaneous  discussion  such  as  mean  a 
revolution  in  the  whole  subject  matter  and  Tnethod  of  political 
work.  The  citizen  has  to  be  able  and  habituated  to  thinking 
clearly,  deciding  correctly  and  acting  instantly  on  first  telegraphic 
notice.  Ever}'  generation,  every  year  sees  a  new  world  in  public 
afl^airs  for  the  citizens  to  meet,  to  master  and  to  turn  into  progress, 
3,  Further — coming  down  to  what  may  be  thought  merely  an 
incidental  consideration,  but  not  the  less  important— the  "  edu- 
cated citizen  '*  will  find  that  the  majority  of  his  fellows  are  not 
learned  in  history  and  in  the  theory  of  civics.  They  do  not  judge 
questions  in  an  historical  or  theoretical  manner,  no  matter  if  those 
questions  can  be  more  intelligently  judged  in  tliat  manner.  The 
majority  of  the  electorate  judge  their  public  questions  in  the  con- 
crete, first  hand,  each  on  its  own  isolated  merits  as  it  arises  in 
the  present,  and  as  they  think  the  decision  will  affect  tlie  future. 
Citizenship  is  a  fellow-function.  If  a  man  cannot  take  his  place 
as  a  fellow-citizen  iti  a  majority  or  in  a  minority, 
CitiMnihip^a  |^.^  citizenship  will  not  be  effective.  It  will  be 
academic  and  negative  at  best.  He  will  not 
count.  Training  for  citizenship  must  remember  majorities  are 
fundamental  in  the  constitution  of  the  country.  The  part  of  the 
citizen  is  not  that  of  a  student,  but  of  an  active,  a  very  active 
participant,  working  with  his  fellows — keen,  quick,  bold  and 
masterly.     Does  our  education  in  these  United  States  in  the  year 
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of  1906  Specifically  and  directly  make  of  our  boys  citizens  of  this 
kind?  The  good  citizen  is  a  man  who  does  things.  The  will 
of  action  is  one  of  his  most  important  qualities.  The  chief  duty  of 
training  for  citizenship  is  to  see  that  he  has  this  quality. 

The  responsibility  for  the  defectiveness  of  our  citizenship  does 
not  belong  entirely  or  chiefly  to  education,  though  there  is  the 
point  of  contact  for  remedy.  The  fault  belongs  to  our  civilization 
as  a  whole,— to  us.  The  same  trouble  will  be  found  in  other 
manifestations  of  our  civilization. 

Religion^  as  being  man's  deepest  interest,  however  shallow  or 
however  profound,  is  the  surest  exemplar  of  his  character.  With- 
out any  discrimination  between  churches  or  intention  to  criticize 
their  teachings, — using  religion  simply  as  an  accurate  manifesta- 
tion of  our  civilization,— does  not  our  religion  appeal  back  to  the 
past  too  much?  It  prays  to  a  present  God,  via  at  least  1900 
years ;  or  to  an  abstract  deity  whose  date  might  be  placed  as  the 
first  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis.  The  difference  result- 
ing, if  our  rehgion  were  really  of  the  present,  may  easily  be  sug- 
gested by  the  question  how  would  it  be  if  the  Christians  realized 
Christ  as  actually  present  now?  But  as  it  is — religious  lethargy 
— more  or  less ;  a  Sunday  piety,  urged  to  church  by  their  pastors, 
on  the  part  of  a  fraction  of  those  who  call  themselves  Christians, 
And  is  not  the  same  true  of  the  other  religionists 
Defects  in  ^^^^     *' no  religionists  "?       The     spotitaneously 

moral  and  generous  heart  of  the  American  can- 
not be  impugned,  but  is  not  its  religious  embodi- 
ment too  traditional?  Is  it  not  true  that  our  religion  is  not  of 
the  present ;  it  is  of  the  past* 

The  same  is  seen  in  education  in  general.  Language  and 
languages,  literature,  art — all  are  taught  in  a  way  that  points 
back  to  a  perfect  classic  time  in  the  ages  long  ago,^by  preference, 
Greece  in  the  days  of  Pericles,  with  another  centering  in  tiie  Eliza- 
bethan days  of  Shakespere.  Fine  those  days  were — wonderful, 
but  not  comparable  to  ours  in  kind  (not  io  quarrel  about  quality) 
that  our  teachers  should  set  those  times  up  before  the  inheritors 
of  the  future  and  writing  their  dates  in  gold  numbers  say  then 
were  the  perfect  times,  then  was  the  golden  era.  An  ideal  time 
in  the  past  knocks  the  vigor  out  of  all  effort  in  a  boy,  leaving  him 
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for  inspiration  mild  resigned  imitation.  We  do  not  want  imita- 
tion;  we  want  origination*  To  get  the  best  re- 
sults ill  the  man  at  the  prime  of  his  life,  the  boy 
must  be  trained  in  harmony  with  his  oivn  nature 
by  inspiring  energizing  methods,  not  turned  back,  academizcd, 
started  as  it  were  in  the  gray  dawn  of  an  Imposed  unnatural 
middle  age  to  grow  into  a  second  youth  classic  and  quiet,  con- 
templative. Science  is  the  grand  exception.  Every  pupil  in 
laboratory  feels  that  there  is  brooding  over  the  work — his  own 
and  his  instructors'^ — the  tremendous  achievements  that  Science 
is  going  to  achieve  in  the  future.  He  is  being  led  up  to  it.  The 
spirit  and  methods  of  science-teaching  in  this  respect  are  grand; 
and  it  gets  the  reward  it  strives  for.  Education  ought  to  focus 
all  things  upon  the  future,  storing  up  in  th«  character  of  the  boy 
a  worth-while  incentive  and  enthusiasm,  an  impetus  which  will  in 
'his  prime  bring  him  through  all  the  difficulties  that  are  encountered 
to  a  successful  realization  of  his  tasks  and  opportimities. 

This  will  come.     It  is  already  more  and  more  being  put  into 
practice.     The  spirit  of  democracy  is  on  the  ascendant,  tremen- 
dous and  powerful,  in  the  mind  and  marrow  of  the  people.     Not 
merely  is  the  outlook  most  encouraging^  the  tide  has   turned. 
Aristocracy  is  of  the  past.     Democracy  is  of  the 
emocracy.  present  and  the  future.    Aristocracy  is  passing 

with  its  dead  distinctions  relying  on  what  one's  fathers  were,  or 
on  what  we  were  or  have  done  before,  as  of  prime  value  in  te 
present; — Democracy  is  coming,  counting  only  what  the  man  can 
do  now,  regardless  of  how  much  or  how  great  may  have  been 
done  by  his  family  or  by  him  in  the  past,  judging  him  afresh 
each  day  on  his  own  merits. 

Three  lines  of  practice   in  teaching  suggest 
themselves   as    promising   to   help   on    the    re- 
juvenation of  our  citizenship— all  three  vitally 
interrelated. 

1.  Make  history,  civks,  English  and  all  other  subjects  lead  up 
to  the  present  and  the  future^ — at  least  the  present,  which  is  after 
all  only  the  teacher's  point  of  view ;  and  better,  to  the  future, 
which  is  the  boy's  point  of  view. 

2.  Have  children  learn  to  do  by  daing.     Instruction  is  well- 
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but  education  comes  only  by  doing.  The  manual  training  prin- 
CJple  has  done  much  for  this.  In  English — let  them  write,  write 
write,— -read  aloud,  act.  Lead  them  to  think  and  write  their  own 
thoughts,  ideas,  stories — tragic  or  comic,  whatever  they  be.  Bring 
the  laboratory  method  into  all  things.  In  history,  keep  con- 
temporary and  local  politics  and  civics  ever  closely  before  them, 
side  by  side  with  the  past  politics  and  civilizaton  they  are  study- 
ing. Let  the  boy  make  a  Greek  shield  and  sword,  or  English 
helmet  in  his  foundry, — do,  at  least  a  little,  as  the  people  of  whom 
he  studies  did,  and  learn  by  going  out  and  seeing  for  himself 
how  we  do  the  same  things  now— building  wagons,  exchanging 
money,  administering  justice.* 

3,  In  all  instruction  and  in  all  education  place  our  ideals  and 
our  ideal  time  in  the  future,  not  in  the  past.  Be  optimistic  our- 
selves as  well ;  drop  pessimism  even  of  the  most  cultured  kind ; — 
ncJit  because  of  any  grand  optimistic  resolutions  we  may  have 
made  in  spite  of  cold  facts  we  know  to  the  contrary,  but  because 
in  dealing  with  boys,  pessimasm  is  technically  useless.  Classicism 
is  inadeciitate  with  its  pale  moonlight  of  ideals  that  are  mere  me- 
mories of  the  past.  We  must  get  into  our  boys  the  glory  of 
doing  real  things  in  a  great  time  in  the  sunlight  blaze  of  our 
and  their  own  ideals. 

There  is  fine  suggestion  in  the  old  Irish  legend  where  Finn  the 
hero  of  the  Fianna  of  Ireland  asked  the  chief  men  of  the  Fianna 
what  was  the  music  they  thought  the  best.  To  be  playing  at 
games,  said  one;  the  talking  of  a  woman,  another,  the  outcry  of 
the  hounds  J  the  music  of  the  woods,  said  others,  and  the  striking 
of  swords.  **  But  it  used  to  be  said  by  the  Fianna  that  the  music 
that  was  best  with  Finn  was  what  happened."  True  music  for 
the  making  of  good  and  able  citizens ! 

•  This  is  provided  for  in  a  new  civics  text-book  Just  published  by  Charles 
Dwight  Willard,  entitled  "  Muntcipal  Government  for  Young  People,"  pub- 
lished by  the  Macmltlan  Co, 
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It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  your  Committee  to  be 
able  to  present  with  each  year  a  certain  definite  record  of  achieve- 
ment which  brings  us  closer  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  purpose  for 
which  this  Coniinittee  was  established.  In  the  discussion  which 
J  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  appointment  of  the  Committee^  it  was 
ofAcMe  em'^'^L  *^^^^'"^y  understood  that  its  main  purpose  was  to 
bring  the  students  in  our  American  universities 
into  c!oser  contact  with  the  actual  facts  of  our  municipal  develop- 
ment The  end  which  your  Committee  has  constantly  kept  in 
view  has  been  to  train  the  student  so  as  to  familiarize  hiin  with 
methods  of  inquiry  which  would  lead  him  to  make  independent 
investigations,  and  through  this  contact  with  practical  problems 
to  arouse  an  interest  in  municipal  affairs.  We  feeJ  that  this  plan 
contributes  far  more  than  didactic  lectures  towards  equipping 
students  for  the  practical  duties  of  citizenship. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  during  the  current  academic  year 
has  been  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  topic  adopted  for 
special  research  was  also  made  the  subject  of  the  Baldwin  Prirc 
Essay.  Your  Committee  sincerely  hopes  that  this  same  plan  will 
be  carried  out  during  the  coming  year. 

6ix  of  the  eleven  institutions  represented  on  your  Committee 
carried  out  the  plan  in  detail  and  in  every  institution  in  which  the 
plan  was  tried  the  reports  that  have  been  received  are  most  satis- 
factory. The  personal  investigations  which  the  students  have 
made  have  aroused  in  them  an  interest  in  the  work  which  will 
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leave  a  deep  impress  on  their  attitude  towards  civic  affairs  when 
they  have  once  entered  professional  or  business  life.  Further- 
more, the  fact  that  investigations  of  this  kind  are  being  carried 
on  throughout  the  country  lends  added  dignity  to  the  work,  for 
it  makes  the  student  feel  that  he  is  co-operating  in  the  execution 
of  a  larger  plan  which  in  a  sense  is  national  in  scope. 

Your  Committee  is  convinced  that  the  plan  inaugurated  two 
years  ago  has  advanced  beyond  the  experimental  stage  and 
that  it  has  now  become  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  those  institutions  in  which  heretofore  but 
little  attention  has  been  given  to  the  study  of  city  government. 
During  the  current  year  a  representative  of  Yale  University  has 
been  added  and  it  is  our  hope  that  within  a  comparatively  short 
time  every  large  institution  of  the  country  will  have  representa- 
tion on  this  Committee. 

The  topic  for  special  research  during  the  aca- 
Tho  HTOidpal-     demic  year  1906*1907  will  be  'The  Relation  of  the 
Municipality  to  the  Water  Supply,"    We  beg  to 
submit  herewith  an  outline  for  the  investigation : 

Relation  of  the  Municipality  to  the  Water  Supply 

L  When  furnished  by  private  enterprise. 

1.  Conditions  of  franchise, 

a.  Requirements  of  service. 

b.  Maximum  charges  for  public  and  private  supply. 

c.  Actual  charge  to  the  city. 

d.  Total  payment  per  year, 

e.  Actual  charge  to  the  consumer, 

f.  Money  payments  to  the  city  treasury  (distinguish 
if  possible  between  f  rancMse  payments  and  taxes.) 

2.  Financial  history  of  water  companies. 

3.  Present  capitalization  and  finances  of  water  companies, 

4.  Control  of  municipal  authorities  over  the  accounts  of 
the  company. 

5.  Right  of  city  to  purchase  plant  and  conditions  of 
purchase, 

6.  Daily  per  capita  consumption. 

7.  Use  of  water  meters.     Waste, 

8.  Condition  of  supply  and  relation  to  public  health, 

9.  Source  of  supply — method  of  purification. 
10.  Plans  for  improvement  of  supply. 
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II.  When  furnished  by  public  authority — ^municipal  water  works. 

1.  History  of  establishment  of  water  supply  to  consumers. 

a.  Administrative  organization  of  water  department. 

b.  Appointment    of    employees.      Civil    service    re- 
quirements. 

c.  Merits  and  defects  of  present  administrative  sys- 
tem and  suggestions  for  improvement. 

2.  Financial  history  of  water  works, 

3.  System  of  accounting. 

4.  Profits.    Use  made  thereof. 

5.  Adequacy  of  supply. 

6.  Charges  to  consumers. 

7.  Average  daily  per  capita  consumption.     Waste. 

8.  Experience  with  water  meters,  if  such  have  been  used. 

9.  Relation  of  water  supply  to  public  health. 
ID.  Source  of  supply — method  of  purification. 

11.  Present  condition  of  the  works.     Recent  improvements. 

12.  Plans  for  improvement. 


Banquet  Speech. 


^ 


It  so  happened  that  the  date  for  the  banquet  to  the  mcmberi  of  the 
Lcagtie  fe]l  on  the  same  date  as  that  fixed  a  long  time  in  advance  for  the 
New  Jersey  Bankers*  Association's  annual  banquet  to  be  held  at  the  Hotel 
CheUca.  Instead  of  having  two  dinners  at  different  places,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  join  forces,  and  the  League  members  and  delegates  were  in- 
Tiled  to  be  the  guests  of  Mr.  Henry  W.  Leeds,  of  the  Chalfonte*  at  the 
Bankers'  Dinner,  over  which  Governor  E.  C  Stokes,  of  New  Jersey,  and 
now  a  member  of  the  Leagtie,  presided  as  toastmaster. 

The  speakers  on  this  occasion  were  Secretary  of  War  William  H.  Taft, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Charles  J-  Bonaparte  (President  of  the  National 
Municipal  League ).  and  United  States  Senator  John  F.  Dryden,  of  New 
Jersey. 

Mr  Bonaparte's  address  was  the  only  one  , which  dealt  mainly  with 
municipal  subjects,  and  is  therefore  the  only  one  herewith  reproduced. 

The  ToASTMASTEjt:  I  am  sure  that  we  have  all  enjoyed  that  eloquent 
plea  for  the  Filipinos.  It  will  be  impossible,  however,  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  the  presidency  until  after  wc  have  heard  from  the  next  speaker. 
It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  for  New  Jersey  to  be  called  a  foreign  country. 
I  am  glad  to-night  to  be  able  to  set  at  rest  that  tradition  once  for  all.  The 
gentleman  who  sits  at  my  left  is,  hereditarily  speaking,  responsible  for 
that  charge.  In  the  last  century  the  King  of  Spain  migrated  to  this  coun- 
try and  settled  in  this  State  in  Bordcntown.  From  the  fact  of  his  abode 
in  New  Jersey,  New  Jersey  was  known  by  the  appellation  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Spain,  and  from  that  the  transition  to  the  charge  that  we  were  a  foreign 
country  was  easy,  Joseph  Bonaparte  w^s  the  great-uncle  of  the  distin^ 
guished  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  So  you  see  New  Jersey  claims  to  have  at 
le^St  one  member  of  the  Cabinet. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  Honorable  Charles  J.  Bona- 
parte, the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  President  of  the  National  Muni- 
cipal League. 

Ms.  Bonapakte:  Mr  President,  Mr.  Toastmaster,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
New  Jersey  Bankers'  Assodation,  and  such  others  of  my  companions  in 
iniquity  as  reformers  as  are  scattered  throughout  your  hospitable  board ; 

Before  proceeding  to  the  serious  talk  which  I  expect  to  give  you,  for, 
of  eoursc,  y^u  know  whenever  members  of  the  Cabinet  make  speechet, 
cfpccially  when  there  is  a  Senator  anywhere  around,  they  give  very  scrioufi 
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talks,  let  mc  settle  this  important  and  practically  urgent  question  of  the 
deterroiiiation  of  tlie  next  candidate  for  the  presidency. 

A  ntmiher  of  years  ago  a  judg^eship  became  vacant  in  my  native  state 
and  it  was  asked  how  many  members  of  the  Bar  were  candidates  for  the 
{»o§ition.  The  reply  by  somebody  was.  "  Some  six  openly  and  all  ihe  rest 
under  cover;"    Now,  when  I  was  corrupted  by  my  introduction  into  the 

Cabinet  [laughter]  I  found  a  somewhat  similar  condi- 
The  Pr«ideilICf ,    tion  of  affairs  existin^r  as  to  the  presidency,     1  will  not 

go  into  the  precise  figures,  because  that  might  verge  on 
the  personal,  but  there  were  those  who  were  supposed — there  was  one,  at 
least,  one  or  morc^ — who  were  supposed  to  have  an  altruistic  desire  to  fill 
that  position*  and  there  were  others  whose  altruism  as  thus  exenaplilied 
was  beautifully  and  carefully  confined  to  their  own  inner  consciousness; 
but  I  am  the  only  member  of  the  Cabinet,  so  far  as  1  know,  who  has  ever 
had  suggested  to  me  another  distinction. 

I  received  some  time  ago  a  visit — or  a  letter  rather — from  somct)ody, 
just  who  1  don't  remember,  and  except  for  the  purposes  of  the  strict 
accuracy  which  should  always  be  observed  in  addressing  at  this  hour  an 
audience  such  as  this,  it  is  not  material.  My  correspondent  wanted  some- 
thing—perhaps it  was  that  1  should  let  up  on  a  deserter;  perhaps  it  was 
that  I  should  not  be  too  hard  on  one  of  the  hazers  at  Annapolis :  perhap9> 
it  was  that  1  should  return  some  gentleman,  who  had  enlisted  in  hasic  and 
repented  at  leisure,  to  his  sorrowing  female  relatives— but  whatever  it 
was,  he  concluded  his  letter  by  saying  that  if  I  was  able  to  do  this  for 
him,  be  would  be  happy  to  give  me  all  of  his  support  in  a  canvass  for  the 
vice-presidency,  [Laughter.]  I  am  not  aware  that  any  other  member  of 
the  Cabinet  is  a  candidate  for  that  office,  so  I  trust  that  there  may  be  no 
doubt  at  all  in  your  minds,  whatever  you  think  as  to  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  as  to  who  has  preempted  the  tail,  and  this  will  not  be  a  case  of  tfee 
tail  wagging  the— well,  it  would  not  be  polite  to  call  the  candidate  for  the 
presidency  what  immediately  occurs  to  the  mind,  but  we  will  say  the  larger 
portion  of  the  entity-     [La  tighter  J 

It  is,  however,  gentlemen,  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  I  appear  be^ 
fore  you  in  a  double  capacity,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  my  designa- 
tion  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  in  this  instance  a  mere  personal  dt* 
scription.  I  happen  to  hold  that  very  important  office,  however  unworthily, 
but  I  appear  before  thi^  audience  not  because  I  hold  that  office^  but  be- 

cause   I  hold  the  far  more  lucrative  office — now,  you 

f +1    w         *T     ^^^'  ^^'"^  *^^*  '^  ^  ^""^^^  ^"*  ^^  isn't— the  far  more 
of  the  National     lucrative  position  of  President  of  the  National  Muni- 
tuucipftJ  ^.p^i  Leagy^^  aj^j  J  hg](j  i-jj^t  during  the  time  when  I 

^^  was  able   to  masquerade   witli   some  success  as  a   re- 

former, because  I  had  not  becDmc  acquainted— or  at  least  intimately  ac* 
quainted— with  the  present  Secretary  of  War.     [Laughter.] 
In  that  capacity,  in  the  capacity  of  President  of  the  Nationa!  Municipal 
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Eak  to  you  for  the  little  linie  that  I  shall  detain  you  this  cvc- 
^rhaps.  in  order  that  you  may  better  appreciate  the  digtiity  and 
huportance  of  the  position  which  thus  entitles  me  to  come  here^  I  may  tell 
you  a  word,  or  a  few  words,  about  what  the  National  Municipal  League  is, 
not,  of  course,  that  I  imagine  that  any  one  of  you  is  at  all  ignorant  on 
that  subject,  because  I  would  not  make  so  uncomplimentary  a  statement, 
or  suggest  so  uncompltmentary  an  estimate  of  your  acquaintance  with  the 
iiiost  important  facts  of  contemporaneous  histor>%  but  because  after  various 
forms  of  intellectual  pleasure  have  been  indulged  in  for  a  considerable 
time  there  is  sometimes  a  little,  &o  to  speak,  commingling  of  ideas  oa  the 
part  of  those  who  have  benefited  by  it,  and  it  may  just  be  that  you  confuse 
at  this  moment  the  National  Mtmicipal  League  with  other  bodies  of  the 
same  general  purport. 

The  League  is  made  up  of  thoroughly  impractical,  visionary,  idealistic 
{Kirsons,  I  being,  as  its  President,  the  especially  visionary  and  idealistic 
exemplar.  For  example,  in  my  annual  address  last  eve- 
Tilt  National  ning  I  suggested  that  if  the  nation  or  the  state  or  the 
Mtmicipal  city  wanted  first-class  goods,  whether  in  the  shape  of 

Xtfia^UQi,  statesmen  or  anything  else,  it  ought  to  pay  first-cta^s 

prices  for  them.  Now,  you  know  nobody  but  a  vision- 
ary would  ever  have  said  that,  and  it  seemed  to  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  other  visionaries  who  were  present  when  it  was  uttered,  and  I  may 
add  that  I  rather  thought  it  would  also  meet  with  the  approval  of  any 
public  officials  who  happened  to  be  on  hand,  I  did  not  illustrate  on  the 
occasion,  but  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  those  officials  who  particularly 
oeed  the  practical  application  of  this  principle  in  the  readjustment  of  com- 
pensation are  Senators  of  the  United  States,  governors  of  our  several 
states,  and,  most  of  all»  members  of  the  Cabinet. 

Moreover,  in  our  idealistic  way  we  have  been  striving  to  attain  two 
things:  First  of  all,  without  attempting  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  as 
to  what  is  necessarily  the  best  form  of  administration  for  one  or  another 
iijunicipalit>%  that  we  should  everywhere  have  an  honest  administration, 
We  may  differ  about  one  thing  or  another  in  regard  to  how  we  shall  be 
governed,  but  that  we  shall  be  governed  honestly,  that  the  revenues  of  the 
people,  from  whatever  source  derived  and  to  whatever  purpose  applied, 
shall  come  into  the  hands  of  honest  men  and  be  used  for  the  purposes  to 
which  they  should  be  given,  those  things  are  matters  about  which  we  do 
not  think  there  is  any  difference  of  opinion  among  those  whose  opinion 
counts,     [Applause,] 

And  the  second  thing  that  we  have  set  out  to  promote  is  that  one  city 
or  similar  municipal  community  in  this  country  should  profit  by  the  ex- 
perience of  other  municipalities  in  this  country  and  all  governments  of  the 
same  class,  so  that  just  as  we  teach  our  sons  to  get  along  a  little  better  In 
each  generation  than  their  fathers  did  by  pointing  out  to  them  the  foolish 
tisngs  which  their  fathers  did  in  their  day  and  teaching  them  to  avoid  it. 
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so  we  should  show  one  American  city  what  mistakes  or  follies  had  been 
committed  by  another  one  and  lead  them,  if  possible,  to  profit,  or  at  least 
offer  them  the  opportunity  to  profit,  by  the  experience  of  others,  instead 
of  dearly  paying  for  the  same  lesson  of  their  own. 

Now,  if  it  occurs  to  you  that  these  two  airas.  which,  speaking  very 
broadly^  have  been  the  two  aims  of  the  National  Municipal  League — dr^t^ 
to  promote  what  mig^ht  be  called  a  municipal  patriol' 
Iti  Two  ism,  to   raise  this  standard  of  our  citizens  in  dealing 

Qraat  Ami.  with  problems  of  city  govemmcntt  and  with  the  things 

which  are  concerned  with  the  administration  of  such 
goventments,  and  secondly,  to  bring  to  them  the  experience  of  other  com- 
munities so  that  they  may  deal  not  only  honestly,  but  intelligently,  with  the 
same  problems  when  they  are  brought  home  to  them;  now  if  you  think 
that  these  forms  and  developments  of  idealism  and  impracticability  have 
sufficient  merit  to  make  you  think  that  you  would  like  to  be  idealists  or 
impracticabilists  of  the  same  sotu  I  wish  to  hold  out  to  you  a  reward  for 
acting  on  that  suggestion  by  saying  that  I  very  sincerely  hope  that  every 
one  here  will  be  present  next  year  not  only  at  this  banquet,  but  also  at  the 
banquet  of  the  National  Municipal  League,  having  previously  attended  to 
the  detail  of  enrolling  himself  as  a  member  of  the  National  Municipal 
League,     [ApplatjseJ 

For  I  have  this  advantage  in  addressing  you  over  the  President  of  yonr 
own  organization:  you  cannot  invite  us  to  become  bankers — at  least  )*ou 
could  invite  us,  but  there  would  probably  be  certain 
Meinb6rBhip  practical  details  which  would  make  it  very  difficult  for 

in  the  League,  the  most  of  us  to  act  upon  the  inv^itation — but  we  can, 
and  do^  invite  all  of  you  to  become  members  of  the 
National  Municipal  League,  because  in  the  work  to  which  that  body  has 
devoted  itself  there  is  room  for  the  help  of  every  good  citizen.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

The  work  of  good  government  in  this  country  in  all  its  stages,  in  last 
resort  means  the  development  and  strengthening  of  public  opinion.  We 
must  make  our  people  think  and  feel,  and  because  they  think  and  fee!,  act 
rightly  with  questions  which  they  have  to  decide  as  citizens  in  order  to  be 
sure  that  the  decisions  which  they  shall  reach  will  be  worthy  of  them  and 
worthy  of  the  greatness  of  tlie  nation  ;  and  in  that  work  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction between  any  class  or  occupation  of  citizens,  and  no  body  of  citi- 
zens, whatever  their  occupation^  can  be  excused  from  bearing  its  part  in 
that  work. 

H  there  is  any  class  of  citizens  who  are  not  interested  in  good  govern* 
ment.  it  is  that  class  who  are  interested  in  the  proper  management  of  the 
penitentiaries,  because  they  ought  to  be  there,  and  in  appeaUng,  therefore, 
to  you  gentlemen  whom  I  see  before  me  to  give  your  aid  in  this  work  of 
promoting  the  honesty  and  efficiency  and  system  of  our  government  in  that 
particular  sphere  of  governmental  action— that  is  to  say,  the  government 
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of  our  great  cities,  and  often  of  our  smaller  towns  in  which  it  hit*  devel- 
oped the  most  dangerous  weaknesses  and  has  exposed  itself  to  the  most 
reasonable  criticism — in  asking  you,  T  sa>%  to  help  U5  in  this  work,  I  ask 
you  to  do  it  not  as  bankers  or  as  financiers,  but  as  American  citizens  in- 
terested  in  the  glory,  the  prosperity  and  the  virtue  of  your  nation,  and  in 
asking  you  to  do  it  1  feel  the  greater  confidence  of  a  favorable  response 
because  I  cannot  doubt  that  you  see  that  men  should  be  sufficiently  awake 
to  their  own  interest  and  to  the  interest  of  the  commuruty  to  maintain 
themselves  in  such  a  situation  as  this ;  that  you  will  see,  as  every  one  will 
see,  that  we  all  sink  or  swim  together,  and  that  it  is  impossibte  that  any 
class  of  the  community  could  long  prosper  or  long  fail  to  languish  through 
abuses  which  sapped  its  vitality,  which  tarnished  its  honor  and  which 
threatened  its  prosperity.  Therefore,  I  confidently  hope  thai  when  next 
year  we  get  Secretary  Taft  and  Senator  Dryden  and  the  Governor  to  come 
on  and  address  the  Municipal  League — I  am  not  sure  where  it  will  be,  but 
wherever  it  is  we  will  expect  them  to  come,  and  extend  them  an  invita- 
tion now^thcy  will  find  in  the  body  to  which  they  will  then  speak — for  of 
course  they  are  coming— the  same  men  who  have  listened  with  so  much 
attention,  and  preceded  that  attention  by  so  much  cheerfulness  and  hilarity, 
as  those  who  have  been  before  us  this  evening,  and  if  you  act  upon  my 
invitation  we  may  perhaps  be  able  to  show  you  our  appreciation  for  your 
courtesy  in  asking  our  President  to  speak  to  you  this  evening. 

1  am,  finally,  to  still  more  encourage  you  to  accept  that  invitation  and 
act  on  my  suggestion,  by  now  closing  the  remarks  with  which  1  have  de- 
tained you  from  something  more  interesting,  and  promise  that  I  will  not 
speak  at  greater  length  next  year.     [Great  applause.] 


The  Round  Table  Conferences. 


A  Round  Table  Conference  was  held  on  Tuesday.  April  24th,  At  the 
Hotel  ChaJfojitc.  Elliotl  Hunt  Pendleton,  Esq,,  of  CindnnatJ,  presiding. 

The  Chaieman:  I  think  probably  we  can  reach  the  matter  of  most 
importance  for  discussion  if  1  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  topics 
that  have  been  suggested  for  our  consideration  this  evenings  I  wrote  to 
as  many  delegates  as  I  coiild  reach  for  their  suggestions,  and  mo&t  of  them 
responded. 

!  will  read  ju^t  a  few  of  the  letters,  those  that  cover  the  questions  that 
are  thought  of  the  greatest  itnportance.  I  have  a  letter  here  from  Mr.  E. 
K.  Summerw^ell,  of  New  York,  who  is,  I  believe,  connected  with  the  New 
Jersey  State  Civic  Federation.  Here  is  another  letter  whidi  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  John  A.  Bist!cr»  of  Milwaukee.  Here  is  a  letter  from 
A,  B.  Peckinpaugh,  Deputy  State  Auditor  of  Ohio,  ask- 
Stigi^ifltioni  ing  for  information  as  to  the  best  general  leds:er  to  be 

for  DiiCTUsiOii.  kept  by  the  auditing  departments  of  cities  and  the  best 
system  for  procuring  an  accurate  check  upon  the  re* 
ceipts  from  the  municipal  industries.  Mr.  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  of 
Boston,  sends  in  a  communication.  L.  G.  Powers,  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  suggests  that  as  an  individual  he  woutd  like  to  have  considered 
(Ittestions  connected  with  the  municipal  ownership  and  operation  of  public 
utilities.  Mr.  Wahl,  of  Atiantic  City,  would  like  to  have  our  suggestions 
as  to  how  to  waken  public  sentiment  sufficiently  to  inaugurate  a  public 
movement  to  overthrow  *'  boss  "  domination  and  to  establish  in  its  place 
an  honest  government  for  the  best  interest  of  the  people,  ilr.  Thomas 
Raebum  White,  of  Philadelphia,  suggests  improvement  through  per- 
sonal registration  and  uniform  primaries.  Mr.  Famham  Yardley,  of  East 
Orange,  suggests  what  means  should  be  taken  to  enlighten  and  interest  the 
citizens.  Adolph  Roeder.  President  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Civic  Fed- 
eration^  would  like  to  have  the  recall  considered,  and  also  the  advisability 
of  securing  ante-election  pledges.  Mr.  Percy  N.  Booth,  of  Louisville,  wants 
fair  elections.  Mr.  Charles  Ingersoll,  of  New  York,  suggests  that  home 
rule  is  the  crying  need-* 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  have  about  mn  over  all  the  letters  that  I  have  tfatts 
far  received  and  it  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  most  important  questiooa 
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for  our  consideration  here  to-night  Is,  how  are  we  gomg,  in  a  practical 

way,  to  bring  about  the  adoption  of  these  reforms  and  secure  the  end* 

which  the  National  Municipal  League  stands  for.     When  you  come  down 

to  the  question,  it  seems  to  me  that  what  President  Hadley  of  Yale  had  to 

say  on  one  occasion  is  the  situation.     He  said :  **  Not  by  the  axioms  of 

metaphysics  on  the  one  hand,  nor  by  the  machinery  of  legislation  on  the 

other,  can  we  deal  with  the  questions   which  vex  human  scM:iety.    The 

really  difficult  political  problems  of  the  day  can  he  solved  only  by  an 

educational  process." 

^m       It  seems  to  me  that  the  first  question  that  wc  ought  to  consider  is,  how 

^P  can  we  bring  about  as  speedily  as  possible  an  education  of  the  people  to 

the  point  where  they  will  accept  the  principles  that  we 

Tlie  SolutiOE  stand  for  as  being  the  principles  that  ought  to  govern, 

an  EducatiOlial      1  believe  myself  in  our  taking  a  practical  interest  and 

^_  Proceu*  an  active  interest  in  politics  on  the  reform  side.     There 

^H  are  two  plans,  I  might  say,  of  working  out  that  problem 

^"  in  municipat  affairs  by  taking  an  active  interest.     One  is  what  is  known  as 

the  municipal  voters*  league  plan,  and  the  other  plan  is  the  plan  of  the 

city  or  independent  party <    One^  the  endorsement  of  candidates  nominated 

by  the  national  parties,  and  the  other,  putting  up  an  absolutely  independent 

ticket;  or  we  might  say  a  combination  of  both»  which  we  are  trying  to  do 

in  Cincinnati,    In  Cincinnati  some  three  years  ago  we  had  an  independent 

ticket  but  the  reason  wc  adopted  that  plan  was  that  we  persuaded  the 

local  Democratic  party  not  to  put  up  any  ticket  at  that  time,  so  that  wc 

had  practically  the  assistance  of  the  Democrats  of  Cincinnati  in  the  sup' 

|K>rt  of  our  independent  movement.    Later  on  the  Democrats  refused  to 

keep  their  own  ticket  out  of  the  field,  and  we  are  now  confronted  with  the 

proposition  as  to  what  we  shall  do  in  the  next  election. 

1  am  inclined  myself  to  feel  that  the  best  plan  to  adopt  is  the  plan  of 
endorsing  the  best  men  nominated  by  the  national  parties.  But  that — 
please  don't  misunderstand  me — h  simply  a  temporary 
The  Municipal  expedient.  I  believe  we  can  create  in  the  community  a 
Voter*'  Leag;iie  spirit  of  non-partisanship  more  rapidly  by  pursuing  that 
FlfiiL  plan  now  than  by  attempting  to  put  up  an  absolutely  in- 

dependent ticket.  And  that  will  lead  eventually,  in  my 
judgment,  to  a  disregard  of  party  lines  a&  we  become  more  educated  and 
more  intelligent  along  the  lines  that  this  League  stands  for.  When  we 
shall  reach  that  point,  then  we  will  feel  thai  the  time  is  ripe  to  put  up  an 
absolutely  independent  ticket  It  was  only  last  night  that  Mr.  Weaver,  in 
a  speech  that  he  delivered  in  Philadelphia,  expressed  the  idea  that  the  time 
is  ripe  there  for  the  organization  of  an  independent  party — "  a  party  for 
civic  virtue  "  I  believe  is  what  he  called  it^-where  the  better  men  in  all 
parties  can  combine  under  the  one  standard.  I  would  suggest  that  that 
question  be  taken  up  first  and  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  now  from  any  one 
on  that  subject. 
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AiMBs  BiTSBviu.  Hihsr:  I  siicMald  tike  m  %aj  thst  die  ma^cmota 
t!ie  Cbairwma  has  nade  as  to  die  subject  of  the  ercning  MX  tmdij 
[  the  experiefloe  of  the  sood  peo|ile  of  Caml^ndge,  wbo  h&vc  tried 
Yuioas  MuAods  of  perfecting  a  govemment  of  a  noo- 
poftban  cfaiTacter.  fnone  of  which  has  seemed  to  be  sue- 
cessfttL  Evei^todf  kdows  that  Cambridge  is  one  of  the 
ctlies  that  has  the  best  gm-emment.  the  go%enrmtQt 
least  affected  faj  party  poGti^  least  dtsturbed  by  party  contests.  In  maoj 
wajs  tt  is  aa  excellent  pnrsmasxL  I  hare  been  accustomed  m  cernvm- 
dons  of  this  Imd  10  hear  my  eil7  aHoded  to  as  a  modd  of  all  virmesi  m$ 
•0  oppose  that  if  olbcr  people  '■roold  only  do  as  we  do,  the  world  wiKild 
he  a  better  places 

Yet  the  good  people  of  Cambridlge  are  in  distress.  For  many  yean  ve 
had  a  method  of  codomng  candidates  at  a  tneeting  which  was  calltd 
lihraiy  Hall,  and  it  worked  excellefitly.  It  was  a  gathering  of  the  kit 
people,  the  most  disinterested  people,  the  people  least  likely  to  have  p-at- 
tisan  ends  to  serve  ( I  was  one  of  them) ;  and  we  waited  tinttl  the  psrtf 
nominations  were  made,  and  then  approved  this  man  and  disapproved  tbi 
itmii,  and  got  owt  a  statement  of  the  candidates'  previous  public  serriwi 
one  of  those  dreadfu]  things  which  politicians  most  dislike.  They  don't 
wish  to  have  their  previous  records  examined;  they  stand  apoa  tbf^ 
present  record,  the  benefits  they  confer  on  their  immediate  consiitucuti 
At  any  rate  the  Library  Hall  suddenly  collapsed ;  there  wasn't  any  Library 
Hall.  For  some  reason  or  other  an  endorsement  by  that  body  ceased  to 
have  currency,  and  there  was  a  general  feeling  thit  tb( 
Hon-Ffutuan-  time  had  come  to  form  a  regular  non-partisan  politieil 
■hip.  organization.     About  the  same  time  there  appeared  > 

good  old-fash ionedt  new-fashioned  politiciaii,  one  M^* 
McNamee,  an  excellent  bookbinder  and  a  past  master  in  the  art  of  polJE- 
ical  organization,  who  put  himself  forward  as  a  candidate  of  one  of  tbt 
political  parties. 

The  real  difficulty  in  Cambridge  is  not  so  much  that  the  tnily  go^ 
people  have  grown  fewer,  but  that  the  dty  has  been  engulfed  by  a  gf**\ 
number  of   other  people   coming   from  other  countries   and   from  oti'' 
climes,  who  have  not  been  educated  at  Harvard  College;   bat  the  n^ 
people  have  votes— like  the  others  who  have  been  educated  at  Harv* 
College;  and,  what  is  more,  they  discovered  suddenly  that  the  old-timr 
were  outnumbered  by  the  people  who  were  not  bom  in  Cambridge  bi 
came  from  somewhere  else,  so  that  they  had  a  political  majonty  if 
chose  to  vote  together,    Mr.  McNamee  did  his  best  to  organize  his  pi 
and  he  succeeded  in  being  elected ;  whereupon  we  had  one  of  the  roosl  dii 
agreeable  times  in  the  history  of  the  city,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  iras 
very  belligerent  man  who,  by  w^ay  of  building  up  a  machine,  tiuarrelled 
with  many  members  of  his  own  party.    The  re  stilt  was  that  some  of  the 
most  influential  and  capable  Irishmen  threw  their  lot  in  with  the  distinct 
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** non-partisan  party,"  and  with  a  very  great  effort  Mr*  McNamee  was  de- 
feated and  we  had  two  years  of  non-partisan  administration  tinder  an  Irish 
Catholic  mayor,  Judge  Daly,  But  at  the  last  election,  by  a  majority  o! 
sixty,  another  non-partisan  candidate  was  defeated  by  a  man  who.  having 
been  elected  as  a  Democrat,  at  once  turned  around  and  became  a  very 
good  non-partisan  himself. 

That  puts  Cambridge  in  a  quandary.  All  the  political  machinery  which 
the  Chairman  has  described,  all  those  methods  of  voting  for  a  man  already 
nominated  by  this  party  or  that  party,  have  failed  of  their  purpose  in  Cam- 
bridge. The  only  thing  apparently  left  for  the  non-partisans  is  to  take 
the  present  mayor,  endorse  him,  and  say,  **We  will  elect  you."  But  where 
does  that  leave  our  non-partisan  party? 

The  main  difficulty  in  Cambridge  is  one  which  of  course  all  reform 
movements  finally  encounter,  namely,  the  fact  that  our  organization  is  not 
of  the  same  kind  as  a  straight  political  organization. 
Difficulties  to  It  has  not  the  same  motives.  It  has  not  the  same  ad- 
be  Overcome.  herents.  It  gets  into  queer  mix-ups.  For  example. 
Luck,  the  non-partisan  candidate  for  mayor,  was  de- 
feated in  Cambridge;  we  did  elect  a  majority  of  non-partisan  aldermen 
and  councilmen;  and  the  mayor  elected  as  a  Democrat  has  refused  to 
accept  any  boss,  and  at  present  appears  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  non- 
partisan administration^  so  that,  after  all,  we  have  a  good  city  government 
The  reason  is  that  those  persons  who  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  edu- 
cation in  Harvard  College  show  a  lot  of  good,  hard  political  sense.  An 
appeal  has  been  successfully  made  to  the  foreign  vote,  of  which  we  have  a 
very  considerable  number,  and  by  voters  coming  in  from  other  parts  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  of  the  United  States,  to  vote  for  the  non-partisan 
ticket,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  entitled  to  a  good  government ;  and 
somehow  or  other  that  straightforward  appeal  has  so  far  been  successful 
In  a  city  which  has  a  very  decided  and  distinct  normal  Democratic  party 
majority.  In  the  face  of  that  we  practically  have  a  non-partisan  city  gov- 
croment. 

I  am  not  describing  our  conditions  with  the  idea  of  elucidating  a  prin- 
ciple or  helping  other  cities  along,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  Cambridge 
does  not  go  according  to  the  books.  You  may  read  the  annual  reports  of 
the  National  Municipal  League  from  beginning  to  end,  and  they  do  not 
provide  for  the  state  of  things  we  have  tn  Cambridge.  The  only  thing 
that  it  seems  safe  to  deduce  is  that  in  a  city  where  there  is  a  considerable 
number  of  men  of  every  class  who  are  really  interested  in  good  govern- 
ment, somehow  or  other  they  will  get  together.  If  they  are  in  a  majority 
they  will  take  control.  The  exact  position  of  that  majority  may  shift:  it 
may  be  found  chiefly  within  the  ranks  of  one  party,  or  it  may  be  a  general 
non-partisan  movement.  But  I  stispect,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  real  thing 
that  the  American  people  need  in  the  way  of  forming  their  city  govern- 
ments is  simply  to  arouse  sufficient  interest  in  a  majority  of  the  voters, 
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so  that  they  will  come  out  and  vote.  1  regret  to  say  that  at  the  last  elec- 
tion wc  should  have  chosen  a  non-partisan  mayor  but  for  the  fact  that  the 
people  who  paid  the  highest  taxes  would  not  vote  for  him:  they  were 
startled  by  the  local  Good  Government  League,  which  on  the  eve  of  e!ec* 
tjon  sent  out  a  circular  showing  how  the  city  debt  was  increasing^  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  those  who  paid  their  taxes  were  alarmed  ta  such  sn 
extent  as  to  either  not  vote  for  the  tton-partisan  candidate  or  to  vote  for 
the  other  man.  Nevertheless,  in  Cambridge  there  is  likely  to  be  a  per- 
manent majority  of  good  citizens  who  will  work  together  for  municipal 
ends  and  will  insist  that  the  city  government  shall  be  conducted  for  the 
people  of  Cambridge,  under  whatever  ticket  the  mayor  and  city  legisla- 
tors arc  elected.  There  fore,  although  we  do  not  undertake  to  set  up  our 
present  condition  as  a  model  or  an  example,  the  government  of  that  city 
may  be  an  encouragement  for  other  dties. 

The  ChajsmaK;  I  would  like  to  ask  you  in  connection  with  your  re- 
mark whether  the  mayor  who  was  recently  elected  was  elected  really  be- 
cause he  was  a  Democrat  or  because  of  the  non-partisan  principles  that  he 
had  advocated  during  the  campaign,  or  did  he  switch  afterwards? 

Mr.  Hart:  He  was  nominated  distinctly  as  a  Democrat,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  be  the  creature  of  the  former  mayor,  but  it  turns  out  he  was  not 
He  would  not  wear  the  other  man's  collar,  and  the  other  man  has  spewed 
him  out  of  his  mouth;  but  he  seeniE  to  get  on  very  well  notwithstanding. 

The  Chairman;    But  he  was  elected  as  a  Democrat? 

Mr.  Hart:    Yes,  he  was  elected  as  a  Democrats 

The  Chair&ian  :  I  think  this  League  ought  to  stand  for  a  fight  that 
means  ultimately  the  elimination  of  the  national  parties  from  the  control 
of  our  municipal  elections.  We  had  an  election  recently  in  Cincinnati  in 
which,  although  the  candidates  who  were  elected  were  nominated  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  they  were  elected  because  they  were  supposed  to  stand 
for  non-partisanship  in  municipal  affairs.  They  even  came  to  our  Citizeni* 
Municipal  Party  and  asked  us  to  take  charge  of  the  most  important  tneet- 
i«g  that  was  held  during  the  campaign,  and  we  gave  them  the  true  doctrine 
at  tliat  meeting,  and  they  responded.  We  thought  it  was  one  of  the  most 
enthusiastic  political  meetings  that  had  ever  been  held  in  Cincinnati,  and 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Service  to!d  me  before  it,  "  We  are 
right  with  you/'  and  told  me  after,  "  We  are  right  with  you."  But  what 
are  they  doing  now?  Instead  of  giving  positions  to  men  on  account  of 
merits  instead  of  recognizing  the  independent  Republicans  who  routed  the 
boss  in  Cincinnati  (more  so  than  even  the  Democrats  did),  they  are  not 
giving  those  men  any  recognition  at  all,  and  the  new  administration  there 
has  it  in  mind  that  the  only  way  to  win  at  the  next  election  is  to  do  th^ 
same  old  thing  that  the  boss  who  was  dethroned  had  been  doing,  namely, 
to  build  up  a  machine.  Now,  other  cities  have  had  this  same  experience 
time  and  time  again,  and  I  think  we  might  as  well  face  this  issue  and 
determine  it  once  for  all,  if  we  stand  for  non-partisanship  to  stand  for  it 
from  beginning  to  end  and  make  a  \igorous  fight  all  along  the  line. 
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I  would  like  to  hear  from  Mr.  Murphy,  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Citizens' 
Union  of  New  York,  on  this  question. 

Mr  Johh  J.  MuRpav:   As  the  representative  of  the  Citkens'  Unioiu  it 
is  both  my  personal  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  our  organisation  that 
wherever  it  is  possible  an  independent  fight  should  be 
Independeat  made— an  independent  ticket  nominated.    The  situation 

Tickets.  in  New  York  was  a  very  peailiar  one,  during  the  cam- 

paign of  last  year,  It  became  ohnous  that  we  had 
Already  seen  the  last  dearly  partisan  municipal  election  in  New  York. 
There  was  not  one  of  the  three  candidates  who  made  an  appeal  for  elec- 
tion on  straight  party  lines.  The  present  mayor  of  New  York,  Mr_ 
McCIellan,  appealed  openly  and  frankly  for  Republican  and  Independent 
support  to  elect  himself  as  against  Mr,  Hearst,  who  seemed  to  be  his  most 
dangerous  opponent.  Mr.  fvinsj  the  Republican  candidate^  made  an  ap- 
peal for  votes  from  all  and  sundry.  In  fact,  you  could  go  through  the 
entire  record  of  speeches  made  during  that  campaign  and  hardly  find  ati 
appeal  for  support  upon  strictly  partisan  lines. 

In  regard  to  what  you  say  about  the  experience  in  Cincinnati  (in  rela- 
tion to  office-?ieeking),  I  can  only  say  that  that  is  something  which  always 
manifests  itself,  even  when  a  non-partisan  administration  gets  elected;  I 
remember  very  well  when  Mayor  Low  was  elected  in  190 i  a  great  many 
people  who  were  not  non-partisan  at  all  but  who  by  the  exercise  of  that 
political  sense  which  is  almost  an  instinct  in  some  men,  recognized  that 
that  was  the  direction  in  which  the  wind  was  blowing,  came  in,  not  be- 
cause of  their  interest  in  non-partisanship,  but  because  of  their  hope  that 
if  non-partisan  ship  should  win  they  would  get  just  that  kind  of  recog- 
nition. And  those  men  were  extremely  clamorous.  Now,  in  the  political 
organizations  a;^  a  rule  the  men  who  control  them  are  able  to  size  up  the 
relative  political  values  of  the  men  who  contribute  to  their  success.  They 
know  just  what  they  did  contribute.  They  know  what  their  value  is. 
Whereas,  when  you  get  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  supporters  of  all  kinds, 
even  when  men  try  to  differentiate  between  them  as  to  their  importance, 
it  IS  extremely  difficult  to  tell,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  whenever  men  are 
iiaunted  by  the  hope,  tf  you  can  put  it  that  way,  of  a  renominaiion.  that, 
at  least  toward  the  end  of  their  administration,  their  rigid  non-partisanship 
will  break  down,  and  they  will  begin  to  recognize  men  here  and  there  and 
everywhere  who,  they  hope,  will  bring  about  their  renomination  or  their 
re-election. 

Now,  in  New  York  we  have  been  fortunate,  as  you  know,  in  having  our 

municipal  elections  separated  entirely  from  our  state  and  national  elec* 

tions.    They  are  held  not  merely  at  a  diflFcrcni  period 

Separate  Mimioi-  of  the  year,  but  in  different  years,  and  in  a  bill  passed 

pal  ElectlOBl I         by  the  Legislature  two  years  ago  the  term  of  mayor 

was  extended  from  two  to  four  years,  so  that  now  the 

of  the  mayor  does  not  even  come  in  the  year  preceding  a  national 
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iMaxm.  The  appeal  wkldi  v^  aade  to  tike  Democimts  of  New  ¥mt 
retem  Hiqror  McCfefian  two  yean  ago  was  on  the  ffrouiid  that  die  dec* 
lioe  of  Ike  mmfor  ol  New  Yock  wonH  kxv«  a  refy  material  mAnoMe  upea 
tlK  Miweqttgtf  Preaidetiital  dectioik^  aid  I  bcHcire  tbat  that  bad  a  grot 
deal  i&  do  wiik  snayuig  the  votes  ol  a  gmt  nansr  Deoiocrats  whQ  voic^ 
for  Wm  iitstead  of  votioK  for  Ms  oppoBort.  Now.  we  haTS  succeeded 
gettras  ilial  ^iarinitipd  &«■  Ae  situation,  fant  we  are  still — and  this  if 
ipreat  iUEcbI^  wUch  aa  indepeiident  partr  ^^^  t^  c<mtcikd  with  where 
Ma^sackBsetls  faxiB  of  Inllal  is  aot  in  o^eratioD — limited  to  actsdii  €itAf 
Bwiiiipal  ytmT%,  aad  that  neias  ia  New  York,  for  iiistance^  that  ve  w{ 
oo^  have  oae  petiod  of  aLtiillf  en  erery  four  jears.  As  taost  coen  ire 
poiitira!  oigawMtJons  kecaase  l3bsf  love  a  fight,  because  thej  lore  a  ooo- 
fct  bocnse  thcr  waA  MMPtthimt  to  ^^  abottt.  wb^i  you  cas  oolf  |7ff 
then  a  %fct  oaoe  m  erery  lo«r  Tears,  y%m  af«  goo^  to  tose  a  grcM  deil 
of  that  kisd  of  soppoct.  Ia  other  words,  the  kaid  el 
V«vTlKk  hd%creat  otizen  who  wants  to  engage  in  actn-c.  tt^ 

politics,,  wants  to  have  sooiethtng  to  say  eveiy  ftar,, 
and  it  is  Yety  difficult  to  find  that  protean  kind  oi  i 
who  can  be  a  Ibc^t^biicaa  or  Demociat  in  ooe  eliectioti  and  then  be- 
t  ano<hcr  and  thai  swhv  ^*ck  to  the  Repahlicaji  nob 
k  as  the  case  nay  be,  and  that  prereats  this  cobestofl 
in  noft-pattisag  oiganiiatioits  w^ch  the  repitar  i^anies  are  able  to  mao- 
laiB  irom  3rear  1b&  year. 

I  heievm  that  poweffnl  as  are  ■**■**■«■■*  and  patraoage  in  swaying  mtf. 
■taott  as  powerful  is  the  opportoni^  lor  potlhig  ap  a  good  %ht  for  t 
(ood  canse.  occastoaaDy'    The  right  kind  of  a  nan  I  think  likes  th«t  Idod 
of  work.    He  wants  to  he  active.    He  wants  lo  be  doing  soioethl^g.    And 
so  in  New  York*  while  we  have  a  form  of  balkit  which,  as  you  know,  re- 
qaires  the  frtj  aoninatink  to  be  made  in  stnight  dckets,  we  are  Umotd 
m  oar  activities;  lald^g  this  year  for  hutance,  we  aine  very  matcfiaUy  iA* 
ie!i«sted  in  the  conpksooa  and  diaiactcr  of  the  Senate  and  the  Assemblr* 
aad  we  wodd  be  ailc  nnder  oar  Gmslittition  to  go  iolo  the  Senate  aofl 
Asaenb^  vomt^t^  \m  if  we  were  to  do  it.  we  wotdd  have  a  ticket  viiit 
meffy  two  names  down  at  the  end  of  a  long  blank  colenni.  while  cle 
Ttguhr  parties  woidd  have  straight  tickets  ISIed.  and  it  is  in  the  nztfltt 
ol  things  that  what  is  called  a  "  bobtailed  **  ticket  never  reallr  e^resRi 
the  streigth  of  a  paxtj  by  whom  it  is  noannated.    Sheer  Inertia  or  hn- 
ness.  or  whaterer  j%m  nay  please  to  call  it,  inlitaices  men  to  pui  tbcir 
math  in  a  cohnaa  where  Ihey  can  vote  a  whole  tidcet  bj  a  single  f^ 
Now*  wc  have  been  txyins  very  hard  in  the  last  state  Legislatiire  to  tta^ 
die  adoption  in  New  York  of  the  MaMachosetts  lorn  of  balkkt,  and  if  «< 
coald  do  ihat  I  bdiere  that  a  very  long  stride  in  advance  wotdd  be  nu^ 
aad  that  we  woold  dearly  and  d^Bttelr  be  able  to  pot  a  ticket  tit  the  i^^ 


yean 


Sone  people  a^  wlqf  it 


lickeL 
wms  not 


the  last  dectiofi^  why  the  Cist* 
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ttus'  Union  had  no  column  on  the  ballot  and  had  no  regular  ticket  nomi- 
nated.   AU  that  we  did  then  was  to  try  to  secure,  with  a  large  measure  of 

success,  as  you  know,  the  re-election  of  Mr,  Jerome 
The  Jerome  as  District  Attorney  in   New  York   County,  and  that 

CanipaigIL  shows  that  this  idea  of  non-partisanship,  in  spite  of  all 

our  work  sind  in  spite  of  having  had  a  two  years'  ex- 
ample of  what  that  kind  of  administration  would  give  us,  had  not  made 
much  lodgment  in  the  public  mind.  When  Mayor  McClellan  was  elected 
a  great  many  ol  the  men  who  were  nominally  supporting  the  Citizens* 
Union  said.  '*ThJs  man  is  giving  us  a  very  good  administration  and  we 
think  you  people  ought  to  get  in  and  support  him."  Now,  that  was  said 
very  generally  by  people  who  had  not  been  merely  sentimental  but  finan- 
cial supporters  of  the  Citireni'  Union,  showing  that  they  had  never  appre- 
ciated what  lies  at  the  basis  of  our  proposition,  namely,  the  essential  char- 
acter of  no n- partisanship,  and  since  his  second  election  we  arc  having  an 
experience  like  that  of  which  our  friend  tells  ns  in  Cambridge.  That  is, 
the  mayor  seems,  to  some  ei^tent  at  teast,  to  have  been  emancipated  from 
^e  tnilueace  which  had  dominated  him  during  his  hrst  admimstration, 
and  we  are  fmding  to-day  through  our  Bureau  of  City  Betterment  (which 
it  might  interest  you  to  know  about)  a  good  deal  of  cooperation  from  the 
present  city  administration. 

Some  months  ago  there  was  organized  by  the  Citizens'  Union  a  Bureau 
<3tl  City  Betterment.  It  simply  consisted  of  a  group  of  men  who  began 
an  investigation  along  business  Unes  of  the  methods  of  the  administration 
of  the  diflferent  city  departments,  and  they  began  to  find  out,  for  instance, 
whether  the  dcpariments  were  publishing  reports  accurately.  Then  tliey 
went  into  the  study  of  those  reports  and  compared  them  with  reports  of 
previous  years.  Then  they  prepared  a  small  booklet,  which  we  have  for 
free  distribution,  setting  forth  the  duties  of  the  different  departments  and 
putting  in  the  telephone  numbers  of  those  departments  in  the  book,  so 

that  any  citizen  w^ho  sees  something  wrong  about  the 
Bnrean  of  City  streets  of  the  city  or  in  his  own  home  can  tell  what 
Betterment.  department  to  apply  tOi  to  have  that  thing  corrected. 

If  it  is  not  corrected  by  the  department,  then  he  is  ad- 
-  vised  to  call  up  the  Citizens'  Union,  and  our  Bureau  of  City  Betterment 
will  attend  to  the  case  and  sec  that  the  matter  is  corrected.  Now,  so  far 
we  have  not  bad  a  single  complaint  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  get 
corrected  by  application  to  the  proper  city  department.  Our  idea  in  doing 
thai  is  to  try  to  stimulate  just  this  kind  of  general  civic  interest  among 
dti^cns  in  the  management  of  their  own  affairs.  Up  to  this  time  there 
has  been  no  means  by  which  the  average  man  on  the  street  knew  to  whom 
to  apply  when  anything  went  wrong.  If  he  made  an  individual  complaint, 
nine  times  out  of  ten  it  was  ignored.  At  a  meeting  of  our  committee  last 
night  one  man  reported  that  there  had  been  a  grave  violation  of  the  Tenc- 
meot  House  Law  in  the  house  where  he  lived,  and  he  had  made  a  com^ 
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pSaint  to  the  departnient  and  had  bcett  unable  to  get  it  attended  loi  that 
he  had  then  come  to  the  Citizens*  Union,  and,  as  he  described  it,  "  We 
could  hardly  get  into  onr  house  the  nejct  day,  there  were  so  many  tene- 
ment-hou^ic  inspectors  there  to  sec  that  the  thing  was  attended  to/' 

We  thmk  in  that  way  we  arc  going  to  stir  up  the  individual  interest  of 
the  citizens  in  the  administration  of  city  government,  but  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied that  uitimately — whatever  the  local  exigencies  and  the  local  condidom 
may  make  possible  or  impossible  at  this  time — that  ultimately  if  we  are  to 
have  good  city  administration  we  are  going  to  have  dty 
City  Partleit  parties,  not  one  party,  because  no  government  worthy 

of  the  name  could  ever  be  conducted  on  the  basis  of 
tinanimity.  That  is  ahsoltitely  impracticable.  Men  will  differ  from  men, 
will  organize  parties  in  the  dty,  but  you  will  have  a  progressive  party  for 
example  and  a  conser\'ative,  or  a  moderate  par^,  as  they  have  pracdi^lly 
in  London.  You  know  in  London,  up  to  this  last  election,  they  have  been 
sending  Conservative  members  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  electing 
Progressive  members  to  the  London  County  Council,  and  they  have  two 
distinct  lines  and  two  distinct  parties  in  the  dty  of  London,  distinct  en- 
tirely from  the  Liberals  and  Conservatives,  who  correspond  to  our  national 
party  representatives.  So  I  believe  myself  that  after  awhile — it  is  going 
to  take  some  time,  it  is  not  going  to  be  a  matter  of  a  day  or  a  week,  but 
perhaps  of  four  or  five  years — some  time  (and  it  is  largely  a  question  a.s 
to  what  direction  our  faces  should  be  turned  in)  we  are  going  to  have  dty 
parties  for  the  management  of  city  affairs  entirely,  free  from  the  control 
of  state  and  national  politics,  and  that  is  the  only  way  that  we  can  get 
reasonable,  decent  city  government. 

Mr.  RicnAnnsoN:  May  I  ask  Mr.  Murphy  what  he  would  think  of  a 
change  in  the  law  which  would  require  a  separate  ballot  for  the  city,  an- 
other ballot  for  the  state,  and  another  ballot  for  the  national  ticket,  so  as 
to  have  three  separate  ballots, 

Mr.  Mubphv  :  That  of  course  would  only  be  important  when  the  elec- 
tions were  simultaneous,  As  it  is  now,  we  have  that  practically.  We 
have  a  separate  ballot  for  municipal  elections, 

Mr,  RtchaHP&on  :    Do  not  your  state  and  city  elections  come  together? 

Mr,  Murphy:  No,  they  are  separate.  We  have  city  elections  in  odd 
numbered  years  and  state  and  national  elections  in  even  numbered  years. 

Mr.  Deming:  We  have  that  condition  still,  if  Mr.  Murphy  will  pardon 
me,  in  New  York,  because  we  have  purely  city  officiaU  on  the  same  ticket 
with  county  officials — for  instance,  judges  and  members  of  the  Assembly — 
and  it  would  be  an  advantage  and  we  have  endeavored  to  get  it. 

Mr.  WoomUTP:  As  I  understand  it,  Mr.  Richardson's  suggestion  is 
that  we  have  a  legislative  ticket  and  a  municipal  ticket  and  a  federal  or 
national  ticket,  if  they  are  all  to  be  voted  for  at  the  same  time,  so  that 
a  man  would  have  to  vote  his  county  ticket  on  one  ballot,  his  munidpal 
ballot  on  another  and  his  congressional  ticket  on  another,  and  his 
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ticket  on  atiJl  another.  Then  you  would  have  no  such  condition  as  now 
where  by  a  single  mark  a  man  can  vote  for  Presi- 
Separate  denllat  electors,  cortgre^sional  candidates,  c^ndidate^  for 

BaUoti.  county  oifices,  and  in  Philadelphia  for  local  and  legis- 

lative candidates. 

Of  course,  we  must  bear  this  in  mind,  that  we  are  suffering  from  a 
multiplicity  of  elective  offices.  In  some  of  the  Western  states  they  elect 
at  one  time  as  many  as  thirty-five  and  forty  different  oflEicials,  and  it  is  a 
very  convenient  thing  to  vote  (or  them  all  on  a  party  ticket.  In  Phila- 
delphia wc  have  a  pretty  bad  system  of  affairs.  At  an  election  like  that 
last  February,  we  chose  magistrates  on  a  city  ticket, 
Knltiplioi'^  council  men,  school  directors  and  election  officers.    Next 

of  Officer.  year  we  will  elect  a  mayor,  magistrates,  a  city  solicitor, 

and  possibly  one  or  two  other  dty  officials  in  addition 
to  common  councilmen,  election  officers  and  school  directors,  making  a 
pretty  long  tkket  for  the  average  voter;  and  the  busy  man  falls  back 
naturally  upon  his  part}'  column  and  votes  it  straight  for  lack  of  informa- 
tion or  lack  of  time,  or  both. 

In  Buffalo,  Mr.  Adam  was  the  independent  candidate,  although  running 
on  a  Democratic  ticket  as  well  and  he  carried  the  rest  of  his  ticket 
through,  for  there  was  so  long  a  ticket  to  select  that  the  people  just  voted 
for  the  whole  ticket,  although  they  might  have  had  other  preferences  in 
regard  to  the  other  offices. 

The  Chairman:  Did  not  yon  say  to-day,  Mr-  Woodruff,  that  this 
winter  your  legislature  passed  a  new  ballot  law? 

Mb.  Woodhltf;  No,  ballot  reform  was  not  included  in  the  Governor's 
call  The  election  laws  passed  this  winter  included  a  personal  registration 
Jaw,  requiring  personal  registration  as  a  prerequisite  to  voting,  and  a  uni- 
form primary  taw,  by  which  all  primaries  are  held  on  the  same  day  for  all 
parties  and  under  the  supemsion  of  the  regular  election  officers. 

The  Chaiumak  :  Now  that  you  are  on  your  feet,  Mr>  Woodruff,  won't 
you  tell  us  a  Uitle  something  about  the  City  Party  in  Phitadclphia,  the 
difficuUyr  if  Jiny,  that  it  is  now  encountering,  and  just  what  they  are  doing 
there  now? 

Mil  WoODftUFF:  The  City  Party  was  organized  in  the  early  part  of  1905 
by  the  Committee  of  Seventy  to  participate  in  the  February,  1905,  cam- 
paign. The  Committee  of  Seventy,  which  was  organized  in  the  latter  part 
of  1904.  was  face  to  face  with  the  very  questions  you  have  described  as 
those  you  are  facing  in  Cincinnati:  whether  it  should  make  nominations 
of  its  own,  or  whether  it  should  endorse  Democratic  or  Republican  nomi- 
nees as  they  might  be  worthy  of  it. 

It  believed  that  the  Republican  nominees  were  unworthy  of  support  be- 
cause they  represented  the  then  dominant  organisation,  and  found  that 
the  Democratic  nominees  were  equally  unworthy  of  support  because  they 
had  been  dictated  by  the  same  influence.    There  wits  only  one  alternative 
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for  it  to  follow.    It  bad  to  make  its  own  nominations  or  organke  a  par^ 

to  make  noniinationsp  which  it  proceeded  to  do,  Thejr 
The  City  Party,     organized  the  City  Pariy,  which  it  underwrote,  so  ht 

as  its  finances  were  concerned,  and  g-ave  it  iiioril  sup- 
port and  backing*  That  party  polled  about  35'^^*^  votes  for  its  candtdaKs 
in  the  campaign  which  followed,  being  the  third  m  the  race.  It  was  third 
because  the  Republicans  diverted  enough  of  their  votes  to  the  Democratie 
candidates  to  have  them  out-dfstancc  the  City  Party  candidates. 

Then  came  the  break  of  May  last,  when  Mayor  Weaver  dismissed  hii 
directors  and  assumed  charge  of  his  administration  and  cut  loose  from 
the  old  organization*  During  the  summer  months  of  1905  the  questiofl 
was  up  a&  to  how  to  make  that  break  of  permanent  value  aiid  effect 
Would  there  be  a  new  Republican  party  or  would  they  support  Demo- 
cratic candidates,  or  should  the  City  Party  be  developed  into  an  activt 
factor?  Without  going  into  all  the  details,  which  are  very  interesting  bm 
somewhat  complex,  the  City  Party  was  utilized  as  the  organiiatioii  by 
which  the  people  of  Philadelphia  were  given  an  opportunity  to  vote  for 
candidates  pledged  to  the  support  of  Mayor  Weaver  and  ta  the  ooniiRS- 
ance  of  his  policy. 

Primaries  were  duly  called,  delegates  were  elected,  and  a  dty  convcfl- 
tion  held,  and  nominees  put  in  the  field.  The  City  Party  carried  on  it* 
campaign  and  elected  its  ticket,  although  another  party  was  brought  imo 
the  field  at  the  lime  to  enable  voters  who  wanted  to  be  independent  tn 

state  affairs  as  well  as  in  local  affairs  to  vote  a  Millie 
The  Lincoln  ticket.    There  was  therefore  organized  a  Lincoln  Pany^ 

Party,  which  endorsed   Berry,    the   Deni*:w:ratic  candidate  i<^ 

State  Treasurer,  and  Judge  Stewart^  the  Rcpublicin 
and  Democratic  candidate  for  Supreme  Justice,  as  well  as  the  entire  OtH 
Party  ticket.  The  bulk  of  the  vote  at  the  Noverober  election  ws*  ca»l  ia 
the  Lincoln  Party  column*  not  because  the  people  were  Lincoln  Party  oif^ 
but  because  that  was  the  most  convcmcnt  thing  to  do  at  that  particular 
time. 

When  the  February  election  came  on  wc  had  a  rather  interesting  s't'J*' 
tion.  The  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  City  Party  continued  strong,  but  U^ 
was  the  Lincoln  Party  with  a  large  following,  and  the  question  caitif  a^ 

to  what  relation  the  Lincoln  Party  would  htvc  to  v^* 
rebrUfLry,  City  Party.     It  so  worked  out  that  they  both  hatl 'i'^ 

1906,  Cam'-  same  ticket  in  both  columns  in  Februaiy,  and  thi  ^^^"^ 

paigiL  Party,  with  its  Lincoln   Party  anntx,  if  I  may  call  H 

such,  hut  not  invidiously,  secured  a  majority  of  ^^ 
votes  cast  at  thft  Frhruary  elirtmn.  We  now  have  in  Philadelphia  t  (^"f 
Party  purely  local  and  municipal,  having  no  slate  or  national  polky  ^ 
not  making  any  nominations  for  state  or  national  offices.  It  has  wllitd  ^ 
its  support  a  very  large  number  of  aggressive  and  public-vpirilcd  yo""* 
men.    It  is  generally  thought  that  tlie  sentiment  of  the  city  if  still  $ltow- 
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City  Party  and  that  if  nothing  unforseen  occurs  it  will  be  the  majority 
part>'  in  November,  and  again  next  spring.  The  party  is  regularly  organ^ 
ixed,  having  its  ward  and  division  committees,  and  of  course  its  city  com- 
mittee made  up  of  representatives  from  the  wards.  It  is  carrying  on  an 
active  campaign  between  elections,  maintains  regular  headquarters  in  a 
house  on  Walnut  street,  with  paid  secretancs  who  devote  all  their  time 
to  its  work. 

The  City  Party  idea  is  not  a  new  one^  however.  The  Municipal  League 
preached  that  doctrine  for  a  great  many  years  before,  although  it  never 
succeeded  in  polling  so  large  a  total  vote.  It  did  poll  as  high  as  QO^ooo 
in  one  election,  and  it  is  generally  believed  by  those 
The  Old  HlUUCi-  who  have  been  watching  events  that  the  City  Parly 
pal  Le&gUC.  had  so   strong  a  hold  on  a  certain  number  of  people 

because  of  the  efforts  of  those  who  for  years  have 
been  at  work  along  those  lines.  And  the  active  Municipal  League  men 
arc  now  very  active  members  of  the  City  Party.  The  Secretary  of  the 
City  Committee  is  Mr.  Cyrus  D.  Foss,  Jr.,  who  was  the  last  Secretary  of 
the  Municipal  League.  Its  treasurer  was  an  active  League  member,  and 
is  a  member  of  our  own  Executive  Committee,  and  so  the  old  Muni- 
cipal League  lives  again  in  the  new  City  Party,  which  is  a  third 
murdcipal  party,  inasmuch  as  the  Democratic  and  Republican  parties  con- 
tiiiue  their  old  organizations,  although  the  Democrats  have  seen  a  new 
light  and  are  cooperating  with  the  City  Party,  making  the  same  nomina- 
tions they  make. 

The  Chaikmakt  How  do  you  interpret  what  Mayor  Weaver  said, 
that  the  time  is  ripe  for  the  organization  of  a  new  party? 

Mf.  Woodruff:  1  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for  him,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  Mr,  Weaver  has  had  a  hope^  as  a  strong  partisan  Republican, 
that  sooner  or  later  the  Republican  party  would  be  the  means  of  securing 
permanent  reform  in  Philadelphia,  although  for  the  past  year  he  has  co- 
operated with  the  City  Party,  Now  I  think  he  feels  that  salvation  must 
come  through  a  third  party,  and  that  party  the  City  Party. 

Ti^e:  Chairman  :  Because  he  speaks  of  members  of  all  parties  being 
able  to  belong  to  it. 

Mit  WooBftUFF:  That  is  substantially  what  the  Gty  Party  is.  There 
are  men  in  the  City  Party  who  arc  strong  Republicans  and  strong  Pro- 
hibitionists and  strong  Democrats  in  national  matters,  but  who  have  cast 
aside  all  that  in  their  fight  for  the  city  and  its  interests. 

Mft  Frei&erg:  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  this  reaction  that  has  been 
spoken  about  has  manifested  itself  in  Phttadelphia  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  active  for  reform, 

Mr,  Woodruff:  No.  The  February  election  showed  that  the  reform 
fientiment  of  the  people  of  Philadelphia  was  stronger  than  ever.  In  No- 
vember we  had  a  very  exciting  and  sensational  campaign.  There  were 
all  sorts  of  disclosures.     Every  day  brought  its  sensations,  and  the  people 


436 


THE  ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCES 


were  wrought  up  to  a  irememlous  pitch.    In  February  there  were  no  such 

developments.  Ttiere  were  no  sensations^  There  was 
Persistoncy  of  iiUle  or  notlhing  at  stake.  Two  magistrates  were  to  be 
the  People*  elected,  and  under  our  law  both  were  sure  of  election. 

In  a  great  many  wards  only  election  officials  and  school 
directors  were  to  be  elected,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  were  ap- 
parently very  few  issues  before  the  people  and  very  little  interest  manifested 
in  it  and  very  little  money  raised  for  the  City  Party*  its  city  candidates 
received  10,000  over  the  Republican  party,  which  had  cleaned  np  its  orgati- 
ization  and  eliminated  a  great  many  objectionable  elements^  Now  if  the 
people  in  Philadelphia  will  take  the  trouble  to  vote  in  an  off  election  after 
a  sensational  campaign  like  that  of  November,  when  there  were  very  few 
issues  involved,  it  shows  that  they  are  stirred  up. 

The  Chauimau  :  Mr  Paine,  have  some  of  your  que^liorns  been  la- 
swercdP  Would  you  like  to  ask  some  others  and  make  it  a  little  clearer, 
if  possible? 

Mr,  Paine:  I  think  my  questions  have  been  pretty  well  answered. 
They  really  were  caused  by  our  local  trouble  in  Boston.     We  have  not 

succeeded  so  well  as  you  have  in  some  other  cities  in 
Boston  winning.     We  have  been  beaten,  and  the  last  time  we 

Troubles.  were  beaten  by  the  direct  primary,  which  we  have  been 

striving  for  and  Bnally  have  obtained.  It  has  done 
some  good  things,  but  it  probably  gave  us  our  Democratic  mayor,  defeat- 
ing the  Good  Government  candidate.  The  way  it  worked  was  this:  it 
caused  a  sharp  fight  m  the  Democratic  party  at  the  primaries  and  the 
strongest  vote-getter  won;  the  defeated  candidate*  with  his  supporteri, 
then  rallied  with  party  loyalty  around  the  Democratic  winner  for  the  final 
election.  The  Republican  voters,  choosing  between  two  contestants  in  their 
primary,  picked  out  the  better  one  and  he  was  nominated.  If  there  had 
been  no  direct  primary,  there  is  not  much  doubt  but  what  the  Repnblicani 
would  have  been  willing  to  combine  with  the  independent  Democrats  and 
the  Good  Government  Association  and  nominate  a  liberal  man,  possibly  ifl 
independent  Democrat,  and  it  is  probable — that  is,  people  who  were  roOft 
cognizant  of  the  situation  thought — that  such  a  man  would  have  won. 
But  the  direct  primary  canscd  the  straight  party  nomination  of  a  Repub- 
lican* The  Republicans  in  their  own  primary  would  not  select  an  inde- 
pendent or  a  liberal  Democrat.  That  brought  the  contest  on  eleclioii  diy 
down  to  a  straight,  clean-cut  fight  between  a  Democrat  and  a  Republicaiir 
and  in  an  overwhelmingly  Democratic  city  naturally  the  Democrat  won. 
So  that  while  yon  might  say  the  direct  primary  put  up  the  popular  Dem£^ 
cral  and  beat  the  candidate  of  the  machine — it  did  that — thus  causing  the 
better  man  to  win  as  the  nominee  of  the  majority  party,  yet  it  prevented 
independents  in  connection  with  the  minority  parly  from  winning  in  the 
final  popular  election.  That  was  certainly  a  curious  development  of  ihts 
reform  which  we  have  been  so  eagerly  striving  for.     The  result  in  tlw 
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long  run,  however,  may  be  very  good,  though  the  above  outcome  may  sug- 
gest that  it  will  tend  to  strengthen  ihe  dominance  of  the  majority  party. 

As  reformers,  what  are  we  really  aiming  at — the  improvement  in  polit- 
ical machinery,  or,  partly  through  such  improvement,  the  success  in  the 
truest  sense  of  popular  government  in  the  municipal  field?     In  Boston  it 

seems  as  if  we  were  aiming  at  keeping  the  government 
Ken,  Hot  **  honest"    We  have  said,  "  Men,  not  raeasures,"    We 

MeasUTBA.  have  nothing  to  do  with  measures.    We  have  laid  no 

program  before  the  people.  As  long  as  parties  put  up 
men  possible  to  endorse,  we  endorse  them.  We  endorse  those  deemed  to 
have  the  best  character.  1  think  myself  that  policy  has  been  disappoint- 
ing and  is  displeasing  to  the  people.  To  be  sure  it  has  rallied  around  the 
Good  Government  Association  the  so-called  better  elements,  the  Back  Bay 
people,  the  people  in  brown-stone  fronts — in  short,  the  people  who  might 
naturally  be  expected  to  side  with  such  an  Association.  They  have  taken 
the  advice  of  the  Good  Government  Association  as  to  who  arc  the  better 
men.  But  it  failed  to  win  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  mass  of  the 
people.  In  Chicago  last  January,  at  the  United  Cities  Conference  of  dele- 
gates from  Municipal  Voters'  Leagues,  one  of  the  resolutions  was  that  the 
will  of  the  majority  of  the  people  deliberately  formulated  and  expressed 
should  control  municipal  policies.  If  that  is  to  be  the  case,  those  who 
work  through  Good  Government  Clubs  must  go  in  for  policies.  If  you  go 
in  for  policies  you  must  aim  at  the  pledging  of  candidates,  unless  you 
nominate  your  own  men  to  carry  out  your  policies.  We  have  no  pledging. 
So  that  after  we  endorse  a  man  he  may  go  back  on  us  after  election. 
There  was  a  great  laugh  on  us  a  while  ago  when  the  mayor  nominated 
for  a  most  important  office  in  the  city  administration,  a  place  with  the 
greatest  opportunity  for  graft  and  corruption,  a  man  whom  we  had  suc- 
ceeded in  defeating  at  the  previous  election  for  a  similar  sort  of  office, 
and  all  the  aldermen  whom  we  had  endorsed  voted  to  confirm  thi&  man  in 
this  responsible  and  important  position. 

It  seems  to  me  a  Good  Government  Association  ought  to  have  a  pro- 
gram— 3.  program  of  city  betterment.     Merely  to  seek  the  perfection  of 

political  machinery,  however  interesting  in  itself,  is 
The  Good  comparatively  valueless  unless  it  is  a  means  to  a  greater 

Government  end.     If  it  is  to  be  used  and  misused  by  national  par- 

Associatiom  ties  for  their  own  selfisb  purposes  it  is  not  going  to 

amount  to  much.  One  of  the  principles  of  the  Chicago 
Conference  was  that  municipal  parties  should  he  separate  from  national 
parties.  Mr  Richardson's  suggestion  that  you  should  drive  out  national 
parties  is  good,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  "drive  out" 
national  parties  from  municipal  politics  if  our  aim  is  merely  to  drive 
them  out  Must  it  not  be  done  in  a  different  way,  not  negatively,  but  posi- 
tively, by  the  introduction  of  such  live  topics  and  of  questions  so  vital  to 
the  \velfare  of  the  voters  that  the  mere  presence  of  national  partisanship 
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shall  seem  like  an  intrusion  not  to  be  tolerated?  Then  there  will  be  iw 
ground  for  their  stipporters.  That  was  the  case  in  New  York  City,  where 
Mr.  Hearst  raised  an  issue  which  the  parties  had  to  align  themselves  ta 
and  the  election^  as  Mr.  Murphy  says,  was  not  on  old  party  lines.  No 
party  leader  appealed  to  the  people  on  party  grounds.  The  National  Muni- 
cipal League  ought  to  go  in  for  more  than  perfection  of  party  raachinery. 
It  ought  to  go  in  for  reforms  which  will  gain  the  support  of  the  peopile. 

The  Chicago  resolution  said  that  the  will  of  the  people,  dcliberalely  c3t- 
pressed,  should  control  municipal  policies.     But  how?     1  have  noi  yet  seen 
(though   Mr.   Deming,    I   think,   says   that   either  in  a 
Th©  Will  of  past  paper  or  a  paper  to  come  he  has  shown  how),  I 

the  People,  have  not  yet  seen  how  the  Municipal  League  pro|)Oses 

that  the  people  should  express  their  will  and  how  that 
will  is  to  control  municipal  policies.  In  Massachusetts  we  have  had  ex- 
amples where  the  people  thought  they  were  voting  for  certain  thing*  and 
the  representatives  were  apparently  standing  for  those  policies,  and  yet 
later  went  back  on  them.  But  you  could  not  say  that  the  **  will  of  the 
people  "  which  those  men  were  thus  misrepresenting  had  been  "  expressed" 
beyond  the  power  of  misunderstanding.  It  is  necessary  to  devise  aad 
adopt  new  applications  of  political  machinery  whereby  the  will  of  the 
people  can  be  ascertained.  Many  reformers  feel  that  if  it  ts  necessary 
only  to  appeal  to  a  limited  number  of  influential  persons  it  Is  easier  to  get 
for  instance,  civil  sennce  reform  enacted  more  quickly,  I  think  that  b 
the  wrLnig  way  of  securing  reforms  and  getting  the  people  on  your  sidfiL 
If  you  appeal  directly  to  the  people  they  may  at  first  vote  down  the  merit 
sy^tenu  but  try  again.  And  then  when  they  vote  for  it  they  will  hare 
been  educated  to  understand  and  appreciate  it,  and  that  will  be  the  &at 
solution  for  that  problem.  In  Chicago  they  submitted  that  question  at  the 
polls  and  it  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority.  They  also  submitted  the 
question  of  nonunalions  in  direct  primaries  and  it  was  carried  by  more 
than  eight  to  one.  The  best  chance  we  have  for  the  perfection  of  parties 
is  to  carry  our  case  straight  to  the  people.  It  is  also  essential  for  Otir 
other  objects,  and  therefore  I  should  like  to  see  the  League  extend  to 
help  in  the  line  of  seeing  bow  we  can  proHdc  that  the  people  may  be  fO- 
ablcd  to  express  their  wilj,  and  how  that  will  may  be  made  more  powethit 
for  control  of  policies.  A  good  deal  of  our  future  success  will  depend  oil 
the  development  along  those  lines. 

The  Cbaiamak:    The  initiative  and  referendum,  for  instacicv? 

Mit  Painb  ;  That  is  perhaps  the  way  it  may  work  out.  But  tliosc  «rt 
long-winded  names.  They  cause  distrust  on  the  part  of  sSow-gotq^  deir 
old  people  who  might  believe  in  the  principle  and  yet  would  figfat  iliy  ol 
such  names.  In  Massachusetts  we  have  been  trying  to  get  throiigii  Ite 
Legislature  a  "  public  opinion  "  law.  The  House  passed  it,  and  the  Srf**^ 
which  is  too  largely  responsive  to  the  railroads  and  corpOTBticNis,  ie- 
it.    They  will  not  allow  the  people  to  express  their  opmiam  om  » 
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question  even  when  it  has  no  mandatory  force*  but  is  merely  a  suggestion 
to  their  representatives  of  what  they  want  their  representatives  to  do. 
Even  this  mild  privilege  the  Senate  refuses  to  allow  as.  But  if  Leffisla- 
tures  refuse  to  permit  even  the  expression  of  Opinion  by  the  people  the 
time  is  coming — and  there  are  indications  that  it  is  approaching  more  rap- 
idly  than  many  persons  are  aware  of — when  the  people  will  definitely  de- 
cide to  resume  for  themselves  the  power  and  practice  of  direct  legislation. 

The  Chairman  :  Mr.  Murphy,  yon  believe  in  measures^  of  course.  That 
is  one  of  the  objects  of  having  a  city  party  stand  for  municipal  issues. 

Mn.  MuRPHv:  The  point  Mr.  Paine  makes  is  a  valid  one,  because  that 
is  one  of  the  advantages  that  the  independent  party  possesses  over  a  party 
ready  to  endorse  the  nominee  of  another  parly.  We  did 
Deflnitd  in  ipoi  and  1903  set  before  the  voters  a  very  distinct 

Programa.  program.    But  a  thought  came  into  my  mind  while  Mr. 

Paine  was  speaking,  and  I  was  wondering  whether 
there  was  any  way  by  which  we  could  endeavor  to  bring  about  in  Amer- 
ican cities  a  custom  which  exists  in  British  cities.  When  a  roan  stands 
for  a  seat  in  Parliament  or  membership  in  the  local  Board  of  Aldermen 
or  Town  Council  or  whatever  they  call  it,  it  is  customary  for  him  to 
publish  In  the  papers  in  the  town  in  which  he  happens  to  be  a  resident  his 
views  as  to  public  policies,  with  his  name  attached,  so  that  you  know  ex- 
actly what  that  man  is  going  to  stand  for 

Now,  it  may  be  said  that  a  great  many  people  don't  read  those  papers 
and  don't  understand  what  the  man  stands  for.  But  he  is  on  record  as 
favoring  those  particular  policies,  and  there  is  no  case  known  where  a  man 
has  absolutely  gone  back  on  a  declaration  which  he  made  at  the  time 
when  he  was  appealing  for  public  support.  That  is  the  advertising  of  his 
principles.  Now  is  there  any  way  in  towns  where  it 
Advertiiing  may  be  impossible  to  get  an  independent  party  to  secure 

Principlei.  from  men  who  were  standing  in  the  different  wards  for 

election  a  statement  of  principle  such  as  is  done  in  those 
cases?  I  think  if  one  could  do  that  it  would  be  a  long  step  in  advance 
to  pledging  them.  I  think  that  is  better  than  the  system  adopted  in  Mil- 
waukee, where  they  had  a  number  of  questions  on  a  paper.  I  received  at 
the  ofHee  a  few  days  ago  a  simitar  paper  to  that  circulated  in  Milwaukee, 
in  which  they  asked  the  candidate's  opinion  on  certain  questions.  A  great 
many  people  arc  inclined  to  disregard  a  set  of  principles  which  are  forced 
on  a  man,  whereas  they  will  hold  him  responsible  for  a  set  of  principles 
he  makes  on  his  own  initiative,  Would  not  that  be  something  along  the 
line  of  your  remarks,  Mr,  Paine? 

M».  Paine;   Yes. 

Mr.  Haix:  May  I  give  you  an  illustration  of  what  took  place  in  the 
Colby  campaign  in  Essex  County?  Mr.  Colby  had  been  in  the  Legislature 
for  two  sessions  and  thought  certain  things  were  needed  and  that  people 
wanted  them  but  they  could  not  get  them— equal  taxation,  limited  frtn- 
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chtses,  franchise  lax,  and  popular  election  of  Senators.  Then  he  began 
and  went  through  all  the  towns  wkh  the  same  speech  and  made  ihosc  four 
points.  They  were  on  all  the  dodgers  until  peopk  knew  them  by  heart, 
and  when  the  thing  was  successful  and  wc  elected,  by  means  of  our  new 
primary  law,  pledged  delegates  to  the  convention,  and  the  platform  was 
read  off  to  the  convention,  a  smile  went  around  all  over  the  convention 
wjien  tlicy  heard  read  the  platform  of  about  thirty  words  long,  containing 
the  %'ery  four  points  that  had  been  reiterated  dnring  the  six  weeks*  cam- 
paign. 

Prof.  Hawt:  In  France*  every  candidate  for  the  Chambre  writes  a  con- 
fession of  faith,  which  h  written  up  on  the  dead  walls  of  his  district 

Mr,  Woodruff:  There  is  an  interesting  experience  I  should  like  to  lay 
before  the  members  of  the  Conference  in  Harrisburg^s  recent  history. 
Four  years  ago,  I  think  it  was,  they  agreed  upon  a  definite  program ;  they 
wanted  street  improvements  in  the  way  of  better  paved 
The  H&rriaborg  streets  and  better  cleaned  streets,  an  improved  water 
Plan.  supply  and  increased  park  facilities.     There  were  one 

or  two  other  things.  They  employed  a  ntiniber  of  ex- 
perts, who  submitted  a  plan.  That  plan  wa^  then  submitted  to  the  people 
of  the  city  for  approval  in  the  shape  of  a  loan  sufficient  to  carry  out  the 
plan  that  had  been  suggest ed,  and  Vance  C.  McCormick,  a  candidate  for 
mayor,  pledged  to  carry  out  that  program.  That  is  familiar  history,  and 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr.  McFarland,  who  has  had  so  large  a  part  to 
play  in  that,  is  going  to  prepare  a  pamphlet  which  will  give  you  the  in- 
formation in  detail.  McCormick  served  three  years  with  great  credit  to 
himself  and  the  community,  and  carried  the  improvemeots  as  far  as  it 
was  possible  for  him  during  his  administration. 

Then  the  question  of  his  successor  came  np.  The  bosses  who  were  non- 
partisan, thinking  that  the  Democrats  had  the  call,  set  themselves  to  work 
to  capture  the  Democratic  nomination,  and  they  did.  They  nominated  as 
a  Democratic  candidate  to  succeed  Mr.  McCormick  a  thoroughly  dis- 
reputable machine  politician,  a  man  who  had  been  in  the  oBice  of  mayor 
and  who  had  been  compelled  by  his  successor  to  return  fees  illegally  re- 
tained The  Republicans  nominated  E.  Z.  Gross,  an  uncle  of  McCormick, 
a  clean-handed  man  deeply  interested  in  the  improvements,  Mr.  McCor- 
mick and  his  Democratic  friends  turned  in  for  the  election  of  Mr.  Gross, 
and  he,  a  Republican,  was  elected  to  carry  out  the  program  of  his  prede- 
cessor, a  Democrat,  and  Mr.  Gross  is  now  cooperating  very  effectively  in 
carrying  out  the  program.  It  is  rather  an  interesting  illustration  of  mcas- 
arcs  rather  than  men.  The  measures  were  agreed  upon  very  heartily,  and 
then  the  people  saw  to  it  that  the  right  men  were  elected,  in  the  first  in- 
stance Mr.  McCormick  and  in  the  second  Mr.  Gross, 

The  Chairman  :  Mr,  Scholt^,  will  you  tell  us  what  yoa  arc  doing  in 
Baltimore  to  solve  the  municipal  problem  there? 

Ma  SCBOLti'   Otir  Municipal  League  in  Baltimore  is  quite  young.    It 
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was  bom  in  the  month  of  February,  1905.  just  previous  to  the  muntcipal 
spring  elections.  Our  elections  are  separate.  We  have 
Baltimore.  spring  elections  for  council  men  and  mayor.     Next  year 

we  will  elect  ^  mayor  and  members  of  the  first  branch 
of  the  city  council  and  half  the  members  of  the  second  branch,  so  that  the 
second  branch  always  consists  of  one-half  of  experienced  members — prc- 
siimai>ly.  The  League's  existence  was  based  upon  the  fact  thai  the  Cotin- 
«:il  had  behaved  very  badly  in  the  matter  of  municipal  improvements  fol- 
lowing the  fire,  We  formerly  called  it  the  Great  Fire,  but  now,  owing  to 
San  Francisco's  affliction,  we  are  very  modest  At  that  time  we  desired 
to  follow  out  a  general  plan  of  improvements.  The  policy  was  to  bring 
about  an  honest  and  efficient  administration  of  municipal  affairs.  We  did 
not  attempt  anything  more  than  that.  We  simply  wanted  to  sec  that  hon- 
est and  capable  men,  as  far  as  possible,  were  elected.  We  took  part  in  the 
primaries  that  were  held  in  April,  preceding  the  May  election,  but  with 
tiisaster  to  ourselves*  But  that  did  not  deter  us  from  going  ahead  and 
raking  stock  of  the  candidates  that  were  put  up  by  the  Republicans  and 
Democrats  at  the  May  election.  Our  city,  politically  considered,  is  very 
close,  in  fact,  it  is  in  a  ver>*  happy  situation,  Though  the  city  is  normally 
Democratic,  we  have  enough  independent  voters  at  all  times  to  throw  the 
result  one  way  or  the  other,  dependent  upion  the  local  conditions.  Rely- 
ing upon  this,  we  soon  had  3,000  of  such  independent  %'oters  as  members 
of  the  Municipal  League.  W^e  borrowed  from  the  experience  of  Boston, 
Milwaukee  and  Chicago,  inasmuch  as  we  used  the  blanks  that  they  had 
at  that  time  adopted  to  fit  our  conditions ;  we  sent  them  to  the  candidates, 
had  them  reply,  and  then  sent  out  our  investigators  to  look  up  the  private 
records  of  these  parties,  and  also  put  men  at  work  searching  the  public 
records  of  those  who  had  held  oflftce.  W^e  issued  our  bulletin  previous  to 
the  election,  w^ith  the  result  that  out  of  twenty- three  men  whom  the 
League  found  it  advisable  to  recommend,  twelve  were  elected.  And  the 
condition  of  our  City  Council  is  siich  that  there  arc  enough  independent 
Democrats  together  with  the  Repiiblicans  to  hold  up  any  bad  legislation, 
as  was  recently  shown  in  the  matter  of  a  street-paving  ordinance. 

Another  thing  the  League  did  was  this:  we  recognized  the  fact  that 
every  man  who  had  a  vote  ought  to  be  appealed  to.  It  was  said  that 
there  were  two  classes  of  voters  in  the  city  that  were  purcliaseablc  and 
#ou1d  follow  whoever  would  buy  them— the  negroes  and  the  Russian 
Hebrews.  It  was  considered,  or  always  has  been  considered,  that  the 
Hebrews  in  certain  wards  vote  solidly.  In  the  Seventeenth  Ward  the 
negroes  predominate.  There  are  more  negro  voters  in  the  Seventeentli 
Ward  than  white  voters  of  both  parties  combined.  The  negroes  have  been 
for  years  electing  ^  man»  who  has  since  died,  by  the  name  of  Watty  to 
represent  them  in  the  first  branch  of  the  City  Council.  Deeming  him  cor- 
rupt, we  concentrated  our  efforts  on  the  Democratic  candidate,  a  young 
man  by  the  name  of  Dennis.    We  organized  a  ward  committee,  and  by 
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circulars,  in  which  we  set  forth  the  record  of  Watty,  we  appealed  to  tht 
colored  voters.  And  when  the  day  of  election  came  around  Watty,  who 
believed  that  he  had  this  entire  vote  in  his  pocket,  was  defeated,  a  ihbg 
that  had  been  deemed  impossible  before.  In  fact,  when  we  went  in  to  do 
the  work  it  was  considered  fantastic  and  impossible* 

The  same  thing  happened  in  the  Third  Ward  with  the  Hebrew  voters. 
We  appealed  to  them  through  circulars  in  their  own  language,  and  alttioiigh 
the  other  man  was  a  man  of  their  own  race,  yet  the  Hebrew  voters  turned 
on  him  and  elected  the  other  man.  These  were,  perhaps,  the  iru)$t  im- 
portant examples  of  our  fight.  It  shows,  if  you  will  go  dirccily  to  the 
people  and  appeal  to  ihem  in  a  fashion  that  they  will  understand,  you  can 
rely  upon  their  support. 

Norw,  as  to  this  question  of  placing  arj  independent  candidate  in  the 
field,  that  received  considerable  consideration  from  the  menibers  of  owr 
Executive  Committee,  and  it  was  also  widely  discussed 
Independent  in  the  papers.     There  were  a  lot  of  members  who 

Candidates,  wanted  to  enter  the  political  arena  and  place  todcpeM- 

ent  candidates  in  the  field.  Especially  in  one  ward, 
where  th<;  two  candidates,  the  Republican  and  the  Democratic*  w«*  both 
employees  of  public  service  corporations,  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  RaiJ- 
road  and  the  other  of  the  United  Electric  Railway  Company  of  Balti' 
more  city. 

We  took  the  stand,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  that  no  man  employed  by 
a  corporation  should  sit  in  the  City  Council  where  questions  \itaJty  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  the  people  and  of  franchises  valuable  to  these  corpof*- 
tbns  would  come  up^should  be  permitted  to  sit  there  and  vote  upon 
those  questions.  We  went  over  the  field  in  this  ward  and  came  to  tht 
conclusion  that  it  woutd  not  be  advisable  to  put  up  a  candidate*  because  it 
would  simply  invite  defeat,  so  we  stood  off  and  did  nothing.  Wc  would 
have  had  a  certain  number  of  voters  with  us,  but  the  number  would  hare 
been  so  small  it  would  have  been  \3seless.  It  would  ha^-e  been  bve*i 
labor  lost. 

Mr,  Freiberg:  Is  it  not  possible  that  tliere  were  some  other  factors 
which  had  an  infiuenec  in  changing  the  negro  voters  other  than  appeal- 
ing to  them  by  argument?  It  seems  inconceivable  to 
Iht  ISOS^O  Vote,  me  from  my  experience  in  my  ow^n  city  that  you  could 
turn  the  vote  by  argument. 

Mtt.  ScHOLTz:  Wc  had  a  strong  and  effective  committee  in  that  ward 
(where  I  live  myself),  and  that  committee  was  made  up  chie%  of  Re- 
publicans. 

Mr,  Fbeiberq:   Colored  men^ 

Mr.  Scholtz:  No;  white  men.  This  particular  negro  had  hejd  office 
so  long  that  naturally  he  had  created  a  great  many  enemies. 

Ma  Freiberg  i  Oh»  Waity  was  a  darky  himself  ? 

MsL  ScHOtTt :   Yes,  and  tlierc  were  many  of  his  own  race  aspiring 
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the  same  office.  In  fact,  once  or  twice  they  had  appeared  as  candidates. 
Now,  these  itien  worked  against  this  man  Watty,  and  we  got  them  all  to 
assist  us,  and  the  result  was  Watty  went  down  into  defeat* 

Mil  Freibebg  :  That  is  the  reason  I  asked  the  question.  Perhaps  it  was 
not  the  argument. 

Mr.  Scholtz  :  Argument  worked  w^ell  in  the  Jewish  district^  because 
there  we  had  no  coiutnittee;  and  1  do  know  that  argument  appealed  in 
maiiy  instances  to  the  negroes^  for  I  came  in  contact  with  a  good  many  of 
the  negroes  to  whom  it  appealed.  The  chief  help  was  that  we  had  the 
respectable  Republican  element  working  against  him.  They  had  worked 
against  him  before,  but  with  the  circulars  spread  in  every  house  in  that 
ward  that  was  the  determining  straw. 

The  Chaisman:  I  rather  like  the  way  Mr  Richardson  put  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  am  going  to  read  it  over  again:  "Why  should  we  not  just 
simply  turn  national  parties  out  of  municipal  elections  and  let  them  con- 
fine themselves  to  national  issues  and  national  contests?"  There  is  a 
gentleman  present  to-night  who  has  probably  devoted  more  time  to  the 
solution  of  this  question  than  any  of  the  rest  of  us,  and  who  has  worked 
side  by  side  with  Mr.  Richardson  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  we  would 
like  to  a^k  him  how  we  can  do  it.  1  am  going  to  ask  Mr.  Deming  how 
he  can  do  it, 

Mr,  Deming:  The  reform  of  municipal  government  has  proceeded 
along  the  lines  of  evolution  just  as  naturally  and  inevitably  as  birth  and 
death.  I  remember  in  i88o,  when  I  was  living  irt 
Progrena  Brooklyn,  a  municipal  party  never  had  been  heard  of, 

ThrOEfh  and  local  non-partisan  political  organisations  were  im- 

ETolutdon*  possible,    W^e  young  Republicans  would  not  unite  with 

the  young  Democrats,  although  we  adopted  exactly  the 
same  platform  in  municipal  matters.  The  fierce  partisanship — and  by  that 
I  mean  national  partisanship — which  was  the  natural  product  of  the  great 
political  issues  that  preceded  the  Civil  War,  and  was  fanned  into  a  furious 
damCf  yes,  into  a  white  heat^  during  thai  war,  had  cooled  ofT  by  i8So, 
but  the  embers  were  still  very  hot,  and  a  local  party—why*  we  were  all 
Republicans  or  we  were  all  Democrats,  And  we  were  always  Republicans 
and  always  Democrats.  A  man  was  born  a  Republican,  lived  a  Repub- 
lican, died  a  Republican,  And  so  with  the  Democrats.  Here  and  there 
was  a  voice  in  the  wilderness,  but  the  municipal  reform  movement,  in  the 
sense  of  driving  national  political  partisanship  out  of  local  elections,  did 
not  begin  to  exist  umt!  about  i88o,  Prior  to  that  time  a  number  of  far- 
seeing  men  had  seen  the  soundness  of  the  principles  that  are  now  pro- 
claimed from  the  housetops,  and  now  and  then  there  was  a  little  pamphlet 
or  a  stray  article  in  a  magazine,  but  there  was  no  general  belief  in  the 
principle.  That  is  where  wc  started  in  Brooklyn  in  i88o,  and  we  pro- 
ceeded along  the  natural  lines.  The  young  Republicans  and  the  young 
Democrats  each  adopted  a  platform  containing  a  plank  that  national  polit- 
ical partisfonahip  had  no  proper  place  in  purely  local  matters. 
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By  1883.  in  the  city  of  BrookbTi,  both  the  Republican  and  the  'Dtsa^ 
cratic  parties  in  their  local  conventions  adopted  this  principle— for  ScSfilll 
purposes  each  adopted  it  They  had  to.  We  had  organised  assodatioiis 
by  that  time  in  Brooklyn,  young  Democrats  and  >'Oiiiif 
Brooklyn  as  an  Repitblicans,  that  controlled  the  vote  one  way  or  the 
£j[&mpld.  other»  which  proclaimed  these  principles,  and  there  wis 

bidding  for  our  votes,  and  so  the  local  branches  of  the 
national  parties  became  \'irtuous  along  our  lines.  That  was  tJie  pHc^  they 
were  willing  to  pay  for  our  support.  Presently  we  began  to  have  in 
Brooklyn,  and  then  in  New  York,  municipal  organizations  a£  such. 
There  was  a  succe^^sion  of  them  with  various  names. — ^a  citiJEcns'  leagur,  i 
civic  association,  a  people's  league,  and  so  forth,  which  were  joined  bjf 
considerable  numbers  of  Rei>ublicaiis  and  Democrats  who  no  longer  hcii- 
tatcd  to  work  side  by  side  in  the  same  local  political  organizadoa  for 
local  ends.  That  has  become  now  a  very  common  occurrence  la  a  greit 
many  cities. 

In  New  York  we  have  now  reached  the  point  where  it  is  recogniied 
by  both  the  chief  national  parties  in  their  local  branches — and  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  you  find  it  also  acknowledged  in  the  law — that  it  slull 
not  interfere  with  yo«r  standing  as  a  regular  Democrat  or  a  regular  R^ 
publican  if  you  do  not  vote  the  Republican  ticket  or  the  Democratic  licktt 
locally.  It  marks  an  enormoiis  advance  to  have  this  principle  actually  eni- 
bodied  in  the  law  and  in  the  rtrtes  of  the  party.  Last  autumn,  for  in* 
stance,  in  New*  York  the  Reptihlican  organization  and  the  Democntie 
organization  were  fighting  the  dty  campaign  on  local  issues  with  scarcely 
an  allusion  to  national  politics.  Since  1880  we  have  progressed  to  the 
point  where  the  regular  organizations  ol  the  national  parties,  through  ibetr 
local  branches,  find  it  expedient  to  conduct  local  campaigns  on  purely 
local  issues.  And  alongside  of  them  are  ihtf  Citizens*  Union  and  the  City 
Club  and  several  organizations  in  Brooklyn,  each  according  to  its  light 
working  to  put  the  government  of  the  city  on  a  non-partisan  basis,  a*  fir 
as  national  politics  are  concerned. 

But  municipal  parties  recognized  as  such  and  contending  with  each 
other  for  control  of  the  local  government  have  not  yet  arisen.  The  diffi* 
culty  always  is  that  you  cannot  have  a  fight  unless  you  have  two  sides  t» 
It.  Now,  a  body  of  citizens  which  is  proclaiming  civic  virtue  and  nothiof 
but  civic  virtue  is  not  a  party.  It  is  an  influence  for  good,  but  it  is  not 
a  political  party.  The  point  I  want  to  make  clear  is,  that  you  cannot  have 
a  city  party  until  you  have  city  parties.  WTsea  you 
City  Farti««.  have  at  least  two  parties  fighting  On   local  issues  to 

secure  control  of  the  city  government  and  dty  gO'teiii- 
nient  has  become  the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  majority  ofi  lo<lI 
issues,  then,  and  not  till  then,  you  will  have  genuine  dty  parties. 

The  main  thing  to  be  accomplished  is  to  get  it  into  th«  mbdi 
of    the    people    that    the    dty    is    to    be    governed    according    fo    theif 


1 

I 


THE  ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCES 


44S 


opinion  on  local  issues.  There  is  no  one  way  of  accomplishing  this 
TcsulL  Baltimore  will  have  its  methods;  Chicago  its  methods;  Boston 
its  methods;  New  York  its  methods^  And  it  is  very  probable  it 
will  not  be  the  same  method  for  ten  years  consecudvely  in  any  o£ 
the  cities.  But  in  whatever  dty  we  are  working  &nd  whatever  method 
we  employ,  we  must  keep  steadily  at  work  and  never  lose  sight  of  the  true 
end  of  our  efForts>  the  real  goal  we  are  endeavoring  to  reach — a  city  gov- 
ernment conducted  according  to  the  deliberately  expressed  will  of  the 
majority  of  its  citizens  on  city  questions. 

One  of  the  chief  obstructions  constantly  blocking  our  way  toward  the 
attainment  of  this  goal  is  our  bad  electoral  methods,  which  require  an 

immense  amount  of  technical  knowledge  and  of  utterly 
B&d  Electoral  useless  and  cumbrous  machinery.  In  the  old  days  be* 
Methods^  fore  we  had  any  primary  law,  or  had  even  heard  of 

the  Australian  ballot^ — I  will  conline  myself  to  only 
one  part  of  the  electoral  method  at  that  time^the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  ballots  and  providing  ballots  at  the  polls  was  a  piece 
of  enormous  machinery,  perfectly  enormous  and  very  expensive.  It  cost 
in  the  old  city  of  New  York  in  1880  something  Uke  $80,000  alone  just  to 
print  and  distribute  the  ballots  through  the  city,  without  counting  the  labor 
of  folding  your  ballots.  We  used  to  sit  up  all  night  receiving  the  tickets 
from  the  printer,  folding  them,  bunching  themj  putting  them  in  their 
proper  bag^  to  go  to  the  proper  wards.  When  all  this  had  been  done  it 
Still  remained  to  get  them  into  the  proper  election  districts  in  each  ward* 
Transportation  and  special  messengers  were  required  for  this.  All  this 
labor  and  expense  were  necessary  merely  to  get  the  ballots  to  the  polls, 
and  there  men  had  to  be  provided  to  receive  the  ballots  and  distribute 
them  to  voters.  We  saw  plainly  enough  that  this  put  money  into  politics 
from  people  who  made  money  out  of  politics,  and  we  finally  secured  an 
official  ballot  printed  by  the  State  and  delivered  within  the  polling  place 
to  the  voters  by  state  ofHcials,  Incidentally  the  new  method  gave  us  a 
secret  ballot,  which  it  was  not  before.  So  we  got  rid  of  the  necessity  of 
that  part  of  tlie  organization  whose  function  was  to  print  and  distribute 
the  ballot.    And  we  thought  we  had  made  very  great  progress. 

There  remained  another  part,  and  a  very  in>portant  part,  of  the  organ- 
ization machinery.  That  was  the  nominating  machinery.  Now,  t  am  not 
going  into  the  details  of  that,  of  course,  at  this  hour,  but  the  nominating 
machiner>'  is  a  very  complex  thing,  and  if  any  of  you  think  it  h  easy  to 

comply  with  the  law  with  regard  to  nominations  and 
Vominatiiig'  to  get  the  person  that  you  wish  nominated  and  to  have 

Xadimery,  his  name  put  on  the  official  ballot  for  the  primary,  try 

it  in  your  several  slates  and  see  if  that  is  or  is  not  a 
very  difficult  piece  of  machinery,  whether  it  does  not  take  not  only  a  lot 
of  time  but  a  lot  of  money  and  a  lot  of  conferences  and  a  lot  of  arrange* 
ment,  and  whether  you  don't  find  substantially  the  same  kind  of  difHculty 


446 


THE  ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCES 


witb  ytmr  o^dal  ballot  as  to  getting  the  n^me  upon  It  as  j^u  did 
the  aon-offidal  tiallot  about  getting  the  ballot  at  all  Ii  we  had  i 
simple,  straight- forward  method  of  getting  the  nain^s  of  candidates  on 
the  oSidal  primary  ballot  a  simple  inescpcnsiv^e  methods  sjid  then  wt 
had  the  right  kind  of  a  simple  direct  primary,  then,  Mr<  Paine,  we  wottld 
have  the  ma  chine  ly  that  you  want 

Jdt.  Paine:   I  think  we  have  it  in  Bostott  sir. 

MJt  Demhcc:  I  wish  I  had  tirac  ,  .  ,  .  .  (laughter). 

The  Ceaimma^t:  Go  on.    That  is  very  interesting. 

Mr.  Demikg!  a  committee  of  the  National  Municipal  League  devoted 
several  yt^n  of  study  and  reported  on  the  nominating  systems  in  three 
typical  states.  New  York«  Peitnsylvaiita  and  ^Unncsota,  and  has  made  a 
report  with  recommendations.  I  have  analyzed  since  then  the  New  Jersey 
Primary  Law  aod  made  an  analytical  report  of  the  Colby  canvass,  and 
showed  how  he  succeeded  because  of  certain  provisions  in  the  primaiy 
law,  and  that  paper  will  probably  be  presented  at  a  future  meetings  of  the 
Leagtie  and  I  will  not  anticipate  it  now.  But  suffice  it  to  say  that  what 
you  want  is  the  individual  office  against  the  slate  You  want  your  candi- 
date to  announce  a  definite  set  of  principles  appropriate  to  the  olEce.  the 
nomination  to  which  he  seeks,  and  to  announce  them  in  advance.  That 
simple  announcement  endorsed  by  a  very  few  people*  should  be  quite 
sufEcietit  to  authorize  a  candidate's  nattie  to  be  on  the  nominating  ballot, 
and  that  ballot  should  be  on  the  Massachusetts  principle  as  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  its  names  and  that  primary  (^ince  it  is  not  a  state  that  we  are 
trying  to  nominate  but  the  best  man  for  each  oJSce,  the  primar>'  being  a 
people's  affair  and  not  a  machine's  affair),  that  primary  should  be  opetL 
Every  man  in  a  city  election  should  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  primary 
and  vote  for  a  candidate  for  any  office  without  thcrebj*  being  precluded 
from  voting  for  any  candidate  he  likes  for  any  other  office.  In  Massachu* 
setts  you  have  the  slate  principle  embodied-  You  must  go  to  the  Repub- 
lican primary.  You  mast  pick  out  a  national  Republican  for  every  dty 
office  if  you  are  in  favor  of  one  for  any  office.  You  have  no  chance  to  be 
a  good  government  man.  You  have  got  to  vote  for  a  Republican  or  a 
Democrat  for  every  office. 

M*.  Haxt  ;  In  order  to  get  on  the  ticket  of  one  or  the  other  of  these 
parties? 

Mb,  Demikg:  Or  to  get  the  votes  at  the  primaries  of  the  members  of 
those  parties. 

Mr.  Hart:   No,  there  is  a  third  way, 

Mr,  Demikg  *  As  long  as  that  principle  lasts  you  won*t  drive  the  national 
parties  out  of  the  local  sphere.  I  am  confining  myself  entirely  to  the 
local  sphere.  Now,  we  National  Municipal  Leaguers — and  it  has  been  a 
foremost  principle  of  the  National  Municipal  League  that  national  parties 
have  no  place  in  local  matters— should  fight  for  a  free,  open  primary,  not 
merely  the  Massachusetts  direct  primary  within  the  Republican  party,  the 


direct  primary  within  the  Democratic  party,  but  a  direct,  open  primary 
that  recognizes  no  party  in  nominating  to  purely  city  office*  That  is  what 
we  must  fight  for.  That  is  what  our  League  has  recommended  and  sup- 
ported by  the  best  arguments  it  can. 

Now,  Just  one  word  more  about  city  parties.    City  parties  are  neces- 
sarily  ephemeral     Necessarily.     And   that   applies   not   merely   to   such 

organixadons  as  come  up  from  time  to  time  under  vari- 
City  Parties  are  ous  names  and  work  for  good  government,  but  it  applies 
KecewarHy  to  all  local  political  organixations  organized  {or  purely 

Ephemeral,  local  purposes.    This  is  because  on  the  whole  there  are 

no  permanent  political  issues  in  city  government.  In 
a  city  the  issues  on  one  side  or  the  other  for  which  you  arc  fighting  in  igoo 
arc  not  the  issues  which  are  before  the  people  in  1904.  How,  then,  are  you 
going  to  have  a  permanent  city  party  with  a  permanent  organization 
throughout  all  the  wards,  elaborate,  expensive,  and  with  a  stable  or  in- 
creasing membership  when  issues  are  constantly  shifting,  especially  if 
your  organization  does  not  depend  either  upon  patronage,  upon  appoint' 
ment  to  office,  upon  dty  contracts,  upon  franchises,  or  upon  any  of  the 
fattening  foods  upon  which  the  local  branches  of  our  national  parties  live. 
With  local  issues  constantly  shifting,  we  must  expect  that  the  membership 
of  local  parties  will  change  from  year  to  year  and  campaign  to  campaign. 
If  we  ever  get  the  national  parties  out  of  the  local  fight  there  will 
always  be.  then,  city  parlies,  and  they  will  be  opposed  to  one  an- 
other, according  to  the  particular  policies  at  that  particular  time  com- 
peting for  public  favor,  and  to  me,  gentlemen,  that  is  what  QUghl 
to  be,  and  that  is  the  way  we  ought  to  have  it.  Wc  shall  then 
divide  among  ourselves  upon  live  present-day  political  issues  and 
shall  not  care  to  preserve  a  costly  organization,  because  we  have  an 
organization,  and  with  such  a  simple  nominating  method  as  I  have  de- 
scribed, there  will  be  no  need  of  an  elaborate  organization.  You  will 
always  want  an  organization  and  want  to  have  it  cfTcctive,  but  you  won't 
need  an  elaborate  organization  of  the  Tammany  sort  to  nominate  men  to 
local  office. 

Mr.  CHAto^Es  M,  Cox :  Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  put  in  just  a  word  to  show 
that  there  are  spots  in  the  country  where  the  Municipal  League's  ideas  have 

lieen  worked  out.  I  live  in  the  most  recently  formed 
Experience  of  city  in  Massachusetts,  Melrose,  and  we  ver>'  nearly 
HeirotBf  Mau,        have  worked  out  the  things  you  are  talking  about  here. 

We  had  a  Municipal  League.  It  has  gone  into  a  coma- 
tose condition  practically,  because  there  is  not  much  use  for  it.  We  have 
a  referendum  clause  in  our  Constitution,  which  makes  it  %  very  simple 
matter  to  bring  up  any  subject  and  put  it  on  our  otlicial  ballot,  Our  can* 
didatcs  do  announce  their  policies.  They  actually  have  done  the  thing 
which  you  asked  to  have  done  here.  They  have  done  it  for  several  years, 
on  local  matters   I  mean,  and  this  last  year   we  elected  a   Democratt 
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although  there  are  four  times  as  rnany  Republican  voters  in  this  dty  is 
there  arc  Democrats.  We  had  three  candidates  for  mayor  at  our  last 
election;  only  one  of  them  went  into  the  caucus  at  all — the  Repablkaa 
caucus.  There  was  no  Democratic  caucus  held.  The  man  who  wii 
elected  was  elected  on  nomination  papers,  and  the  man  who  got  the  next 
highest  was  elected  on  nomination  papers,  which  are  very  easily  worked  out. 

I  simply  rise  to  say  that  there  are  spots  where  3*oar  ideas  have  been 
thoroughly  well  worked  out  and  where  the  thing  is  doing  basiness  to-day. 
We  are  not  a  perfect  dty  by  any  means,  bnt  still  T  do  feel  that  we  are  a 
long  way  ahead  of  a  lot  of  other  places.     (Applause,) 

The  Ckairmah:  I  wovild  like  to  ask  Mr.  Deming  whether  he  thinks 
that  the  primary  law  that  was  passed  in  Massachtisetts  was  not  at  least  a 
step  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr,  Demjng:  Oh,  yes  indeed.  You  can  jump  forward,  but  you  cannot 
get  across  the  ditch  every  time.  Now,  an  interesting  illustratioa  of  that 
is  what  happened  in  New  York  in  i8S(2.  A  ntimber  of 
Hew  Yorlfi  us  considered  that  we  shoyld  emancipate  nominations 

Primary  to  public  office  from  the  control  of  the  organizations. 

Experience.  and  we  drew  a  tentative  bill  for  that  purpose  and  sent 

it  up  to  the  Legislature  in  conference  with  some  very 
good  men  there.  The  result  was  the  adoption  of  the  first  primary  law 
that  every  appeared  on  the  statute  books  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and 
the  substance  of  it  was:  "Be  it  enacted  that  the  regular  party  orgamn^ 
tions  may  hereafter  make  such  rules  as  they  please  in  the  conduct  of  Uieif 
affairs,  and  any  violation  of  those  rules  shall  be  a  misdemeanor/*  That 
was  the  first  result  of  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature.  We  have  had  in  Nevr 
York  since  i8Sa,  I  should  think*  twenty-eight  to  twenty-nine  primar>'  laws, 
and  the  Legislature  passed  in  1898  or  in  1899  a  primary  law  that  makes 
a  fine  pamphlet.  It  is  a  code  of  morals  for  the  political  organizatioai, 
and  it  is  a  code  of  morals  intended  to  apply  to  cities  of  different  grades* 
and  kinds  and  classes,  and  to  the  country,  to  the  rural  districts,  and  10 
persons  who  shall  be  allowed  to  be  considered  members  of  the  organiia- 
tions  of  the  regular  parties  (not  trusting  the  parties  any  longer  to  give 
the  definition  themselves);  it  provides  elaborately  how  these  printaries 
shall  be  held,  at  public  expense  and  before  public  officials;  there  is  a  sep- 
arate primary  for  the  Democrats  in  a  separate  location,  and  another  for 
the  Republicans.  By  the  way,  you  cannot  have  a  primary  in  New  York 
State  unless  you  have  it  under  the  supervision  of  a  Democratic  or  a  Rt- 
publican  official,  because  they  are  the  only  persons  in  New  York  State 
who  arc  allow^ed  to  be  election  officials. 

Tbe  Ch  Ant  man:  Are  they  not  held  on  the  same  day  for  both  parties? 

Mr  Deming:  Yes,  but  not  in  the  same  place.  It  does  not  outlcf 
whether  they  arc  held  on  the  same  day,  so  long  as  they  are  not  held  is 
the  same  place.  There  is  not  time  to  go  into  the  details  of  tt*  bQI  it 
works  out  just  in  the  good  old  way,  works  out  beautifully;  and  as  I  say. 
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if  yon  think  it  is  a  nice,  easy,  fair,  open*  above-board  game  to  enter  poli- 
tics, join  a  re^lar  Republican  or  a  regular  Democratic  organization  and 
fight  to  get  a  man  nominated  for  munidpa)  office  on  a  non-partisan  plat- 
form. Try  itt  and  you  will  find  it  is  both  expensive  and  extraordinarily 
difficult.  You  meet  with  the  most  unexpected  diiHculiics,  that  yoti  never 
heard  of  before  and  that  you  would  not  have  imagined  could  occur  Re- 
peatedly as  our  primary  laws  have  been  amended  and  elaborate  as  the 
efforts  have  been  to  perfect  them,  there  is  so  much  dissatisfaction  with 
their  workings  that  I  think  if  the  Republicans  had  not  been  going  to  have 
a  gubernatorial  campaign  this  autumn  we  should  have  made  many  changes, 
perhaps  even  have  enacted  a  good  law  this  year.  The  sentiment  of  the 
cities,  especially  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  very  decidedly  in  favor  of 
a  change.  But  the  Republicans  need  the  country  vote  and  do  not  want 
to  change  the  primary  law  on  the  eve  of  a  gubernatorial  election  and  in- 
augurate new  methods  which  might  break  up  the  slate  system  of  nomi- 
nations. 

The  Chawman:  In  the  ballot  reform  that  you  were  working  for  in 
New  Yorkj  I  imagine  that  you  would  stand  for  a  pure  Australian  ballot 
without  any  emblem  and  without  any  party  designation  and  the  grouping 
of  the  candidates  under  the  head  of  the  office. 

Ma.  Deming:   The  Massachusetts  form  of  ballot 

The  Chairman:  Massachuj^ctts  has  the  party  designation.  Rcpublic^ui 
and  Democratic, 

Mr,  Deming:  The  ujie  of  political  designations  on  general  election  day 
municipal  ballots  stands  upon  a  different  footing  from  their  use  on  nomi- 
nating election  (primary)  ballots.  At  a  municipal  pri- 
Politdcal  mary   where  the  fight  is,  as   it  o tight  to  be,  between 

DiOglkatioiU  on  candidates  competing  for  nomination  to  an  ofGce  as  the 
tho  BftUoti  representatives  of  a  certain  set  of  principleci  appropriate 

to  the  office.  I  think  there  should  be  something  on  the 
ballot  itself  to  indicate  the  platform  on  which  the  candidate  seeks  the 
nomination. 

Where  a  number  of  men  are  candidates  for  nomination  to  the  same 
office,  I  think  the  voter  is  entitled  to  have  the  baifot  indicate  the  policy 
which  each  candidate  has  announced  as  the  one  he  will  enforce  in  the 
conduct  of  the  office,  I  think  the  voter  is  entitled  to  this  very  simple  aid, 
and  where  several  candidates  stand  upon  the  same  platform,  represent 
the  same  principle,  I  think  the  voter  is  entitled  to  know  this  in  order  that 
as  between  those  who  stand  for  the  policy  the  voter  favors,  he  may  chooi^ 
the  man  he  prefers.  At  an  open  municipal  primary  such  as  I  have  been 
advocating^  where  each  elector  votes  for  any  candidate  for  the  nomina- 
tion to  an  office  without  prejudicing  his  right  to  vote  for  any  candidate 
for  nomination  to  another  office,  and  each  candidate  man  ?eek  the  nomi- 
nation on  a  declara!ion  of  the  principles  he  will  apply  in  the  conduct  of 
the  office  he  seeks,  it  would  seem  to  mc  entirely  proper  that  the^e  prin- 
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cipks  should  be  indicated  on  the  nominating   (primary)  ballot  by  some 
short  political  designation. 

The  present  primary  methods  keep  the  machine  in  power,  preserve  its 
control  of  nominations,  make  the  nomination  for  each  office  an  item  in  the 
organization  slate  or  schedule  of  nominations  for  all  the  offices*  Ejcperi- 
ence  proves  that  the  separate  primary  does  not  weaken  in  the  least  the 
clutch  of  the  organizations  on  nominations  to  public  office.  If  we  wish  to 
abolish  the  slate,  to  loosen  the  organization's  clutch^  we  must  be  willing 
to  try  other  methods  of  making  nomitiattons  than  those  that  have  for  their 
real  object  ho^^-ever  shrewdly  concealed,  to  make  the  machine  predomi- 
nant. If  the  purpose  of  municipal  primaries  is  to  devise  an  official  Repub- 
lican or  Democratic  slate  upon  which  shall  appear  only  organization  Re- 
publican or  Democratic  nominees,  then  separate  primaries  are  admirably 
adapted  to  accomplish  the  purpose. 

TnE  Chairman  :  The  reason  I  asked  the  question  was  that  we  in  Cin- 
cinnati rather  favor  the  elimination  entirely  of  the  parly  designatioUt  and 
I  think  I  have  seen  some  place  where  it  was  decided,  in  considering  that 
question,  that  it  was  unconstitutional;  that  you  had  to  keep  the  name 
Republican  or  Democratic  on  the  ballot  to  make  it  a  guide.  That  is,  we 
had  to  make  laws  to  suit  the  ignorant. 

Mft,  Deming:  Where  the  state  requires  at  the  general  election  the  use 
of  an  official  ballot,  the  illiterate  voier^  if  the  constitution  gives  him  the 
right  to  vote,  is  entitled  to  some  mark  or  emblem  on  the  ballot  to  enable 
him  to  find  the  name  of  the  man  he  wants  to  vote  for. 

The  CliAiRMANr   You  think  this  point  is  well  taken? 

Mil  Deming:    I  think  it  would  be  generally  held  so. 

The  Chapman:    I  am  sorry  to  hear  that. 

Mr.  Deming:  But  there  is  no  constitutional  requirement  that  the  ballot 
f^hould  be  arranged  so  as  to  favor  and  encourage  the  voting  for  a  Repub* 
lican  or  Democratic  slate  at  the  general  election,  and  the  constitution  doe* 
not  put  a  premium  upon  illiterate  voting  at  primaries  or  com|>el  illiteraicA 
10  be  allowed  to  vote  at  primaries. 

Mm.  SholTz:  Apropos  of  that  question*  the  same  qiicRtion  of  the  emblem 
came  up  before  the  Reform  League  of  Baltimore  and  its  Executive  Com- 
mittee*  and  I  think  through  their  representative  Mr,  Howard  at  the 
Conference  at  Chicago,  they  expressed  the  opinion  that  as  the  Constitu* 
tion  did  not  prescribe  an  educational  test,  therefore  the  voter  was  en^ 
titled  to  an  emblem,  and  it  was  not  a  question  of  the  emblem  being  pre* 
scribed  but  the  question  of  there  being  no  educational  test  required, 

Mr.  Paine:  1  am  interested  in  another  point.  Mr,  Deming,  I  rather 
think,  took  it  that  !  was  opposed  to  primary  reform, 

Mr.  Demino:    Please  do  not  think  I  thought  that. 

Mm.  Paine:  T  withdraw  my  impression  then.  But  I  said  somethiiig 
about  the  way  it  had  worked  in  Massachusetts  because  it  often  seems  as 
if  the  reforms  we  think  are  going  to  be  such  a  solution  have  a  hitch  which 
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the  politicians  discover  and  which  they  use  iji  part  to  Wrp  against  us,  just 
as  I  said  about  that  pritnary  election  last  N{:ivcnibert  it  caused  us  to  elect 
the  Democratic  mayor  instead  of  a  good  government  mayor.  The  iwo 
primaries  in  Boston  arc  held  on  the  ^ame  date  and  in  the  same  place. 
You  go  into  the  primary  booth  and  you  ask  for  either 
Open  Primaries,  one  or  the  other  of  the  pritnary  slips  and  you  vote  on 
them  as  you  wish.  I  understood  Mr.  Deming  to  say  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  an  open  primary  so  that  you  could  vote  for  a 
Democrat  for  the  hrst  office  and  a  Republican  for  the  second,  and  so  forth. 

Mk  Dexiing:  There  should  not  be  any  Democratic  or  Republican  con- 
trol as  to  whom  we  should  vote  for  at  a  primary, 

Mr.  Paine  :  Quite  so,  Tht  reason  for  that  is  that  in  Massachusetts  in 
the  old  days  when  primaries  of  the  different  parties  were  in  different 
places  on  different  days,  the  wards  where  the  one  party  was  in  a  strong 
majority  would  send  in  its  men  and  control  the  nominations  of  the  other 
party,  and  we  feel  perfectly  confident  that  with  our  Democratic  managers 
there  that  if  we  had  a  primary  where  you  could  vote  for  anybody  you 
pleased,  that  in  many  of  the  wards  the  Democrats  would  simply  pick  out 
the  worst  Republican,  and  so  you  would  get  two  bad  men. 

Mr.  Deming:  The  purpose  of  the  present  primary  methods  is  to  keep 
the  machine  in  power,  and  those  methods  accomplish  the  purpose  in- 
tended. Therefore,  we  must  change  the  methods  so  there  may  be  some 
chance  of  getting  the  machine  out  of  power,  and  the  more  we  simplify 
methods  the  less  necessity  there  will  be  for  the  machine. 

Mr,  Paine:  My  answer  is  this:  If  I  can  get  the  people  of  New  York 
calling  for  a  policy  and  this  policy  is  barred  out  by  this  machine  w^hich 
puts  Tammany  in  power  and  crushes  out  that  policy.  I  have  the  people 
behind  me  to  win  that  method. 

Mr.  Deming:  When  now  and  then  it  happens  that  the  people  are  suffi- 
ciently aroused  about  some  special  question  of  public  policy,  of  course 
machine  methods  fail  and  for  the  time  being  the  machine  is  defeated. 
Last  autumn  in  New  York  City,  for  example,  as  to  one  office  we  disre- 
garded all  the  usual  electoral  methods  and  by  extraordinary  efforts  the 
people  won  out,  yet  the  Legislature  which  was  elected  at  the  same  time 
was  so  absolutely  a  machine  product  that  it  has  done  nothing  whatever 
to  better  or  improve  our  bad  electoral  methods,  electoral  methods  which 
It  was  proved  must  be  discarded  in  order  that  the  popular  will  may  find 
expression. 

Tnz  Chairman  :  We  had  a  fight  in  Ohio  this  last  winter  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  bringing  about  the  adoption  of  primary  law,  and  there  was  a  club 
organized  in  Cincinnati  called  the  Roosevelt  Club.  That 
Giltcdlinatl'i  was  one  of  the  principles  that  k  stood  for.    Now  the 

Effort  l^w  there  provided — the  one  that  was  drafted  and  sub- 

mittcd^tbat  the  primaries  should  be  held  on  the  same 
4ay,  and  you  did  have  to  name  your  party  affiliations  before  you  could 
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vote,  and  were  only  given  one,  and  they  thought  that  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction  and  were  very  anxious  indeed  lo  have  (I  parsed.  Now, 
some  of  our  friends,  excellent  men  who  were  in  the  Legislature,  declined 
to  pass  i%  on  the  ground  that  they  felt  ihat  it  would  put  real  primary  re- 
fprm  back  instead  of  advancing  it,  if  they  did  pass  such  a  bill  as  that. 
Now,  I  had  a  very  interesting  talk  with  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Repid>- 
lican  organization  which  was  overthrown  at  our  last  election,  and  he  told 
me — he  said,  "  1  am  very  glad  indeed  they  are  going  to  pass  aU  theic 
reform  measures;  that  primary  law  will  be  a  first-class  thing  for  the 
organization  to  get  back  in  on;"  and  1  said  to  him,  "Oh,  well,  I  brlicvc 
that  the  candidates  will  be  nominated  who  are  the  representatives  of  the 
greatest  number.  They  will  take  sufficient  interest  to  go  to  the  primaries 
and  see  they  are  nominated.  You  have  been  in  the  habit  here  in  our  local 
fights  when  you  nominated  in  convention  to  round  up  about  20,000  voters 
to  Republican  primary,  If  you  can  get  the  iO,ooo  out — and  you  will  be 
able  to  do  so  quite  as  easily  under  this  primary  law — why,  you  will  be  able 
to  win,  because  there  will  be  a  sufficient  interest  among  the  reform  ele- 
ment of  the  community  to  get  another  20.000  out  there  to  beat  you/' 
Now,  I  think  that  is  certainly  the  way  in  which  it  would  turn  out, 

Mr,  Deming:  That  was  where  the  primary  was  not  held  on  registra- 
tion day.  That  is  a  favorite  trick  in  primary  laws.  That  ts  one  of  the 
difftculiies  in  the  Massachusetts  law.  The  primary  is  on  a  special  pri- 
mary day. 

The  Chairman  ;  Your  plan  to  overcome  that  is  to  have  the  primaries 
held  on  the  same  day  and  the  only  day  for  regi&tratioa  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  man  being  out  of  the  city  or  sick. 

Mr.  Demjkg:   The  primary  should  be  held  in  this  way:  Assuming  that 
a  state  has  a  regular  registration  day  or  days,  upon  which  a  voter  must 
personally  register  to  be  entitled  to  vote,  let  him  imme- 
Brimaries  on  diately  after  registering  take  into  the  voting  booth  th^ 

R^LBtT&tion  official  primary  ballot,   such  as    I  have  described,  and' 

DayB^  inaTk  it  just  as  he  does  on  general  election  day.     Let 

that  ballot  be  canvassed  and  counted.  Let  all  the  regu- 
lations he  just  the  same  as  at  the  general  election.  And  if  it  is  a  municipiil 
primary,  let  it  be  an  open  primary.  Let  there  be  no  separate  ticket  for 
any  party  or  any  organization.  This  will  not  get  the  Republican  party 
the  Democratic  party  out  of  local  political  work — that  is  too  much  to 
expect  at  first — but  you  will  abolish  the  slate  system,  and  Republicans  and 
Democrats  will  be  elected  on  the  local  ticket,  but  they  will  get  elected  m 
as  Republicans  or  as;  Democrats,  but  because  as  individuals  they  stant 
upon  a  previously  announced  platform,  to  which  they  arc  pledged,  which 
platform  would  be  appropriate  to  the  local  oflice  the  nomination  to  which 
ihcy  are  seeking,    1  think  that  is  the  result  to  strive  for. 

Mr  Freiberg  :  My  friend  here  asks  if  you  would  have  the  registration 
on  the  same  day,  with  reference  to  state  and  national  offices,  for  instance. 
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Would  you  have  tbat  all  done  on  one  registration  day  or  have  it  stretched 
out? 

Ml.  Deuikg:  If  yoa  want  to  preserve  your  strict  organization  primary 
on  national  issues,  then  let  your  organization  Republicans  and  Democrats 
demand  a  RepubHcan  or  Democratic  primary  ballot  for  national  office,  but 
let  there  he  a  separate  municipal  primary  ballot  and  no  questions  asJced. 
Let  the  voter  take  that  ballot  into  the  booth  with  him  and  mark  it  as  he 
pleases,    That  seems  to  be  the  solution,  or  at  least  a  solution* 

Our  National  Municipal  League  Committee  pointed  out  that  the  pri- 
maries in  Minneapolis,  which  are  just  like  the  Boston  primaries  except 
that  they  take  place  on  registration  day,  have  been 
MtimeapoUB.  going  on  for  years,     The  getting  of  names  on  the  pri- 

mary ballot  in  Minnesota  is  a  relatively  simple  thing, 
but  the  elector  must  vote  the  Republican  ticket  or  the  Democratic  ticket 
You  must  vote  the  one  or  the  other.  You  must  take  either  the  one  or  the 
other.  And  in  the  Minnesota  primaries  the  Democrats  ask  for  the  Re- 
publican ticket  and  the  Republicans  ask  for  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  the 
Republican  and  the  Democratic  judges  of  election  at  the  primary  are  per- 
fectly aware  that  Democrats  are  asking  for  Republican  tickets  and  Re- 
publicans for  Democratic  tickets.  If  one  may  judge  by  electoral  com- 
ments upon  the  working  of  the  law  it  is  not  worth  while  for  the  judges 
to  put  the  voter  on  oath  before  giving  him  the  ballot  he  asks  for,  for  he 
always  sw^cars  in  his  vote*  Minneapolis  is  Republican,  and  the  contest  at 
the  primary  h  for  the  Republican  nomination.  The  vote  at  the  primary  in 
Minneapolis  for  the  Republican  contestants  for  the  mayoralty  nomination 
is  so  large  that  it  exceeds  the  total  Republican  vote  for  the  Republican 
candidate  for  mayor  on  election  day  by,  I  think*  some  10,000,  That  is  the 
way  it  works  out  there.  In  other  words,  as  to  a  tnunicipal  issue,  Minne- 
apolis has,  it  seems  to  me,  conclusively  proved  under  certain  conditions, 
of  which  I  have  not  time  to  tell  the  details  here,  the  futility  of  the 
attempt  to  provide  for  separate  organization  primaries  held  at  the  same 
time  and  place.  And  yet  it  works  for  good  government  there  while  the 
physically  separated  primaries  of  New  York,  for  instance,  do  not  The 
people  sacrifice  everything  else  in  Minneapolis  to  get  the  two  or  three 
principal  city  offices  in  the  right  hands.  This  shows,  it  seems  to  me,  quite 
conclusively  if  the  primaries  are  held  along  such  lines  as  I  have  indicated^ 
and  which  are  set  forth  in  more  detail  in  the  report  of  our  Municipal 
Nomination  Reform  Committee  that  has  been  printed  in  our  proceedings, 
what  the  probable  result  would  be,  and  that  the  result  would  be  for  good 
in  our  municipal  elections. 

The  Chaikman  :  Well,  gentlemen,  shall  we  now  adjourn  till  our  next 
conference? 
The  conference  then  adjourned. 
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The  Cbaibuak  :  I  am  very  glad  to  see  so  many  ladies  present  at  our 
Confereiice  thi^  year.  This  municipal  problem  is  one  the  men  cannot 
solve  alone,  and  we  want  the  help  of  the  wofnen.  You  are  more  inter- 
ested probably  than  any  one  eJse  in  our  children,  and  I  want  to  say  to 
you  that  the  interest  I  have  taken  in  the  improvement  of  our  city  govern- 
ment has  been  due  to  the  fact  that  T  am  the  father  of  three  child ren^  whom 
I  want  to  have  brought  up  so  that  they  will  not  go  wrong. 

The  condition  in  our  city  government  is  such  that  when  children  sec  a 
man  succeeding  in  the  way  that  men  call  successful  nowadays  they  get  a 
wrong  idea  and  impression  of  life.  From  all  sides  of  our  mtmicipal  gov* 
emment  they  are  having  put  before  them  wrong  standards,  and  that 
should  he  changed,  and  we  need  to  have  the  help  of  the  women  in  that 
regard. 

We  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  having  with  us  lo-day  Mrs.  Lucreta 
L,  Blankcnburg,  and  I  should  be  very  glad  indeed  to  have  her  favor  us 
with  a  few  remarks. 

Mrs,  Blankenburg:  Gentlemen  and  Ladies'  I  am  here  officially  lo 
represent  the  National  American  Women's  Suffrage  Association,  and  at 
the  same  time  I  am  a  warm  advocate  of  civil  service  reform  and  an  eameai 
friend  of  the  City  Party  movement  in  Philadelphia.  In 
Woman's  coming  here  to-day  to  make  a  plea  for  the  extension  of 

Snfirage^  suffrage  to  women  I  do  not  make  il  on  the  ground  that 

it  will  brmg  the  millenium.  Women  are  human  the 
same  as  men,  and  have  made  mistakes  and  will  make  them  in  the  future. 
But  the  plea  is  in  harmony  with  our  form  of  government,  and,  therefore, 
I  make  it  on  the  ground  of  justice  and  right.  Our  fundamental  prin- 
ciples are  that  ■'  Taxation  without  representation  is  tyranny/'  and  that 
"  Government  derives  its  just  power  from  the  consent  of  the  governed.** 
Now,  you  may  ask  why^  as  our  government  was  organized  after  the  Revo- 
lution, were  not  women  enfranchised?  At  that  time  we  had  a  property 
qualification,  and  no  married  woman  owned  a  cent's  worth  of  property, 
not  even  the  clothes  she  wore,  under  the  laws  of  the  colonies.  It  has  only 
been  about  sixty  years  since  ntarricd  women  have  owned  property.  In  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  through  the  efforts  of  women  and  the  help  of  men* 
we  have  modified  the  laws  until,  with  a  few  exceptions,  women  are  almost 
as  well  taken  care  of  as  men,  except  that  they  are  denied  the  right  to  have 
their  opinions  counted  at  the  polls. 

Throughout  the  world  there  are  working  suffrage  societies — in  Canada^ 
Denmark,  France,  Germany,  Great  Britain,  Holland,  Norway,  Swedea 
and  the  United  States.  T  find  the  people  are  very  ill-informed  on  the 
question  of  woman's  suffrage. 

In  the  Isle  of  Man  women  have  had  full  suffrage  since  1880.  In  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Ireland  they  have  had  municipal  suffrage  for  a  number 
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of  years.  In  England  it  was  granted  in  1869;  in  Scotland,  1881;  in  Ire- 
land, tSpS.  They  also  have  municipal  suffrage  in  Sweden,  Norway  and 
Iceland,  and  in  Australia  practically  full  suffrage  in  all  the  colonies.  In 
New  Zealand  they  have  full  suffrage.  In  Wyoming  women  have  had  suf- 
frage since  1869 — that  is  thirty-seven  years.  It  was  granted  to  them  as  a 
joke.  Suffrage  has  proved  to  be  a  serious  fact,  however,  so  much  so 
that  when  the  territory  was  admitted  to  statehood  the  men  said,  "  We 
cannot  come  in  without  women's  suffrage,"  and  the  statehood  was  secured 
on  that  basis.  In  Colorado  suifragc  has  existed  for  tliirteen  years;  in 
Utah  and  Idaho  for  ten  years,  Kansas  extends  municipal  suffrage  to  the 
women,  and  in  twenty-three  states  they  have  a  fragment  of  suffrage,  or  on 
some  minor  question  of  taxation, 

We  were  ctirioiis,  some  years  ago,  to  know  how  much  of  the  tax  in 
Philadelphia  was  paid  by  women.  We  had  a  committee  examine  the  tax 
hooks,  and  ascertained  that  one-fifth  of  all  the  taxes  paid  in  Philadelphia 
are  paid  by  women. 

Mr.  Woodruff  asked  me  to  tell  what  women  have  done  for  municipal 
improvement,  If  v,c  consider  Wyoming^  the  municipal  problem,  as  we 
know  it  in  the  East,  does  not  enter  into  the  question. 
Women  and  as  they  have  no  large  cities,  and  it  is  the  same  in  Idaho 

Municipal  and   Utah.     In   Denver,   Colorado,  the   first  thing  the 

Improvement  women  did— and  I  cite  Denver  because  the  club  women 
there  started  the  movement— was  to  secure  a  new  ballot. 
A  picture  ballot  had  been  used,  but  this  did  not  seem  dignified  to  th« 
women;  therefore,  their  first  effort  was  to  change  the  form  of  the  ballot. 
They  next,  through  legislative  action,  organized  a  home  for  young  girls— 
a  public  instittition  to  take  care  of  delinquents.  The  legislation  effected 
by  the  women  of  Colorado  has  been  largely  in  the  interest  of  women  and 
children. 

In  citing  the  advantage  gained  we  find  the  polling  places  are  much  more 
respectable  than  they  were  before  women  voted;  also  that  the  primary 
meetings,  instead  of  being  held  in  saloons  or  other  objectionable  places, 
are  now  generally  held  in  private  houses  or  respectable  public  halls.  I 
have  visited  Denver  several  times  and  have  failed  to  find  any  lack  of 
womanhood,  or  of  gallantry  on  the  part  of  the  men,  or  any  of  the  calami- 
ties that  are  said  to  happen  where  women  vote.  The  best  thing  the  women 
have  accomplished  in  Denver  is  the  re-election  of  Judge  Lindsay,  who  is 
considered  to  be  the  highest  type  of  a  children's  judge.  He  has  done  more 
to  make  the  Juvenile  Court  a  success  than  any  other  one  person  in  Amer* 
ica«  The  politicians  of  both  parlies — all  parties  in  fact — decided  to  turn 
him  down  becaujc  he  was  not  purchaseable  and  would  not  obey  orders. 
The  women  determined  that  Judge  Lindsay  should  retain  charge  of  the 
Juvenile  Court,  so  they  named  an  independent  ticket  and  elected  him  by  a 
large  majority.  He  told  me  personally,  a  few  weeks  since,  that  he  comid^ 
ercd  he  owed  his  election  entirely  to  the  women  of  Denver, 
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In  Louisiana  tax-paying  women  have  the  right  to  vote  on  new  tax  leries. 
The  women  of  New  Orleans  decided  not  long  ago  that  the  time  had  a.mved 
to  have  pure  water  tt»  drink  and  better  sewerage  in  their  city^.  They 
started  a  campaign  for  a  lax  levy  that  would  secure  these  improvements- 
Many  of  the  friends  of  our  cause  worked  industriouslyi  and  carried  the 
ciuestion  in  the  afErmativc.  A  large  amount  of  money  was  voted  for  this 
purpose,  and  the  delays  which  have  occurred  in  the  deveiopment  of  these 
improvements  must  he  attributed  to  the  men,  who  handle  the  money,  and 
not  to  the  women  who  voted  for  it. 

We  have  just  had  a  visit  from  Mis^  AHce  Henry,  an  Australian  lady 
who  comes  from  Melbouruc,  In  conversation,  1  as^ked  her,  **  What  have 
your  women  done  with  the  ballot — what  have  you  done  to  improve  con* 
ditions?"  She  answered,  '*  Practically  the  same  things  as  you  have  done 
here  in  America.  Our  efforii  have  been,  mainly,  directed  toward  improv- 
ing laws  affecting  women  and  children." 

The  educational  question  is  very  largely  influenced  by  women  in  all 
countries  where  women  vote.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  in  Wyoming, 
Colorado.  Utah  and  Idaho  women  who  arc  employed  by  the  government 
receive  the  same  compensation  as  men.  1  mean  particularly  school  teach* 
crs.  We  have  in  Pennsyhania  frequently  gone  to  the  Legislature  and 
asked  for  an  increase  in  the  pay  of  our  school  teachers.  Our  legislative 
masters  have  tauntingly  told  us,  "Ladies,  you  get  the  ballot,  and  then 
your  daims  will  be  considered."  The  legislators  are  very  busy  attending 
10  the  wants  of  their  constituents,  and  as  women  are  not  constituents  they 
have  to  wait. 

This  recalls  an  experience  I  recently  had  in  Washington.  Once  in  two 
years  the  leaders  of  the  National  American  Women's  Suffrage  Association 
have  a  hearing  in  the  Capitol.  This  year  we  had  one*  as  usual,  and  I  was* 
among  others,  assigned  to  address  the  Judiciary  General  Committee.  We 
were  present  on  time  and  waited  half  an  hour  before  any  member  of  the 
committee  materialized.  At  last  two  or  three  of  the  committeemen  ap- 
peared and  the  hearing  was  opened,  One  of  the  lady  speakers  came  from 
the  South.  She  had  a  message  to  the  member  of  the 
Conatitnents  committee  from   that  section  but  he  was  not  present 

and  Cow  Ticks.  She  made  her  speech  and  asked  the  chairman  to  convey 
her  message  lo  the  member.  Just  as  she  was  conclud- 
ing  the  member  entered  the  room.  The  chairman  took  him  to  task  for  be- 
ing late,  saying  that  a  lady  had  a  message  for  him,  and  asked  her  to  repeat 
it,  which  she  did.  He  then  apologized  to  her,  saying  that  his  constituents 
in  Georgia  were  very  much  troubled  with  cow  ticks,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture  had  met  and  asked  him  to  attend.  He  added*  **  I 
considered  it  much  more  important  for  me  to  be  present  at  the  Agri- 
culture Committee  listening  to  the  wants  of  my  constituents  than  to  be  at 
this  one  to  hear  the  ladies  ask  for  a  sixteenth  amendment  to  the  Con&li- 
lution  of  the  United  States,  extending  the  franchise  to  women/'    We  were 
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His  chivalry  h  certainly  not  of  the 


Ir 

^H     very  much  complimented,  of  course. 

^H     proverbial  Southern  kind, 

^H         In  ^oing  b^ck  to  the  countries  and  states  where  women  vot^g  the  objec- 

^^  tioiis  of  the  active  potiticians- — 1  should  say  the  ring  politicians  and  hide- 
bound partisans— arc  that  women  are  too  critical  about  the  character  of 
candidates,  and  that  they  will  not  line  up  like  sheep,  therefore  they  cannot 
lell  how  the  women  arc  going  to  vote.  As  reformers,  we  should  all  agree 
that  this  is  the  proper  position  for  women  to  take,  and  if  they  compel  the 

^^      nomination  of  a  better  class  of  officials  than  the  ordinary  candidates,  they 

^H     have  accomplished  much. 

^F         There  are  certain  stock  objections  which  those  opposed  to  the  extension 
'     of  the  franchise  to  women  are  apt  to  make.    One  of  them  is  the  propriety 
of  adding  a  large  illiterate  vote  of  women  to  the  already- 
Stock  Objections    large  illiterate  vote  of  men.      I  have  some  interesting- 
to  WomE&'i  tigures  in  this  connection.    The  Commissioner  of  Edu- 

Su&ag'e.  cation.   Doctor   Harris,   of   Washington,   states   that   in 

1902  statistics  show  that  42,013  girls  graduated  from  the 
high  schooU  of  America  against  23,683  boys.  There  were  18,333  more 
girls  than  boys  graduated  from  the  high  schools.  This  increases  each  year. 
If  you  refer  to  official  reports,  the  per  cent  of  women  who  attended  col- 
leges and  universities  during  the  last  ten  years  increased  159  per  cent,  while 
the  maie  students  increased  only  60  per  cent  It  will  not  be  long  until 
there  will  be  as  many  women  graduated  in  all  our  institutions  of  learning 
as  men.  I  claim  that  this  country  cannot  alTord  to  ignore  this  large  body 
of  intelligent  citizens. 

Some  people  arc  very  much  afraid  to  extend  the  franchise  because  the 
immoral  woman  will  vote.  Perhaps  she  may.  The  immoral  man  vote* 
and  nobody  objects.  But  if  you  will  examine  the  question  closely,  you  will 
iee  that  the  women  who  are  found  to  be  gamblers,  drunkards,  thieves, 
robbers,  or  criminals  of  other  classes  are  in  a  dwindling  minority  compared 
with  men,  while  if  you  look  in  the  jails  you  will  find  nine  men  to  one 
woman ;  and  in  regard  to  the  unfortunate  woman,  can  anybody  deny  the 
statement  that  there  are  at  least  ^ve  immoral  men  to  one  immoral  woman? 
Others  object  on  the  ground  that  the  immigrant  woman  will  rush  to  the 
polls  and  destroy  our  institutions,  it  is  shown  by  the  census  that  in  igoi 
and  1903  there  were  1. 031,731  men  and  408.939  women  immigrants;  that  ii. 
28  per  cent  of  the  immigrants  were  women  and  the  balance  men.  There- 
fore I  think  chat  the  woman  immigrant  is  not  nearly  so  formidable  an  ob- 
jection as  the  man  immigrant 

Working  women  need  the  baltot  more  than  any  others 
The  Ballot,  a.  to  defend  themselves.  They  now  occupy  all  avenues  of 
Befeme.  industry,  except  that  they  do  not  serve  as  soldiers*  sail- 

ors or  telegraph  linemen,  and  each  year  sees  an  increaii- 
tng  number  of  women  earning  their  daily  bread  outside  the  home. 
We  have  at  this  time  in  the  slate  of  Oregon  a  campaign  under  th« 
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initlaiivc  and  referendum^  submilting  the  question  of  woman  fafirage  to 
the  voters  of  the  Commonwealth.  Last  December  the  iiuiiatlirv  «%$  an^ 
nounced.  The  number  required  was  8^035  voters^  or  8  per  cent.  The  com- 
mittee in  charge  secured  the  names  of  11,035  volerSf  the  Secresarj  of  Sate 
made  the  proper  recommendation,  and  on  the  4Ut  of  June  a  refcrsidttiii 
will  be  taken. 

The  constant  enemy,  always  in  the  field,  is  the  liquor  interest  They  are 
ever  active,  and  have  on  several  occasions  defeated  otir  efforts.  We  re- 
cently had  a  campaign  in  California;  every  part  of  the  state  was  carried 
excepiing  San  Francisco,  and  there  we  were  defeated  by  the  liquor  interest 

During  recent  year*  the  situation  in  Philadelphia  had  grown  to  he  tm- 
hearable«  to  an  extent  that  good  citixens,  men  and  women,  became  tbor- 
ounfhly  aroujicd.  The  women  have  a  lar^e  Civic  Qub, 
Woioa&'s  H«lp  with  an  auxiliar)^  called  the  Civic  Betterment  Assodar 
in  Pbilftdelphia.  tion.  The  Civic  Ctitb  has  tried  in  every  way  to  scatre 
better  municipal  administration.  We  have,  of  coarse, 
the  privilege  of  making  complaints— that  has  been  woman's  privilege  for 
years.  Sometimes  our  compbints  are  Hstened  to  and  attended  to,  hut 
oftencr  ihcy  arc  ignored.  Whether  wc  acknowledge  it  or  not,  politics  da 
enter  our  homes  and  are  our  constant,  and  often  disagreeable,  ccmipamofi. 
The  Philadelphians  who  have  been  drinking  Schuylkill  River  water  will 
agree  with  me  that  wc  have  for  years  swallowed  immense  qtiantities  of  a 
political  liquid  unfit  even  for  bathing  purposes.  Wc  have  politics  in  our 
gas*pipes,  in  our  electric- wires,  and  the  air  we  breathe  is  loaded  with  polit- 
ically sanctioned  smoke^  The  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  through  Conncils, 
Lirgely  owns  the  city,  and  this  all-powerful  corporation  does  not  propose 
to  stop  the  smoke  nuisance  unless  compelled  to.  In  the  part  of  the  d^ 
where  I  live  the  air  is  often  so  thick  that  one  cannot  see  the  sky.  The 
women  have  held  public  meetings,  and  secured  numerously  signed  petitions 
and  have  appeared  before  City  Council  committees,  begged  and  plead,  but 
we  still  have  the  smoke.  If  we  had  the  right  to  vote,  things  would  be 
different. 

The  Civic  Club  women  and  the  Civic  Betterment  women  were  thor- 
oughly organized  in  ibe  City  Party  movement,  and  helped  the  men  most 
effectually.  The  men  interested  in  reform  asked  us  to  help  them,  and  wc 
did  all  we  could.  Two  thousand  and  thirty-nine  women  were  enlisted  in 
the  campaign.  When  we  asked,  '*What  sha!l  we  do?"  we  were  told. 
"  Distnbute  literature,  keep  tip  the  enthusiasm,  hold  meetings,  create  public 
sentiment  and  raise  money."  It  has  always  been  %voman's  privilege  to 
help  raise  money.  The  church  debt  is  usually  paid  by  the  women  of  the 
congregation, 

Some  of  our  young  women  made  a  house-to-house  canvass.  They  were 
asked  to  go  into  the  most  uncertain  districts — the  Third,  Fifth  and  Sev- 
enth Wards — where  things  were  particularly  tough,  and  some  of  the  women 
•vcn  watched  at  the  polls,     In  making  a  housc-to-housc  canvass  we  dis- 
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tributed  literature,  asked  for  the  woman  of  the  house,  and  said  to  her, 
"  Will  you  taKke  this  and  have  your  husband  read  it?"  Many  women  were 
quite  interested  and  responsive  to  our  appeals,  We  wore  badges  and  in- 
duced other  women  to  do  the  same.  We  put  out  flags  and  urged  others  to 
follow  our  example.  When  election  day  came  we  served  the  election  offi- 
cers with  a  lunch  and  hot  coffee.  This  seemed  to  be  very  acceptable.  We 
did  this  in  the  November,  and  again  in  the  February  campaign.  Recently 
I  attended  a  woman's  Baptist  missionary  banquet.  Mayor  Weaver  was 
present,  and  said,  **  We  have  a  new  kind  of  missionary  in  Phiiadelphia — 
the  political  home  missionary."  He  besought  the  women  to  continue  their 
organization,  as  it  required  the  help  of  women  to  keep  up  the  enthusiasm 
of  righteousness. 

I  was  one  of  the  campaign  speakers,  and  in  goijig  around  among  the 
people  and  talking  to  them  I  was  strongly  impres*5cd  with  the  fact  that  we 
need  a  new  code  of  political  morals.  We  need  a  new 
A  Ifew  Concep-  conception  of  honesty.  We  want  the  inspiration  to 
tion  of  Honesty,  teach  children  that  it  is  just  as  wrong  to  pick  the 
pocket  of  the  city  and  state  as  it  is  to  pick  a  private 
pocket.  You  have  no  idea,  unless  you  come  to  analyze  it,  how  much  de- 
pends upon  the  father  and  mother  to  start  children  right.  If  you  think  of 
your  acquaintances,  you  may  recall  a  father  or  mother  who*  perhaps,  boasts 
in  the  presence  of  their  child  that  they  have  enjoyed  a  free  ride  on  a 
trolley  car,  and  they  justify  themselves  by  saying,  "Well,  they  are  swin- 
dlers anyhow;  they  charge  too  much  fare,  and  I  am  just  glad  to  get 
ahead  of  them."  Now,  that  makes  a  scar  on  the  child's  conscience*  and 
when  he  is  a  man  his  early  training  may  lead  him  to  think  that  it  is  a 
smart  thing  to  get  ahead  in  the  world  by  folio wing«  on  a  large  sca!e«  what 
his  parents  taught  him  on  a  five- cent  trick. 

We  should  have  a  decided  change  in  our  public  school  work,  especially 
in  the  manner  of  teaching  civic  duty  and  re.*iponsibility*  Our  children 
ought  to  thoroughly  understand  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  the  duties  of  citizenship.  All  these 
could  be  much  more  effectually  taught  if  the  women  teachers  possessed 
the  ballot  As  it  is,  they  do  not  understand  the  importance  of  this  work, 
and  therefore  it  is  largely  left  undone.  Why  not  put  that  responsibility 
upon  the  mothers  and  teachers  of  our  country,  so  that  they  may  see  tliat 
the  children  have  the  proper  kind  of  instruction  in  the  matter  of  civic  gov- 
ernment and  the  right  conception  of  the  duty  of  true  citizenship?  [Ap- 
plause*] 

The  Cit airman  :  On  behalf  of  all  present,  I  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  Blank- 
enbiirg  for  her  very  interesting  address.  I  wish  to  say,  further,  that  if 
Mrs.  Blankenburg  is  as  persistent  as  her  husband  has  been  in  the  cause  of 
reform,  she  will  succeed  some  day.  We  all  know  how  hard  he  has  fought 
for  years  and  years,  and  how  long  he  recognized  that  conditions  were  not 
what  they  should  be,  and  what  he  has  striven  for  these  long  years  was 
recently  crowned  with  success. 
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We  have  the  pleasure  to-day  of  having  with  us  Mr.  William  I 
of  Honolulu,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  some  troubles  there  of  a  ^imihi 
nature  to  deal  with,  and  I  am  gQing  to  ask  him  to  s^y  a  few  wrords  to  m 
on  that  subject. 

Mb.  W.  R.  Castle:  Mr.  Chairman,  at  a  public  dinner  gi%*cn  to  Mark 
Twain  a  good  many  years  ago  in  New  York,  he  arose  after  ihc  fortnaliticf 
were  over,  when  he  was  called  upon  to  say  something,  and  drawing  i 
paper  from  his  pocket  commenced  to  read.  He  said  it  was  a  very  great 
surprise  for  him  to  be  called  upon,  and  he  had  not  expected  it,  and  tliit 
he  knew  nothing  about  the  occasion,  and  therefore  they  must  excuse  him 
if  he  was  a  little  awkward  about  expres5ing  his  thoughts.  I  have  not  i 
piece  of  paper,  but  I  think,  without  any  special  preparation*  I  can  give  yoa 
a  few  facts  ahoqt  matters  in  Hawaii  which  may  intercsi  you,  because  yoti 
will  see  therefrom  that  the  influence  of  this  League  and  lU  work  hM 
spread  to  thai  very  far  distant  corner,  that  almost  extreme  western  margin 
of  this  great  Republic. 

Ff  you  will  allow  me  to  trespass  with  a  few  words  as  to  candittoost 
From   the  time  of  my  earliest   recollection  of  having  any  knowledge  oi 
political  conditions,  the  principle  of  the  kings  and  those 
Conditions  in         who  controlled  the  country  under  them  was  to  tnakt 
Hawaii.  public  office  a  reward  for  political  services.    And  it  i* 

not  at  all  surprising  that  for  that  reason  the  native  of 
H*iwaii  who  is  a  voter  to-day,  and  who  controls  the  ballot,  believes  tlia! 
the  object  of  public  office  is  to  reward  the  worker,  and  that  if  the  fundi 
are  forthcoming  it  is  of  no  great  importance  whether  there  is  any  mvrk 
that  is  given  to  the  people  for  the  salary  which  he  is  paid. 

When  annexation  took  place  m  igoo,  as  might  have  been  expected,  and 
as  the  South  had  it  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  there  was  a  very  large 
influx  of  politicians,  who  perhaps  had  run  thdr  course  in  this  country  and 
tliought  to  better  their  fortunes  by  going  to  Hawaii  and  taking  possession^ 
and  we  were  told  immediately  that  it  was  now  time  for  those  who  had 
had  the  jobs  hitherto  to  stand  aside  and  let  Americans  come  in  and  show 
what  a  real  American  countr>'  was  like*  Whether  we  wanted  to  stand 
aside  or  not,  we  did,  and  we  had  quite  a  panic  there  for  a  while. 

A  year  ago  last  February  we  organized  the  Hawaiian  Gvic  Federaiimv 
We  l>cgan  with  about  thirty  members,    They  were  soon  increased  to  ahom 
one  hundred.     All  of  the  work  of  the  Federation  is  ptit 
A  Civic  into  the  hands  of  an  Executive  Committee  of  fifteen 

FBderation.  members,    which    is   again    subdivided   into   committi** 

having  charge  of  various  subject s^egislation  and  pub- 
lic offices,  morals,  and  matters  of  that  kind. 

Honolulu  (remembering  w*hat  Seward  said  many  years  ago)  lies  at  xht 
cross-roads  of  the  Pacific,  and  for  that  reason  we  have,  smd  we  alwayi  shall 
have,  a  cosmopolitan  population,  and  also  a  great  deal  of  turbulence. 
Therefore,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  we  should  have  very  strk* 
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police  g'ovcrnmcnt,  and  for  that  reason  the  position  of  sheriflf  or  chief  nf 
police  in  Honolulu  is  one  of  the  greatest  import;ince, 

Last  year  the  Legislature,  under  the  provisions  of  the  organic  act.  pro- 
vidcd  for  counties.  We  never  had  had  county  government  prior  to  that, 
^nd  perhaps  you  will  say,  as  some  of  us  feel  out  there,  there  is  no  great 
necessity  for  it  now,  as  the  population  of  the  country  is  only  about  160,000. 
The  area  is  about  equal  ta  Massachusetts,  there  being  six  larger  islands. 
Honolulu  is  a  principal  point,  and  is  a  town  of  about  40,000.  The  first 
election  took  place  in  June  of  last  year  The  question  was  asked  at  once, 
"  Is  the  Civic  Federation  going  to  interfere  with  politics,  or  is  it  going 
to  confine  itself  to  matters  of  benefiting:  the  city  atid  attending  to  matters 
of  that  kind?"  We  said  we  thought,  as  a  Civic  Federation  had  been 
formed*  and  one  of  its  principles  was  the  bettering  of  political  conditions, 
that  \vc  had  better  take  a  hand.  We  then  undertook  work  following  some 
of  the  lines  of  the  work  that  have  been  followed  in  this  country.  We  ex- 
amined into  the  record's  of  the  various  candidates.  We  put  up  none  of 
our  own.  Then  a  committee  recommended  publicly  certain  candidates 
and  advised  voters  not  to  vote  for  some  others.  Thereupon,  to  our  sur- 
prise I  must  confess,  one  of  the  candidates  withdrew  and  two  others  were 
sybstitutcdp  without  any  effort  on  our  own  part-  We  had  no  desire  to  put 
forward  our  own  men*  The  Democrats  nominated  one  of  our  own  men 
for  county  treasurer,  and  another  man,  who  is  a  member  ol  mir  Fctler,i- 
lion,  was  nominated  for  the  position  of  sheriff.  This  was  the  all-important 
position,  it  was  the  position  for  which  the  great  fight  was  being  made. 
There  were,  besides  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  six  supervisors  to  be  elected, 
a  treasurer  and  an  auditor.  Mr.  Trent,  a  member  of  the  Federation,  was 
the  man  named  for  treasurer.  The  man  put  up  against  him  by  the  Re* 
publican  party  was  one  who  would  use  his  influence  and  everything  he 
could  control  for  the  benefit  of  politicians. 

We  then  entered  upon  a  very  bitter  campaign,  in  which  all  of  the  revil- 
mgs  that  you  ever  saw  or  ever  heard  of  in  the  campaigns  in  this  country 
were  used.  We  were  denounced  as  being  politicians 
Dar  First  wnnting  jobs ;  everything  that  could  be  said  of  that  kind 

C&mpaign.  was  said.     However   the   result  was  that   two  of  the 

men  we  had  denounced  very  strongly,  or  rather  had 
advised  voters  no!  to  sustain,  were  defeated.  Two  good  men  were  puit  in 
as  supervisori  in  their  place,  Mr.  Trent  was  elected  treasurer  by  a  hand- 
some majority.  But  we  were  bad!y  defeated  in  the  matter  of  sheriff,  and 
the  successful  candidate  was  elected  by  a  combination  of  liquor  saloons, 
gambling  dens  and  the  red  light  district.  He  was  elected  by  a  combination 
there  that  poured  tn  miltmited  coin.  The  result  of  that  has  been,  as  you 
can  well  imagine,  thai  to-day  certain  gambling  dens  are  allowed  pretty  free 
scope,  and  other  places  arc  allowed  to  run  about  as  they  please. 

Our  Committee  on  Law  and  Order  has  its  hands  prettj*  full  and  hafi 
succeeded  in  procuring,  through  one  or  two  good  juries  we  have  had,  sev- 
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erat  convictions  for  violations  of  law  that  never  should  have  occurred  in 
any  well-regulated  commiiuity.  We  have  quite  3l  cosmopolitaa  population. 
We  have  newspapers  issued  daily  in  English,  Chinese,  Japanese  and  Por- 
tttguese  languages,  and  the  leading  English  paper,  the  Pacific  Commtrdsi 
Advertiser^  supported  the  efforts  of  the  League.  Three  other  daily  papers 
published  in  the  English  language  fought  us  tooth  and  nail^  and  at  the 
dose  of  the  election  two  of  tlios-e  papeirs  very  cordially  buried  the  League 
and  said  that  was  the  end  of  the  "  Civic  Feds/* 

1  was  very  glad  to  observe,  however,  just  before  I  lefl,  a  few  days  agft, 
that  one  of  the  papers  that  had  sn  quietly  buried  as  was  very  anxiously 
makingr  the  inquiry  whether  the  "  Civic  Feds  *'  proposed  to  put  ionvard  a 
ticket  in  the  fall,  which  is  a  territorial  election.  And  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Civic  Federation,  which  is  carrying  out  the  plan  of  the  National 
Municipal  League,  has  m^de  itself  felt,  and  will  make  itself  felt  to  i 
greater  degree.  It  was  also  very  gratifying  to  find  that  many  strong  Re- 
publicans«  good  Republicans — ^1  don't  mean  by  that  good  party  men,  but  I 
mean  straightforward,  upright  men*  whose  support  is  of  great  vatue— 
worked  against  us  at  that  election,  partly  because  they  were  whipped  into 
the  party  lines  by  the  cry  of  **  Vote  the  straight  ticket,"  and  partly  be- 
cause they  were  very  much  afraid  that  in  case  the  nominee  put  up  by  the 
Republican  partyi  a  Mr.  Brown,  for  sheriff  was  not  elected,  that  a  stiH 
worse  man,  a  native  Hawaiian,  an  absolutely  unprincipled  fellow  put  up 
by  the  Democrats,  would  have  carried  the  election,  and  the  conditions 
would  have  been  still  worse.  But  many  of  those  men  have  come  to  tis 
now  and  said,  "  We  would  like  to  |ain  this  time,  for  we  believe  if  wc  all 
pull  together  and  make  a  good  strong  pull,  we  can  control  the  clecdOdx* 
which  will  take  place  in  the  month  of  November  next." 

The  CfiArnMANr  We  hope  the  "Civic  Feds**  will  continue  the  good 
work.  I  think  one  of  the  points  brought  out  there,  and  which  ought  10  be 
emphasized  (probably  most  of  us  realize  it  by  this  time),  is  that  in  this 
work  of  reform  that  vvc  are  engaged  in,  it  must  be  con- 
Spasmodic  tinuous  and  persistent.    Spasmodic  reform  and  a  little 

£&fomL  effort  before  elections  wilt  not  accomplish  much.     I  bad 

that  illustrated  very  forcibly  to  me  when  we  were  look- 
ing about  some  three  years  ago  to  get  some  financial  support  for  Cincin- 
nati. When  I  went  to  one  of  my  best  friends  and  asked  him  whether  he 
would  put  his  name  down  with  a  number  of  others  to  contribute  one  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year  for  the  support  of  our  Citizens'  Mmiicipal  Party,  he 
declined  to  make  a  contribution,  but  has  told  me  since,  **  I  have  been 
associated  with  so  many  reform  movements  that  have  been  evanescent  and 
spasmodic  that  I  have  become  thoroughly  disgusted  j  but  you  have  demon- 
strated that  you  have  got  the  sticking  quality  and  that  you  are  going  to 
go  right  on  with  this  work.  You  asked  me  for  one  hundred  dollars  three 
years  ago  and  I  declined ;  you  can  call  on  me  now  for  five  hundred  dol- 
lars for  anything  3^ou  want/*    And  I  have  had  others  who  said  the  same 
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thifig.  We  certainly  must  appreciate  that  the  dishonest  politicians  who 
are  in  it  for  profit  are  at  work  day  and  night»  year  in  and  year  out  If  we 
arc  going  to  counteract  their  efforts  and  their  work  and  their  schemes,  we 
have  got  to  sacrifice  our  time  to  this. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  important  questions  that  have  been  sug- 
gested for  consideration.  We  have  with  us  a  young  graduate  of  tlarvard 
College,  who  comes  from  Utica,  New  York,  and  1  had,  perhaps,  better  just 
read  the  question  that  he  has  put.  He  wants  to  do  something  there  to 
hetter  conditions,  and  he  has  evidenlly  come  to  this  meeting  to  find  out 
how  he  can  start  the  work,  as  nothing  qf  that  sort  has  been  done  there 
yet.     He  writes  in  this  way : 

"  I  would  like  to  have  discussed  the  case  of  the  smaller  cities  of  from 
40,000  to  150,000  population  in  which  Httlc  or  nothing  in  the  way  of  non- 
partisan reform  has  been  attempted.  I  would  like 
The  Case  of  the  especially  to  hear  some  remarks  about  those  cities 
Smaller  Cities.  where,  while  the  present  government  is  not  bad  enough 
to  demand  radical  action,  it  is  yet  Inefficient,  and  de- 
serveSj  and  receives  at  least,  the  silent  contempt  of  the  more  intelUgent 
citizens,  w^hile  not  receiving  their  suggestions  or  help.  1  think  that  my 
own  city  of  Utica,  New  York,  is  a  fair  example  of  such  cities.  It  seems 
safe  to  presume  that  there  are  a  large  number  in  the  same  condition. 
What  does  the  experience  of  the  National  Municipal  League  suggest  as  the 
means  of  awakening  the  citizens  to  realize  that  they  can  make  the  govern- 
ment as  good  as  they  want  it?  Would  reform  within  cither  of  the  boss- 
ridden  parties  be  the  best  plan?" 

This  is  from  Mr.  Mervin  iC  Han,  of  Utica,  New  York.  In  a  conversa- 
rion  which  I  had  with  Mr.  Hart  on  the  lines  of  the  question  which  he  asks, 
he  wanted  to  know  whether  it  would  be  well  to  start  in  Utica  by  interest* 
ing  those  who  were  connected  with  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, and  whether  any  movement  had  been  started  in  that  way,  and  whether 
tliat  would  be  a  good  way  to  begin.  I  myself  did  not  know  what  had  been 
done  in  that  line,  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  Mr*  Woodruff  would  be  here. 
Perhaps  you,  Mr.  Deming,  could  assist  somewhat  in  that  way.  Is  there 
any  one  else  here  who  could  answer  the  question? 

Mm,  Deming:  I  can  only  say  this,  so  far  as  it  is  a  contribution  that 
the  first  thing  is  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  the  facts  differ  in  the  different 
towns.  But  Utica  must  be  a  very  remarkable  town  if  there  are  not  some 
things  in  it  wrong  enough  that,  if  called  to  the  attention  of  the  citi^tcns, 
will  give  you  a  starting  point,  and  once  you  get  a  starting  point  and  the 
wedge  is  driven  in,  it  is  remarkable  how  rotten  you  will  find  a  great  deal 
of  timber,  and  then  the  work  is  laid  out  for  you.  But  it  seems,  in  the  way 
it  is  put,  the  question  is  a  little  too  abstract  Possibly  Mr.  Hart  can  tell 
us  something  about  the  local  conditions  there  which  he  docs  not  consider 
satisfactory*  I  think  as  well  as  he  docs  that  the  individual  experience  of 
30  many  here  from  so  many  different  places  would  t>e  apt  to  give  loiue 
suggestion. 


,ittMAW:    Mr.  Hart,  let  us  near  irom  you. 

Mil  Hart:    Mr,  Chajrman,  I  think  I  spoke  of  Utica  as  a  boss-iidden 
city.     1  do  not  think  that  quite  describes  it.    I  think  that  what  is  spcdally 
noticeable  is  less  the  bossism  than  the  apparent  apaihy 
Utica,  Kew  of  the  people;  that  is,  a  negative  lendencj'  on  the  part 

York,  of   the  people  themselves,  rather  than   a  positive  tea- 

dency  on  the  part  of  any  boss.  The  town  is  Demo- 
cratic usually,  but  on  occasion,  if  the  Democratic  candidate  for  mayor  h 
particularly  inferior  to  the  Republican,  the  town  will  become  RepuMitm- 
So  there  is  more  or  less  independent  voting.  But  the  object  of  my  ques- 
tion was  to  get  some  ideas  of  how  to  start  an  effort  that  would  be  co- 
ordinate with  the  work  of  this  League  towards  securing  certain  reforms 
in  the  town, 

Mr,  Deming  asked  for  some  particular  case  of  inefficient.  One  wis 
discovered  a  few  months  ago  in  the  city  treasurer's  office.  A  young  min 
was  elected  treasurer,  When  he  entered  office  he  insisted  on  appointtoi 
hi 5  own  as^vistants.  That  was  something  that  the  politicians  had  nof  in- 
ticipated  and  they  were  very  much  surprised.  This  young  man.  boweiTf. 
went  ahead  and  insisted  ihst  if  he  was  to  carry  on  his  work  as  treasurer 
he  must  have  men  who  tvere  directly  responsible  to  him  and  whom  he 
could  trust ;  and  he  immediately  started  an  investigation  of  this  ofScc,  with 
the  result  that  it  was  discovered  that  some  three  or  four  hundred  lliou- 
sand  dollars  of  back  taxes  had  not  been  paid  in  the  past  ha1f-do2en  years. 
This  for  a  town  of  sixty  thousand  people  is  a  considerable  amount  A 
committee  of  the  leading  bankers  of  the  toxnm  was  formed  to  investigate 
the  situation  further  and  make  a  special  repor!.  Through  the  cons«|ucni 
p^iblicit)',  the  finances  of  the  city  were  placed  on  a  much  better  ba<is^  and 
things  in  the  treasurer's  office  were  a  great  deal  better  for  a  time  anyway. 
But  it  is  noliccable  that  it  did  not  seem  lo  occur  to  the  people  to  tnvei- 
tigate  other  departments  in  the  city.  As  Mr.  Deming  has  said,  if  one  e^-il 
thing  is  uncovered  it  should  attract  attention  to  other  things.  But  (Kit 
does  not  seem  to  have  happened  in  our  city. 

It  seems  to  me  that  some  such  agency  as  would  l>c  in  accord  with  the 
line  of  work  of  this  League  would  co-ordinate  the  work  of  educAfing  the 
public  mind,  and  would  go  on  and  on  from  one  discovery  to  another  until 
fmally  things  would  he  cleaned  up  and  made  a  great  deal  better.  Whiit 
has  concerned  us  most  at  these  sessions  of  the  League  has  been  evih  i** 
the  larger  cities  in  this  country.  Those  problems  arc  certainly  very  in- 
teresting. But  what  I  urge  here,  and  would  like  to  have  some  one  ipeaic 
about  who  has  had  experience  with  the  League's  work,  is  how  do  ll« 
League's  principles  apply  in  the  smaller  towns,  of  which  there  are  a  grtat 
many  more  than  the  larger  towns,  although  of  course  (he  populAtion  i& 
not  so  great, 

Mr.  DEMma;  Scranton  has  had  an  experience.  I*  Mr.  Sturges.  or 
Mayor  Dimmick,  who  was  here  last  night,  present? 


Mr  RiCHAttDsoK :    Mr.  Chairtnan,  I  would  like  to  ask  what  the  cotidi> 
Hon  of  the  public  services  are  there,  the  streets,  the  street  paving,  the 
transportation,  the  water  supply,  the  lighting.    Are  they 
The  PubUc  satisfactory  conditions? 

Servicea.  Mr.  Ha«t  :  The  franchises  have  been  a  subject  of  dis- 

cussion iti  the  last  two  or  three  years,  but  it  has  been 
almost  altogether  a  partisan  discussion  of  them.  The  street  railroad  ser- 
vice is  very  efficient.  It  is  one  of  the  best  companies  in  the  country,  I 
think.  The  water  has  given  a  good  deal  of  trouble.  The  d\y  is  obliged 
to  pay  a  great  deal  for  its  service,  and  in  one  or  two  recent  fires  where 
the  water  supply  was  very  inadequate,  causing  great  toss,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  criticism  of  it. 

Mit  Hartshorne:    The  city  does  not  own  the  water-works? 

Ma,  Hart:  It  does  not.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  agitation  to 
bring  the  city  into  possession  of  the  water-w^orks ;  but  it  has  been  of  an 
impracticable  kind  and  has  not  been  productive  of  any  results,  and  as  I 
say,  it  has  been  veiy  partisaiL 

They  arc  developing  the  water-works  so  that  as  far  as  furnishing  pure 
drinking  water  is  concerned,  it  is  very  satisfactory.  But  for  fire  supply 
it  is  not.  And  the  people  in  Utica  are  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
franchise  under  which  the  water  company  acts.  One  of  the  terms  of  the 
franchise  is  that  on  any  new  mains  laid  the  city  shall  pay  this  water  com- 
pany six  per  cent  for  all  time.  I  believe  in  the  case  of  where  an  eight-inch 
main  in  a  certain  street  was  not  large  enough  to  furnish  water  with  which 
to  fight  a  certain  fire,  the  water  company  intimated  they  would  put  down 
another  main^  but  they  would  expect  six  per  cent  on  the  additional  outlay 
for  that  new  main, 

Ms.  Kelsev:   Are  the  charters  perpetual  or  limited? 

Mr,  Hart:    I  think  some  of  them  are  perpetualand  some  limited. 

Mr.  Hartshorne:  It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  know  that  one  reason 
perhaps  why  the  water  company  has  so  successfully  held  its  franchise 
may  be  explained  by  a  remark  which  Mr,  Bacot  made  to  me  once.  I  am 
not  from  Utica.  but  J  know  Mr.  Bacot,  He  lold  me  that  it  is  a  principle 
of  the  management  of  thetr  company  that  no  user  of  the  water  in  the  city 
shall  be  permitted  to  go  away  from  their  office  dissatisfied,  it  did  not 
make  any  difference  what  his  complaint  was.  It  is  arranged  with  satis- 
faction right  there.  And  they  keep  a  proper  account  upon  their  books  to 
which  they  charge  any  losses  suffered  through  that  means.  1  imagine  if 
it  was  done  by  municipal  authorities  reasonably,  there  would  be  less  cause 
of  complaint  Iherc. 

Mil  HAfit:  I  think  it  is  very  possible  that  a  good  deal  of  dissatisfac- 
tion caused  by  the  water-works  there  is  not  due  to  the  company.  I  know 
it  is  not.    But  at  the  same  time  there  is  dissatisfaction 

Btit  going  back  to  the  first  point  I  brought  up,  I  think  that  anybody 
going  to  Utica  and  meeting  the  differem  people  there  and  looking  over  its 


466 


THE  ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCES 


institutipns  would  be  surprised  at  the  indifference  that  most  of  the  pcopie 
show  to  the  cily's  welfare.  If  one  political  party  puts  up  a  poor  man  iot 
mayor,  as  it  usually  docs,  the  other  political  party  will  not  take  advantage 
of  the  situation  hy  putting  up  a  better.  They  will  invariably  put  tip  a 
poor  one,  and  usually  a  poorer  one.  And  the  choice  for  mayor  is  Miviri- 
ably  the  choice  between  two  evils.     Now,  how  is  thai  to  be  got  at? 

Mr,  Richaruson  :    How  are  the  newspapers? 

Mit  Hart:  Tiicre  is  one  principal  Democratic  and  one  princiival  Ri^ 
publican  paper.  The  Democratic  one  is  more  ably  edited,  1  thick,  than 
the  Republican,  but  both  are  partisan.  The  Democratic  one  is  almo^ 
always  Democratic. 

Mit  Richardson  :   Do  the  two  machines  work  togetbet  ? 

Mr.  Hart  :  Well,  it  would  seem  so  on  some  occasions,  1  have  hcafd  it 
Openly  said  that  it  was  so.  One  machine  is  worked  by  a  man  who  ha 
served  time  in  the  penitentiary.  He  is  a  very  bright,  capable  mm,  md 
has  the  reputation  of  never  having  broken  his  word  since  he  got  oat  of 
the  penitentiary. 

Ma.  Richardson  :   That  is  his  stock  in  trade. 

Mr,  HARTSHORNEi  Is  there  no  indication  of  a  movement  for  indepcnd 
ent  action,  independent  of  the  machine  ? 

Mr.  Hart:  Yes.  One  thing  1  wanted  to  bring  up  is  the  He-arsl  move* 
ment  in  New  York.  In  each  Assembly  District  in  the  State  I  think  thej 
expect  to  start  a  subsidiary  organization — the  Independence  League. 

Mr.  Hartshobne:  But  is  there  no  incipient  dvic  organisation  wiio» 
aim  is  good  government,  independent  of  political  parties? 

Mr,  Hart:   There  is  none  whatever, 

Mr  Reed:  Has  that  committee  of  bankers  been  disbanded  or  disfoR- 
tinued? 

Mr.  Hart: 

Mr.  Resd: 

Mr.  Hart: 

Mr.  Reed: 

Mr.  Hart: 
much  more. 

Mr.  Deming:  Well,  tell  me  how*  many  young  men  in  the  to«m  are  the« 
who  are  interested  in  this  subject.     Are  there  a  dozen? 

Mr.  Hart:   Yes,  !  should  think  there  arc. 

Mr.  Deminc  :  Then  you  have  got  your  movemenL  You  arc  right  th€*« 
on  the  spot.  You  have  got  a  dozen  bright  young  men  with  brains*  who 
want  to  find  something  to  do.  Get  round  the  table  and  talk  it  over,  and 
talk  over  the  local  conditions,  and  make  a  start  at  a  mark  and  mis*  it 
and  then  start  again  and  then  again,  and  pretty  soon  you  g<t  a  bttil's*eyc. 
Mr  Hart:  That  is  it.  But  within  the  party  or  outiidr? 
''Han^the  Mr,  Deming:   Oh,  hang  the  party! 

Fftztf  f"  Mr.  Richardsok  :   You  will  be  swamped  In  tht  party > 


Disbanded. 

No  way  of  reviving  that? 
YeSt  but  those  men  are  all  very  busy  men. 
That  is  the  kind  to  have. 
Yes,  but  1  think  they  are  really  men  who  could  fiot  take 
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Mr.  Deming:  You  will  work  within  the  party  in  our  New  York  pri- 
mary law*  and  that  means  you  are  strangled  to  begin  with,  and  then 
you  are  embalmed. 

Mr.  Hart:  Of  course,  the  local  conditions  in  each  case  have  to  govern 
what  shall  be  done*  I  might  say  I  have  heard  some  of  the  best  men  in 
the  town,  men  who  realise  the  situation  as  much  as  any  one,  say  that  they 
think  reform  within  the  party  is  the  only  way  to  go  about  it. 

Mk.  Deming  :   You  try  to  reform  that  belief  as  soon  as  possible- 

Mr.  Roedeh;  Beside  placing  emphasis  on  the  advice  just  given  to  Mr, 
Hart  as  to  the  *'  hanging  of*  the  party — I  think  that  ought  to  be  done 
anyway — the  thing  that  will  prevent  making  a  serious  mistake  will  be  to 
become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and  that  is  done  by  a  careful 
investigation  of  how  things  are  done,  and  if  the  city  prints  any  report,  get 
a  few  of  those  reports  and  compare  them.  The  first  thing  you  will  find 
will  be  differences  in  expenditure  for  certain  things.  They  will  be  spend- 
ing more  money  this  year  than  the  other  year  for  some  things,  and  that 
will  bring  out  all  sorts  of  things.  But  get  your  facts  tirst,  even  if  it  takes 
a  year,  so  that  you  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  situation  in  the 
town,  and  what  is  good  and  what  is  indifferent  and  what  is  bad.  And 
then  the  facts  will  suggest  the  next  thing. 

Mil  Demtnc:  If  the  decent  men  would  take  a  course  in  dvics  for  s 
year  and  do  it  with  the  same  thoroughness  that  Mr.  Hart  did  his  course 
in  Harvard,  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  will  have  a  dozen  experts  on  con- 
ditions and  will  know  where  to  start.  That  preliminary  work  is  always 
essential-  In  the  big  cities  the  evils  are  of  such  magnitude  that  they  blow 
up  the  manhole  and  there  is  ati  explosion,  and  buildings  are  crushed  and 
there  is  a  headline  in  the  newspapers,  and  then  people  take  hold;  but  in 
the  smaller  cities  the  evils  are  of  the  same  sort,  and  there  are  just  as  many 
of  them,  but  there  is  not  as  much  of  any  one  evil  ordinarily  as  is  sufficient 
to  make  a  sensation,  and  thai  is  the  difficulty  you  are  laboring  under.  But 
if  you  will  take  a  local  course  in  civics  you  will  find  you  have  got  the 
material,  and  when  you  have  got  the  material,  then  you  have  got  more 
than  a  text,  you  have  got  an  infinite  number  of  telling  sermons.  And  you 
will  become  newsy^  and  you  will  find  the  newspapers  will  print  a  good  deal 
of  what  you  say,  and  you  presently  do  an  effective  joK  and  then  somebody 
will  pay  attention  to  you,  and  then  they  will  begin  to  believe  you,  because 
you  are  doing  somethings  and  then  the  movement  is  oa  But  don*t  think 
you  arc  going  to  do  it  in  a  month  or  two.  You  may  be  a  year  or  two  at 
it,  and  it  may  be  six  or  seven  before  Utica  will  respond,  but  it  will  re- 
spond if  you  persist  and  not  attempt  to  do  it  on  the  Chatauqua  plan  by 
attempting  to  learn  everything  by  attending  a  course  of  lectures. 

Mm.  K£ls£v^  As  one  from  the  city  of  Orange,  New  Jersey,  a  city 
smaller  than  Utica,  and  having  gone  through  a  little  practical  experience 
in  the  past  year,  what  we  have  learned  may  possibly  throw  some  light  upon 
the  question  which  confronts  our  friend  from  Utica.    In  a  measure,  the 
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those  great  connecting  parkways*  in  spile  of  all  protests  was  to  be  given 
over  to  the  corporations  for  traction  purposes  under  a  perpetual  franchise 
and  for  merely  nominal  compensation- 

That  was  the  situation,  and  we  found  that  our  protests  were  m  vain. 
We  went  before  the  different  governmg^  boards  and  showed  them  that  00 
a  nearby  parallel  short  street  railway  line,  thexe  had  been  issued  for  each 
mile  of  track  over  one  million  dollars  of  securities— more  than  six  millions 
of  bonds  and  fifteen  millions  of  stock;  which,  as  I  stated  in  my  paper  read 
yesterday^  indicated  clearly  enough  the  reason  why  these  men  were  in 
authority,  and  why  those  back  of  them  and  the  political  bosses  represent- 
ing the  corporations  were  deaf  and  blind  to  all  4>ur  appeals. 

What  vvas  the  result?  In  January,  igos,  in  the  New  England  Society 
of  Orange,  it  was  my  privilege  to  introduce  a  resolution  asking  the  Legis- 
lature to  amend  our  laws  so  that  no  franchises  could  be  granted  in  per- 
petuity, and  limiting  all  franchises  to  terms  not  exceeding  twenty  years. 

The  point  i  wish  to  impress  upon  our  friends  in  Utica  is,  that  tip  to 
that  time  the  question,  as  a  practical  proposition,  of  limiting  franchises  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  had,  so  far  as  we  could  learn. 
Limited  hardly  been  suggested.    We  got  the  facts.    We  printed 

Ftanchiiei,  those  facts^  and  when  I  presented  the  matter  to  the 

New  England  Society  there  was  immediately  appointed 
a  committee,  of  which  it  was  my  privilege  to  act  as  chairman.  We  formu- 
lated the  facts,  prepared  a  bill  for  the  Legislature,  and  when  we  took  the 
bill  to  Mr,  Colby,  one  of  our  members  who  was  then  in  the  Assembly, 
providing  there  should  be  legislation  enacted  which  would  limit  all  utility 
franchises  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Colby  said  he  would  take 
the  bill,  which  he  did,  and  soon  introduced  it  The  memorable  contest 
Mr.  Colby  made  in  the  Legislature  at  Trenton  last  year,  and  so  well  de- 
scribed by  Mr,  Deming,  was  the  direct  result. 

Now,  without  going  into  detail,  I  wish  to  come  to  the  practical  results. 
These  facts  as  to  the  wrongs  of  perpetual  franchises  were  published  in  a 
pamphlet  by  the  New  England  Society  on  the  recommendation  of  our  com- 
mittee, copies  of  which  were  sent  to  the  press — every  paper  in  the  State — 
to  the  Governor  and  to  every  member  of  the  Legislature,  and  about  five 
thousand  were  distributed  in  New  Jersey.  The  ball  had  been  set  rolling. 
It  had  started  from  that  individual  initiative.  The  result  was  that  the 
usual  corporation  influences  in  the  Legislature  prevented  the  p,issage  of 
our  bill.  Finally,  there  was  a  state  commission  appointed  to  report  on  this 
tltkSi  of  legislation,  It  was  a  sop  to  public  opinion.  The  members  were 
known  as  ''corporation  men."  Before  that  commission  could  report,  those 
of  us  interested  in  this  movement  in  Essex  County  con- 
The  Colby  tinned  at  work,    Mr.  Colby  made  his  canvass  in  Essc^e 

C&mpaiglL  County  within  the  lines  of  the  Republican  party,  directly 

upon  that  issue  of  limited  f randhes ;  although  embody- 
ing with  it  bhe  questions  of  equal  taxation,  which  is  another  expression 
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thing  we  are  not  helpless  in— we  can  get  the  facts  before  the  honest  people 
of  the  State,  and  ive  will  then  leave  the  qdestion  for  them  to  determine." 
And  the  result  has  been,  as  I  have  stated,  that  from  the  Governor  down 
to  the  man  that  sweeps  out  the  City  Hall,  all  fell  into  line,  and  every  one 
has  been  perfectly  surprised  that  this  limited  franchise  question  there,  was, 
within  a  year,  determmed  and  enacted  into  law,  as  was  the  question  of 
more  equal  taxation  of  the  railroads.  Under  the  present  Isw  just  passed, 
the  railroads  in  the  State  will  pay  over  three  millions  of  dollars  more 
than  they  have  been  taxed  heretofore,  showing  the  important  issue  in- 
volved in  the  equal  taxation  proposition.    The  bill  to  carry  om  the  plan 

proposed  a  year  ago  to  limit  by  law  the  granting  of  all 
Kesolts  public   utility   franchises,   as   recently   passed,   provides 

AceompUtlied.        that  no  franchise  for  the  utilities  can  be  granted  in  the 

State  by  any  municipality  for  longer  than  twenty  years, 
unless  by  vote  of  the  people  effected  tlie  time  may  be  for  a  longer  period, 
not  exceeding  forty  years.  This  is  almost  as  radical  as  the  legislation  of 
Illinois,  which  provides  that  no  franchise  can  be  granted  for  a  longer  terra 
than  twenty  years.  And  this  result  in  New  Jersey,  accomplished  within 
a  year,  a  surprise  to  evcrj-body,  and  yet  perfectly  simple ! 

The  great  majority  of  people  are  honest  The  great  mass  of  people 
want  things  right.  They  want  their  city  government  right  and  their  state 
government  right  and  their  national  government  right,  and  when  they  get 
facts  before  them*  coordinated  in  shape  so  that  they  cannot  be  controverted 
nor  answered,  they  will  take  care  of  all  the  rest.  You  need  not  worry 
about  the  methods.  Thai  is  the  fundamental  principle,  the  wedge  that 
opens  the  way  to  improved  laws.  It  has  been  our  experience-  Isn't  that 
correct,  Mr.  Roeder?  That  is  the  whole  story.  That  is  the  whole  of  it. 
You  don't  need  any  academic  directions  about  it.  !t  is  a  simple  and  prac- 
tical question,  The  people  will  right  the  wrong,  if  you  show  them  what 
those  wrongs  are,  and  show  them  how  it  can  be  done.  They  will  take 
care  of  the  rest,  and  as  1  said,  you  will  find  the  press,  you  will  find  the 
politicians,  even  men  you  least  expect,  following  yoar  lead.  Why,  the 
men  down  in  the  Legislature  who  voted  for  limited  franchises  and  for 
equal  taxation  this  year  were  men  who  were  perfectly  conversant  with  the 
conditions,  and  had  been  for  years,  and  whose  business  it  was  to  stand  up 
in  the  Legislature  and  say,  '*  Gentlemen,  this  thing  is  wrong  and  we  can- 
not Stand  for  it " — ^instead  of  which  they  sat  there  and  did  stand  for  it  for 
years;  yet  when  the  electorate  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  there  were  wrongs 
that  must  be  righted  all  the  Senators  and  Assemblymen  came  into  the 
fold,  and  the  bills  were  passed  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  Chaikman  :  We  have  the  pleasure  of  having  with  us  this  after- 
noon one  who  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  this  subject  and  is  in- 
terested in  this  work  as  connected  with  the  universities.  I  am  going  to 
ask  Professor  Kent  to  say  a  few  words  to  us  on  this,  and  also  in  regard 
to  the  municipal  betterment  work  which  he  is  interested  in*  in  New  Hav«n. 
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Professor   Kent;    Mr.   Chairman*   I   came  as  An   inter ra^atioa  pol 
rather  than  with  a  communication     I  am  convinced  trora  something  of 

study — a  very  superficial  stady— that  there  is  perhaps 
The  Hope  in  most  hope  in  the  colleges.    There  we  ought  to  be  able 

the  Colieg^eft.  to  command  the  instnictor.    I  have  a  strong  suspicion 

from  contact  with  college  men  that  in  the  next  decade 
we  are  going  to  draw  many,  not  only  from  Fiarvard*  like  Mr.  Pendleton 
and  Mr.  Hart,  but  a  large  body  of  men  with  enthusiasm  and  the  spirit  of 
devotion,  who  will  go  out  from  our  colleges  thoroughly  trained  by  one  or 
more  toiirFcs,,  given  hy  men  of  wide  experience,  that  will  enable  them  to 
take  up  these  questions  just  about  where  Mr.  Hart  will  begin,  as  he  goes 
back  to  Utica  with  the  information  that  he  has  gained  here  from  the 
study  of  conditions  elsewhere.  1  see  absolutely  no  reason  why,  if  this 
Natl  on  a!  Municipal  League  puts  the  emphasis  on  this  need,  the  colleges 
are  not  able  and  will  not  respond.  1  know  that  at  Vale  wc  have  a  couric 
intended  to  meet  this  need.  It  is  a  course  given  by  Professor  Bailey  on 
social  conditions-  I  think  he  ha-s  between  a  hundred  and  fifty  and  two 
hundred  men. 

Ma,  Demtwg:   Nearly  three  hundred. 

Professor  Kekt  :  Yes,  you  have  looked  up  the  facts.  It  is  a  growing' 
course,  and  1  imagine  that  the  number  will  double  again. 

Mr.  Deming:  !  think  it  is  the  history  of  the  course  that  it  has  been 
shifted  from  one  room  to  another  until  now  the  classes  arc  given  in  the 
largest  lecture  room  you  have- 

pROFivSSOB  Kemt:    That  certi^inly  is  a  signiiicant  index. 

Ms.  DfiMlNti:    That  is  in  the  course  of  five  years. 
T&Ic'b  Coiir86.        The  tirst  year   he  had   twenty  students.      That  shows 
what  a  good  teacher  Professor  Bailey  is. 

Professor  Kent:  As  a  colleague  and  friend  of  Professor  Bailey,  I  may 
say  that  he  is  an  excellent  teacher,  and  yet  it  is  not  Mr.  Bailey  primarily, 
it  is  the  subject  that  interests  the  student  I  think  wt  have  a  strong  civic 
interest  and  fpirit  at  Yale,  but  it  is  not  confined  at  all  to  Yale,  and  what 
is  more  significant  still,  this  course  is  not  selected  by  the  floaters,  but  the 
course  is  selected,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  by  the  strongest  tncu  in  the 
academic  department,  as  a  rule  by  those  who  have  the  broadest  outlook, 
the  elite  of  our  college  community,  the  men  who  select  it.  not  because  it 
is  a  snapt  but  because  it  means  work  and  it  means  equipment  for  some- 
thing beyond.  At  this  present  moment,  I  may  say  in  this  confidential  con- 
ference that  while  the  course  perhaps  was  viewed  a  little  askance  by  some 
of  the  older  professors,  I  think  Professor  Bailey  is  now  conscious  of  hav- 
ing the  full  support  of  the  Yale  faculty.  We  hope  to  develop  the  course 
still  further  and  to  give  Mr.  Bailey  complete  freedom  ia  a  short  time  to 
devote  himself  to  this  one  course  and  its  ramifications,  with  a  view  to 
training  men  for  efficiency  in  dealing  with  civic  conditions. 

The  Chairman:  1  wish  you  would  speak  about  the  town  meetings. 
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Professor  Kent:  Possibly  it  might  be  opportune  at  this  time,  because 
it  does  suggest  some  practical  answers  to  Mr.  Hart's  questions,  although 
we  cannot  come  with  such  results  as  Mr*  Kelscy  re- 
Hew  Havens  ports.    The  fight  Is  still  before  us.    We  have  only  made 

Cosn.  a  beginning.     We  may  have  a  different  story  a  year 

from  now*  Wc  arc  still  dealing  with  the  question  of 
apathy.  We  are  all  agreed  that  the  most  fnndamental  problem  which 
confronts  the  cities  of  moderate  size  in  New  England,  or  rather  in  the 
East,  IS  the  question  of  the  apathy  of  the  good  citizens  in  regard  to 
matters  of  civic  interest. 

Mr. r  And  in  the  West,  too. 

Piiorcs&OR  Kent!   1  think  that  in  some  ways  the  West  is  ahead  of  us. 

PftOFESsoR  Kznt:  I  think  that  it  is  perhaps  a  little  exaggerated  in  New 
Haven,  although  wc  all  come  prepared  to  report  that  our  town  is  the 
worst.  1  won't  stop  |o  analyze  the  historical  causes  that  have  produced 
existing  civic  conditions  in  New  Haven.  What  stirred  us  up  a  few  years 
ago  was  a  series  of  assaults  in  the  best  r^tsidencc  portion  of  the  town.  It 
aroused  the  town.  Of  course  there  came  a  police  investigation,  which  pre- 
sented some  rather  alarming  facts.  A  Citizens'  League  was  formed.  It 
was  a  citizens'  league  made  up  of  the  best  citizens,  but  that  was  its  handi- 
cap. They  represented  the  solid  conservative  class  in  the  community,  but 
there  was  too  much  inertia.  It  didn't  seem  to  get  into  the  battle.  It  was 
timid.  Some  of  us  tried  to  push  all  we  could,  but  when  it  came  to  the 
election  of  a  mayor  and  the  real,  vital  issue  of  the  campaign,  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  League  were  not  very  clear  and  definite.  The  result 
was  that  the  machine  succeeded  in  putting  the  League  away  out  of  the 
race,  and  the  mayor  was  re-elected  with  an  increased  majority.  A  general 
distrust  of  the  League  was  aroused.  It  was  called  a  kid-glove  movement, 
and  the  trouble  was  that  the  imputation  was  in  part  true. 

Wc  have  a  political  ring  that  is  excellent  in  its  efficiency  in  delivering 
voles.  Mr  SteflFens  calls  it  one  of  the  smoothest  machines  in  the  country. 
It  does  not  show  its  head  very  often,  and  the  citizens  have  been  contented 
to  let  had  enough  alone. 

Last  February  my  neighbor  on  the  left,  Mr.  De  Forest,  and  Mr.  Haynes, 
a  leading  pastor  in  the  city,  who  has  had  considerable  experience  in  Den* 
ver  and  Chicago,  and  myself,  while  lunching  together,  suggested  that  some- 
thing ought  to  b^  done,  and  that  the  simplest  way  was  to  go  ahead  and 
do  it.  We  also  said,  "The  first  thing  is,  by  education,  to  arouse  public 
interest,"  and  so  we  arranged  with  the  treasurer  of  Yale  to  secure  our 
largest  hall  (which  scats  between  two  and  three  thousand).  We  then 
sent  out  a  call  to  125  societies,  including  the  business  men's  and  charttablc 
organizations,  the  civic  leagues,  the  churches,  and  other  religious  organ- 
izations, in  fact  to  at!  the  representative  non-political  organizations,  leav- 
ing strictly  alone,  of  course,  ihc  Republican  Club  and  other  clubs  of  kin- 
dred  naturCt    Practically   all   sent   representatives,    and    we   propounded 
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ihe  plan  of  holding  a  series  of  mass  meeting?  in  which  we  wodd  ccm- 
sider  conditions  in  Ne^'  Haven  and  leam  to  benefit 
by  the  experience  gained  elsewhere.  Our  program  wa* 
to  have  prominent  speakers  from  mher  states  and 
cities.  I  may  say  in  this  connection  that  we  have 
not  as  yet  carried  out  our  original  program,  for  conditions  have 
arisen  since  which  have  changed  them.  Our  first  meeting,  which  was  held 
in  the  bcginningf  of  March,  was  addressed  by  the  mayor  of  New  Haven. 
and  we  took  up  the  general  subject  of  cooperation  in  civic  betterment. 
Our  mayor  is  generally  regarded  as  a  very  good  figure-head  for  the 
machine.  We  asked  him  to  speak  on  what  the  administration  was  doing 
for  civic  betterment.  He  read  a  long  paper;  consisting  chiefly  of  statistics, 
stating  how  the  city's  money  had  been  spent !  The  practical  value  of  the 
address  by  in  the  fact  that  the  main  question  was  significantly  left  un- 
answered. Dean  Rogers,  the  former  president  of  the  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity and  at  present  head  of  the  Yale  Law  School,  next  discussed  the 
ring  rule  versus  representation  by  the  people.  He  gave  a  most  incisive 
treatment  of  the  subject,  which  was  later  published  in  all  the  city  papers 
and  aroused  widespread  comment.  There  was  also  an  address  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Women's  Civic  Club,  taking  «p  existing  conditions  and 
suggesting  what  should  be  done.  This  first  meeting  certainly  was  a  suc- 
cess in  bringing  together  at  least  two  thousand  of  the  citizens  of  New 
Haven,  who  listened  with  keenest  interest  for  two  hours  to  the  discussion 
of  these  subjects. 

The  next  meeting,  which  was  held  within  two  weeks,  was  devoted  to 
the  making  of  citizens  in  school  and  college.  We  had  one  of  the  profes- 
sors speak  briefly  on  the  subject  of  making  citizens  in  the  college,  and 
Superintendent  Maxwell,  of  New  York,  gave  us  a  most  admirable  address 
on  what  the  public  schools  are  doing.  This  meeting  was  so  crowded  that 
people  were  kept  standing  in  the  rear  of  the  hall  for  lack  of  scats— excel - 
lent  evidence  that  apathy  is  beginning  to  disappear. 

Of  course,  this  is  only  a  beginning.  Our  movement  began  a  year  and 
a  half  before  the  election ;  in  fact,  we  said  we  would  not  begin  in  the  heat 
of  a  campaign,  but  that  what  was  needed  at  once  was  an  educational 
movement.  The  first  thing  was  to  learn  to  work  together  and  to  acquaint 
ourselves  with  conditions  in  New  Haven.  Our  program  of  bringing  other 
ipeakers  from  away  is  still  before  us.  We  will  leave  that  for  next  year. 
We  are  moving  towards  the  specific  and  concrete,  although,  because  of  ilic 
nature  of  its  organisation,  our  movement  must  necessarily  be  simply  edu- 
cational^-that  is,  as  far  as  the  associated  societies  is  concerned.  We  must 
deal  with  principles  and  measures  rather  than  put  a  candidate  into  the 
field  We  do  hope*  however,  in  future  elections  to  ask  the  different  can- 
didates to  tell  us  definitely  what  they  will  do  for  New  Haven  and  civic 
betterment.  Our  future  policy  must  take  form  in  the  light  of  events.  We 
should  like  to  have  suggestions  as  to  the  practical  way  in  which  the  good 


THE  ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCES 


475 


dti^ens  can  deal  with  the  definite  problem  which  we  have  in  New  Haven. 
There  h  no  doubt  but  there  is  some  corruption  and  a  high  degree  of  in- 
efficiency. On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  majority  of  the 
citizens,  if  they  would  only  come  out  and  vote,  could  carry  the  town  for 
good  government.  There  is  also  no  doubt  bttt  men  could  be  found  to 
man  the  city  oflfices  and  give  us  an  effid€nt  administration.  We  hope  later 
to  take  up  the  subject,  to  be  presented  by  our  citizens  who  have  had  ex- 
perience, '*The  Disadvantages  and  Advantage?  of  the  Bos^  System/'  and 
have  it  discussed  on  the  platform  before  our  citizens*  that  they  may  form 
their  own  deductions  as  wc  approach  the  time  of  election. 

The  CMAiHMAN ;    Have  you  any  idea  he  will  accept  the  invitation? 

Pkofeseoh  KEN*t:  I  don't  think  so.  I  think  it  would  be  very  effective 
to  ask  him  to  do  so,  and  have  him  refuse.  At  the  close  of  our  last  meet- 
ing we  found  a  thousand  people  watting  to  ask  qucs- 
ptaVi'ngf  tions,  and  lor  an  hour  questions  were  poured  in,     Wc 

loni.  propose  to  keep  this  up.    Really,  we  feel  that  this  is  in 

many  ways  a  revival  of  the  old  New  England  town 
^meeting,  with  modihcations.  Of  course,  if  has  to  be  put  on  a  large  plat- 
form, we  have  to  use  the  largest  hall  in  town,  but  wc  want  to  bring 
politics  out  of  the  back  doors  of  saloons  and  put  it  on  a  clean  platformj 
and  have  the  University,  the  town  and  gown  unite. 

It  is  still  only  an  experiment.  It  was.  perhaps,  the  quickest  way  of 
bringing  together  all  those  who  wish  for  betterment  in  civic  conditions. 
The  vital  question  before  us  was,  "  How  can  we  arouse  interest  and  be- 
gin educating  all  those  who  really,  if  they  stop  to  think  a  moment  about 
it,  want  good  government  and  are  willing  to  work  for  the  best  interest* 
of  the  city?'' 

The  Chairmak:   Have  you  a  city  club  there? 

Professor  Kent:   We  have  a  Citizens'  League. 

TttE  Chairman  r  Have  you  rooms — a  meeting  place? 

Professor  Kent:  II  has  met  hitherto  at  the  L-awn  Oub.  It  has  no 
regular  room.  Wc  also  have  a  non-partisan  municipal  league.  The  two 
leagues  unfortunately  supported  different  candidates  in 
Civic  Organ*  the  last  election.      The  present  movement  is  bringing 

izatioiUi,  them  together,  and  yet  neither  of  the  leagues  is  broad 

enough  in  their  organization  and  membership  to  touch 
all  the  citizens,  and  their  organization  is  such  that  I  do  not  think  they  ever 
can.  If  we  are  going  to  have  any  organizations  that  will  unite  all  well- 
in  jnded  citizens  it  must  be  a  citizens*  party  or  some  broader  basis  of  union. 
I  don't  lliink  either  of  these  clubs,  if  ihey  should  join  bands,  with  their 
present  membership  would  carry  the  city. 

Mn.  Richardson:  I  was  going  to  ask  Professor  Kent  whether  he  has 
read  a  book  which  has  been  recently  written  by  a  prominent  member  of 
the  National  Municipal  League,  the  secretary  of  the  Municipal  League  of 
Los  Angeles,  entitled  "  City  Government  for  Young  People.**     It  seemed 
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to  me  a  most  excclknt  book  for  beginning  the  development  of  young  citi 
zens  m  schools  and  colleges* 

Professor  Kent;  I  am  familinr  with  the  book.  My  neighbor  Mr  De 
Forest  has  read  it  care  folly  and  reviewed  it*  and  we  have  strongb*  recom- 
mended it  to  our  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  I  may  add  tbat+  as 
the  outgrowth  of  our  last  meeting,  we  are  planning  to  organize  a  dtiicns* 
committee  to  take  tip  the  use  of  public  schools  In  the  way  of  lectures,  as 
in  New  York,  of  meeting  for  clubs,  as  library  distributing  centers;  in 
other  wordSf  to  make  this  movement  of  practical  value  to  the  citizen^  and 
thus  gain  a  still  further  hold  upon  their  confidence.  We  also  find  the 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  thoroughly  interested  in  this  whole 
movement 

Mr,   Freiberg  I    I  am  sorry  to   hear  of  the  chaotic  condition  in   New 
Haven.    Tt  is  too  bad  that  Yale  has  not  been  able  to  act  upon  political 
conditions  in  New  Haven  more  than  it  has,     It  would 
CollegCB  and  be  interesting  to  mc  to  make  comparisons  with  Cam- 

Bettenneiit.  bridge.    We  have  been  hearing  a  good  deal  at  the  ses- 

sions of  this  League  with  reference  to  the  fact  that 
Cambridge  is  one  of  the  best  governed  cities  in  the  world,  and  T  have  not 
any  idea  but  what  that  is  caused  by  the  presence  of  Harvard  College, 
which  happens  to  be  nay  college.  I  haven't  any  idea  but  that  this  question 
of  the  position  of  the  colleges  on  the  subject  of  political  reform  is  one  of 
the  most  important  subjects  that  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
League,  We  have  had  many  instructive  books  and  papers  from  Mr.  Gill 
on  the  subject  of  the  school  city,  but  I  believe  that  has  reference  more 
particularly  to  the  instruction  in  civic  and  constitutional  matters  in  public 
schools. 

It  was  a  very  discouraging  thing  to  tis  engaged  in  reform  work  in  Cin- 
cinnati— it  has  been  for  many  years — to  note  the  fact  that  the  young  fel- 
lows  coming  back  from  Harvard,  and  more  particularly  Yale»  did  not 
seem  to  take  the  interest  in  public  affairs  that  was  to  be  expected  of  men 
with  the  opportunities  and  the  training  that  they  have  had,  and  it  is  par* 
tjcularly  discouraging  in  these  latter  days  to  find  men  of  the  prominence 
of  President  Roosevelt  and  Secretary  Taft,  both  of  whom  are  old  college 
men,  to  find  that  these  men  are  going  to  the  boys  and  telling  ibcm  not  to 
be  too  stringent  in  upholding  the  ideals  of  their  college,  the  ideals  of  their 
young  iife. 

But  it  is  not  so  much  the  courses  of  instruction  in  the  colleges  that  arc 
important  in  fashioning  young  men's  minds  in  the  direction  of  civic  efforts 
as  it  is  the  general  spirit  and  esprit  de  corps  among  the  student*  and 
among  the  professors.  It  is  of  the  highest  importance,  I  should  thinks 
that  men  of  experience  who  come  back  to  the  college  after  contact  with 
political  and  public  life  should  be  very  wary  in  making  their  speeches  to 
the  students  not  to  introduce  into  their  talks  too  much  of  this  practical 
color.     Young  men  in  college  are  pretty  sensible.    They  have  their  own 
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problems  to  deal  with,  as  Mr.  Hart  will  bear  me  oat,  in  the  college  itself» 
as  to  class  organ iza^lion.  etc.  But  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  men  who 
are  about  to  go  out  into  life  will  take  their  authorities  from  their  elders, 
especially  from  men  who  have  attended  their  own  college. 

I  was  very  much  grieved  when  President  Roosevelt,  who  undoubtedly 
meant  well,  made  a  speech  in  which  he  told  the  boys  that  it  was  all  very 
well  to  have  ideals  and  to  study  these  things  theoretically,  but  they  must 
find  when  they  get  out  in  life  it  will  be  necessary  to 
Compromises,  face  cold,  hard  facts,  and  make  compromises.  Life  is 
a  series  of  compromises.  In  a  superficial  sense  that  is 
true,  but  in  the  really  true  sense  that  is  not  true.  There  is  only  one  way 
10  accomplish  things  in  the  line  of  civic  reform,  and  that  is  not  to  make 
compromises.     [Applause.] 

Wc  have  been  hearing  a  ffreat  deal  of  talk  about  the  "muck  rake*'  in 
the  last  few  weeks,  I  sincerely  trust  that  Harvard  and  Yale  and  other 
colleges  -will  continue  to  turn  out  muck-rakers,  who  began,  I  think*  in 
1^0,  the  year  that  President  Roosevelt  graduated  from  Harvard.  There 
has  been  an  attempt  within  the  last  month,  perhaps  as  late  as  the  last 
month,  on  the  part  of  Secretary  Taft  and  President  Roosevelt  to  make 
it  appear  that  a  reaction  has  already  set  in  against  the 
The  Muck  spirit  of  exposure   and   of  political  uplifting  that  has 

EeUcc.  overiakcn  the  American  people  during  the  past  year. 

I  think  there  is  not  anything  more  dangerous  than  that 
sort  of  talk,  The  reaction  has  not  nearly  begun  to  ^et  in.  It  is  undoubt- 
edly true— every  sane  man  knows  that  criticism,  if  indulged  in  tv»o  fre- 
t|ucntly,  becomes  sometimes  unjust,  and  that  there  is  a  great  tendency  utt 
the  part  of  the  best  men,  who  become  tired  and  jaded  at  their  work,  to 
run  into  extremes  and  to  say  things  sometimes  without  the  keenest  sense 
of  justice.    That  is  true  of  any  kind  of  work. 

There  will  be  defects  in  any  kind  of  reform  work,  but  that  defect  is  not 
half  as  serious  as  the  other  defect  which  is  all-embarrassing,  of  saying 
nothing  and  letting  things  go  on  as  they  are.  For  that  reason,  it  seems  to 
mc.  at  this  time  it  is  a  ver>,  vei^  imfortunate  thing  indeed  that  men  of 
great  public  standing  should  take  it  upon  themselves— I  won't  say  to  for- 
ward their  own  ambitions — but  to  take  it  upon  themselves  to  assume  to  tell 
young  fellows  especially  that  they  must  be  very  careful  in  their  criticisni. 
We  have  been  very  much  too  careful  in  the  last  twenty-live  years  in  our 
criticisms. 

pKOFiiSSOR  K^NT:  Mr.  Chairman.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  more  of  your 
time,  but  this  point  seems  to  me  so  fundamental  that  1  would  simply  like 
to  re-emphasize  it.  U  seems  to  me  that  the  spirit  of  compromise  is  the 
greatest  menace  to  the  eflSciency  of  the  college  man  in  civic  service  that 
confronts  us.  It  cuts  all  the  ground  out  from  under  a  nian*s  culhusiasm. 
I  wish  as  a  League  wc  could  deal  with  it.  It  comes  not  only  from  men  in 
imblic  life,  but  the  members  of  our  college  faculties  are  not  always  iit 
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agreement.  Some  teach  one  thing  and  some  anolher.  I  do  think,  in  con- 
nection with  what  has  been  said,  and  also  on  the  basis  of  observatioti, 
that  if  we  can  present  the  right  ideals,  and  keep  these  clearly  before  the 
sty  dent- body,  that  a  very  large  number  of  efficient  men  in  the  next  teo 
years  should  go  out  from  our  colleges  to  do  what  you  and  I  cunnot  do. 
except  as  we  work  on  the  edge  of  the  mauer,  to  do  what  Colby  has  done 
in  New  Jersey,  what  Kent  has  done  in  Chicago,  what  Vance  McCorroick 
has  done  in  Harrisburg,  what  Mr*  Pendleton  has  done  in  Cincinnati.  We 
could  already  make  the  list  a  long  one;  but  we  want  it  far  longer,  and 
when  it  is  longer  we  shall  feel  that  this  movement  is  not  sporadic,  but 
l>ertnanent. 

Anything  which  mixes  up  the  clear  ideal  of  what  is  right  and  wrong  in 
the  tangle  of  compromise  seems  to  me  to  be  a  deadly  menace.  College 
men  are  conservative.  We  speak  of  them  as  cnthu- 
CompronuBe,  siastic.    They  are  on  some  things,  but  college  men  are 

txceedingly  conservative  on  a  vast  number  of  subjects, 
far  more  than  perhaps  some  of  you  who  graduated  twenty  years  ago  be- 
lieve. There  is  nothing  that  daunts  their  energy  and  enthusiasm  more 
than  something  which  appeals  to  their  conservatism.  It  is  an  evil  which 
we  must  begin  to  correct,  especially  as  that  conservatism  holds  them  back 
from  doing  what  they  could  do.  I  wish  wc  conld  develop  the  n4>biesse 
oblige  motive,  for  it  is  a  strong  one.  h  will  break  down  that  conserva- 
tif^m  which  makes  for  Inaction.  It  \^nll  give  us  the  men  who  must  take  tij^ 
ihe  work  and  carry  it  to  the  finish. 

Mr.  AipEN  Fuzzman:  There  is  one  matter  that  has  not  been  brought 
up  at  the  conferences  which  I  have  attended.  It  was  called  to  my  attcn* 
tion  last  ntght  by  some  remarks  of  Mayor  Dimmick.  of  Scranton,  in  which 
he  said  that  he  ran  at  the  Republican  primaries,  and  that  of  cour^^e  if  he 
had  been  defeated  that  would  have  been  the  end  of  his  campaign.  Well, 
that  is  very  true  of  those  who  are  ardent  partisans,  1  am  not,  but  I  be* 
Iteve  that  it  is  very  important  at  this  time  that  we  should  have  the  **  good 
loser/*  This  was  the  expression  that  Lincoln  Steilens  used  in  a  letter 
to  me  the  other  day,  and  I  think  it  necessary  to  bring  forward  the  idea  of 
non-partisanship  in  municipal  affairs,  and  that  certain  men  should  be  will- 
ing to  sacrifice  themselves  for  the  principle  imtil  it  becomes  acknowledged. 

Now,  our  town  of  East  Orange  is  Republican  five  to  one,  and  yet  I 

myself  had  this  experience  last  fall    We  brought  forward  what  became 

known   as    ''The   East   Orange    Plan.'*     We    held  our 


The  East 
Orange  Flan. 


Citizens'  Union  meeting  as  a   town  meeting,   and   we 


asked  everybody  to  come.  We  nominated  candidates, 
and  we  ran  these  candidates  in  each  of  the  party  pri- 
maries. At  that  meeting  we  prepared  the  nominating  papers  for  use  in 
case  our  candidates  were  not  nominated  by  either  party.  This  was  quite 
experimental.  I  don't  know  whether  it  has  been  done  anywhere  els«. 
Rut  in  the  Second  Ward  of  East  Orange,  where  our  Citizens'  Union  was 
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started,  the  candidate  we  brought  forward  received  the  nomination  in  the 
Republican  primary,  and  also  in  the  Dcmocrattc  primary,  and  as  at  that 
meeting  he  received  the  Citizens'  Union  nomination,  he  was  elected  unan- 
tmously.  I  received  the  Democratic  nomination,  receiving  nine  votes 
while  my  opponent,  who  was  the  chairman  of  the  City  Council  received 
one.  That  gave  me  the  Democratic  nomination.  I  had  the  Citizens' 
Union  nomination,  and  I  came  within  seventy  votes  of  receiving  the  Re- 
publican  nomination.  I  ran  in  my  ward  because  there  was  nobody  there 
who  dared  to  run  against  this  man.  and  I  expected  I  would  g^et  about 
twenty- five  votes.  1  simply  ran  on  principle.  I  did  not  stop  running  be- 
cause I  did  not  get  all  the  nominations  at  all  the  primaries  of  these  par- 
ties,  which  to  me  represent  simply  names  which  are  employed  by  vanouu 
btisiness  interests  in  our  country,  to  accomplish  their  ends  in  the  city 
council,  and  in  the  county  board  of  freeholders,  or  in  the  state  legislature. 
So  I  kept  right  on  running.  I  had  the  Democratic  nomination,  I  had  the 
Citizens'  Union  nomination,  and  then  my  Republican  friends  prepared  what 
they  called  a  petition  for  independent  Republicans,  and  to  my  very  great 
.*i«rprise,  I  came  within  thirty-three  votes  of  going  to  the  City  Council 

Jf  we  want  ihts  idea  of  non-partbanshtp  in  municipal  government  to 
prevail  we  must  keep  on  running  after  the  primaries,  and  must  stand  for 
the  principle,  whether  Uiere  is  any  show  of  onr  being  elected  or  not,  I 
want  to  say  that  1  gave  both  machines  in  my  ward,  the  Democratic  and 
the  Republican  machines,  a  very  bad  scare. 

The  CiiAmMAK:  Mr  Sumerwell,  won't  you  say  something  to  us  bear- 
ing OR  this  question,  and  also  the  work  you  arc  engaged  in? 

Mr.  E,  K.  SuMERWEtL:  Mr.  Chairman,  the  New  Jersey  contingent.  I 
feel  sure,  will  all  unite  with  me  in  expressing  our  appreciation  of  the 
courtesies  extended  to  us  on  this  occasion  by  the  Kational  Municipal 
League.  I  am  sure  we  all  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  an  opportunity  IQ 
attend  and  take  p:irt  in  not  only  ihis  conference,  but  the  mecting.<i  of  the 
League  proper.  And  we  shall  take  back  with  us  a  new  fund  of  informa- 
tion, a  new  store  of  courage  for  whatever  lies  before  us  in  the  work  which 
we  are  undertaking  to  do  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  along  the  lines  indi- 
c^ited  to  you  in  the  addresses  we  have  had. 

The  point  that  I  have  been  asked  particularly  to  refer  to  to-day  is,  how- 
ever, an  experience  we  arc  having  in  New  Jersey  which  may  he  helpful 
elsewhere  along  the  lines  of  the  coordination  of  forces.  As  I  have  iat 
here  listening  to  the  experiences  of  New  Havea  and  the  proposed  experi- 
ence in  Utica,  I  have  been  strongly  impressed  wtih  the  idea  that  their 
problem  is  identical  with  our  own  and  that  they  may  prohtably  take  a  leaf 
from  the  book  of  New  Jersey  in  this  respect;  that  while  the  National 
Municipal  League  and  similar  national  bodies  have,  of  course,  a  grand 
function,  and  their  meetings  arc  of  the  greatest  inspiration  and  value, 
there  is  another  unit  not  so  large  as  the  nation  where  in  reality  the  prac- 
tical working  out  of  this  problem  of  civic  reform  may  specially  lie.  I 
refer  to  the  state. 
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The  cities  of  the  states  are  really  governed  from  the  capitaJs  of  the 
states.  We  in  New  Jersey  are  almost  helpless  to  make  any  effective  civic 
refgrm,  except  ibroiigli  the  activities  of  our  friends  it 
Tlie  Importance  Trenton.  In  Utica»  I  hcl  sure  ^fr.  Haxt  will  not  have 
of  the  State.  progressed  very  far  before  he  tinds  it  necessary  to  make 

pilgrimages  to  Albany,  iind  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  State 
of  Coimecticuit  the  same  situation  will  obtain.  There  is  then  a  commuiiit}' 
of  interest  between  the  civic  reform  work  in  the  different  cities  of  a  state 
and  while  we  profit  greatly  by  the  intercourse  with  our  friends  from  other 
states,  it  does  occur  to  me  that  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  through 
our  New  Jersey  Stale  Civic  Federation,  we  are  working  out  a  form  of 
cooperation  which  it  may  be  very  valuable  to  consider  elsewhere. 

In  working  out  the  water  problem,  for  example,  we  found  it  necessary 
to  deal  with  other  localities,  from  vvhich  we  would  derive  our  water 
supply.  The  city  of  East  Orange  has  gone  to  another  towns^hip  to  get  iu 
water  supply.  We  get  legislation  from  Trenton  to  assist  us  in  all  of  these 
matters.  Now.  through  the  New  Jersey  State  Civic  Federation,  we  have 
learned  to  know  each  other,  we  have  learned  to  know  the  associations 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  State,  and  have  laid  a  foundation  for  better 
work  yet  to  come,  and  it  strikes  me  that  it  may  be  helpful  to  Our  friends 
in  Connecticut  and  our  friends  in  New  York  to  look  about  them  in  their 
own  states  and  find  the  other  clubs  which  are  already  at  work,  and  if  they 
find,  having  organized  their  own  club,  that  they  can  become  affiliated  with 
the  other  clubs  of  the  State  in  a  Slate  Civic  Federation,  they  will  have 
very  great  benefit  from  the  interchange  of  views  and  experiences,  and 
then  they  will  be  able  to  go  to  their  State  Legislatures  with  an  appeal 
that  will  be  very  much  greater  than  any  community  can  muster.  In  such 
an  organization  they  will  be  able  to  hold  neighborhood  meetings.  Under 
the  auspices  of  tht  State  Civic  Federation  in  New  Jersey  we  can  get  to- 
gether in  a  meeting,  which  will  not  of  course  include  representatives  from 
every  local  club  in  the  State,  but  from  a  respectable  number,  and  in  that 
meeting  we  can  discuss  the  same  problems  that  we  discuss  here,  and  dis- 
cuss them  more  frequently,  perhaps  more  at  our  leisure.  And  wc  can 
focus  our  attention  upon  the  matters  which  are  of  especial  interest  to  us 
in  the  special  state  under  consideration.  Those  suggestions  I  lake  the 
liberty  of  offering  here  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  of  some  value  to  our 
friends  in  other  states^  and  if  at  any  time  any  of  you  should  desire 
data  in  respect  to  the  operations  of  a  state  organization  of  this  character, 
Rev.  Adolph  Roeder,  of  Orange,  our  president,  or  I.  will  be  only  too  happy 
to  furnish  the  hterature  which  wx  have  and  to  explain  our  methods  more 
in  detail 

The  Chajsmak  :  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  think  we  have  about  reached 
the  hour  for  adjournment,  and  I  think  you  will  all  agree  with  me  that 
wc  have  had  a  very  pleasant  afternoon  and  a  very  instructive  meeting. 

The  Round  Table  Conference  then  adjourned. 


From  John  A,  Butlee,  Esq.,  Milwaukee. 
"  The  Round  Table  Conference  can  be  made  a  success  by  giving  a  gen- 
eral idea  of  the  obstacles  to  reform  in  this  city^  and  the  progress  that  has 
been  made;  and,  finally,  by  calling  attention  to  the  means  by  which  a  full 
measure  of  good  government  may  be  eventually  established.    We  are  very 

fortunate  in  Milwaukee  in  the  possession  of  a  compre- 
HilWfttlkee.  hensive  merit  system  of  appointments,    The  Fire  and 

Police  Boards  were  placed  on  the  merit  basis  many 
years  ago,  and  the  local  Municipal  Association  secured  legislation  some* 
where  in  the  90*3  which  placed  several  thousand  men  under  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  on  the  same  basis,  so  that  government  is  as  much  better  as 
the  abolition  of  patronage  can  make  it.  The  advantage  is  probably  greater 
than  is  generally  realized.  Nevertheless,  the  city  government  has  been 
almost  hopelessly  corrupt  in  its  legislative  branch  for  many  years,  To 
correct  that  condition,  or  perhaps  better,  to  demonstrate  its  existence,  a 
large  number  of  aldermen  have  been  indicted  and  convicted  through  the 
efforts  of  what  is  known  as  the  Committee  of  Ten ;  hiU  the  history  of  the 
Tweed  convictions  in  New  York  indicates  pretly  clearly  that  the  efTecl  of 
such  convictions,  without  any  further  remedy,  is  only  temporary  and  par- 
tial. In  this  case  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  lead  to  the  adoption  of  more 
searching  remedies,  which  were  urgently  recommended  before  the  prose- 
ctitions  were  begun,  and  which  were  undoubtedly  underestimated  for  polit- 
ical reasons,  and  because  the  people  had  not  been  sufficiently  educated  to 
realize  their  value.  The  passage  by  the  Legislature  of  a  primary  election 
law  appears  to  be  of  great  advantage  in  our  city  elections.  Old  familiar 
ring  politicians  are  less  conspicuous,  there  being  no  city  conventions  with 
purchaseablc  delegates  at  their  disposal.  The  present  city  gavcrnmcnt  re* 
cenlly  elected,  is  therefore,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  the  result  of 
pojjular  choice,  and  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  new  aldermen  is 
believed  to  be  marked.  A  conspicuous  diminution  of  party  feeling  is  also 
noticeable  among  the  newly  elected  oflfidals,  who  seem  to  reali7.c  their  re- 
sponsibility to  the  voters  at  large,  T^^i^  feeling  is  intensified  by  the  con- 
spicuous tendency  to  independent  voting  in  the  election  itself,  indicated,  for 
instance,  by  the  election  of  a  Republican  mayor  and  the  re-election  of  an 
excellent  Democratic  city  treasurer.  Heretofore  railway  and  traction  com- 
panies have  controlled  convention  nominations  through  ring  influence. 
Their  power  is  not  wholly  broken,  but  it  appears  to  be  deprived  of  some 
of  its  weapons. 

"The  prosecution  of  indicted  officials  has  disclosed  the  important  fact  that 
most  of  the  bribery  was  traced  to  aldermen  who  were  members  of  execu- 
tive committees.  Side-track  privileges  were  purchased  from  the  railway 
committee,  and  other  executive  committees  with  similar  pow*ers  were  in* 
volved  in  similar  acts.  This  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  elimina- 
tion of  executive  powers  from  the  Council,  and  of  placing  it  where  re- 
sponsibility is  less  scattered,  and  therefore  more  sharply  accentuated  and 
easily  ascertained.  There  is  no  doubt  that  bad  men  will  seek  election  10 
the  Council  for  the  sake  of  trafficking  in  the  executive  powers  of  such  com- 
mittees until  the  necessary  changes  are  made.  The  charters  of  our  Amer- 
ican  cities  are  extremely  complicated,  and  the  whole  system  is  favorable  to 
the  concealment  of  wrong-doing,  and  necessitates  |rreat  difficulty  and  ex- 
pense, and  peat  loss  of  time,  in  the  effort  to  determine  where  resf>ons»hility 
for  corruption  lies  and  who  the  guilty  parties  are.  The  time  would  there- 
fore, appear  to  he  at  hand  for  a  renewed  effort  for  charter  reform  and  for 
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the  adoption  of  the  new  municipal  program  of  the  Naticmal  Mutiidpi! 
League. 

•*  The  former  Municipal  Association  of  this  city  made  an  effort  foT  char- 
ter reform  by  presenting  a  carefully  drafted  bill  to  the  Legislature  several 
years  ago.  We  were  regarded  as  visionar)';  the  politicians  were  againn 
us.  and  many  excdlent  citizeas  still  clung  to  the  fetich  that  reform  cm 
only  be  accomplished  "  in  the  party."  It  will  soon  be  realized  that  party 
influence  in  city  affairs  is  only  consistent  with  a  very  narrow  and  Uiuallf 
only  apparent  and  temporary  measure  of  reform,  I  very  much  hope  such 
prejudices  have  nearly  wholly  died  out.  In  any  event,  it  is  quite  likciy 
lliat  metnbers  of  the  State  Civil  Service  Reform  Association  will  offer  the 
charter  reform  bill,  above  referred  to*  to  the  next  Legislature,  and  make  i 
resolute  effort  to  secure  its  passage. 

"  1  cannot  close  this  letter  without  making  reference  to  the  foreign  voter 
as  a  factor  in  Milwaukee  politico,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  he 
i*  inclined  to  think  when  he  votes,  but,  naturally*  he  does  not  nlVay^  rhinV 
successfully.    He  was  for  a  long  time  the  confiding  dupe  of 
who  wa*  elected  for  iovtr  successive  terms  and  was  the  most 
jmblic  5.en*ant,  itt  -  "  '  !>  ability,  that  we  have  ever  had.      in 

citizen  justified  tl  n  which  1  ha%e  given  him  at  the  re 

tkta  by  helping  xi>  ..    ....  .;J  of  our  perennial  mayor.    The  fact  ^    .^,..  , 

Innrever,  that  neither  the  native-born  nor  the  foreign-born  citizen  i?  'uffi- 
intly  infonncd  as  to  his  political  dul>'  and  the  nature  of  the  govcmmem 
under  which  he  lives*  I  would  therefore  like  to  suggest  that  thorough  iti- 
Umction  in  the  science  of  diy  government  and  the  principles  of  the  mrrit 

rrm  might  to  be  given  in  the  high  schools  and  in  the  upper  grade*  of 
ward  schools  to  hasten  the  development  of  the  thoroughly  good  and 
effective  citizenship  upon  which  indisj>uiabiy  good  government  roast  always 
depend." 

From  Richaud  Hexry  Dak  a,  Boston. 
*■  If  I  can  come  down  I  should  bke,  at  some  of  the  informal  cmifci 
to  have  a  chance  to  talk  about  the  higher  appointed  municiiial   Q^ieeti 
under  civil  service  reform  as  a  practical  and  important  measure.*' 


From  Frank  N.  Hajetwtu,  Louisville. 
"  Nothing  interests  me  more  at  this  time  than  the  question  of  honest 
elections  and  how  to  bring  them  about    False  registrations,  repeaiers  at 
registration  and   at   elections,  and  gross  irregularities 
Honeflt  *^"  election  day  are  the  vital  obstacles  to  alt  mimicipil 

PI    ^-  reform.     We  have  had  alt  of  these  tilings  lo  contend 

xjecuona.  ^.^jj^  ^^^^.  ^^  j^^^,p  ^^^^  ^^^  organization  to  ofT-set  thf 

plans  of  the  tricksters,  but  in  spite  of  it  all  we  were 
counted  out,  We  arc  waiting  to  see  how  we  will  fare  in  itie  courts,  where 
we  haire  taken  the  conteit/*  i 


From  Pesicv  N.  Booth,  Lout&viujt 
"  In  Louisville  we  are  particularly  interested  in  the  questioti  of  how  to 
get  fair  elections.    Without  fair  elections  reform  of  the  public  service  b 
impossible.    Our  last  election  was  a  riot  under  the  auspices  of  ottr  ciMon- 
keepers,  our  police  and  firemen,  the  local  criminal  classes  in  zkod* 

imported  thugs  from  your  own  fair  city  of  Cincinnati  and  •.  ! 

am  sending  you  a  copy  of  our  pelition  in  equity  conteMing  .-:u:i  i 

and  stating  the  facts  m  reference  thereto.    As  soon  as  Louisvilk 
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chance  to  hire  her  own  sen^ants  she  can  begin  the  task  of  impraving  other 
<ivic  conditions  with  some  hope  that  the  rcsuUs  achieved  will  endure," 

Feom  Farnham  Yardley,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
"  In  our  city,  which  is  almost  exclusively  a  residential  community,  the 
problem  that  we  have  to  contend  with  is  the  apathetic  condition  of  the  citi- 
zens relative  to  municipal  affairs.  The  men  do  not  read  the  local  papers 
as  a  rule,  and  the  New  York  papers,  which  they  do  read,  contain  little  or 
nothing,  and  the  resuk  is  that  the  majority  of  the  voters  are  in  ignorance 
as  to  what  transpires  in  the  city  gov^niment.  i  trust  that  the  point  will 
be  raised  as  to  what  means  should  be  used  to  enlighten  or  interest  the 
citizens."  I 

From  Hok.  James  M.  Head,  Nashville, 

"it  occurs  to  me  that  the  most  important  and  essential   feature  con* 

ncctcd  with  the  success  of  municipal  government  in  the  various  cities  of 

the  country   is  the  principle  of  loeal   self-government, 

Local  Self-  ^^  occurs  to  mc  that  until  this  principle,  upon  which  our 

GovAmmAnt  whole  governmental  system  rests,  is  more  fully  realized 

and  practiced^  our  municipal  government  can  never  be 

managed  successfully.     I  will  not  undertake  to  elaborate 

this  idea  further  than  to  say  that  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  tendency  of 

legislation  on  this  subject  during  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  years,  has  been 

directed  in  opposition  to  this  idea/' 

From  William  R  BANotorr,  Wilmington.  ' 

"  It  seems  to  me  probable  that  there  might  be  much  advantage  from  the 
whole  or  a  portion  of  the  members  of  councils  being  elected  "  at  lar^e/' 
AS  proposed  in  the  National  Municipal  League's  Municipal  Program.  I 
would  suggest  that  some  of  those  who  were  active  in  formuladng  that 
program  shall  be  asked  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  matter.' 

From  W,  F,  Wahl,  Atlantic  City. 

*^  Our  afHictton  is  boss  rule,  and  in  the  wake  of  that  follows  wholesale 
disregard  of  taxpayers'  rights,  misappropriation  of  city's  moneys,  both  by 
incompetency  and  dishonesty  of  men  in  office* 

"  Our  problems  are,  how  to  awaken  f^ublic  sentiment  sufficiently  strong 
to  inaugurate  an  independent  movement  to  overthrow  this  corrupt  power, 
and  to  establish  in  its  place  honest  government  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
people. 

*'  I  feel  convinced  that  only  by  public  sentiment  in  the  right  direction 
<Mn  boss  riile  be  overthrown. 

From  C  S.  De Forest,  New  Havtn. 

**J.  Concentration  of  official  responsibility  in  municipal  government: 
How  far  is  it  wise  to  carry  this  principle?  What  have  been  some  of  the 
results  of  its  application,  especially  in  the  adminisitration  of  police  depart- 
ments? 

"2.  The  principle  of  'home  rule*  for  the  munidiiality :  Does  not  civic 
betterment  primarily  depend  upon  making  the  municipality  more  independ- 
ent of  state  interference? 

"3*  Non-partisanship  in  municipal  administration;  Is  it  an  iridescent 
dream  and  only  to  be  used  in  specific  cases  of  need,  as  some  contend,  or  if 
it  practical  as  a  fundamental  permanent  principle? 
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"  ^,  The  teaching  of  civics  in  school  and  collegre  as  applied  to  the  study 
of  city  government:  In  what  form  can  it  be  taught?  Correlated  to  thi* 
would  be  the  training  of  college  students  for  active  participation  iji  broad 
movements  for  civic  bcUerment," 


FsoM  George  McAneny,  New  Youk. 

"If  time  permitted  I  shodd  he  inclined  to  bring  up  the  matter  of  the 
better  development  of  the  civil  service  system  tn  the  municipal  org^nixa- 
tion— the  extension  of  its  principles  to  positions  of  every  class  and  grades 
and  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  tcsi«  employed  so  as  to  permit 
their  practical  application  to  qU  such  positions.  I  am  especially  mterested 
in  the  working  of  the  merit  system  in  the  methods  of  appointmenc,  pro- 
motion, removaK  and  the  general  routine  of  discipline  in  police  adminbtre- 
tion.  We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  ejcperience  in  New  York  duriitg  ^ 
past  year  or  two  in  the  latter  respect,  some  of  which  possibly  nnight  be  of 
interest/* 

From  Dr.  L.  G.  Powers,  Washington. 

"There  are  many  questions  m  which  I  am  interested,  as  an  ifidi%*iduaL 
that  I  would  like  to  have  discussed  at  such  conferences  as  those  to  be  hcM 
under  the  designation  "  Round  Table  Conferences.^'  The  most  prominent 
are  those  associated  with  the  municipal  ownership  and  operation  of  public 
utility  plants. 

"As  a  public  official  whose  work  of  collecting  mumcipal  statistics  touches 
upon  the  accounts  of  cities  and  relates  itself  to  the  program  of  the  Muni- 
cipal League,  I  am  officially  interested  only  in  the  methods  of  kccpiiig 
accounts  of  cities.  We  have  had  a  number  of  cities,  large  and  small  iJt- 
troduce  the  so-called  revenue  system  of  accounts,  substittiting  the  same  for 
the  accounts  upon  a  cash  basis.  As  the  statistician  engaged  in  coilecdog 
these  statistics  of  cities  and  putting  them  in  a  comparable  form,  as  well  as 
an  individuiil,  I  would  like  to  have  a  discussion  from  as  many  differing 
points  of  vietv  as  possible  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  such 
rival  sj^stems  of  accotints.  I  do  not  care  so  much  for  having  aceoiintams 
discuss  the  matter  at  the  present  time  as  I  do  men  of  the  several  ciiiei 
interested,  who  will  tell  us  what  questions  relate  to  municipal  administra* 
tion  and  civic  problems  they  can  find  most  readily  answered  in  repons 
arranged  on  the  revenue  basis,  and  what  they  can  better  find  in  our  reports 
arranged  along  their  lines.  To  make  the  matter  more  explicit,  I  would 
like  to  know  how  many  people  in  Ohio,  examining  the  uniform  report  pre- 
pared for  the  cities  under  the  direction  of  the  state  board  of  uniform 
accounting,  can  get  more  out  of  their  report  than  they  can  out  of  the 
Chicago  report  or  other  reports,  like  Pawtucket,  H.  f.,  and  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
arranged  upon  a  revenue  basis;  and  how  many  find  something  in  the^e  la«i 
mentioned  that  they  cannot  find  in  the  report  of  Ohio  cities,  or  such  re* 
ports  as  that  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Baltimore,  Md„  and  St,  Lotiis,  Mo,  I 
would  like  to  have  business  men  in  the  cities  last  mentioned  -T  tte  whai 
they  can  find  in  their  reports  bearing  upon  the  problems  to  be 

before  the  League  that  cannot  be  found  by  thcnx  at  least  ..  m  the 

reports  of  Chicago  and  dties  having  that  class  of  accounts.     1 ; 
living  question — or  will  be  at  an  early  date.    The  only  penon 
been  heard  relating  to  this  question  are  accountants^    T^—  -    ^ 
report*  must  be  in  the  information  which  tliey  furnish 
or  to  the  avcra^'-  ^^^  "    t' .r  it  if  only  a?  \vc  br  u  ■  '.h*- 
age  man  into  th  :ing  m  mTrnkipal  si 

that  we  have  tl  .   cheek*  upon  pub^ 
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these  reports  are  before  the  public  I  would  most  earnestly  dei>ire  to  hear 
from  the  business  men  who  have  been  using  these  several  forms  of  im- 
proved reports,  in  order  that  the  mlliience  of  the  League — whatever  it  is — 
may^  after  this  intelligent  discussion,  be  brought  to  bear  in  the  right  lines 
for  the  most  improved  system  of  accounts." 

From  A.  B.  Peckinpaugh,  Colijmbus,  Ohio. 

**I  desire  to  say  that  there  are  two  questions  which,  lust  at  this  time, 
arc  occup>*iiig:  the  attention  of  this  department  in  regard  to  municipal 
affairs:  First,  the  question  of  a  proper  general  ledger  to  be  kept  by  Ihe 
auditing  department  of  cities,  and  second,  the  best  system  for  procuring 
An  accurate  check  upon  the  receipts  of  municipal  industries.  We  would  be 
very  glad  to  receive  any  information  which  would  tend  to  produce  the  best 
results  in  these  respects." 

Fkoh  Crahles  Richardson.  Phii^apelpkia, 
"  We  have  long  since  recognized  the  national  parties  as  dangerous  in- 
truders in  our  municipal  households.  We  have  watched,  and  described, 
«nd  photographed  them  as  criminals.  We  have  begged  them  to  be  good 
and  to  steal  as  little  as  possible.  We  have  even  tried  to  hobble  them  or 
TO  close  a  door  here  and  there  where  our  most  valuable  goods  seemed 
especially  attractive.  In  fact,  we  have  done  almost  everything  except  to 
ask  ourselv^es,  Why  should  we  not  just  simply  turn  them  out  and  let  them 
confine  themselves  to  national  issues  and  national  contests?*' 

From  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr.,  Bostok, 
**As  a  subject  for  discussion  at  a  Round  Table  Conference,  I  suggest  the 
analytical  comparison  of  the  methods  of  the  different  civic  leagues  and  an 
estimate  of  iheir  comparative  values.  The  first  two  points  are  less  im- 
portant, their  organisation  and  management^  and  yet  their  relation  to  the 
business  associations,  their  dependence  upon  them  for  financial  support, 
effect  the  third  question — their  policy.  Is  the  proper  cry,  '  Men,  not 
measures'?  Is  mere  'honesty'  of  government  the  desideratum,  or  should 
positive  measures  be  advocated?  Should  candidates  be  pledged?  How 
best  can  the  League  get  into  touch  with  the  people,  represent  them  all  and 
gain  their  confidence? 

**  These  questions  have  arisen  in  connection  with  leagues  existing  or  be- 
ing formed  in  Massachusetts.  The  experience  of  leagues  in  other  dtics 
should  throw  light  upon  the  probable  answers." 


From  C.  H.  Ikcersoll,  South  Orange,  N.  J, 
"  My  betief  is  that  the  most  crying  subject  of  municipalities  is  that  of 
home  rule,  i.  e.,  freedom  from  the  constitutional  circumscription  that  exists 
in  the  states  generally, 

"As  an  immediate  matter,  however,  1  have  given  much  attention  to  muni* 
cipal  lighting  plants*  and  discovered  to  my  surprise  that  there  are  a  thou- 
sand now  in  operation  in  the  United  States,  and  believe  that  this  fact  alone 
indicates  this  as  one  of  the  most  active  practicable  questions  for  municipal- 
ities to  consider. 
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